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CHAPTER I. 

Shortly after the conversation narrated at the close of 
the preceding volume, Mr. Fenton requested of Mr. Cle- 
ment an account of the manner in which his money had 
been disposed of among the prisoners in the Fleet.-^- 
f^irst, Sir, he replied, you will see, by this list, that, for little 
more than the 600 pounds allotted, were leased ninety- 
five prisoners, whose debts amounted from forty shillings 
to about twelve pounds per man. These, in the gene- 
ral, had been journeymen tailors or weavers, or profrs* 
sors of other inferior crafts \ and as they wanted means 
or encouragement for exercising their respective occupa- 
ons in gaol, they subsisted on the pence which they got 
begging at the grates, or on their dividends of occa- 
nal sums, which were sent for their relief by charita- 
e individuals. Nearly all of them were thin in flesh, 
id extremely shabby in clothing ; and yet they could 
'ardly be said to cYoite compassion, as they appeared so 
'leeriul and unfeeling of their own wretchedness. N^i- 
, er was there one, of them, that I could learn a sin- 
Je circumstance of, whose story was worth reciting. 
Some, however, were of a quality much superior to this 
ass. Among others, there was a French marquis and 
German prince ; tbe prince had been put under arrest 
Toil. U, A 
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by his caterer, and tiie marquis by bis tailor ; ao tbat 
■ometliing less than fifty pounds set them both at libeity. 

While the keeper of the Fleet Prison, was makinK out 
a list for us, of the principal debtors, Harry and I took 
a turn about the court, ana observed two fellows in live- 
ries, bearing several smoking covers, up the stone stairs, 
to a front dining-room. Tnis surprised me^ and gave 
me the curiosity to enquire what prisoners it could be 
who lived in so expensive and superb a manner. Sir, 
said the underkeeper, there are few men now at liberty, 
near so wealthy as this gentleman, who has done us the 
honour to set up his staff of rest in our house. His 
name is Sink. He is an attorney and an old bachelor, 
turned of sixty years of age. He is in for several sums, 
amounting to. upward of nine thousand pounds, and he 
is reputed to be worth above double that money. 

During the last twenty years, he behaved himself with 
the strictest probity toward all men, and with the strict- 
est appearance of piety toward God. In the dark, in 
frost and snow, and allmclemeneies of weather, he never 
missed attending morning service at church. He was 
equally solicitous to be at evening prayer ; and, whatever 
company he chanced to have witti him, or how impor- 
tant soever the business in which he was engaged, the 
moment he heard the bell ring, he would huddle up his 
papers and break away without ceremony. He was 
eager in his enquiries to know where the sacrament was 
soonest to be administered, and he never missed receiv- 
ing it at least. once in the week. Whenever he heard 
any profaneness or obscenity in the streets, he would 
stop to reprove and expostulate with the offender. In 
short, he so perfectly counterfeited or took ot£, as they 
call it, the real Christian, that many looked to see him, 
like Enoch or Elijah, taken alive into heaven. 

This perpetual parade of sanctity gave him such an 
eclat and immeasurable credit, that he was left trustee and 
executor in a multitude of wills ; and numbers also de- 
posited their substence in his hands, in order to be laid 
out at interest on securities, and so forth. 

Three months since, about the dawning, as his butch- 
er happened to pass by his .door, he heard it open, qfMh 
turning, saw a number of porters come out heavy lad^n. 
This gave him a kind of suspicion. He let them all p^s,' 
and walking softly after, he stepped up to- the hindmost 
and offered iiirn half a crown, on condition of his tellfijK 
him where they were carrying those parcels. That I 
will, said the porter ; for the secret, if such it is, is no- 
thing to me, you know. In short, we are 'carrying thbm 
to the wharf to be put on board a boat that waits to tajce 
them in. 

Tb« batcber said np more, but harried away U> ^ 
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iMker, and as tliey both run t# the office, they met the 
orewer by the way. They took out thdr respectiTe ac- 
tions, and taking a constable with them, they seized on 
good Mr. Sink, as he was stepping into a coadi and six to 
make the best of his way to Dover. He would have paid 
them their niiMiey and discharged their aetions on the 
spot ; but here the master, in whom he trusted, happen- 
ed to leave him in the lurch. As he had turned aU bis 
effects into money, and his money into paper, he had not 
at hand wherewith to pay his instant creditors. So they 
hurried him to goal, and before the banks were open, the 
matter was blown, and action after action came pouring 
fost upon him. 

When he found himself thus at bay, he cast aside his 
disguise, and set them all at defiance. His creditors have 
since offered to accept ten shillings, and some of them 
to accept five shillings in the pound; but he swears that he 
will never pay them a groat ^ for he is now as liberal of 
his oaths and impious execratione, as he was kitely of his 
more impious profanation of Gospel phrases. And thus 
he daily revels in the sensual consumption of those 
wretches whom he hath so Inhumanly defrauded ; while 
hundreds of orphans and widows, and other miserables. 
perish for want of the sustenance, which one infernal 
appetite devours without remorse. Nay, several of his 
creditors are, at his very time, famishing in this prison, 
while they see him feastin;; so lavishly upoti their spoils. 

The gorge of my soul, cried Mr, Fenton, the very gorge 
of my som rises against the demon. Can nothing Be 
done to bring him to punishment 1 Our parliament will 
surely interfere in such a c^ling exigence ; they will send 
to Uie several banks, and take up all the deposits that have 
been made in his name. Alas. Sir, said Clement, he was 
already aware of such possibilities, and has entered all 
his lodgments in feigned nnmes, and to bearer upon de- 
mand. 

Indeed, continued Clement^ I heartily wished, at the 
time, that the laws of the Grecians and Romans bad been 
in force among us, by which the debtor was given up to 
be set to labour, whipped, or tortured at the pleasure of 
the creditor. ' 

God forbid, God forbid ! exclaimed Mr. Fenton. 

When we see mankind divided into the rich and the 
poor, the strong and the weak, tlie sound and the sickly, 
we are apt to inii^ine, that health, strength, or opulence, 
was given to thotte, and infirmity, want, or weakness ap- 
pointed to these, as marks of the peculiar favour or disla- 
vour of Providence. 

God, however, knows that there is nothing permanent- 
ly good, or evil, in any of these things. He sees that 
AOthing is a good but virtue, and that nothing is a virtue, 
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MiVA gome quality of benevolence. On benevolened, 
therefore, he builds the happiness of all his intelligent 
creatures; and in thia our mortal state, (our short appa- 
ratus for a lon^ futurity,) he has ordained the relative 
differences of rich and poor, strong and weak, sound and 
sickly, &c., to exercise us in the offices of that charity, 
and those afibctions, which, reflecting and reflected, like 
mutual light and warmth, can alone make our good to all 
eternity. 

Benevolence produces and constitutc^s the heaven or 
beatitude of God himself: He is no other than an infi- 
nite and eternal Good Will : Benevolence must, there- 
fore, constitute the beatitude or heaven of all dependent 
beings, however inflniteiy diversified throuji^li several de- 
partments and subordinations, agreeable to the several 
natures and capacities of creatures. 

God has appointed human power and human wealth, 
as a ready and sufiicient fund for human want and weak- 
ness ; to which fund, theref )re, they have as good a right 
to resort, as any other creditors have to respective trusts 
or deposits : for, though poverty and weakness are not 
creditors by the laws of man, they are creditors by the 
eternal laws of nature and equity ; and must here, or 
hereafter, bring their debtors to account. 
. £very man, when he becomes a member of this or that 
society ,~makes a deposit of three several sorts of trust. 
That of his Lifk, tliat of his. Liberty, and that of this 
Propebtt. 

Now as every man, in his separate or independent 
state, has by nature the absolute disposal of his property, 
he can convey the disposal thereof to society, as amply 
and absolutely as he was, ih his separate right, cntiued 
thereto. 

This, however, cannot be said of his life, or of his liber- 
ty. He has no manner of ri^bt to take away his own 
life ; neither to depart from his own liberty : he cannot 
therefore convey to others a right and authority which he 
hath not in himself. 

The question then occurs, by what right it is that the 
legislative and executive powers of comijaunity appoint 
some persons to death, and otliers to imprisonment;. My 
answer is short, and follows : ' 

It is the rieht, perhaps the duty, of every man. to de- 
fend his life, liberty and property, and to kill or bind the' 
attempters. This right he can. tnerefore, convey ; and on 
such conveyance, it becomes the right and duty of the 
trustees of society to put to death, or imprison all who 
take away, or attempt the life, liberty, or property of any 
of its members. 

This right, however, extends to criminal matters only ; 
.and it does not yet appear to me, upon what reason, or 



THE FOOL OF QUALITY. "^ 

rigbt rule, Ibandsd in nature or policy, the MvenJ "(^ 
cietiee of mankind have agreed to deliver up their mem« 
ber« to slavery, to stripes, tortures, or impiMnunent, for 
matters merely civil, such as debts. 

Several of the states of Greece, though accounting the 
rest of the world as barbarians, and even the Roman Re- 
public, during the times of its most boasted policy and 
freedom, gave up insolvent debtors (without enquiruig in> 
to the causes or oecarfons of suc^ insolvency) as smvee 
or absolute property, into the hands of their creditors, to 
be sold at will, or put to labour, or starved, macerated or 
tortured,in order to j^ive value in vengeance, which they 
could not give in com, or other equivalent comm<?ditie8. 

The Jewish or Mosaic law, though allowing sufiici c'^y' 
ly« as Christ says, for ''the hardness of the people's 
hearts." yet gave perfect enlargement to all Jews who 
were bondmen, and perfect remission to all Jews who 
were personal debtors, on every seventh or sabbatical 
year : and on every seventh sabbatical year, or jubilee, all 
prisons were thrown open; all slaves, though foreigners or 
aliens, set at liberty, and even the lands were enfranchi^* 
ed, however mortgaged, or labouring under debt and ex- 
ecution : that all things animate or inanimate, might have 
an earnest pf that immunity, and perfect freedom, which 
God originally intended, and keeps in store for all his 
creatures. 

The laws of Egypt permitted no member to deprive the 
public of the life, liberty, or labour of any other memben 
except he were a criminal, not fitting to live, or to be su^ 
fered to walk at large. In all cases of debtor and credi- 
tor, they equitably appointed value for value; as fer as . 
the substance of the debtor could reach ; and in case of 
insufficiency, the insolvent party was obliged to leave, in 
pledge, the Mummies, or preserved bodies of his deceas- 
ed ancestorsj till, by industry or good fortune, either he, 
or his postenty, should be enabled to redeem them. A 
matter of refined, as well as oharitable policy ; as nothing 
was held more infemous, among the Egyptians, than 
their inability to produce the Mummies of their fore- 
fathers. 

The laws of Holland, by their late qualifications, seem 
to acknowledge the iniquity, or inadeqateness, of depriv- 
ing a man of the possibuity ot earning, merely because 
he has not an immediate ability to pay. Sensible, there- 
fore, that all men are debtors to God, and reciprocally 
debtors and creditors to each other, they have ordained, 
that he who imprisons an insolvent debtor, shall pay the 
proper penalty of his malevolence or indiscretion, by 
maintaining the party, from whom he takes the ability of 
maintaining himself. 

It must De admitted, that, were our lav^p less severe 
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with respect to debtors, wore people le«s aftaid of a jail 
on failure of pajnnent, there would be less credit, and 
conseciaently leas dealing in this so wondroualy wealthy 
and trading: a nation* But if our credit were less, would 
not our extravagance lessen also ? Should we see such 
princely tables amon^ people of the lower class ? would 
sO much claret, spirits, and ale, intoxicate a kingdom 1 
should we see the value of a German prince's ransom 
gorgeously attiring each of our beldames, if neither mer- 
chant, butcher, brewer, laceman, mercer, milliner, nor 
tailor, would trust? 

Many of our poor city dealers are yearly undone, with 
their families, by crediting persons who are privileged not 
to pay* or whose remoteness, or power, places them be- 
yond the reach of the law. For by the return of nmv-in' 
vent, generally made upon writs, one would be apt to 
inia?ine, that no single sub-sheriff knew of any such 
thing as a man of fortune, within his respective county, 
throughout the kingdom of Great Britain. 

Before money became the medium of commerce, the 
simple business of the world was carried on by truck, or 
the commutation of one commodity for another. But 
when men consented to fix certain rateable values up- 
on money, as a ready and portable equivalent for all 
sorts of eflfects, credit was consequently introduced, by 
the engagements of some^ to pay so much money in lieu 
of such commodities, or to deliver such or such commo- 
dities on the advance ofso much money; and states found 
it their interest to support such public credit, by enforc- 
ing the performance of such engagements. 

By the common law of England, no person, except the 
king, could take the body of another in^xecution for 
debt; neither was this prerogative of the crown extended 
f o the subject till the statute of Mailbridge, ch. 23. in the 
relen of Henry TIL 

Many contract debts, through vanity or intemperance; 
or borrow money, or take up goods, with the mtention 
of thieves and robbers, never to make return. When such 
suffer, they suffer deservedly, in expiation of their guilt 
But there are unaviodable damages by water, by fire, the 
crush of power, oppressive landlords, and more oppres- 
sive law-suits, death of cattle, fiiilure of crops, failure of 
payment in others ; with thousands of such like casual- 
ties, whereby men may become bankrupt, and yet cx>n- 
tinue blameless. And in all such cases, one would think 
that the present ruin was sufficient calamity, without the 
exertion of law to make that ruin irreTsarable. 

As all the members of the community are interested 
in the life, liberty, and labours of each other ; he who puts 
the rigour of our laws in execution, by detaining an in- 
solvent brother in gaol, 14 guilty of a four-fold injury: first, 
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he rob0 the comnmnify of the .labours of their biotfaer ; 
secondly, be robs bis brother of all means of retrieving 
his shattered fortune ; thirdly, he deprives himself lof tha 
possibilihr of payment ; and lastly, ne lays an unneee^ 
sary burcfen on the puldic, who,in charity, must maintain 
the member whom ne, in his cruelty, confines. 

However, since these verity of law is such, that he whose 
misfortunes have rendered^ him insolvent, must **make 
satis&cUon,'' (for so the savages esteem it) by surrender- 
ing his body to dursince for life ; it is surely incumbent 
on our legislators and governors, to make the condition 
of the un nappy sufferers as little grievous as may be. 

But this most christian duty, this most humane of all 
cares, is yet to' come. When a debtor is delivered up in- 
to the fangs of his gaoler, he is consigned to absolute and 
arbitrary slavery ; and wo be to the wretch whose poverty 
may not have left him a sop for Cerberus^ How mdre 
than miserable must be the state of those unhappy men 
who are shut in from all possible redress, or appeal 
against the despotic treatment of their savage keepers, 
whose hearts are habitually hardened to all sense of re- 
morse, and whose ears are rendered callous by incessant 
groans. 

' We are credibly informed, that it is usual, with such 
keepeni, to amass considerable fortunes from the wrecks 
of the wretched ; to squeeze them by exorbitant charges 
and illicit demands, as grapes are squeezed in a vine- 
press, while one drop remams ; and then to huddle them 
together, into naked waHs and windowless rooms i hav- 
ing got all they can, and nothing further to regard, save 
the return of their lifeless bodies to their creditors. 

How many of these keepers exact, from their distress- 
ed prisoners, seven and eight shillings per week, for rooms 
that would not rent at a third of that sum, in^ny other 
part of this city. At times, nine of those wretched pii- 
soners are driven to kennel together in a hovel, fit only 
to stable a pair of horses, while many unoccupied apart- 
ments are locked up firom use. £ven a sumciency of 
the common element of water is refused to their necessi- 
ties, an Advantage which the felons in Newgate enjoy. 
Public or private benefactions are dissipateaor dispos- 
ed of, at the pleasure of the keepers, regardless of the in- 
tention or order of the donors. And the apartments, ap- 
pointed to these miserable men, are generally damp or 
shattered in the flooring, and exposed, by breach or want 
of windows, to the inclemency of night air, and all the 
rigour of the seasons. 

But what avail their complaints, if the legislator have 
not authorised, or made it the duty of some especial 
magistrates to examine into and redress these crying 
{ibu9e9l 
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But, tell me, continued Mr. Fenton, were there any 
prisoners of .considenition among the confined debtors 1 
A feW| Sir. of note, and many who had been well to pass 
ii^the world. Among these indeed, it was that every 
scene and species of misery was displayed. There you 
might see, as you have said,numerous families of wretch- 
es, whose thin and tattered garments but ill defended 
their shivering bodies from the inclemency of the ele* 
ments, that blew through shattered windows, or came 
pouring from unstaunched roofs. 

These people fared incomparably worse than those of 
the vulgar herd ; for being ashamed to be^ at the gates, 
they had nothing to subsist on, save their scanty por- 
tions of such charities as happened to be sent in from 
time to time, and this scarcely supplied them with a 
sufficiency of water, black bread, and offal ; while the 
recollection of their former aiSuence added sharp and bit- 
ter poignancy to the sense of their present wants. — But 
here comes my pupil ; he will be more particular, on 
scenes with which his heart was so meltingly affected. 

Harry then entered, with Mrs. Clement caressing him 
on one side, and his old dependent Ned hanging about 
him on the other. 

As soon as Clement and his Arabella had embraced, 
and all w^re settled and seated, well, Harry, said Mr. 
Fenton, will you favour us with some account of your 
expedition 1 Have you ever a pretty story for me, my 
Harryl Several stories, Sir, said Harry, that were sweet 

gretty stories when I heard them ; but Mr. Clement had 
etter tell them ; they would be sadly bungled if they 
came through my hands, dada. The company will make 
allowances, replied Mr. Fenton ; let us haye uiese stories 
in your own' way, Harry, just as your memory may hap- 
pen to serve you. 

On the second day, dada, as my tutor and I were walk- 
ing in the court-yard of the Fleet-prison, whom should I 
spy but my old master, Mr. Vindex, walking, very sad, 
to atid again by the wall. He was so pale and shabby, 
and so fkllen away, that I did not rightly know him, till 
I looked at him very earnestly. My heart then began to 
soften and warm toward the poor man ; for It told me, 
that something very sorrowful roust have happened, be- 
fore he could have been brought to that condftion. So 
I went up to him, with a face, I believe, as melancholy 
iuihisown. 

How do you do, good Mr. Vindex 1 said I. I should 
be glad to see you, if I did not see you look so sad. — 
He then stared at me for some time, and at length re- 
membering me,.he looked concerned, and turned away to 
shun me ; out I took him lovingly by the ha];id, and sud 
you must not leave me, Mr. Vuidex ; won't you know 
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jmu old fldiokur, Harry Fenton 1 Yes, Bayu Ym, euting 
down hifl moamfttl eyes, I know you now, master; I know 
I used you basely^ and I know why you are come ; but 
reproacn me, and insult me, as much as you please, all ii 
welcome now, since I cannot lie lower, till I am laid in 
the earth. 

I do not mean to insult you ; this tear will witness for 
me, that I do not mean to insult you, my dear Mr. Vin- 
d«gL; «Bd so I wiped my eye. Here are twenty jwneas, 
to pnt want dothes upon you in thjs cold weather. Lit- 
tle and low as I am myself, I will try to do something 
better for you; and so give me one kiss in token that we 
are friends. 

The poor dear man then opened his broad eyes, in a 
wild stare npon me. with a look that was made up, half 
of joy, and half oif«name. He then kneeled down, as I 
supposed, that I might reach to kiss him, and taking me 
into his arms, you are not born of woman, you are an 
angel, an angel .' he cried; and so he fell a crying, and 
cried so sadly, that I could not for my heart but keep him 
company. 

. I did all I could to pacify and make him cheerAil, and 
getting him tu^ at last, you must not part with me Mr. 
y index, said v we must dine and spend the day togeth- 
er.' Her^isMr. Clement, my tutor; you and he too must 
' be friends. 

I then led him, by the hand, into a large ground-room, 
that Mr. Close, the chief keeper appointed for us; and I 
ordered dinner to be hastened and brought up. As soon 
as we were all seated, I began to laugh ana joke, after 
my foolish way, in order to make poor Mr. Vindez mer- 
ry. When I found that it would not do, Mr.Vindex, 
said I, be so kind to let me know what the money may 
come to for which you are confined ? A terrible sunoi, 
indeed, my darling, said he, no less than a hundred and 
fiftv-two pounds. I then put mv hand in my pocket, 
ana taking out two bills ana a little matter of money that 
made up the sum, I put it into his hand, saying^ my 
A'iend shall never lie in gaol for such a trifle as this. 

^ Having looked for some time at the bills with amaze- 
ment, he turned to my tutor with a doubtfbl and sham- 
ed face : Is this young gentleman. Sir, said he, duly au- 
thorized to dispose of such vast matters as thesel He 
is, said Mr. Clement, he is the carver and disposer of his 
father's fortune at pleasure ; and I am confident that his 
father will think himself doubly paid, in the use that his 
noble son has made of his privilege this day. 

A gleam then, like that of sunshine, hroke through his. 
sad countenance, as through the clouds of a dark day : 
And are you the one, he cried, are you the one, mas- 
ter Ha]Ty» whom I treated so barbarously? You may 
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forgive vMf my little cherabim ; yon, indeed, may forgive 
me ; but I neverf I never shall forgive myself. O, Mr. 
Vindex, said I, I would very nearly undergo the same 
whipping again, to do you twice the kindness, and make 
you love me twice as much as you now love me. 

Dinner was now served,and calling for wine, I filled him 
a bumper, in a large glass, which he drank to the health 
of my glorious dada, as he called you. Sir. Upon this, 
we grew very merry and friendly among one another, 
and when dinner was over, I begged him to tell me how 
he came to be put into confinement. 

O, master Harry, he feried, I have suffered all that I 
have suffered, very justly, very justly, for my harsh and 
cruel usage ofyou, master Harry: 

After the affair of the hobgoblins, as you know, the 
shame to which I was put by my fright and by my scourg- 
ing, began to be whispered, and then to be noised about 
the town. The boys, at length, catched the rumour, and 
began to hoot at me ; and the more I chastised them, 
the more they gathered about me, and shouted after me, 
A rod for the fiogger, a r«i for the flogger. 

No disease is so deadly, so blasting, so banefdl as con- 
tempt to a man, in the way of his profession. My boys 
grew disorderly, and behaved thembelves in school, with- 
out respect to my person, or regard to my government. 
Even my intimates shunned me, and would cast at me a 
side glance of smiling scorn as they passed. Myschool then 
melted firom me like snow in a fog. Even my boarders 
forsook me. I stood at a high rent ; my effects were 
seized by the landlord. It was in vain thpt I solicited 
pajrment from the 'V&rents of my scholars. No one who 
was indebted to me would give me a penny ; while all 
that I 9wed came like a tumbling house upon me ; and 
so I was cast into this prison, fh>m whence your bounty 
has set me tree. 

My poor broken-hearted wife would have accompanied 
me to goal ; but as I had not wherewithal to give her a 
morsel of bread, I sent hier to an old aunt, who bad the 
humanity to take her in. 

Alas, alas, poor Mr. Vindex, said I, had I guessed any 
part of the mischiefe that our unlucky pranks have brought 
upon you, I would have put both my hands into the fur- 
nace of Nebuchadnezzar, rather than have had art or 
Eart in such a wickedness. For herein we acted the ta- 
le of the frogs and the boys; that which was play to us, 
was death to you, Mr. Vindex. 

In conscience, now, we are indebted to you for every 
misfortune we caused you ; and as you are not yet paid 
for the half of your sunbrings. I here give you my hand 
and word to make up a hundred andfUty i>ound8 more 
for you; and for this, I will not accept the smaUest thanks, 
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as I think it is no more thfui an act of common honetty* 
And I, cried Mr. Fenton, I hold myself indebted to yon 
a thousand potnids, my noble Harry, for that sinf^le ten- 
tiraent That's well, that's we11,dada; cried Harry, leap- 
ing up and clapping his hands, T sh^ll now beclearin 
the world with all my poor creditors! 

Tfau8,dada, continued he, it rejoiced my heart, grefltly, 
to aend poor Mr. Vindex away in such triumph ; while 
my tutor and I went two or three doors oflf, to see a migh- 
ty pretty young creature; who was said to be confined 
with her ancient fkther. And I wilt tell their story, with 
two or three other stories, more oh account of the inci- 
dents that happened while we were there, than of any 
thing else that was wonderful or uncommon in them. . 

On tapping at the door, we were desired to walk tn, 
and saw a female, with her back to us, weaving bone-lacn 
on a cushion; while an elderly man, with spectacles on, 
read to her in Thomas a Kempis. They both rose to 
salute us. Mr. Clement then stepped up, and seeing 
what they were about, cried, God cannot but prosper your 
work, good people, since you employ your time to Irs 
purposes, both on earth and in heaven. As an earnest 
of his kindness to you, he sends you by us a considerable 
charity, which you shall receive as soon as you inform 
US who, and what you are, and how you came -here. — : 
Blessed be the messengers nf my God, cried out the fath- 
er, whether they come with happy or with heavy tidings! 
I say, with old Eli. " It is the Lord, let him do what 
stometh him good." 

O dada, I was quite chnrmed, when (he daughter turn- 
ed to me. There was such a sweetness, such a heavenly 
harmlessness in her face, that I could have kissed ■her 
and kissed her again and again. 

As I had brought a glass and the remainder of our 
bottle with me, we all got about a board that was half 
stool and half table, and after a round or two, the good 
man l>egan his story. 

My father's name was Samuel Stem. He had a clear 
estate of nine hundred and fifty pounds a year in Sussex, 
and had, by my mother, three daughters and four sons, 
of whom T was the second. 

My father, unhappily, was a loyalist, and when the 
troubles broke out between King Charles and the parlia- 
ment, he took up all the money he could, at any interest, 
and raised a company at his own cost, which he headed 
on the part of his royal master. 

After 'some successful skirmishes, his head was split 
in two by the broad-sword of a trooper, at the battle of 
Naseby. Immediately all our servants forsook us, each 
carrying away with him whatever came to hand ; and 
quickly ^iler, th9 soldiers of the commonwealth came, 
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carried (^ all the cattle, and left notbiog of. our hoiu^ 
except the hare walls* 

In the mean time, we, poor children, huddled together 
itito the garden, and there aeparatine, ran and crept under 
bushes and hedges, as so many chickens endeavouring to 
gain shelter from the kite. 

As soon as the noise of the tumult was over, we rose 
and looked about fearAilly ; and getting together again, 
we helped one another through the garden-hedge, and 
made, as ikst as we could, to the cottage of a neighoour- 
ing farmer who had been our father's tenant Here we 
were received coldly, and fared but very hardly for that 
night On the next day, however, in order to get quit of 
us, as I suppose, the man went among our relations, and 
prevailed on one to take a son^ and on another to take 
a daughter, till we were all divided among them ; and so 
we entered on a kind of service to our kindred, a ser- 
vice, as I believe, that is found, on experience, to be 
much harder and more insulting than any service to a 
stranger. 

I forgot to- tell you, gentlemen, that our n^other de- 
ceased hefore our father engaged in arms, insomuch that 
we became orphans in all resj^ects. I fell to the share 
of an uncle by my mother's side. He had a small ea« 
tate of about a hundred and twenty pounds yearly in- 
come, with one son, and a daughter whom I thought very 
lovely. 

My uncle appointed me overseer of his labourers, as 
also his occasional clerk, for casting accounts, and indi- 
ting his letters. Sec, but when it was intimated to him, 
that there was a secret liking between his daughter and 
me, he called me aside, and taking' up a hook of profane 
poems, he kissed it and swore by the contents thereof, 
that, if I ever married his daughter, he would not give 
us a groat. 

If you ever knew what love was, said he to Mr. Cle- 
ment, you must know that it breaks over stronger fences 
than these. In short, vre were wedded and turned out 
of the house without any thing to live upon, except 
about twenty pounds in small matters, which had been 
^ven to my wife, Arom time to time, by Lady Goodly, 
ner god-mother. 

We made the best of our way to London. My wife 
understood needle-work, and as I knew that my father- 
in-law was quite irreconcileable, I joined myself to a 
house-painter, to whom I gave my time for nothing, on 
condition of his giving me a sight into his business. 

In the third year, my dear vrife brought this poor crea- 
ture into the world ; but happily she did not encumber 
mankind with any more of our wretched and depending 
progeny. 
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An oar care and deKght was fixed on thia our little 
daughter, and we thought nothing of any pains or labour 
that might serve to introduce hier, like herself, into the 
world. 

As soon as Charles the 11. had ascended the throne, 
our relations were fully assured that we should be re- 
stored to our ancient rights and potsessions; and they 
contributed, as it were for their own credit, to set uslbith 
in a suitable manner for appearing at court There ac- 
cordingly we attended, from time to time, for the space 
of twelve months, and got a number of woftii memo- 
rials presented to his majesty ; but his majesty was so 
deeply engaged in his pleasures, or so fearAil of offend' 
ing the enemies of his house, that he gave no attention 
to our wrongs. There may also be something in the 
breasts of the gveat that excites them to acts of bounty 
rather than acts of justice ; for these, as they apprehend, 
might be accepted as matter of debt and not as matter of 
favour. 

Being tired of a fruitless suit, I returned to my fonfler 
employment, and by industry and frugality, I lived with 
my little family quite happy and contented. 

About ten months ago, two men came to our lodgings. 
The one was in a rich livery, and havuig enquired for 
my daughter, presented har with a note to this effect, — 
" Lftdv Diana Templar sends Diana Stern the inclosed 
bill oi^ twenty-five pounds, in order to put her into some 
Jittle way of livelinood." — As my poor dear child had 
no cause to suspect any fraud or evil intention in the 
case, she desired the men to return her most humble 
thanks and duty to her ladyship, and away they went. 

As this lady was a distant relation of my wife's father, 
my daughter, in a few days, dressed herself in her best) 
and went to return thanks to her ladyship in "person, 
but was told that she was gone to her seat in the country. 

In the mean time she laid out her supposed bounty in 
furnishing a little front-shop, with some millinerv wares, 
and was already beginning to get some custom, when, one 
evening^ two bailinfs entered, laid an action upon her, 
and takmg her up in their arms, hurried her into a coach 
that drove up to the door. 

My wife and I had rushed out, on hearing our child 
shriek ; and seeing a coach set off witli her at a great 
rate, we ran after as fast as we could, shouting and 
screaming, and crying. Stop the coach, stop the coach, a 
rape, a rape ! At length a oold fellow who was passing 
caught one of the horses by the bridle^ and while the 
coachman lashed at him, he took out his knife and cut 
the reins in two, A mob then began to gather; where- 
upon a well-dressed man, who was in the coach, leaped 
out and made bis escape: but the coachman was not so 
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lacky ; the people polled him from this box, and haying 
beaten and J^icJced him, they dragged him through the 
kennel. 

Mean while we got our child out, and then the mob 
overtumed the coach, and jumping upon it, broke and 
dashed it all to pieces. We then thought that we had 
nothing Airther to apprehend, and taking our child be- 
tween us, we turned back and walked homeward; but 
alas, we were not permitted to enter ; the two bailiflb 
met us, and producing their writ, again arrested . our 
daughter at the suit, as they said, of Jonathan DeivU. 
Esq : for the sun; of twenty-five pounds which he haci 
lent her on such a day. So they conducted her here, 
while my wife and 1 accompanied her, weeping and 
sobbing all the way. 

I then took these poor apartments to coveir us from 
the weather, and as my wife grew suddenly sick and 
taint, I hastened back to our lodgings, and had' our bed- 
ding brought hither. 

it was now evident that the pretended gift of Xady 
Templar was no other than a diabolical scheme of tho 
villain Delvil, to get the person of my darling within 
his fangs ; and I cursed my own stupidity for not per- 
ceiving it at first ; but blessed be my God, however, in 
all events, that my lamb v^as still innocent, was still un- 
sullied. 

What with grief and the flight together, my dear wife 
took to her bed, from wtience she never rose, but ex- 
pired on the fifth day, blessing and jpressing her daugli- 
ter to her bosom. My poor infant tiieii fell as dead be- 
side her mother, and could not be recovered from her fit 
in many hours ; and indeed, it was then the wish and 
the prayer of my soul, that we miglit all be laid and for- 
gotten m one grave together. 

As soon as my darling was recovered, however, I 
again wished to live for her sake, that 1 might not leave 
her without a comforter or protector, in the midst of a 
merciless and wicked world. 

In order to pay the nurse-keeper, the doctor, and 
apothecary, as also to defray the funeral expenses, I left 
my child with the nurse-keeper, and going to our former 
lodgings, I sold all her millinery matters at something 
under a third of prime cost ; and having discharged my 
lodgings and paid my gaol debts, I prepared to lay my 
precious deposit in the womb of that earth which is one 
day to render her back incorruptible, to eternity. 

When the corpse was carrying out at the door, my 
child fell once more into fits, and 1 was divided and quite 
distracted about what I should do, whether to stay with 
the living, or pay my duty to the dead. Bdt I will no 
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longer de^^ you with melancholy matten, anee all 
worldly gndfs, with aU worldly joys abo, must ahmtly be 
done away. 

As soon as I understood that Lady Templar was re- 
turned to town, 1 waited upon her, and giving her an 
abridgment of our manifold misfortunes, 1 produced the 
note that hpd been written in her name : but she coldly 
reiilied, that it was not her hand, and that she was not 
answerable for the frauds and vilianies of others. 

Meah while, my dear girl accused herself as the cause 
of all our calamities, and pined away on that account, 
as pale as the sheet she lay in. . She was also so enfee- 
bled, by her iaintish and sick fits, that she was not able 
to make a third of her usual earnings ; and as I, on my 
part, Was also disqualified from labouring in my profes- 
sion, since 1 did not dare to leave my child alone and 
unsheltered, we were reduced to a state of the greatest 
extremity. 

One day, word was brought me that a gentleman, a 
few doors off. desired to speak with me ; and as they, 
who are sinking, catch at any thing lor their support, 
my heart fluttered in the hope of some happy reverse. 
Accordingly 1 foUowed the messenger. His appearance 
in dress and person was altogether Uiat of the gentleman. 

He ordered all others out of the room, aqd requesting 
me to sit by him, and in a half whispering voice he be- 
gan : I am come, Mr. Stern, from one whom y<m have 
great reason to account your greatest enemy ; i come 
from Mr. Delvil, at whose suit your daughter now lies in 
prison. I started — Be patient, Sir, he said. He knows 
your distresses, he knows all your wanta He knows 
also that he is the author of tliem ; yet I tell you, that 
he feels them, as if they were his own ] and that it .was 
not his enmity, but his love, that occasioned them. 

He depends on his old uncle Dimmock for a vast for- * 
tune in expectation. He saw your daughter and loved 
her; he saw her again, and loved her to madness. He 
enquired her family, her character, and found that he had 
nothing to expect firom any licentious proporal. He 
feared, however, that all must love her as he did, and to 
prevent other pirates, he made -use of the stratagem 
which, contrary to his intentions, has brought you here. 
Ho never meant any thing dishonourable by your daugh- 
ter. Had he carried her clear off, you might all have 
be<en happy together at this day ; and if you consent, he 
will marry her here, in the presence of a few witnesses, 
who shall; be sworn to secrecy till his uncle's death ; and 
he will instantly pay you down three hundred pounds, 
in recompense for yoiju sufferings, and will seUle <»ie 
hundred pound? ftnnvity qn y<?\iT PhiW fw U<?. 

I muH own that, to one Ia my cucumstaBCH* this 
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propfMal had ■omethinr yery tempting in it But who / 
18 this Mr. Delvd? aaidf I, I know nim not, I never savr 
him. — I am the man. Sir, said he. I would have di»> > 
charged my action as I came to this place ; but! dare 
not permit your daughter to get outor mv custody ; for, i 
at the loss of my fortune, 9t the loes of my life, I ani ' 
determined that no other man shall possesa her. I then 
promised him that I would make a fttithfiil narration to 
my child of all thait had passed, but told him at. the same j 
time, that I would wholly subscribe to her pleasure ; and i 
80 we parted. . 

As soon as I represented this matter to my Diana. O 
no, my papa, she cried, it is impossible, it never can be ; 
I would do any thing, suffer anj^ thing, but this, for your . 
relief. Would you act the marriage ot tlie lamb and the 
wolf in the fable ? If such have been the consequences 
of this gentleman's affection for us, what have we not to 
expect from the effects of his aversion? 'I would prefer 
any kind of death to a life with such a man. And then 
my mother, she cried, and burst into tears, my dear mo- 
ther whom he has murdered! though he were worth half 
the world, and would marry me publicly in the face of 
the other half; it will not be, it cannot be, indeed, my : 
papa ! 

Hereupon I wrote Mr. Delvil almost a literal account > 
of my daughter's answer. It is nearly five weeks since 
this Happened, and we have not heard any thing further ,' 
firora him. I; 

In this time, however, we got acquainted with a family ii 
at the next door, whose converse has been a great con-|;i 
eolation to us. There is a father and mother with seven I ti 
small children, boys and girls; they are very worttiy peo-lf 
pie, and ot noble descent ; but how they contrive to live] 
at all I cannot conceive, for they have no visible meanJ.<i 
of making a penny. Had we not known them, weshouldlv 
have thought ourselves the poorest of all creatures. We| < 
must own them more deserving of your charity than Wf^ 
are. i 

Here poor Mr. Stem ended ; and you can't think, dada^ i 
how my heart leapt with love toward him, on his recom- i 
mending others as more deserving than himself. So I < 
resolved, at once, what to do, and taking two £50 not<^9 1 
from my pocket book. You shall not be under the neces^ 
sity. Mr. Stern, says I, of marrying your pretty lamb heiett 
to the ugly won ; so here is fifty pounds to pay your a i 
tion, and fees, and other small debts. i 

On taking tne note, dada, he looked at it very earnest^ 
ly ; and when he saw it was a true note, he opened hi4 
eyes and his mouth so wide, and stood so stiff, withoufl 
stirring hand or foot, that he put me in mind of Lot'f 
wiifei who w«8 turned into a pubur ot sfUt. However, I 
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did not fleem to mind him, but turning to his dftUghter, 
and showing her the other note, Miss Diana, says I, here 
is fifty pounds for you also, in order to set you up in 
your little shop again ; but you shall not have it without 
a certain condition. What condition master, said she 
\ smiling 1 The condition, says I, of puttuig your anna 
4 about my neck, and giving me one or two sweet kisses.. 
She then looked earnestly at me with eyes swimming 
with pleasure; and starting suddenly to me, and catching 
me to her bosom, she kissed by lips and my forehead, and 
my head, again and again: and tmn set up as lamentable 
' and loud a cry. as if her Iktber had lain a corpse belbre her. 
Mr. Stern then lifted up his eyes, and dropping on his 
knees, O my God, he cried, how bountiftil art thou to a 
wretch who is not worthy the least of all thy mercies! 
Hereupon the daughter turned, and seeing the postun 
of her father, she fell on her knees before him, and throw- 
ing her arms about him, he folded her in his also, and 
, they wept plentiftilly upon each other. 

11 ow conies it, dada, that crying ahould be so catebing 1 
HoWever it be, Mr. Clement and I could not contain ; 
and I shall love him the better during life for the teani 
that he shed on that occasion. 
On hearing a smart rapping, Mr. Stem rose and qpen- 
r ed the door, where a footman almost breathless, deliver- 
ed him a letter. The letter was to the purpose that Mr. 
Delvil was ill of a qtinsey, that he had but a few hour* to 
, live, and requested Mr. Stern to bring his daughter to 
I him, that, by marriage, he m^ht give her a ULwftil title' 
. to his fortune. No, papa, cried Diana, liviuK or dead, 
I, ' nothing shall ever bribe me to give my hana to a man 
, , who has had a hand in the death of my dearest mother. 
i,vL Mr. Clement, however, thought it advisable that Mr. 
,„i Stern should attend the messeng^er, to see if Mr. Delvil 
^A was really ill, or whether this might not be some new- 
V<i contrived treachiery. 

^v^ Tliis was a day of successes to poor Mr. Stem. We 
had premised to stay with his Diana, tin his return ; and 
j^i he had not been long gone till some one tapped at the 
lYi* door. I opened it, and,saw an exceeding old and reve- 
3 t rend man ; he was dressed all in black, and his white 
,((>^ head looked like finow on the feathers of the raven. ' Is 
.^sj Tom Stern here 1 said he. No, Sir, said I, he is gone 
p Ai into town. I thought he was a prisoner. No, Sir, it is 
^ -ft not he, but his daughter, who is under confinement. 
Will you pive a feeble old man leave to sit with you, 
.gt^ gentlemen 1 and so. down he sat Come here to roe, 
\-^\h child, says he to Diana, are you a daughter of Tom Stem 1 
^■y^] I am^ Sir, so please you. And what was your mother^s 
.(<i name 1 Anne Roche, Sir ; but, alas ! she is not living, I 

r, Vol a. . p. 
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Hm eattM of b«r doath ; she broke ber hMrt, good 
», on my being put to gaol, t bo]^, child, said tbe okl 

C^etaoan, that you were not imprisoned for any tiiingr 
was naughty. No. Sir, no, cried Mr. Clement, it 
waa her honesty alone that brought and kept her here ; 
had she been less virtuous, she -might have been at li- 
bei^, and flaunting about in her coach. 

The old man then put on his spectacles, and ordering ^ 
her to draw nearer,.he took a hand in each of his, and 
laoking intently in h^ face. What is your name, my 
dear ? jBaid he ; Diana, honoured Sir. That is a pretty 
and coasts name, for an unchristian name. Iiideed, 
Diana, you are a sweet babe» and the prettiest littlp pri- 
soner thai ever I saw. I will pay all your debts, and 
give you a thousand pounds over, it you will come along 
with me, and be my prisoner, Diana. Ah, Sir, cried the 
girl, it is too much to have broken the heart of one pa- 
nnt ahready : I would not leave my dear father for any 
man with all the money in all the world. You do not 
laava your father, he cried, by going witli me, Diana. I 
ain yoilU true father, the father or Nanny Roche, the 
wier of ber who bore you» your own grandiatlter, my 
Diana, 

Here she sank on her knees, between his knees, beg- 
ging aad beseeching his blessing; while his hands and 
eyes w^re lifted in prayer ofver her. He then raised her, 
and placing her genUy on his knee,' clasped her In his 
arms ; while she mrew her*s about his neck, and joining 
l)er cheek to his, sobbed aloud, and poured her tears into 
his Uosom. The old gentleman, however, did not ex- 

Sress his concern by word, or sob, or even any change of 
is countenance : and vet his tears fell fast, down his re- 
lerend and delighted features, upon his grandchild. 

This, deda,*was a very pleasing, thougn a very affect- 
ing sight. As soon as the height of their passion was 
■ometiiing abated. Miss Diana turned her eye toward 
ipeit and said. You were pleased, my grandpapa, to pro- 
mise that you would pay my debts; but that is done al- 
taady. This angel here was sent to prevent all others; and 
he fm|1)her presented me with this bill of Jt!50 to set me up 
iSk a Detter shop than I kept before. 
• X r^oioe, cried the old man, I rejoice to find that so 
imieh of heaven is still left upon earth. But you, my 
Piq^a, i|re now in a condition rather to give charity than 
receive it Arom any. Your dear uncle Jeremy, who tra- 
Ofia to Uia West Indies, lately died of the small pox on 
hia.paasage homeward. You are the heir of his fortunes, 
and tine heir of my fortune; you are the whole and sole 
lady of all our possefssions. But, tell me, how much did 
nis. youflg gentleman advance in your fiivour 1 A hun- 
CUDiKfjpounaiBySir. 
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He then took out a banker's note of a hundred pound*, 
and having offered it to me^ I did not dare to refuse it, 
for l<3ar ot offending the honour of the respectable old 
gentleman ; bo 1 hek) it in my hand after "a douhtine 
manner. My dear Miss Diana, says If I will not be put 
to the pain of taking this back again> but on the condi- 
tion or your telling me to whom I shall give it ? O, she 
cried out instantly, to the babies, to the sweet babies at 
ihe next door ! 1 wish to heaven I bad as much more to 
add to it for their sakes. 

I then enquired the name of her favourite fhmity at the 
next door, and being told that it was Ruth, I looked over 
my list, and found that Mr. Ruth was in for above seven 
hundred pounds. - This grieved me very much, as such 
a sum nearly amounted to the half of onr whole stock* 
However, I comlbrted myself with the hope that God 
would send some one else, to make up to this poor ftmily 
what should be wat/ting on my part 

Mr. Stem just then returned. I beg pardon, said he, 
gentlemen, for detaining you so long, but I could not 
avoid it The unhappy man fi^ actually dying a very 
terrible deaths indeed, in his full Htrength, and almost in 
his full health, stifling and gasping for air, which the 
swelling of his glands will not suffer to pass. 

As soon as I entered, he beckoned to me, and put this 

Faper, sealed^ into my hand. And again, obser^ng that 
was agitated and deeply concerned for the state under 
which TO laboured, he reached out his hand* to me, and 
grasping my right hand, put this ring upon my flnger. — 
This paper container, under his hand and seal, a discharge 
of the action which he laid upon my daue^hter, as also a 
conveyance to us, of the cash notes inclosed, amounting 
to three hundred pounds, in consideration, as he recites, 
of our losses and unjust sufferings. And so, my dear 
master Penton, I here return you your £100 with all pos* 
Bible acknowledgments^ and a sense of the obligation 
that will never leave me daring life. 

Sir, said I, you roust excuse me. I am already paid. 
That gentleman, yonder, conipellea ine to Accept of the 
very sUm you offer. 

Mr. Stem then started, and turning, he saw his uncle ; 
and ejring him inquisitively, at len^h reeoUrcted who he 
was. He then stepped up, and falling on his knees be- 
fore him, O, Sir, ne cried, your pardon, your pardon ! 
Tis all I presume to ask, I dare not hope ibr your bless- 
ing- 
Tom, said the old gentleman, I wanted to be even with 

you ; I w.ihted to seduce your daughter, as ynu seduced 
mine. But yoi r daughter, Tom, though come of very 
lebelliottsi paren(s, would not be seduoed. Howsomever, 
§» I h«ve taken a liking to li^, she nnist come aieng with 
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me, whether like will or no.. And, »■ Jacob iiid to jo^ 
seph concerning Ephraim and Manaaseh, she abaU* |ie 
mine and not thine. Tom; and my name and the name 
of m^ fathers shall be named apon her* according to her 
inheritance. But if you have any affection for this my 
child, Tom, and are unwilling to part with her, you may 
follow her, and welcome. 

Soon after we got up, and having con|;ratu]ated tbia 
happy family on the bles«ing of their meeting and recon* 
ciliation, I stepped to the old gentleman, and catcbine 
him about the neck, tendeily took my leave of him, as I 
did also of Mr. Stem. But when I went to take leave of 
the fair Diana* she drew some steps backward, and her 
eyes and sweet features beginning to swell, she again 
run forward, and catching me in her dear arms, 0, my dar- 
ling, my darling, my darling, slie cried, am I then going to 
1 se you, it may be never to see you more! were it but- 
once in a week, in a month, in a year, to behold you, 
even that would keep me alive for all the-remsinder. O 



mv best, my most generous, my nrst preserver : it is you 
who might be the seducer, who might make me and 
others run after you bare-fooL But ir we must part, my 
litUe anf;el, do but promise to know me in heaven, and 
there your poor Diana will meet you, never to part any 
more. 

What could I say or do, dada, in aqswer to the dear 
girl 1 my heart swelled, almost to bursting, "while she ca- 
ressed and wept over me. At length, with words, as well 
as my tears would give me leave to pronounce Uiem, I 
demanded the name of the place to which shewas^oing, 
and .promised to pay her a visit as. soon as possibly I 
could. We then parted very melancholy, notwithstand* 
ing all our success ; and, going out, I wiped my eyes, 
and begged Mr. Clement to order tea and co£fee, with a 
comfortable entertainment for the family at the nei(t 
door, while I ^should go in and introduce myself as wdl 
as I could. 

Having tapped gently at the door, it was opened by a 
little ragged boy of about five years old. Mrs. Ruth sat 
fVill in my view, and her three Httle daughters stood be- 
fore her, while sh? examined them in the Old Testament 
questions of who was the first man, and the wisest man. 
and the strongest man, and the oldest man, and above idl 
the man after God's own heart 1 

Mrs. Ruth was/a fine woman, and had a great deal of 
humble dignity about her. I bowed to her as I entered, 
and going familiarly up, I took her by the hand and kiss- 
ed it. Allow me, madam, said I, to introduce a little 
neighbour to yo}\: I lodge within a few doors, and shall 
think myself nappy^ in being acquainted in your family. 
Alas, my dear, says she, there are very few who seek ac . 
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qtuuntanoe wiUi calamity. They, who wish to relies it, 
seek acquaintance with it, madam. 

Hmving eyed me all orer, with an earnest kind of sor- 
prize. You look, my Ioto, said she, to be very good na 
taEed, and I dare say will be rery charitable when you' 
eometo have the ability. Tlie little ability I have, madam, 
shall be strained for your service. In the mean tiroeu 
ptay pardon the fireedom I have taken in ordering tea and 
conee into your room, with some cakes and sweet meats 
fbr these pretty misses. I Will only trouble you, madam, 
with one guest more; it is Mr. Clement, my tutor, who, 
good man, has been no stranger to poverty or distress. 

Here she called Mr. Ruth rrom an inner room. Give 
me leave, my dear, says she, to introduce a young stran- 

fer to you: from what world he comes, I know not; but 
am sure that he is not wholly ot the wojld that we 
have lived in. 

Mr. Ruth's oountehance spoke at once the meekness 
of Moses and the patience of Job. Having saluted, we 
both sat down. Mr. Ruth, said I, I have a message to you 
i&nd your lady from your sweet pretty neighbour, Miss 
Diana Stern. Iii token of her respect and affection for 
you, she presents you with this cash note of a hundred 
I>ounds. Diana Stem ! cried out Mr. Ruth, why, master, 
she is nearly as poor as ourselves. By no means, Sir, 
I assure you ; her grandfkther is come to town, she is 
worth several thousands, besides a considerable estate to 
which she is heiress. O, the dear creature, the dear angel! 
cried Mrs. Ruth, I will instantly go and pay her my ac- 
knowledgments ; so up she got and out she run, before I 
could prevent her. 

As -soon us she was gone, Mr. Ruth, says I, my dada is 
much fonder of me than I deserve. He has given me a 
little money to dispose of, at {Measure, among the con- 
fined debtors ; and though I may not have enough to an- 
swer your occasions, yet n)y dada is so very good and so 
very generous, that if you give me the sum of your debts* . 
wim uie story of your distresses^ his h^art, I am sure, will 
melt, and he will set you dear in the world. 

He made no answer, however, to this my offer, but, 
lifting up his eyes, he cried, Well mightest thou say, 
great Saviourof the simple, "Suffer little children to come 
unto me. for of such is the kingdom of heaven." O 
thou baoe of the manger, ''thou first born of many 
brethren," here, indeed, is a dear and true litde brottier of 
thine ; but be speaks in his simplicity, and not according 
to knowledge ! Then, turning toward me, Can you guess, 
my darling, iaid he, what you undertake to do for me 1 
I question if the charities of all this nation would be su^ 
flcient, when united, to effect my deliverance. Nothin?, 
nothing but the arm of the Almighty can do It He will 
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^ it, in^Md, in death; butwliatthenshvUbe^aieofiBy 
wife and aeven infants 1 that truly ia terrible^; ia worae 
than death to think of! 

While we were speaking, twoaweet little fellows came 
in, the eldest very nearly of my size, but both clad in 
very thin and poor looking apparel. Having kneeled 
for their father's blessing, they ilipt behind us; and turn* 
ing my head to observe them, I was quite ashamed, and 
drew it back again, on perceiving that the poor tninga 
^ere unlading their pockets of old erusts and broken 
meats, which I supposed they had begged for the fkmjly. 

Mrs. Ruth just then returned, and her countenance 
. iopked somethmg dejected. She took her seat bv her 
husband, and continuing a while silent, she put her hand- 
kerchief before her eyes, and began in broken words. Can 
you guess, my dear, said she, what sort of a creature this 
IS whom we have got among us 1 This little heavenly 
impostor, to lightenour bbligation, would have persuad- 
ed us that the hundred pounds was the gilt of another ; but 
it is all hisK>wn bounty, it is all his own graciousnesa. 
Come my daughters, come my children, kneel down and 
return your thanks to this your patron, your benefactor, 
your little father here ! 

O dada, you would have pitied me sadly, had you seen 
me at this time. The poor dear things came, all in a 
cluster, p'ressing, and catching, and clasping, and cling- 
ing about me ; while my love, and my very heart was 
torn, as it were, to fritters among them. So I took them, 
one by one in my arm, and jiissed and embraced them 
very cordially .calling them my brothers and sisters. I then 
took out another hundred pound note, and giving it to 
the eldest of the daughters, Here, my dear, said I, I always 
loved the little misses better than the little masters ; here 
is for yourself and your sisters, to. clothe you m a way 
more becoming your family. And then taking a note of 
e^ual value, I gave it to the 'eldest son, for .himself and 
ins brothers, as I said, to help to educate them^n a man- 
ner more agreeable to the house from whence they camaw 

Mr. and Mrs. Ruth looked so astonished at me, and at 
each other, that, for a while, they were not able to utter 
a syllable. And just as they began to make their acknow* 
ledgments, I cried. Hush, hush ! here comes my tutor. 

Mr. Clement just then entered, followed by several ser- 
vants, who earned a tea equipage, cold fowl, baked meats, 
with pastries, and some wine. 

Having introduced Mr. Clement, we all got round tha 
table, and after tea and a further regale, I besought Mr. 
Ruth to give us the story of his misfortunes. 

My father, said he, was baron of Frankford. He left 
my DTOther with the titla, four thousand five hundred 
poimdfl a yeart entailed however upon ma» in case of b|f 
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Sfing witiiODt male iflroe. And he Ml mm a itaafl fift- 
entence of four tiandred pomidi yeariy, to itippoit to 
Bome nawttstire the appearance of a getiUeaiaii. 

Afl my coBcem bordeFed on my brother's artato , wb 
saw one another every day, and oontinaed, far sefwal 
yearsj in strait and tender am^ty. 

Being both invited, one day, to dine with oAer ean- 
]Muiy, at the house of a neighMnr called Mr. HearlieaB, a 

auestion happened to be started over the bottle, whalMr 
le method of setting an e^c on end was erig^inally tlie 
invention of Columbus, or whether it was oouiluuintatatl 
to him by some other; and I unhappilT espoused tiM 
opinion that was opposite to that of my BrotMr. 

Now, though the question was not worth the v^ry rfMll 
of the -egg about which we debated, yet we ent^«d aa 
warmly into it as though a province 'md lain at stake : 
for it is not truth, or instnicnon, that dtsputants seek af- 
ter ; it is victory alone, that is ttie object of their oontan- 
tion. 

After some warm words and persona) retorts bad pass- 
ed between my brother and me, he started into sQadm 
I>assion. and gave me the lie ; whereupon, reaefaing 
acroes the table, I gave him a tap on the cneek with the 
flat of my fingers ; then, rising furiusly from his seat, he 
swmre a fearAil oath, and cried, I win ruin you, Harry; 
thous^h it cost me my estate, I will ruin yon, Harry Rufh, 
with all who are yours. 

The ^ery next day he mustered his tenants and fa- 
bonrers, and coming upon me with a little army, he laid 
most of my fences level with the earth. 

When 1 complained of this violence to my nei^ neigh- 
bours, Mr. Heartless and Mr. Hollow, they prote^ed tmy 
would stand by me against such outrageous proceedings to 
the last of their fortunes. They then advanc^ rae,between 
them, five hundred pounds for the purpose. I iraqfiedi- 
ately commenced suit against my lord's tenants. Blit 
though I cast them all with costs, I unhappily ^nd&at 
nearly aH my money vVas sunk m'the contest. 

Meantime, scarce a day past^ed wherein I was not serv- 
ed with a subpoena from Chancery, to answer snch a bill* 
to which my Brother had procured me to be made a par- 
ty. And he also entered a suit against me, himarif, in or- 
der to invalidate my flither's will, whereby I claimed my 
little patiimony. 

When I told this to my friend Mr. Hollow, he bfolte 
into a loud laugh. Your title ! cried he : the world can- 
not invalidate your title, Mr. Ruth; I will let you ha^ 
a thousand pounds upon it to-morrow ; and this I was 
under the necessity ofaccepting soon after. 

Contention serves, with mutual hands, to shut every 
door against reconciUation. The mere I had loved my 
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brathir» Hii mote I now.cfotastod htm. Imtoad of any 
•uomUMioil or oveitara to appease him, my Upa iittera<L 
in dally invectives, the overOowinn of my heart; as I 
{MO was assured that, on his part, he wished me nothinc 
was than eternal perdition. Thus we burned, on bota 
sidesy with unquenchable fire, and the kingdom of Satan 
wa¥ AiUy. opened within us. 

At length, my body was imprisoned, at the suit of my 
' neighbour Heartless, for £760, and my lands were taken 
undiBr execution, at the suit of my neighbour Hollow, 
l&r the sum of £2,000. But I six>n was informed that 
an this money was my brother's , who had advanced it ■ 
flrom time to time, to those his clandestine correa|K>n- 
dents, in order to hasten and deq;)en my deKtruction. 
When I underrtood this, I raged, I was all on fisA ; and 
I took a horrid pleasure in the notion of having the fangs 
of a tiger, that I micht tear .my brother piecemeal, and 
my fidse friends limb from limb, and feast my spirit on 
their pangs, and mine eyes on their carnage. 

But when I turned a look on my wife and seven in- 
fuits, grief joined with rage to tear mo by a double 
distraction. I cursed the lot to which I was appointed 
upon earth; and I should have sought some desperate 
means of putting an end to my torments and existence 
together, but that I dreaded, by my dealh, to give plea- 
sure to my brother, ten times more than I dreadedf the 
pain of dying. 

O, ray friends, had all that ever were sainted, come 
and preached to me the peace of our Lord Christ at that 
season, it would have been no more than beating the air, 
or atriving with so many spunees to make an impresston 
on a block of marble. It is distress alone that, by op- 
pression, makes impression ; that preaches the internal 
doctrine of sensible mortification, and humbles a proud 
spirit, by plucking away all its^irops. 

At first, I was as a worm under the foot of my God. 
I turned, and struggled, and writhed, and fouirht with 
all my force against the crusher. But, alas ! all was in 
vain; he was too mighty for me; and opposition served 
only to add to my anguish. 

At length I was compelled to acquiesce, rather through 
the want of power than the want of will to resist And 
I lay, as it were, without motion, under his dispensa- 
tions ; at the same time that my heart reproached him 
in secret 

Havinff sold all our moveables, and even our wearing 
apparel for sustenance, we were reduced to the neces- 
sity of sending our eldest boys to beg firagments of vic- 
tuals at kitchen-windows, to keep us from utterly fam- 
isMng. This I held to be such a farther shame and 
difgrice a« g^upg my soul to the quick ; 1 therefore be. 



TK£ FOOL OF QUALITY. 8T 

gen to kiek against the pricks abo; bot flndinc that the 
more I spanied, the stronger I was held and pressed 
into the dost, I gave np all resistance, and contented 
myself with giieviiig and weeping under the hand of 
the Almiehty. 

From Bence I gradually sunk into a stage of resigned 
serenity, which, although without sunshine, was yet 
without disturbance. My fury smoothed its crest, my 
passions subsided, and I felt nothing more of rancour 
against my brother, or resistance against my God. 

The activity of the soul witt find itself employment. 
As I had now no further prospect or concern upon earth, 
I began to turn my thoughts and attention toward hea- 
ven. I locked myself into-yonder doset. I threw my- 
self into the dust I have ainned, I cried, I have greatly 
sinned. O God ! I am nothing, I am crashed even lower 
than the nothing that I am ; spare, spare me from a 
deeper perdition, I beseech thee! 

I felt that my prayer was beard : peace descended 
upon me like dew upon the night ; the day star be- 
gan gradually to dawn to my soul ; the dark kingdom 
of Satan gave way before tne kingdom of the Son of 
Light and Love; and I would no more have entertained 
any one of my former passions, than I would have 
taken bumijig coals and have buttoned them up in my 
bosom. 

I was greatly delighted, dada, with this part and some 
more of Mr. Kuth's story; and I got him. to repeat it 
over and over, that I. might remember it the better. 

I now, continued be, I now pitted my brother, as 
much as I ever hated him. I grieved for having caused 
the k)ss of his peace. I wished to restore it to liim, I 
wrote a penitential acknowledgment of my faults. I 
besought his pairdon in the humblest manner, for the un- 
fortunate blow, i subscribed to the justice of my con- 
sequent sufferings ; and I sent my son, here, to attend 
his lordship with my lowly address. 

The triumph, which this humiliation gave to my bro- 
ther, supplied him with patience to go through my me- 
morial. But then conceiving, as I suppose^ that it was 
dictated by mercenary meanness and hypocrisy, be tore it 
to pieces and dashed it into the fire.. Then, returning 
to my child the box which had sp inflamed the soul of 
his lordship, he kicked my poor little fellow out of his 
house. 

My child came home to me weeping sadly ; but I 
consoled him the best I could, and mingled my tears with 
his; not in any resentment for the treatment received, but 
through grief for the inveteracy of my unhappy brotlier. 
O my God, I cried, I no longer repine at my abasement, 
III tl^e weight Qf ipy suQerings and mortifications; I 
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blMB th06 fcr tbem, O €k>d ; they liave proviftd m)^ hetk 
friends, my moit salutary physicians. Crael ana etern, 
indeed, is the porter Who stands at the iron gate of pain ; 
but O, it opens upon regions of ihward deiight ; mr lie 
Who clothed himself with the cross, is all glorious witlnn ! 

My happy experience ot this truth opened, ibr me, a 
new prospect inn> the mjrstery of God's dispensation to 
mortals \ and threw a number of shining lights on those 
very articles of gospel redemption, which Bad formerly 
appeared to me so exceptionable and gloomy. If God, 
said I to myself, hath saffered man to Ml, he hath also 
provided for him every possible means of recovery and 
restoration. 

Wherefore, when sin came into the world, God also 
sent suffering, its inseparable attendant, to be a cure 
and an antidote to the poison thereof. If sin, therefore, 
hath thrust the kingdom of heaven from within us, suf- 
fering comes, as God's forerunner ; it relaxes and un- 
folds the brazen gates of our polluted temple, that Christ 
our Righteousness may enter, the very hem of whoM 
garment is Salvation to every soul that lays hold upon it. 

Here I took Mr. Ruth about the neck, and kissing him, 
said, that I was sure my dada would be willing to pay 
his whole debt, in return for the sweet instructions which 
he had given to his Harry. Yon speak of your dada, 
my dear, said he, as though be were the representative 
of'^God, in the gospel, who forgave to his servant ten 
thousand talents. What you nave given me already, 
master, is beyond any human bounty that ever I beard 
of. I shall therefore lay by two of these notes, tilll am 
better informed how for your good fother may be satis- 
fied with the donation. 

Soon after, we took leave, for the present, of this hoq- 
ourable fomily. We then went among the other princi- 
pal debtors, whose distresses indeed were ^reat, though 
their stories, except one, had little singular m them. In 
order to make our money go as far as we could, we 
hurried here and there, through the town, compounding 
with the several creditors, from eight to ten and twelve 
and fifteen shillings in the pound ; so that, for about six 
hundred pounds, we disohajrged a numbeir who were in- 
debted to the amount of a thousand. 

On Tuesday about noon, in the last week, I stepped 
to Mr. Ruth's to see if the fomily had been decently 
clad, agreeable to my request. There I found him and 
his four sons clothed in warm and clean, though very 
coarse apparel : and he told me that his wife had gone 
^ abroad with her thr^e daughters, in order to put them 
also into a suitable condition. 

While I sat with him, a young woman came in, of a 
▼ery gentecd appearance, though m a pltfin dress. -PoaH 
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Fou femember the ^iri. Sir, Miid she to Mr. Rath, who 
uaed to come to you, over night, in a green kerchief flii4 
a little red mantie ? I should be very ungrateftil, in- 
deed, said he, if any changeof dress would conceallhim 
my remembrance that sweet and charitable countenance. 
O Sir, she cried, the few shillings that I brought you, 
ftt>m time> to ^ime, came from a very affectionate hand, 
though from a hand you would little suspect of any af* 
/eetion toward you : they came from your loving neice 
Belinda Ruth, who has shed many a snower of tears^on 
your misfortunes. May heaven be her portion, cried out 
the good man, since earth has nothing egual to so much 
goodness ! Indeed, Sir, continued the girl, the little that 
your liiece sent you was procured with much difficulty 
and danger to herself; for from the time that, on her 
knees and with a deluge of tears, she petitioned her fli- 
ther in your behalf, he kept a watchful eye over hen and 
took from lier all family trusts ; so that she had nothing 
wherewith to supply you, except the price of some cast 

gowns, and of other little matters that she feigned to 
ave lost Moreover, my lord swore vehementljr, that, 
if ever she furnished you with the value of a farthing, or 
kept any kind of correspondence with you or with 
yours, he would disown and turn her into the public 
streets. 

You alarm me greatly, cried out Mr. Ruth. Is any 
thing amiss, has any thing happened to my dear child 1 
She was' a lovely little angel from her cradle ; though I 
should not know her now, if she stood erect before me. 
I. hope, I say — teU me — ^proceed, I beseech you ! 

There was a servant, Sir,* a man whom your neice 
thought very faithful, and therefore entrusted with the 
secret of ray coming to you, that he might attend and 
see me back again. This fellow, presuming on the confi- 
dence that was placed in him, would, this morning, have 
taken ipdecent liberties with his young mistress. This 
she resented in a becoming manner, and threatened to 
complain of his insolence to her father. The revengeful 
villam instently run, and told the affair to his lord with 
many aggravations, as thou^ his daughter was robbing 
htm of all his substance. Thereupon she was hastily 
called, and having in part confessed the charge, my lord^ 
drefw his sword in his fury, whereupon giving a shriek 
and a sudden cmring, she got out of his presence, and 
haa sent me to know, Sir, if you will be pleased to re- 
ceive her. 

Yes, cried Mr. Ruth, to my bosom, to my heart ; with 
the same pleasure and welcome that a convict receives 
pardon on the hour of execution. 
Just then Mrs. Ruth entered, with her three daughters, 
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vrbo, naming up to their ftther, dropped together on 
their knees beftire Mm ibr a UeMing. 

While his hands and eyes were raised in prayer over 
them, the young stranger stepped earnestly up, and Ail- 
ing on her knees bestde the danffhtors, she broke into 
team, and cried alood, Bless me. Mess me also, O my fit* 
ther ! I am your neice, your Belinda. My ikther is no 
more ! Youn, my lord, is the title, yours all the posse- 
sion I I now, in my turn, depend on your bounty linr a 
mcMTsel of bread. My brotner, my brother dead! ex- 
claimed Mr. Ruth. He is, my lordl; she renlied, he was 
suflfbcatod by his rising choler, and expired on the spot. 

While .the young lady spoke, Mn, Ruth looked, as 
quite terrified Sy the tidings of such a sudden eleTBtMn ; 
and clapping her hands together, and lifting her eyes, 
she cried. It cannot be, it is impossible ! Gun the titiet 
ours the fortune ! — O my Goa ! — O my httsband !— O 
my children !— and down she dropped. 



CHAPTER II. 

While Harry was speaking, Ned saw a woman stand- 
ing before one of the windows ; and looking earnestly 
at ner, he gave a sudden jump, and dancing alMiut, cried, 

Sir, Sir, my mammy, my mammy ! there's my mam-- 
my, as sure as day ! 

Run, Ned, instantly, cried Mr. Fenton, and call James 
to me. James, yonder's the woman who stole Ned from 
his parents ; have an eye to her, do not lei her escape ! 
Order Frank to take a horse and go with all speed to Mr. 
and Mrs. Fielding, that they may come and Know, of a 
surety, whether Ned is their -child or not— -Stay a mo- 
ment ; as soon as you have given Frank his orders, take 
the rest of the servanto and lay hold on this bad woman ; 
bring her into the house by force, and confine her in one 
of the back rooms till Mr. Fielding arrives. By all Ned's 
account she must be a very sad creature, and deserves 
no &vour. 

James went out with alacrity upon his commission^ 
and having executed matters with bis accustomed punc- 
tuality, be returned to the company. 

O, Sir ! cried James, it is impossible that this woman 
should be Ned's mammy as he called her. This is some 
unhappy decayed gentlewoman, as innocent of the focL 

1 dare answer, as the child unborn. I am sorry, wi^ aU 
my heart, that I bad her used so roughly. Beside, Sir, 
she is so deaf, that she can't answer to anything of winch 
0l^ may be^iocvwed, 
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Wben w took her in hand, she was terribly Arighteii« 
ed. Came, says I, mifltreae, you moat now nfe an ao- 
ooont of all your wickedneas. — Ennis, aaya uie, EnnisT 
No, but Enfield ; five miJea beyond Enfield, with, the Rev. 
Mr. Catharinea-^I know nothing, aaid I aloud, of your 
Enfielda or yoitr Catharines ; but I tell you that you must 
now answer for the Fife that you have led. Dead, dead, 
Mys she, God forbid ! A dear and a good master he was 
tome, I am sure. I have lived with him these five years ; 
and he gave me money enough to bear my charges : but 
I fell sick at SL Alban's and spent all; and I have been 
tbeae three days creeping idong, and begging wherewithal 
to keep life in me on the way. 

As you say^ James, cried Mr. Fenton, this aiicottnt 
seems pretty feasible ; a deaf servant however, is some- 
thing uncommon. Go to her yourself, Ned, and observe 
her more exactly ; for, if what she says has any truth in 
it, it is impossible she should be your mammy. 

Ned aecordin^ly went, but returned under evident 
confusion and difficulty. I don't know what to think. 
Sir) of this matter, cries Ned. When 1 look at the gen- 
tlewoman's face, I could swear, twenty times over, to 
every feature: but when I look at her dress and manners, 
I eoold again almost swear against her ftce, 

Ned's perplexity added greatly ta Mr. Fenton's curi- 
osity. He got up in haste, and went in person to in- 
spect the Dfi^y. When he entered, he saw a voung wo- 
man who looked very pale and sickly, but or a genteel 
appearance, and neatly though plainly dressed. She cast 
upon hifnasennble and penetrating look, and. curtsying 
to him, with downcast eyes. Sir, said she, your presence 
tells me that you are master here. I know not for what 
offence your peoide have confined me ; but if it is on any 
BQspieion of misbehaviour, t have here the certificate of a 
worthy man and a great saint, who vouches at least for 
the innocence of my conduct. — Here she presented him 
with a paper that contained the following words : 

''I certify, that the bearer hath served me upward of 
five vears, in quality of housekeeper and intendant of 
my nuniljr ; and that she is a young woman of distin- 
goished piety and merit, and departs, at her own desire, 
on soma buamess to London. Given under my hand,*' 

Mabmadukx Catbabuhes", CI. 

. On reading this. Mr. Fenton bowed, and made a mo- 
hon with hia hand for her to sit down. He then took a 
pea and paper that lay beaide him, and wrote to the pur- 
pose, that ne requested her to allbw him to detain her 
ceitiftcate for about an hour ; after which he would re- 
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turn it,^ and Endeavour to make her amends for the tin- 
becoming treatment whieh his people had given her. 

On casting her eye over the paper, she made a low 
cnrtsey, and said, I shall willingly attend, Sir, during 
your pleasure ; but hope, in the mean time, that your 
charity will afford me a morsel or two of the fragments of 
your last meal. 

Mr. Fenton then pulled a bell, and having ordered 
some cold meats and white wine to be served, he bowed, 
and withdrew to his company. 

Ned, said he as he.entered, this woman is just as much 
the Empress of Russia as she is your mammy. Here, 
Mr. Clement, look at this ceftificate; I have no i^^son to 
doubt the truth of the character given in it, for her per- 
son and manners are every way conformable. I *am 
sorry at heart, that I sent in such a hurry for Mr. and 
Mrs. Fielding ; 1 have thereby raised a sort of expectation 
in them, and it may be very mortifying to have that ex- 
pectation so suddenly and so wholly defeated. 

Some time after, a coach and six fVothing horses drove 
up to the door, and Mr. and Mrs. Fielding alighted, with 
a Kind of impatience and trepidation apparent in their 
countenance. As soon as Mr. Fenton had duly received 
and seated them : My dear madam, says he to Mr. Field- 
ing, I think myself very unhappy in having given you 
a deal of unnecessary trouble. My poor Ned, here, has 
been utterly mistaken in the person of the woman whom 
he took to be his mammy. The certificate of her cer- 
tain residence bears a date even previoas to that in 
which we found him ; and her deportment is more than 
a thousand testimcTnies against her being of the wander- 
ing or dissolute class of people. Be pleased, Mr. Field- 
ing, to look over this certificate ; I think it has all the 
marks of its being genuine. 

The moment that Mr. Fielding cast his eye on the 

Faper, A well known character indeed ! he exclaimed, 
t is the hand of Mr. Catharines, my tutor, my friend ; 
the man of the world, excepting yourself, Mr. Jfenton, 
for whom I have the dearest respect and afifection. No 
qaestion can be made of anything to Which he sets his 
affirmative. 

Alas, cried Mrs. Fielding, then all the hopes we had 
Conceived mast again be cast aside. Here eomes the 
nurse too, poor woman, in great haste ; I sent her word 
that we had found the person whom y^e suspected to 
have stolen our child, and desired mat she would meet 
me here directly. While Mrs. Fielding spoke, nurse en- 
tered panting, and sQmost breathless; and without salut- 
ing or taking any notice of the company, Where, she 
hastily cried, where is the boy, madam, whom you sup- 
poae to be your eluld ? 
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Ak ! Dune, taid Mm. Fielding, we were quite mieteken 
in the woman whom we suspected to be the kidnapper, 
and so that a^bir is all over again. 

I have nothing to aay» cried nurse, to this women or 
t'other woman; but you must not have another body's 
child put U{)on you. If he is indeed your sop, I shall 
know him in an instant ; I should know him fl'om all 
the children that ever were bom. Why. nurse, cried 
Mrs. Fielding, eagerly, do you know or any natural 
mark, or mole, or spot, by which you could guess at himl 
He had no such spot upon him, madam : but, if lie be a 
living boy, he has a mark of my own making, that never 
will out ; and that's the reason that I never dared to tell 
you of it What mark, nurse, what marki tell me in- 
stantly, I beg you. 

Why, madam, you must know as hew the weather 
was very cold, it being the twelfth day of the Christmas 
holidays. So you and m]^ master were from home on 
visiting, and I had a rousing fire down, and my child 
stood by my knee, being just then twelve months nine- 
teen days old, and a sturdy fellow, of his age and inches, 
as any could desire to see. So the cat, all at once, threw 
down some crockery ware behind me. Up I started, to 
be sure, and run to save the vessels ; but, bearing my 
child screcuB, I turned much nimbler back again, and 
found him fallen with his little neck against the upper 
bar of the grate. It was well that I did'nt die on the 
spot, for then he must have died too. So t whipt him 
up in my arms, but he shrieked and roared terribly. So 
I got some softening cream and spread it over the burn, 
and I put a plaister upon that again ; and I covered the 
place, trom day to day, so well witli his cap, that neither 
you nor my master knew any thing about the matter. 
But the shape of his hurt went so deep into my heart 
and into my memory, that, as I was saymg, and etill say, 
I should know him by it again among all the children in 
all the world. 

Go then, my dear nurse, cried Mrs. Fielding, go im- 
mediately, and examine if this boy has your mark upon 
him.' Is this the master, madam, whom you suspect to 
be your son 1 It is, nurse, it is ; my heart took a liking 
to him the first moment I saw him ; he too was stolen 
from his parent8> ai\d may as well be my son as the son 
of another. 

Here nurse made a hasty step or two toward Ned, but, 
suddenly stopping and turning pale, Ah ! madam, she 
died, I wish^ott would go and try yourself; the wound, 
if he has it« is just under his right ear: for if I should 
find, indeed, mat he is my very child, i shall certahily 
run mad on the very spot for joy. I dure not try, nurse. 
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I dare not -tiy for the world, said Mra. Fielding ; t im 
already all or a tremble, I know not hox^. 

Narse, then plucking up a little resolution, stepped 
suddenly to Ned, and turned up his hair ; when, giving 
a loud scream, she had mat the power tor cry out. My 
child, my child, my' child ! and dropped down in an an- 
guishing At of hysterics. 

Mrs. Fielding, on hearing her nurae cry out, rose hasti- 
ly from her chair, and would have gone to embrace lier 
son, but fiadling instantly back she fainted away. The 
poor nurse, howeyer was not so happy. She broke 
forth, at times^ into convulsive peals or laughter that 
made the house ring ; and asain she fell into fits of weep- 
ing, so outrageous and bitterly desolate, as no heart under 
tlie temper of adamant could support 

While the fiunily were all in a Bustle, applying reme- . 
dies to tlieir patients, Mrs. Fielding recovered, and hear- 
ing the ciies of her nurse, she went and kneeled down 
by her, and wept with her and over her, while her tears 
proved a seasonable restorative to herself. 

As soon as Mr. Fielding found that his lady was well 
recovered, he turned to Ned, and lifting his hair, observed 
the remarkable seam that the burn had made. It is, it is 
mv child ! he tenderly cried. O my God, how is this? 
wherein have I deserved thy smallest notice or regard, 
that thou shouldst thus visit me with thy wonders, ana 
by thy mercies put me to confusion of face ? 

Here Ned kneeled respectfully down for a blessing, 
which his father silently called upon him with lifted 
hands and eyes. He then raised him, and sitting down, 
toek him fondly to his bosom. Thou art, thou art my 
son, my beloved son, he cried ; my first and my last, the 
only oflbpring of mv bowels ! l^hou shalt no more be a 
wanderer, no more oe a be^ear, my babe. Thrice blessed 
be our meeting, and tenfola blessed thy fbture fortune ! 
O'that our lives, my child, mi^ht be made one whole ob- 
lation to him from whom this amazing salvation hath 
cjme! 

By this time, the nurse's distemper was greatly abated, 
though she still continued extremely low and feeble, and 
did jiot seem to recollect, except by faint glimmerings, 
any matter that had passed. Mr. Fielding then proposed 
to take her to town, to the physicians ; observing, that 
there was room enough for her and Ned in their car- 
riage ; and as Mrs. Fielding made no exception, the ccmch 
was ordered to turn directly to the door. 

Poor Ned, during this time, war a iienon, who fluctu- 
ated between the dread of leaving known and certain en- 
«' »yi]ient8, and the hopes of possessing somewhat that he 
ad not yet tasted. 

Mr. Fielding then stepped up, in a kind of quick rap- 
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(p0 to ^r. FtBtpn. He caught bfm in his tnqf ; |tf]r 




from your bencOU. — I am tjlesscd, my dear Sijr, I am 
bloiflea l>eyond expression, replied Mr. ^^ntof), in befng 
made a humble mstrument of bappinew to a worthy 
?iian. — O Sir, cried ^f r. Fielding, wfiat events next w 
tQiracuIous ! we came to your door, but we were not 
permitted to pass ; our carriae^e broke for the purppte : 
you then toJd us of this foundling ; but wh^t Iikeli^od 
that among millions he should happen to be ours 1 You 
then proposed an expedient ror ascertaining the persona 
from whom he was kidnapped. This expedient Ailed. 
God, howeveTf would discover him, and had fore-ordained 
the means. He set upon Iijm an indubitable marlt for 
the purpose : none knew of this but his nurse* and thp 
has revealed it Had any one of these many circumstanpea 
been wanting, our child must have remained a stranger 
to us, perhaps, for ever. Indeed. Sir, said Mr. Fenton* 
they are aQ concurring proofs, that you are under the 
especial eye of Providence. But Sir, I fear we snalfbave 
a heavy loss of our friend Ned ; for though he does not 
jnrant his small faults, he is a worthy hearted child, apa 
a very pleasant companion. O f5ir, cried Mr. Fieuling» 
vou and master Fcnton have a right to command both 
him and us at all times. But come, Ned, take }eav9,for 
the present, of your best fk-iends. 

Here Ned, witli filling eyes, stepped respectfully ip 
Mr. Fenton, and kneeling before nirn, took each or bis 
hands and kissed them, crying. My father! my fother : 
vherenpon Mr. Fenton tenderly raised him, and pressing 
him affectionately to his bosom, cried, God be good tp 
you, my son, and make you a blessing to your true pa- 
rents, and to all your kin ! 

Ned then turned to Hafry, and taking h|m by ^th 
bands,- and looking him fondly Jn the face, O master 
Harry, master Harry, he cried ; I never shall be able to 
say Uie word farewell to you, my master Harry ! I was 
hungry and you fed fae, l was naked and you clothed 
me, 1 was a stranger and you took me in; the whol^ 
world to me was fatherless and friendless, when you 
were father and mother, and a whole world of friends to 
me, oiy true lord an.d master Harry ! Are you pot my 
owner! am I not your' property, your own hard bauj^bt 
bargain 7 Did you pot purchase me with yopr stripes, 
ana with your precious blood, and will you suffer nje to 
be taken away from you, my heart's master 1 

Here Harry swallowing bis passion as well ns fie was 
ahle. clasped Ned in his arms and cried. My brother, my 
brotner, my friend and brother for ever: then turning to 

Vol.. 11. C 
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Mr. md Mrs. Fielding, and wiping his tyeu, t bope, 
^moidlLfft, I hope, Sir, sa^rs he, that you win excaae my 
yt^ung: nriend here, for hia partiality to a familjr who have 
loved mm long and very dearly; in a little time, to be 
8ur^ he will loyd and reapect you tx>th. above all the 
woiid, though put altogether. Though I grieve to part 
with him, t neartUv rejoice at lus bemK found, and ac- 
knowledged to be tnie child of such wortny parents; and I 
hope, t say, that you will not be offended at his conpern 
for parting with nis old fViends. 

No, mv noble creature, cried Mr. Fielding, we are de- 
lighted at the proof that he gives of his gratitude, and at 
the strength of his attaclOnent, where he has been so 
highly obliged. 

O, Sir ! madam, says Ned, (kissing the hand of his 

rarents) did you but know the value of what I lose, when 
leave, when I leave-— and here he burst afresh into 
tears. 

.Mrs. Fielding then took Ned in her aims, and tender- 
ly embracing him, cried. We do, my love, we do know 
the value of the family Uiat you leave ; and it is the first 
«nd the dearest wish of my heart, that we should all be- 
come as one family and as one household. This angel 
here, as you say, is your rightful owner *. and we owe him 
more, on that account, than our whole fortune can pay, 
and he shall have you as long and as often ;b8 ever he 
pleases ; but, for this night, my darling, it would be very 
unkind not to go with your good nurse, your true and 
loving mammy, who has suffered so much for yoiir sake; 
and her case requires that we should talte her immediate- 
ly to the doctor's. 

Here Ned acauiesced; and having taVen a we^'ping 
leave of all the lamily, not forgetting tiie meanest ser- 
vant in the house, he stepped slowly into the coach, sat 
down by his nurse, and away they drove. 

^H soon as the family of the Fieldings were ffone, 
Harry withdrew to his chamber -and locked himspif in, 
while Mr. Fenton went to enfVanchise his lute prisoner. 

He first returned thecertificate to her, and then present- 
ing her with twenty guineas, he bowed and made a mo- 
tion with his hand to the door, intimating that she was 
at liberty to depart when she thought proper. 

Having looked several times, with silence and surprise, 
now at Mr. Fenton, and again at the money, I should 
be very ill deserving of your bounty. Sir, she said, should 
X attempt any longer to impose upon you. I am not 
deaf as you supposed; it was only an artifice which I made 
use of, when taken into custody, to avoid answering ques- 
lions that might have brought a worthy family into dis- 

|r«!^t Put yo^ iQQk (HO ftltQg«M)«r the ^eatloman mA 



THE FOOL OP QUALITY. «T 

the kiiid-betftodCfaristiuiyth&t I think I ought to have no 
raaerYe pf any kind toward you. 

Be pleased then, said Mr. Fenton, as ftr aa prudence 
.will allow, to let me know who and what you are. 

I hope, Sir, she replied, that I am very mr fWim being 
what I was, otherwise I should be the very vilest of the 
vile. Wherefore, if you will aHow a weakly woman to 
ait, I will tell you the whole of my short story, with the . 
same openness that I make confession of my sins to him, 
from whom alone I can look for remission. 

My maiden name was Fielding ; my ftither was a gen- 
tleman of large fortune and good repute ; he had by my 
mother a very worthy son who inherits his estate, and a 
very unwortny daughter who now takes the shame of 
confessing her faults before you. 

My mother was one of the holiest of women, and 
brought me up, to the best of her power, in her own prin- 
ciples and practice ; but she dicsd when I was in the thir- 
teenth year, an m^e when the blood is in the tide of flow, 
before 1 had aoq^oired a due relish for my duQr, before 
the yoke of Christ became easy, or his burden delight- 
some. 

My father then, provided me a governess, a woman 
well skilled in French and needle-work, and other such 
shewy matters of accomplishment; a woman also of much 
apparent modesty and decorum, though inwardly of ade- 
raucbed and lascivious disposition. 

There is nothing so i>erniciQus to the breedine and 
morals of children, as tfaeirbeing permitted to keep kitch- 
en-company, where high-fed husscys and pampered fel- 
lows form a not>bed pf steaming sensuality and guilt. 

My governess, fnough something elderly, took a lik- 
ing to my father's clerk, a modest young man, whom, 
however, she had the art to seduce to her wanton pnr-i 
poses. 

In order to promote her intrigue, in my fhther's ab- 
sence, at evenmgs, she used to procure collatimis, and 
after we had eat and drank, to propose plays and other 
matters of innocent merriment, as she callea them. 

The cMef of our men-servants was one Guilliam Ram- 
pant, the uutler, a comely robust fellow, and one in whom 
my father had placed great trust 

One night, as we were playing at hide and seek, this 
man watched the place where I sought to conceal my- 
self, and coming sofUy and suddenl^r to me, he caught me 
up under one arm, and running with me to a distant 
apartment, he there rained, me. 

A false shame did'not permit me to say any thing of 
the matter ; and the villain had, anerwards, the insolence 

^ threaten me^ that, if I did nol admit him to further 1^ 
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miliaritiM, be woukt tall what had iMMedi and ezpost 

me to the fiunily. 

At length, both 11^ govemem and I proved with child, 
of which the house-keeper, in private* informed my fotbeii 
whereupon my governess was turned with infamy out' 
of doors, and I was h>cked up and confined in a waate 
room* 

On the third day of my imprisonment my &ther entei^ 
^, and having examined me with a stem though eedate 
severity, on mv knees, and with a flood of tears, I cqn? 
Ibssed the whole affiiir. 

The hutier was then sent for. Guilliam, said m^iath^ 
if you do not directly marry this strumpet, I wdl hang 
you /or a rape : but if yod marry her, I wiU give you two 
hun(lred pounds to set you going in some poor way, on 
condition that I never see the face ot either of you any 
•more. 

The last terms were immediately complied with. A- 
lioense was sent for. We were married m my fisither's 
presence. The money was paid down, and we were di- 
rectly turned into the streets. 

Upon this small fund, and about a hundred and fifty 
pounds more which my husband had saved of his vaib 
and wages, he set up a gaming tavern, to which there 
waa great resort, and as be was a very bold, sensible, and 
enterprising man, he became extremely agreeable to 
numbers of his customers, among whom there were many 
persons of fortune and distinction. 

At length the time of my labour approached. I lay, 
for a fortnight in agonies that admitted of little mtermi^ 
ston. My child died within nie, and was brought xinto 
• tiie world piecemeal. 

I languished for three months after my delivery, with- 

Qttt being able to quit my bed : and the remembrance of 

the pangs and miseries that I endured caused me to vow 

wittun^ myself, that I would never more have any com- 

. msrce with mankind. 

On my recovery, therefore^ I daily rejected the caresses 
of my husband, and every night, I bolted myself into, my 
chamber; whereupon be began to behave himself with 

great coldness and distance toward me, and to frequent 
le company of common and lewd women. 
In about fourteen months afler my marriage, my hus- 
band had a run of dice against him, whereby he* lost to 
the amount of fifteen hundred pounds ; and as he had not 
wherewithal to discharge the full sum, he determined, at 
all events, to pay to the last penny of hisdebtsof Jionor, 
as be called them. Hereupon he began to raise contri- 
butions on the publiCf and after several very hold and 
sttcoessf^ exploits, his person became notorious* and bfi 
was taj^en, from amidst his right honourable associates. 
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•I a ^ini;ig-iable in London* oonreyed to Newgate, triedi 
convicted, and executed at Tyburn. 

Upon HuAi all our nabstance was innnediately wized 
by creditors, or by the offieeis of the sheriff; and I was 
tomed into an unknown world, without any thing to 
sustain me, save a few shillings in my pocket, and the 
single suit of dotnes which I happened to have on my 
back. 

I forgot to tell you, my dear Sir, that my worthy, hut 
afflicted father had died before this period ; and this oui^ 
to have been the greatest of afflictions to myself: hot the 
season of my feeungs was not yet come: and I bately 
^liopt a Gii^httear, without any sense of remorse for hav* 
ifig been, in all likelihood, his principal executioner. 

As my brother was now the only person^ upcm earth, 
to whom I had any right to apply for support ; I accord- 
ingly went to his nouse with an anxious beating heart, 
and sent him in a written stato of my very deplora- 
ble case. But his answer was, that if ever I should again 
tppear before his doors, he would take me up as a vaga- 
bond, and transport me to the plantations. 

Wholly desperato by this disappointment, and stimulat- 
ed almost to irenzy, my blood boiled in my veins. The 
horrid thoughts of vengeance could alone assuage my 
racing spirit : and I resolved to compass my ends by 
poison, oy dagger,, or any the speediest means. For 
I looked upon my brother as a robber, who had spoil- 
ed me of my title to my father's afiSsction and inberi- 
tancci 

For this accursed purpose it was necessary to get new 
him. I sold my clothes, und having disguised mysdf in 
the dress of a chairwoman, I engaged as a aervant in a 
eellar over the way. 

From this place I observed an inftint of about two 
years olcL who, at times, was brought to the doox by the 
band of his jiurse ; and I learned that he was the only 
child of my brother, and that the lives of his parents were 
wrapt up m him. 

Here I conceived I had found, an object on whom I 
might execute my revenge, with better safety to my own 
person^ and greater totture to my adversary, tium by any ' 
other method that invention could supply* I therefbie 
couched on my watch, like a lioness for ner prey, and 
ipying the child alone, I shot across the street, caught 
him up in my arms, and away I flew. 

I hastenea with him as &8t as I could till I reached the 
fields. I then gpt under a ditch, and stripped him of his 
|ay raiment which I folded in a handkerchief; and hav* 
my cut in pieces an old petticoat, and tacked it aboQl 
mmi I nam my way to a cabin where they sold smaU 



40 THE FOOL OP QUALITY. 

ale and spirite, and there took up my lodgings for the 
first ni^ht 

1^ I believe, Sir, I am the greatest instance that ever was, 
of the length to which Iranian nature can go in reprdba* 
cy, when abandoned by Godvand unvisited by his gra- 
cious motions in the heart The strong bent which my 
mother had given me to religion, caused me only to 
recoil with the greater force ; and when my father cast me 
Qflf, I even reproached my God, and was at enmity with 
him for having suffered me to fall into my first offence 
ag&inst virtue. 

I was yet urged and carried farther down the hill of 
perdition, by the example of the licentious set of profli- 

gates that daily and nightly frequented my husband's 
ouse; insomuch that, in time, I began to relish their 
profanene8s,and my tongue, as well as my ear, at length, 
became accustomed to oaths and execrations ; a vice, of 
all others, the most unnatural, most shocking, and ab- 
horred in Our sex. 

In fine, I became an alien and even an enemy to all 
goodness ; and I would wiDingly have been « party in 
any kind of wickedness, save that of personal prostitu- 
tion; and this I avoided merely for fear of a second child- 
bfarth, which I dreaded more than I dreaded the torments 
of hell. 

How pitiable, then, must have been the case of the 
unhappy in&nt who had fallen into my cruel gripe. I 
often sufiered him^ on purpose, to weep for hunger, and 
then would lash him fbr crying, that I might please my- 
self, as it were, with the miseries of my brother in the per- 
son of his child. 

For four years and nine months I led a wandering and 
mendicant hfe, in which trade my little nephew grew 
very successful and useful to me, so that 1 began to 
abate of my severity toward him. Detested by my rela- 
tions, and outeast from the worid, I cared for nothing but 
self; and nightly indulged mv appetite with the best 
victuals and liquor that my pocket could afford, from the 
issues of my own petitions and of those of my fellow-tra- 
veMer.- 

One day, having pasaedthrough Enfield, where I had 
raised some petty contributions, I spied an infknt on a 
bank, at a distance from any house, and instently the 
project occurred of exacting the larger charities by his 
means. I looked about, and thinking that I was not ob- 
served, I caught the child up, and ran off with all my 
epeed. But I had not gone fyr, when I heard a man 
shouting after me, and perceived that I was punued. 
Thereupon I cast down tne child, with my poucn of pro- 
visions; and leaving little Ned behind me also, I OMde 
the best of my way through the opposite thicket. 
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As my terrors eontinued, I continued tortilla tin I ww 
lul in a glow and faint with fiitig^ue ; trat stiU keepine flnr- 
ward, tnougb slower and slower, Grod conduetea me 
within 8i{!^bt of the parsonage house of Mr. Catharines^ 
which I reached with much difficulty, and then sunk away 
on the threshold. 

I knew nothing Airtber of what passed till I found 
myself^in a wann though coaise hed> with one woman 
holding a botUe of salts to my nose, and another present- 
ing me with a cordial. I looJced about and found myself 
something revived ; but, on the "sight of some meat which 
was brought to me, I again fainted. 

Within some hours after, I was seized with pains in all 
my bones, and fell into a raging though intermitting 
fever. Mr. Catharines, who was physician to the bodies 
as well as souls of all his flock, visited and i>rescribed for 
me, and had me attended with great humanity. 

On the third night, I dreamed that an invisible hand 
came,«nd seising. me by a single hair of my head, hur- 
ried me aloft, through .the regions of the air, till it held 
me right over the fiery gulf, m the pinnacles of whose 
:flames a variety of demons appeared to hover, the hor- 
ridnessof whose figures was indescribable to ears of 
flesh and blood. Tney all seemed to struggle toward me, 
and to stretch forth tHeir fangs to receive me ; while my 
husband, Guilliam Rampant, ascended swinly in the 
midst, and rushing up with a pair of shears, cut the hair 
that withheld me m twain ; so down I thought I fell, and 

§iving a shriek, I awakened to darloiess and inexpressi- 
le horrors. * 

Though no light was in the room, my conscious spirit 
supplied the office. All my transgressions arose minute- 
ly and distinctly to memory. They appeared sub- 
stantially, as so many fiends, within me and round 
about me ; and I fell mto an agony that threw me into 
afit 

I awoke again before morning, but withoutany abala- 
ment of my terrors or desperation. The former objects 
continued to present themselves before me; and no longer 
able to support existence, I gro^d about for a knife, or 
other instrument of self-destruction ; for T said to myself, 
perhaps death may bring rest to the weary and overia- 
den, or, at least, afford some respite before the fearAil 
judgment of final condemnation. So, finding no other 
means that suited my desperate purpose, I grasped my 
neck in my hands, and exerted my force to strangle my- 
self ; but nature proved repugnant to the completion of 
an ofilce against herself, and I sunk from my agonies 
into a second fit 

' On the breaking of the day Mr. C&tharines entered ; 
but as the room was darkened, I did not know who he 
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WM. He «mrdftelied my bdd^ fttia takkig htid -of liiy 
iHihd, he sitlied and lifiidj You are very ill, poor woman^ 
Mcdeding 111,' indeed !>you hate more need of apfaysiciaii 
ftnr yddr soul; than your body ; if you please then I will 
kn«wl down ahd ptay with you and lor you, that God 
may receive your departing spirit. 

o nd, Sit, I erled, i cannot pray ; even to hear a prayer 
wotHd be wcrrse than hell to me. I have no God, no 
8iif lour, they hate long since departed from me ; I am 
ll sinner to whom hope can never come ; Omnii)otenfle 
Itself can do nothing^ for me ; I feel that, if Goa would, 
he cannot save me, except oe were to create me owt 
again; 

And he can create you over asain, cried the good Mr. 
Catharines ; even in this instant ne can make you a new 
nature and a new creature; he can save you from all your 
sins by an inward salvation, by pouring the abundance 
of himmlf Into your bosom. 

O Sit, 1 exclaimed, you do not know how vile I ant. 
£ten no^ I am in hell : the fiends have the property and 
possession of me. O, if any single soul were to suffer, 
ror everlasting, What I suffered last night, better it were, 
that creation had neter been. 

Here I tecoutited to him my dream, with the agonies 
that t (bit, and my attempt to destroy myself; when the 
cbmfbrting saint cried out, Good hopes, good hopes ! ver^ 
eteelient hopes, indeed ! These are strong and blessed 
eomptiUctions. I see that the Saviour of sinners is deter^ 
mined not to lose you. Be of good cheer ! here, take 

this iulip to recruit your wearied spirits, that you may 
16 able to lay open the woUndings of your soul to the 
ministering physician of your dear and loving Lord. 

Bdt do you think. Sir. said I, that there is any hope 
fyt me ! Hope, cried he ! there is assurance, more ataole 
than the marble foundations of the earth I God is all 
love ; he is nothing but love ; he never rejected any that 
0nee tutned unto nlm. His incarnation, his whole task 
and buiineds upbti earth, his sufferings and oruciflxion, 
Itta agonies and death, were chosen and embraced by 
him^ fbf the lOVe and sake of sinners. It is in the re- 
glona of i^inning Naphthali, in the <iarlmei9S and shadow 
m death, that the light of the loving Jssus delights to 
U^hiJS Up. But come, my dsar sister, tell me who and 
.what you ate 1 Lay open, with truth and honesty, the 
manifold distempers of your sin-sick soul ; your weak- 
tifiMi youi" poverty, your nakedness, your pollutions, 
yottt' tttHtHi and your emptiness ; and he, who shineth in 
dafknesa, will descend into you, my sister, and trill be 
your strength, and the riches of pardoning mercy to 
f (m I and will bover your nakedness, and purifV your 
foihWOttt, and tttrti yourerrora into reotitade, ana your 
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Here I iD«de him ft ftill tecital of all the puitimM of 
vif Ufet «0 openly, but muchtporeoiinutoljr, than I ha^w 
dom^'to your bonoar. Neter was man ao aflfeeted, ha 

Scfahedi Iks sobbed aloud, he wet his handkerchief with 
s tears, as thoiiKh it had been drenched in the river. 

As ioon as I had tohdnded. Do yoti not know ma tiieii 1 
tii$ criedj (breaUtig iifresh into lean) do you not know 
itte Mrs. Phtebe 1 Know you not Martnaduke Calh»- 
titie»t 3rotir brother's tutor and your tdtor, the mim from 
ntunik hpB yoii tised to imbibe mstniction with ao miicli> 
avidHjr 1 Ah, had I stayed, notUng of this Would have 
babpened) hut your brother gdt me presented to a rich 
Itnng here, and so I left my viiieyard and the ftoito 
thereof unguarded! that cuned Rampant! I lellray 
iamb to the voracious and remorseleto wou !— From your 
infancy, Mre. Phcebe, you were the darling 4>f my aAo- 
tions; the day did not' seem to shine in which 1 saw 
you not. Tour smiles cheered my spirit, and your tt» 
defected tfraces played round my heart. 

Your brother, too, saw and approved my passion for 
you. Whtlt haopiness did he not promise mmself in 
our union ! We will be brothers, he cried, my Oath»- 
rines, folding me fast in his arms; we will be brothers in 
teiility, as well as inclination ! • 

But those blissful projects soon vanished away. You 
were seduced, my daughter, you were sedueed f^^ your 
duty, from your God and your lover. Your brother writ 
mo an account of your mtal falling away i and I spent 
my nights in tears^aud my days in anguish. 

Ab^ how you are altered even in person and as- 
pect I I could not have knoi^n you again. 8in hath 
taken ilWay the innocence and sweetness of your oottit- 

gnatice, dnd jspiead a cloudiness and stdin in the idacb 
61-eOf, But you aro jretumed, my child, you are re- 
turned to virtue and piety^ to yourself and to your 
6bd ! and he Will once more bedutify you, and make 
you as the Kjng*ij dadght^, all glorious withim and ilecic 
you with living sapphires, even the moming-slan ef the 
pteparatSon of the appearance of Jsst^s ! 

While the holy man stMke, the nether mUlsfoae of my 
heart began to dissolve f my agonies and terrors depert- 
ed from me, my breast began to heave with a kmdly 
tfadugh sad emotion ; ahd a torrent of teats greafly eesiti 
my ditftemoei) both of body end mind. 

Mr. Catliaruies, as I afterwards learned^ en heering of 
my delefta biiseertiago, had vowed to himself in seraat, 
never to huve e o mmeme with womankind; 

A widowed lady, however, of large fortune and liberal 
•dtl^ttoliy but mueb advanoed in yeaito^ hai^pened to re- 
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■ide ia the neighbourhood. She was first caught by the 
simple though affectine piety of his discourses from 
the pulpit She visited, and was visited by him. She 
was then, further charmed by the lustre of his senti- 
mentSy the sanctitude of his manners, and the sweetness 
of his disposition. Sir, said she to him one day ; I am, 
by birth a foreigner, and neither have children, nor any 
relation of my blood, in this kingdom, who, on my de- 
cease, may put in for a title to my fortune. I blusq not 
to tell you, that, if I were young and beautiful, you are the 
man of the world whom I would have chosen for my 
•husband. But my defects take nothing from your great 
merits. You are as precious in my eyes, as if I were 
deserving of you ; and I am desirous of making you my 
own for life, provided you witl swear to me, before the 
nuptial knot is tied, that my fortune, my company, and 
my obedience, are all that ever you wiU require of me 
in right of our marriage. You shall live, and shall be~ 
as an only son to me ; and I will have for you at once, 
aU the duty of a wife, and the tenderness of a mother. 

I am not insensible of what gibbers may say, respect- 
ing the impropriety of certain appetites at mjr years : 
but I trust by my conduct to disabuse their opinion, and 
to cause all occasion of stumbling, in my neighbour, to 
cease. 

In the mean time, my two capital prospects will 
be compassed by this scheme ; the one of giving myself 
a legal title to your company ; the other of giving you 
.a legal title to my fortune. 

A proposal, for such a species of marriage, answered 
exactly to Mr. Catharines' vow of celibacy. The lady, 
though considerably upward of sixty, shone in all the 
graces and attractions of youth, excepting onl^ those 
personal allurements to concupiscence, toward which Mr. 
Catharines had resolved on an aversion ; he could, there- 
fore, form no rational objection to the scheme; and, 
within a few weeks, they were privately married. 

While I wept, as I told you. Sir, under a kindly re- 
mane for my manifold offences, Mr. Catharines kneeled 
down and poured forth his prayers beside me, with an 
elocution so warm and so deeply, affecting, as entered 
and searched through my heart and my reins, and seem- 
ed to tear out, by the roots, all the evil that was in me. 

Aj soon as he had ended, and that I had thanked 
hun> with words half suffocated, for the graciousness of 
his consolations. Mrs. Catharines came in. Would you. 
then. Sir. said she, would you monopolize all the chari- 
ties 1 will you not suffer a si^^near the Throne of 
Grace, who may assist in the under services to the aer- 
vanls of our master ? 

My dear, said he tenderly, I was about to request your 
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preaence. Hera Km on the bed of eSckneM, end per* 
nepe of death, the daughter of mv patroo, the irfaler of 
my triend, and onoe the dearest object of niy aflbctkme 
and prospects for fife. Pray order a chamber for her 
more beconUne her station, and my deliti to her Ibmily. 
She instantly went out with ahiicrity. and without ra^ 
ply ; and within a few minutes, seTeral female servants 
entered, who, gently wrapping me in the clothes wheieia 
I lay, conveyed me to a oed feady sheeted and wanned, 
that stood in a email but decent apartment 

As soon as I was placed, Mrs. Catharines came up, and 
stooping, tenderly kissed me, and said, God be very gvir 
cious unto you, my daughter ! 

Here I was treated with an attention and delicacy, 
tllkt joined with my evil deeds to put me to uttershamr. 
However, I began to recover apace, and within a few 
days was able to sit up. 

On the eeventh night I had a very singular dream or 
vision, which will never depart my memory; and 
whiclv I trust, through life and death, will preserve ita 
hwpy and com^rting inilnence upon me. 

Methouglit I walked, vrith vast crowds of fine and 
merry people, along a road of a gentle and pleasant de- 
scent, made easy to the foot like the mall in London. 

On a sudden my husband Guilliam Rampant stood 
besMle me. I surveyed him with a delight that 1 had 
never known before. He seemed to surpass in beaulT 
aU the perKms around us; his^ garments were embel- 
lished with gold and gems, and his countenance shone 
with a wonderfiil lustre. 

Come, Miss Phcebe, said he, graceftilir taking me by 
the hand, come with me to yonder paradise, where I witt 
weave a garland for you of never-fading flowers, and 
lead yon to Aruits of a heavenly flavour. Immediately, 
a vast garden opened ita blooms, and incomparable beau- 
ties to mw quickened iihagination. The odours thereof 
perAimed the air. ihr and wide, and the burdened trees 
reached forth flruits of irresistible temptation. 

My husband then plucked, and|^ve me to eat of the 
clusters of the grape and apples of the pine, which I seized 
and devourisd with an intemperate relish ; when hap- 
pening to look down, I perceived he fakd got the legs and 
noofs of a goat, and it instanthr occurred that he could 
be no other than the tempter ouour first parents. Ter- 
rified almost to death, I did not dare to speak out; but,, 
lifting up my heart in a secret prayer, he and his para- 
dise immediately vanished. 

At once I found myself in a vast and diearr wilder- 
nees, iN^hose trees were barren of fruits^ and the bram- 
bles of berries; through which there was no path, and 
Ikom whence there was no outlet. Go to what «de I 
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wwdd. I had «tetcd mute my way UlroiiKll oim tbiehefc 
when 1 WM 'prMented with atioiher ; till heing spent 
with fatignei' I deipsiied of any deliverance and aet rae 
do^ to die. 

. Soon after« metbotigrht Mr. Gatharinea apimoached, in 
mean and befgared apparel, but with a miueatic and 
atem countenance. Wretch ! he cried* are you at length 
eome to a knowledge of the evil of your ways 1 are you 
liow comto to a sensa of your vile and forlorn estate 1 do 
▼on find at last that I, alone, can he your stay and your 
helper 1 8o saying, he seiaed me by the hand, ana his 




wolves bayed at ust At length we alighted at the cup 
trance of a narrow path, that led up the aseent of a 
mountainous country. The nearer side was covered 
with clouds, and blasted by tempest, through which the 
farther part seemed to gleam with a Aunt radiance that 
promised the rising day. 

Courage! said my conductor, we must ascend this 
mount^n, in spite of all opposition ; in spite of the 
toils, the difficulties, and dangers ; the pains, calamities^' 
distresses, and discouragements of the way. No obsta- 
cles, I cried, shall appal or discourage me ; I will rcuoioe 
in distressesandpams, while I have you by my side. 
' Hereupon I felt wonderful strength and alacrity ; I ran 
up the ascent with a willing and eager pace^ and pro- 
posed in a few minutes to reach the top4 But, alas ! I 
was widely out in rov account The way became straigli- 
ter^ and steeper, ana roughen I began to flul through 
fttigue, and the edeed flints tore my feet» and marked 
my fc»otstepe with blood. Ah ! Sir, I cried, tliis is very 
gnevous indeed. Peace, said he^ itia very salutary ; these 
flints ate your kindest friends^ your truest nhysicians ; and 
the wounds that they give your body will be mere than 
the balm of Gilead to the healing of your soul. I then 
summoned all my powers; hnd proceeded, thougli with 
muiih hnguish, which often compelled me to lettbi with 
all my height, upon my companion. 

At length we came to a pass that was thick set, and 
interwdveh with briars and thorns, and seeing no way, I 
made a fhU stop. Oood cheel^, cried my guide } this 
mdst also be traversed; there is no ^uaijung now, yon 
mdst anddre to the end, my daughter. The thorn was 
pronounced a ctttse to the first Adam and his posterity, 
but your second Adam has tnade it a wreath of living 
brightness t these accordingly, ar»«ppohited to twist the 
garland of your Uessedness^and to make you a partaker 
of their crown of eternal glory. 

Revived by tUs promise, I rushed into the midst^ and 
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stmcgied lo ftit fOFwaid, ttoufli flcuMsinf villi wtke 
$nym : f^ wppa tM fbpnui mnt my ^nn^ pnd ealwMi 
fnto my body an4 '^Q^i ^(1 lodged their sliiigt wttliiii 
me* I copld endure ho longer; out passing myielf on 
my condue^or, that d^ath, that deaths I pneo, woM 
piH an end ^p my surfings ! He then tumeq ana smiiJM 
upon me, aiid talnng me under bi« arm, bore me h»rm^ 
kN30 through Hbs remainder; tDen» seating me on abank^ 
lie placed nimaelf beside me. 

while I sat, stiU panting with pain and fatigue^ h« 
bent Ibrwairdi and pulled off his sandals. 1 then saw the 
large wpundis t^at the spike had made. My spirit in- 
stantly tqld fofi, that it was my Lord himself, under the 
form of his minister. I threw myself prostrate before 
him. My boisom opened wide ; and takmg hold 6f bis 
feet, covered with dust as they were, I pressed tb^m to 
my heart, and would liave thrust th^m in(o my soul ; 
when, on their touch, I felt siich an ecstatic transport, 
that if I had, not awok^, my body poald no longer nave 
jretained my spirit, it must mstantly have issued lo him 
who hfeathed it. 

The consolations of this dream greatly strengthened 
and-matored n^e, and I hastened to get up. that I mich^ 
^ delight myself with serving the servants of mf benelac- 
"* tors. 

When Mrs* Catharines rosfg, she Ihund me bnaied in 
the basest employments of the kitchen. 8he Ipoked af- 
tonisbed. Woy, my dear, she cried, would you demean 
yourself in this manner I O, m'^dam, t ' replied,, I be- 
seech you to leave me to my own conscience ; it telUi 
methsiteven this office is much too honourable for me* 

When breajclast was ready, Mr. Catfaarinea came in 
from his morning's walk of meditation* As he entered* 
I cast mysdf be|pre him, ^ nd clasping bis knees, cried. 
How blessed are the feet of him who oringeth good tjf- 
dings'of salyatifE^n to sinners ! but above all blesWBd' la 
lie who beareth in his own person the imaae and in^ 
pression of the Prince of Peace ! Being much surprised 
and abaafied at my manner of salutation, he demanded 
tfic reason of it, and t told him my dreaim.; whereupon 
thpy wrresQ afiected, that they both shed tears of tender 
conzrattilation. 

I haye already told you, Sir, that Mr. Catharines was 
physician to the bodies as well as souls of all his parish- 
ioners; I might have added, to all the country about 
him. 

For this purpose, he provided a little kind of apothe- 
cary's siiop, whpre he kept all manner of d/ugs lor the 
sick, as well as matteis of surgery for t|ie ^re ana 
the wounded. On these occasions I became his primi- 
ptl diipiity M»d assiataBi* 1 was» mfuP,ofi»n «sto^)^- 
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ctf lit the dfeeto of my applicaiioii in this way. I scfrce 
temember en initance wherein I lUled of suocefls. A 
spirit of healing seemed to accompany my walks. I 
have fteqttently cured- those who weire given up as irre- 
eoverable by the doctors and surgeons. Ana I never 
had such heart-iblt delight as when, on my knees, I 
bathed the feet ot the sick, or washed the ulcers of the 
beggar; for in them, methought, the neat Physician of 
sin-sick souls lay before me, who had healed my own 
WQundines, and done away my transgressions. 

I sfaoaid have told you, Sir. that when Mr. Catharines 
heard that I had stolen and dropped my little nephew, 
the only child of his best and most beloved friend, he, 
that very day, despatched a number (rf* emissaries Uy En- 
field, and throughout all the adjacent country, with or- 
ders to make the most diligent search and inquiry after 
him ; but, alas ! all our pains and sdlicitudes, both then 
and afterward, proved fniitless. This cost me day and 
night secret deluges of tears, and served to embitter the 
happiest lift that otherwise, perhaps, could be spent upon 
earth. 

About three months ago, Mrs. Catharines began to de- 
cline, and peaceably dropped, like over ripe firuit into 
the lap of our general mother. , 

Mr. Catharines often had desired my permission to write 
to my brother in my favour; but conscious of the injury 
I had done^him in the person of his child, I had hitherfo 
declined the proposal. At length, however, I determined 
to throw myself at his feet, and confess my guilt, though 
without any prospect of obtaining his pardon ; perhaps, 
satd I, he may think on some more successful means tor 
the discovery of his son, than we have yet hit upon. My 
benefactor approved of my resolution ; he wrote a letter 
to m^ brother by me: and within a few days, I set out 
in his chaise for Lonaon. 

On the road, I took it into my head once more to make 




my 

little baggage with an account of my project in a note 
to Mr. Catharines, and ^etiitined nothing hut tliis jMior 
garb that I have on. 

On that night I was taken suddenly and extremely ill 
of a cholic. and could keep nothing m my stomach for 
the six folfowing days. I sent to London for a physi- 
cian, who attended and prescribed for roe : and by the 
time I was able to creep abroad, what witn fees to the 
doctor, the apothecary's bill, and a stiU m6re exorbitant 
bill ftom the landlord, I had scarce three sixpences left to 
bear my charges to the city, With that sum, however, I 

Nt ftimw4 <m ft)ot ) but fiadliig myielf ttiU very wnk 
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and sickly, I was tempted to repine for not bAlrifi^ 
broficbt more money from home ; out again, I reniem« 
bered ibat my master bad told me, that sufferings were 
the best friends and physicians to such a sinner. I was. 
therefore, content and pleased to be once more reduced 
to the lowest state of beggary ; and after three days sore 
travel, God was pleased to conduct me to your charita- 
Ue door. 

This, ^, is the letter which my friend wrote in my 
&vour to my brother. You see it is open ; but before 
you read it, I ought to account to tou lor some touches 
of uncommon tenderness, which Mr. Catharines has ex- • 
I>res8ed towards me. 

Some weeks after the funeral of his lady, he and I 
stood chatting in the front of the house. The evening 
was exceeding pleasant, and the maids sat singine and 
milking the cows before us ; when the great bufl^ sud- 
denl^ tearing up the ground with his feeU ran furiously 
at bis master. On seeing him approach, I shrieked and 
rushed into the house; but observing that Mr. Catha- 
rines did not follow, I turned and ran as precipitately 
out again. There I saw that the terrible creature had 
pinned him up. between his horns, against the wall, at 
which he butted with all his force. 

TheUv casting fear aside, I sprung up, and seizing the 
bull by one of his horns, would have torn him away 
from my dear protector. But my strength not availing. 
I caught his ear in my mouth, and bit it through and 
through, while I endeavoured to tear out his eyes with 
my nails. In the mean time, a little fkvourite mastiff, 
scarce bigger than two fists, came happily out, and leap- 
ing up, caught the monstrous animal oy the noee, where- 
upon ho gave a hideous roar, and flmging away, ran 
kicking and leaping about the yard. 

I remembered nothing more till I awoke from a swoon, 
and perceived that Mr. Catharines sat beside me. He 
held one of my hands, which he had washed with his tears, 
and which, at times, he pressed to his lips, and again to 
his bpsom. 

When he had prevailed upon me to swallow a spoon- 
ful of cordial, O my Phoebe, my Phoebe, he cried, you 
have this day offered up your precious life a victim for 
the preservation of mine ; and from this day forward, 
my life/ and all that I am is your property for ever. 
But tell me, my PiKebe, whence could you get< in a mo- 
ment, such astonishing intrepidity ! how attain to the 
power of acting against nature, the constitutional terrors 
and delicacies of your sex P Ah, iSir, I replied, the book 
of life tell^us, that *' perfect love casteth fbar away.'* 

From th%t time Mr. Catharines earnestly pressed m« 

to mftrrUf^. My flrit, «nd my iMtt and my only loy«, 
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be would my, ypv knowtb^t ip woqiapkifid \ ctn loye 
noQung but you. Your whole ImnKf^ yoxn every mtute fi 
imprefliedupon my so^l ; t ^m ^ready wedded tpUieiq» 
tbey ^re inseparaUe flrom my beinfg. Wby then dp ypu 
wisn to have me cast forth from my species, as a wftherea 
branch, without any kind of frui^ without pne, the leasft 
little op&, to bind ys up together, and carry u^ down to 
posterity ? 0, Sir, I would then say, let not our nup- 
tialf be «pllied by any gloom or regret ; let me first be 
reconcded, if pof«ibIe, to my brother, and then dispoap 
of me as you please ; it is your right so tq do. 

I thank you, madam, said Mr. Fenton, I thank you 
Ibr your veiy aflbcting, and still more edifying narrative ; 
Jtnd I will endeavour to recompense you for the trouble 
that I have given you, by beings the bearer of very happy 
tidings. Your little nephew has lived with me almost 
ever smce you lost him. He has received an education 
becoming his family, and was this day discovered and 
restored to his parents. 




guide them 1 My nephew alive and well, discovered 
and restored this very day to his true parents ! — I am 
confounded* I am crushed to the centre beneath the 
weight of thy benefits, $|iou overflowing fountain Qf 
mercy and grace ! 

Now, madam, said Mr. Fenton, now it is at your elec- 
tion $0 reveal or suppress the aflbir respecting your 
nephew. I know, Sir, she replied, you proposed ibis 
only to try me : t desire no advantage irom fraud or (dis- 
guise, and could I be )iyi base, this letter, as you will find* 
would d(Btect and betray me. 

Mr. Fenton then unfolded tbe letter^ and irjead fs faU 

To Epw^ARD FiKpniNi^, Esq. 

Friend and brother of my soul, 

** I have often ceproyed, and always detested, that 
cruel and iinpious custom of casting pt^ our friends» 
or kindred, on account of their errors qr frailty, or even 
of their fall from honour. Thiis custom is more espe- 
cially co'ndemnable and pernicious, when it affiects the 
more tender and more pitiable sex : the inaiscretion 
of their nearest friends begins the alarm ; the world 
follows, and increases the cry ; the wretches, like mark- 
ed deer, are driven forth to the hounds, and must speedi- 
ly become a prey to famine and death, or for ever be 
precluded from any return to virtue. 

''Had you, my dear brother, had you given that charl- 
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ty to vour only sister which you slightly throw to a com' 
roon Beggar, you miglit have saved her soul alive, and 
have continued a happy parent of a promising son at 
this dfl^. ^he resented your treatment, she rent your 
child from you ; you merited the motive, but I am 
grieved at the consequence. 

** As God has been pleased wonderflilly to restore your 
sister to virtue, she would rejoice to restore your son to 
you \ but it is not in her power ; he strayed firom her 
withm some iniles of this place ; we have used all possi- 
ble means to recover him. Out in vain; and his loss hath 
cost her seas of tears, and years of anguish. 

** Receive her, then, as a precious pearl from the bot- 
tom of the deep, as a casket of gold and jewels recovered 
from shipwreclr. She was dead, but is alive again ; she 
was lost, but is found. Receive her then, I say, as an 
angel of God, sent on purpose to effect your own salva- 
tion. 

** 1 know not how it comes to pass, that ^reat sinners 
often .t>ecome the greatest of samts ; and m a year, a 
month, a day, exceed in growth and stature a long life 
of leisurely righteousness. Their bows, as it should 
seem, being strongly bent the adverse way, they dart 
forward with the greater strength and rapidity. It is even 
so with our precious Phcebe. She has become a gentle 
flame of the divine loves and charities. While she stands 
upon earth, and bends, in her lowliness, beneath all 
creatures, the moon of changeable things is put under 
her feet. She treads, as it were, upon the stars of the 
galaxy ; and I behold, at a distance, and revere the glory 
of her steps. 

" Receive her then, I say again, as the dearest boon 
and blessing that Heaven can bestow. But O, restore 
her to me ; give her to me, according to promise, that 
she may assist to conduct me to that kingdom of little 
children, whereof she is a blessed inhabitant at this very 
day. 

Yours, &c. 

M. CATHABI1(£8." 

You see^ Sir, said Mrs. Phoebe smiling, you see that 
Mr. Cathannes must be a lover, by the extravagance of 
his praise. I see, madam, said Mr. Fenton that he de- 
servedly loves ; and ^eatly deserves also to be beloved. 
But madam, if you will be ruled by my advice, you will 
stay here until your brother shall call upon me, which I 
expect he wiU do in a very little time. Meanwhile I 
will introduce you to a sister-saint, who has been long 
tried and refinea ii) the hpttest furnace of affliction. 

The very next mQrnlng Mr. Fielding rode to the door, 
•Hmnded only by a iIbkIq servant. As soon w jio ii«4 

Voi. II. » 
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fltluted Mt. FentoD, and sat down, lie. took ovit a note 
for £2,000 and presented it to him. Vou must not r^ 
fuse, 8ir, said he, to relieve my distress, by accepting this 
in part of what I owe you. I can spare it, without the 
wnflUeat inconvenience. I have lately recovered, a tract 
of land that lies contiguous to Mr. Catharines, the wor- 
thy man of whom you heard me speak yesterday ; so that 
I shall soon have the pleasure of taking possession of a 
considerable accession to my fortune, and, at the same 
time, the greater pleasure of embracing so very dear a 
Itriend. This sum, Sir, said Mr. Fenton, comes very sea^ 
Bonably to the relief of a person, for whom I have con- 
ceived an extraordinary esteem and affection ; a person 
who is entitled to my best service, and who may also be 
entitled to your further muniflcenoe. So saymg, Mr. 
Fenton rose, went to the door, took Mrs. Phceoe by the 
hand, and leading her toward her brother, This, Sir, said 
he, is the gentlewoman of whom I spoke, and whom 1 
recommend to your tenderest regards. 

Mr. Fielding looked earnestly and inquisitively at his 
sister, changed colour, and for a while sat mute with as- 
tonidiment ; when, suddenly rising, and stepping hasti- 
ly to her, he clasped her in his arms, and criea aloud, my 
Phoebe, my dearest Phoebe ! my long lost, long sought, 
H>ng lamented Sister ! have I found you at last 1 are my 
prayers at length heard 1 and are you once more re- 
stored to my bosom, my sister ? Ah, what must have 
been your sulferings, what have I not suffered myself, 
from the stinging recollection of the barbarity of my be- 
haviour ? But, at the time that vou applied to me, 
I was exasperated against you, by being told that you 
bad turned out a common prostitute ; and, from your 
connection with that reprobate to whom my father had 
unhappily married you, I was ready to believe the worst 
that could be reported concerning you. Pardon mo, 
however, my Phoebe, do but promise me your pardon, 
and 1 Will endeavour to compensate for my injurious 
treatment of you. 

Here, the sister dropped on her knees, and breaking 
into tears and sobs, replied. You want no pardon, my 
brother, you never wronged me. — I deserved all sorts of 
of evils ; they were due to my transgressions — but I have 
injured you, I fear past forgiveness, my brother. — It was 
I who stole your little darhng, who robbed you of your 
only child, and caused )[ou so many years of sorrow and 
bitterness. — I deserved it at your hands, exclaimed Mr. 
Fielding : let us then exchange forgiveness, my Phoebe ; 
for our child is restored to us, and we remember our 
sorrows no more. So saying his eyes filled, and ten- 
derfy raising his sister, he took her again to his bosom. 

Mr« Fenton, wholly melted by this passionate scene. 
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took tbem jotntly in bis annft, and then tiknily Mated 
them opposite to each other. 

My nster, Mid Mr. Fielding, you have protniMd mo 
yoor pardon, beftne yon were acquainted with the ex- 
tent of my firaite. Oar dear fhther, in his last iUnesSy 
made me sit by his side ; when hearing a deep sigh, be 
thus began : I fear, I fear, my smi, that I hare grMtly 
wtonged your sister. I grieve at heart that I bad. her 
married to that ruffian Rampant With a little leM of se- 
▼erity, and more cf tender admonition, she might have 
arisen from her ibll ; she might haye returned to Turtoe 
and honour; her errors might have been ibrgotten; per- 
haps restored to rectitude; she might have been leM 
wretched, and my days might have been longer. She 
was young, she was aftless, and obvious to mduction. I« 
myself, joined to betray her, by that she wolf whom I 
appointed the guardian of my Iamb. Perhaps, m she 
afffrmed, her indination no way concurred with the force 
that was offered her. We ought, as ibr as posaiUe, to 
have covered ii^r shame : shame only serves to bronze 
over a bashAil countenance, and make it altof^ether 
shameless. Alas, my child, all things appear quite dif- 
ferent, at my death, from what they did during my life- 
time ; and the pride of Mood, and the resennnent for 
injured gentility, give place to the calls of nature and the 
feelings of humanity. 

I intended your sister five thouMnd pounds; but by 
my will I have cut her off vdth a shilling, lest the villain^ 
her husband, should come in for any share of our sub- 
stance. Wherefore 1 leave yon, in my place, at once 
the father, and brother, and the guardian of my dear 
diild-^and here his bursting tears prevented another 
word. 

As soon as he was more composed he proceeded. I 
adjure you, my son, in the name of our commcm fiither, 
in the name of that God to whom I am going, I adjure 
you, I say, to keep a constant watch over the conduct of 

SQur stilfprecious sister, my son ! and, if such a one may 
e lbund,to keep in fee some discreet and pious matron, 
who may insinuate ihto her acquaintance, and gain her 
confidence, and preserve her from a fiirther progress in 
the i)aths of vice % for O, the soul of my vrrecked chOd, 
at this hour, is infinitely precious in my eyes! 

I tiirther enjoin you thftt, in case the reprobate, her 
husband, should perish by sword or pistol, or by the gal- 
lows, as is most nkely, yon will pay your sister tlie sum 
of three thousand pounds, but gradually at first, as her 
necessities may crave ; and the whole, on your assur- 
ance of her return to virtue: 

While her brother was speaking. Mrs. Phcebe had 
flnrowB het vptoa over her face^ ana by her groans and 
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pAMionato sobs prevented hu proceeding. At length 
she exclaimed, w retch, parricide that I am ! I have cut 
short the life of him who brought me to the world. You 
then loved me, my father, you still continue to love me, 
though I knew it not ; and 1 have murdered the kindest, 
the tenderest of parents ; but I will die to make atone- 
ment, I will not survive you, my father! 

Mr. Fielding then arose, and stepped affectionately to 
his sister, and taking her in his arms, and mixing his 
tears with hers, endeavoured to console her. You did 
not, my dearest sister, vou did not murder him, he cried ; 
you accuse yourself of faults of which you are no way 
guilty. Our father was aged, and laboured under a com- 
plication of disorders that must, shortly, have put a pe- 
riod to all that was mortal in him. Be comforted then, I 
say, be comforted, my sister ! 

When Mr. Fielding had resumed his seat, and the vio- 
lence of his sister's passion had subsided, he looked 
earnestly and tenderly at her. I will, said he, my Phoebe, 
at some other time, account to you for the motive of my 
barbarity toward you, and how I was imposed uj;>on by 
the very person whom I kept in pay to give me intelli- 
gence concerning you. But tell me now it comes to' pass 
that, in my life, i never saw you look so charmingly 1 
even during your infant years, you never had such a 
sweet simplicity, such a heavenly childishness of coun- 
tenance as you now have. It is, said Mr. Fenton, be- 
cause she is the King's daughter," all glorious within," 
and the loveliness of her spirit informs and shines 
through her aspect — But here is a known character 
that will fully clear up the matter. And so saving, be 
presented him with the letter from Mr. Camannes, 
when, at the sight of t!)e superscription, Mr. Fielding 
gave an exclamation of surprise: then, wifolding, he 
read it in deep silence, but by fits, and interruptions ; 
frequently putting, and long holding his handkerchief to 
his eyes. 

As soon as he had finished, Yes, yes, my dear Catha- 
rines, my brother, he cried, the wishof my iieart shall be 
accomplished for us both ! You shall have your Phoebe 
restored to you, and she shall be restored to you with 
Benjamin's portion, even a double portion ! — But O my 
God, how wonderful, how miraculous is all this ! to have 
my only child, and my only sister, at once restored to 
me by one and the same hand ! Teach me, teach me, 
Mr. Fenton, by some new method of gratitude, to ex- 
press a part of the sense of what I owe you ! 

You have already. Sir, cried Mr. Fenton, done and 
said by much too much upon that head, and nave there- 
by given me great pain instead of gratification. The 
payment Ihat I get ui a trewuie iUdam from all m»Q% 
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Save him to whom it is given. I will not however do 
you the offence to return you your bill, but shall difpoae 
of it in a manner that, I trust, will be nearly as equita- 
ble. Meanwhile, my dear friend, I most cordially con- 
gratulate you on the signal evidences that have been 
given of the favour of your God to you, and of his 
watchful and intending providence over you and yours. 
I suppose you will soon set out, with your amiable sis- 
ter here, on your visit to your friend and brother the 
worthy Mr. Catharines. I shall heartily pray for a bliss- 
Ail issue to the union of the sainted pair, and 1 request 
you to favour me with a call on your way. 

Within an hour after, Mr. Fielding; set off for London, 
on horseback ; and Harry accompanied his sister, in Mr. 
Fenton's^post-chaise, upon a short visit to his friend Ned. 

As soon as they were departed, Mr. Fenton took pa- 
per and wrote the following letter to Mr. Catharines. 

Reverend and dear Sir. 

" Allow a stranger, but a very warm lover of yours, to 
felicitate you with his whole heart on the success of af- 
fairs. Our precious Phoebe was received with transport 
by her brother, and you cannot be more impatient thin 
he is for your union. He generously presented me with 
the enclosed bill for £2000, merely because God had ap- 

{ minted me an humble instrument for doin^ him some 
ittie matter of service. Though I determmed not to 
accept any part thereof, yet I dreaded to /j^rieve him by 
an avowed refusal. I therefore restore it to you and 
your phcebe, as a matter of equity, next to that of re- 
turning it to himself. It is surely fbll as proper that 
your family should take charge of that wherewith Provi- 
dence had been pleased to intrust them, as that I should 
be encumbered with the disposal thereof. And indeed, 
my dear Sir. I am already burd<^ned with more trusts of 
this nature than, I fear, I shall be able duly to account for. 
** That your heart may always continue where your 
true treasure is already laid up, ia the wish of, dear 
Sir," &c. 

When he had folded and sealed his letter, he took bills 
from his pocket-book, to the amount of £1300, and on 
Harry's return from London, presented them to him. 
Here, my dear, said he, here is what will enable you to 
be more than just to your engagements, it will enable 
you to be generous also. And I desire, my Harry, in 
matters of charity, that you may never stint the sweet 
emotions of your heart; for we have enough, my child, 
and we are but the stewards of the bounty of our God. 

Here Harry's speech was stopped, but his silence was 
mora eloquent than a thoutfand harangues. He sud- 
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denier threw his 9nns about his dtax dads, and hiding his 
nca^in his bosom, he there vented the tears of that plea- 
sure, love, and gratitude, with which he found himself 
aflfectftdn 

On the afternoon of the following day Harry and 
Arabella went to drink tea with the widow Neighbourly, 
who received them with a countenance that spoke an 
uncommon welcome. Some other companv had arrived 
before them* and rose on their entrance. When all were 
again seated, Mrs. Neighbourly very affectionately ques- 
tioned Harry concerning his dada. 

On healing the name of master Fenton, an elderly gen- 
tlewoman started. Pray madam, said she eagerly, is this 
master Fenton. the son of that noble gentleman who 
livas on toe hill % He is. madam, said Mrs. Neighboup- 
ly. My God ! exclaimed the stranger, can this suckling 
be the father of the orphan and widow 1 Is this he who 
goes about turning sorrow into joy'! who wipes the 
tears from the afflicted, and heals tlie broken or heart? 
Permit me then, thou beloved child of the Father which 

Sin heaven, permit me to approach and throw myself at 
e feet of my preserver ! 

So saying, she rose with a rapturous motion, and 
dropping at Hariy's knees, she clasped his legs and 
Idssed his feet, bemre he could prevent her. 

poor Harry, much to be pitied, sat astonished, abashed, 
and distressed to the last degree. At length, recollect- 
ing, and disengaging himself with difliciutv, My dear 
madam, be cried, you hurt me greatly ; what iuvel done 
that you should jput me to so much pain 1 

Babe of my heart, she cried, I am the wife of T^ur 
Vindex, your own Vindex, whom you redeemed from 
heggary and slavery ; whom you restored to his wretch- 
ed iNtrtner, whom you restored to his infant-daughter ; 
all pining and perishing apart from each otl^er, but now 
united by you, my angel, m joy and thanksgiving ! 

Here, ner words were sunocated, and throwing her- 
palf back in her chair, she was not ashamed to give way 
to her tears, and putting her handkerchief to ner &ce, 
she vented her passion aloud. 

Harry then rising, and going tenderly to her, put his 
arms about her, and kissed her forehead, and then her 
lips. - You owe me nothing, my dear Mrs. Vindex, said 
be, I am still greatly in your debt : I was the very 
naughty boy who hrought your misfortunes upon you. 
But I am willing to make you amends, and that will do 
ma a great pleasure, mstead of the punishment which I 
deserve. 

The tea-table was now laid« and Mrs. Vindex grew 
more coioposed ; when her husband entered, leading his 
d»ughler by^ the hand, a very pretty IttUe girl of ijKwt 
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six jeton old. Harry inst^nOy sprung up, an^ ruDHing, 
nnd throwinf^ himself with a great leap upon hlm» he 
hung about his neck, crying, How glad I am to see you, 
my dear Mr. Vindex! Boy of boys, cried Yindex, 
am I so blessed as to have you once more in my arms ! 

The company then rose and saluted Mr. Vindex, and 
congratulated him on his return to his ancient habitif- 
tion. But Harry took him aside, and having cautioned 
him in a whisper, not to take any notice of what should 
pass, he stole a bill for £160 into his hand, saying soAIy» 
U is good first to be honest, so there is what i owe you. 
And nere also is a small matter for your daughter; I 
did not know, till now, that we had such a sweet little 
charge in our flunily. So saying, he slipped to him ano- 
ther bill of £50, and then, turning from him, stepped 
carelessly to his seat, as thou^ nothing had hapi>cned. 

Mean time the astonished Vmdex was greatly oppres- 
sed. He did not dare to offend Harry by any open in- 
timation of his recent bounty, and yet he could feel no 
ease^ until the secret should be disclosed. He, therelbre, 
stole soitly to the back of our hero's chair, where unper- 
ceived of Harrv, he displayed the bills to the company, 
beckoning at tne same time, in a way that forbade them 
to take any notice; then, raising hts hand over his head 
and lifting his eyes toward Heaven, he blessed his bene- 
factor, in a silent, ardent ejaculation, and taking an emp- 
ty seat, joined in with the company. 

While they were in chat, the little Susanna slipped, 
unnoticed, from beside her mamma, and veering over to- 
ward Harry^ she went on one side, and then on the other, 
and surveyed him all about ; then, coming closer, she 
felt his clotheSk and next his hands, in the way, as it 
were, of Haiming acquaintance with him. At length, 
looking fondly up to his face, she lisped and said, Me 
vould Kiss^oo, if 00 vould ask me. indeed then, said 
Harry, me vill kiss oo, fedder oo will or no. And so, 
catching her up on his knee, he ptressed her to his bosom 
and kissed her over and over again. 

You all see, cried Mr. Yindex, it is not one of the 
elders with whom our Susanna has fhllen in love. My 
fweet babe, cried Mrs. Yindex, her little heart instinc- 
tively led her to her. best friend, to the one of all living 
who best deserved her love. Miss Susanna, 'said Mrs. 
Clement, puts me in mind of some very delicate lines in 
Milton, resi>ectinflr our Yirgin Mother. For she also re- 
ftised to kiss the loveliest man that ever was created, at 
least till she was asked. 



— — " And though diviiiely brought* 

Yet innocence and virgm-modesty. 

Her vhrtue and the conscience of her worth, 
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That would be woo'd, BJid not unsought be woilf 
Not obvious, nor obtrusive, but retir'd. 
The more desirable." 

It is happy, said Mrs Neighbourly, for our weakly and 
over affectionate sex, that God has been pleased to fix a 
monitor within us, who struggles against our inclina- 
tions, who fights against our affections, and is with diffi- 
culty, won over to acquiesce in our desires. I know not 
else, what might become of the most of womankind. 

But then, said Mrs. Vindex, are we not rather to be 
pitied, that, even when our propensities are warrantable, 
we are prohibited, by custom, ft'om giving any intima- 
tion thereof to the object. While the licentious repro- 
bate, man, roves and riots at large, and unreproved, be- 
yond the pale over which it is treason for us to look, 

I do not pity you, ladies, said, Mr. Vindex, I do not 
at all pity you on account of any restraints that custom 
has laid you under, respecting chastity, or its environs, 
called decorum. The chastity of woman is tBe only basis 
upon which the order, honour, and peace of the world 
can be built : it twists the sacred and endearing cord of 
society : Without it there would be no amity, no brother- 
hood upon earth. But then, surely, there is much respect 
and tenderness due to those ftom whom such advan- 
tages are derived. Whereas I have observed, on the con- 
trary, that the most amiable of your sex ace generally 
mated to tyrants; to men who, being horn and appoin- 
ted their protectors^ pervert every end of nature and duty, 
and treat with injur}', contempt, and insult, the gentle 
saints whom they should have cherished with their most 
respectful endearments. 

The question yet occurs, said Arabella, whether your 
devils of husbands find us angels, or make us such. Ty- 
rants are like files, they serve to smooth and polish what- 
ever they are applied to. I was once in company with 
a man who was called the saint-maker ; he had married 
five shrews in succession, and made grizels of every one 
of them before they died. 

But pray, ladies, said Harry, are there no tyrants 
among the wives 1 I lately took a walk to TowerhiU, 
and growing hungry, I turned into a little shop of gro- 
ceries where a slender skinny woman, of about four feet 
high, stood behind the counter. Taking out a sixpence, 
I threw it on the board, and desired her to give me the 
value in almonds and raisins. She had scarce weighed 
my merchandise, when a huge jolly looking Qiudcer 
came up to the hatch-door, but see'med fearM of open- 
ing it The moment the little woman had cast her eye 
toward him, she exclaimed in a shrill and exasperated ac- 
cent, Art thee there, thou rogue, thou hang-dog, thou 
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§ allows fiteed Yagabond 1 when, gathering up the whole 
ignity and importance of his person, and clapping a 
hand one side, he cried with an undaunted air, ** I tell 
thee, Marv, I fear thee not!" Ah, thou villain, she vo- 
ciferated, dares thee then appear in my presencel get thee 
back to thy fellows and husseys on whom thee spendest 
my substance ! Still, however, he kept his ground, and 
courageously repeated, " I tell thee, Mary, I fear thee 
not!" Not fear me! Sirrah, sirrah, not tear me! says 
she ; we shall see that in a twinkling. So saying, she 
whipt up the measuring yard, and scudding round the 
counter, she flew to the door. But he was already van- 
ished, as fast as his fat sides would let him. And, to 
tell you the truth, ladies, there was somethinjg so authori- 
tative and tremendous in the little body's voice and man- 
ner, that I was glad to get out and to scamper after him. 

The company laughed heartily ; and Mr. Vindex ad- 
ded, I forget the hero's name, a great general he was, 
and I think a Frenchman. He won every battle abroad ; 
but was sure to be beaten in his turn also, as often as he 
returned home to his wife. 

Well said Hercules and the distaff, cries Harry ! But 
to the point ; the bravest man I know is one Peter Pa- 
tience, a currier, who lives in the suburbs. My tutor 
and i were walking one day through Islington, when we 
perceived the likelinood of a scume at a distance. 

As we approached, we saw one man making up, with 
great fury, to another, who would have avoided him ; 
and who, retiring backward across the street, parried his 
blows, and kept them off as well as he could. His en- 
raged adversary would then have closed in upon him : 
but grasping his shoulder with a long and very strong 
arm, he sUIlheld bis enemy aloof, who nearly spent ait 
his efforts and blows in the air. 

Never did I see so living a representation of heaven 
and of bell, as was visible in the faces of those two men. 
The muscles of the one were frightfully distorted ; his 
eyes shot fire, and his mouth frothed with madness: 
while the countenance of the other was as a lake in a 
summer's evening, that shews heaven in its bosom, and 
reflects all the beauties of nature around it. 

Be quiet, Ben, he said ; you know that I would not 
hurt you ; you know that I love you. What a fool the 
man makes of himself 1 Are you not sensible that I 
cpuld demolish you with -a single blow 1 but I cannot 
find in my heart to do it Be quiet, Ben, I say : I see 

Sou want to vex me ; but I wont be vexed by you, my 
ear Ben. , . 

While the gentle Peter was thus expostulating with 
his exasperated firi^d, Mrs. Patience, as it shoula seem, 
had seen all that passed from an upper casement ; and 



60 THE FOOL OF QUALITY. 

flying down staira, and rushing out at the door, she sefaEod 
her nusliand, behind, by the bair of his head, ahd tore 
and cufled away at a terrible rate. 

Poor Peter, finding himself thus between two fires, 
gave a slight trip to his male assailant ; who instantly 
ibU with his shoulder against the pavement, and rising 
with difficulty, limped homeward, muttering curses all 
the way. / 

Then Peter, turning meekly to the lady mistress of 
bis house, Qatty, my tove^ says he, what have I done to 

KFovoke youl — she crted, you mean-spirited, hare- 
sarted, milk-livered poltroon ; I'll teach you what it is 
to suffer every fellow to pommel you 1— Sirrah, sirrah, 
(and still she cuffbd) Vl\ have yon tied down at the foot 
of the market cross, with notice on your breast, for all 
who pass to p— 8 upon you. 

Then, quite angry to see the man so abused, to whom 
I had taken such a fancy, I rushed in between man and 
wife, and seized Mrs. Patience by both her hands; but 
wrenching one of them from me, she gave me a round 
cuff on the side of my head. I was, however, too well 
used to cuffb to matter that much ; and so, catching one 
of her hands in both of mine, I gave her a pluck to me 
and a foot at the same time, and laid her on the broad of 
her back in the kennel. 

My friend Peter looked quite astonished at this, and 
fearing what might happen to me on the rising up of his 
wife, he tucked me like a gizzard under the wing of a 
turkey, and off he scoured with me down the street; 
while Mr. Clement also made pretty nimbly after us, fbr 
fear, as I suppose, that Mrs. Patience, when on her leg^, 
might take him for one of our company. 

As soon as we had turned a corner, and were out of 
harm's way, honest Peter set me down. M^ friend, says 
I, if you would be advised by me, you will not be in a 
mighty hurry to get back to your wift : I see a house 
of entertainment yonder, and I wish to be further ac- 
quainted with you. Adad, says he, you are the boldest 
little body that ever I knew ; you performed a teat to-day, 
that made me tremble fbr you. Had any other man, 
though, used my wife so^-but I pass that matter over ; 
I see you're too great a hero toM threatened by any 
one, and I should consider that you did what you did ibr 
my sakQ. 

So saying, we all went mto a sort of a tavern, and be- 
in^ shewn to a little parlour, I called for a pint of white- 
wme. 

As soon as we were seated, I took my new acquain- 
tance very lovingly by the hand. My dear friend, said t, 
I have conceived a great respect and fondness for you. 
and should be glad to know who and what you are. I 
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am a cimier by trade, Sir, and my name is Peter Pa- 
tience. You are patience itdelf, indeed, said Mr. Cle- 
ment: but your wife, as I think, bas tsiken the -wbole 
trade of the carrier into her own hands. 

Peter laughed and replied, She is a dear, sweet girl as 
ever lay by the side of a man, and she loves me as she 
loTes her own soul. Her Mows were sweet blows to me, 
Uiey were the blows of her aflfection. For though I did 
not matter the strokes of my friend Benjamin a single 
philip, yet every one of them went to her heart, and she 
wanted to frighten me from ever taking the like again. 

But pray, sava I, how happened the quarrel between 
you and your mend Benjamm, as you call him? Why 
there it is too, said Peter : he also beat me out of his 
downright and true-hearted kindness to me. 

As this is holiday in the afternoon, among us trade»- 
folk, Ben Testy invited me to a share of a can of flip, 
at the Cat and Bagpipes over the way. Just as we sat 
down, Peter;, says he, I am told that your Gatty is witb 
child ; I believe it may be so, says I. I am riad of it 
Peter, with all my heart : and so now rememoer that I 
bespeak myself gossip, why that jnay happen, says I, 
just as matters shall turn out* If the cpild is a boy, 
you shaU be one of the godfathers, and welcome ; but 
if it is a giri, this cannot be, for my uncle G^off'ry has 
alr»Eul3r TBUgaged himself, and I have some expectations 
iirom him. And so, says he, you refuse to admit me for 
your gossip. If it is a girl, says I, you see that I can- 
not O ne cried, I had forgo^ I was a rascal for pro- 
posing it : you're of high blood, have high relatione, and 
so scorn to have connections with a poor tradesn^an like 
me. That is not the case indeed, my dear den, bot^^ 
Damn your dears, says be, I will have no more of them ! 
you are a covetous scoundrel, and value money more 
than love. Well) says I, but will you be patient, will 
you hear reason, my friend % Friend, friend* says he, 
my curse upon all such friendships ! I see into you now. 
You're an ungrateful, unloving, cold-hearted villain, and 
I would sponer be god&ther to a child of the Turk. 
So saying, be struck at me, and repeated his blows across 
the table. But as I saw that his choler was inflaming 
more and more, I got up and retreated, merely intending 
to defend myself till his passion should be spent upon 
me. But you saw what happened, gentlemen, which I 
am heartily sorry for, as I fear, that my poor dear fellow 
is much hurt 

Well, said my tutor, I have heard many definitions, and 
many disputes concerning the word courage, but I never 
saw the thing itself, till thia day. Pray Mr. Peter, weire 

Irott never angry 1 Scarce ever. Sir, that I remember } at 
east on my own account; for I do not fear any man 
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that steps upon the earth, and what is it then that 
should make me angry 7 A man may be angry, said 
Mr. Clement, from other motives sure, besides that of 
fear. God himself can be angry ,->and yet he cannot pos- 
sibly fear. 

I anS feelingly assured, Sir, replied the valiant Peter 
that God was never angry in his whole life ; and that is 
a long time^ that has neither beginning nor ending. 
Don't you believe the gospel, says Mr. Clement; the 
scripture assures us, in a hundred places, of the anger 
of God against impenitent sinners. I am the son ot a 
clergyman, Sir, said Peter, and mayhap could quote 
scripture as well as another. The scriptures were writ- 
ten for man ; but how should man understand them, if 
they were not Written according to his own language and 
to nis own passions 1 I will ask you a question. Sir, 
can you be an^rry at a mite or a worm which you can 
' crush into nothing at pleasure ? I think not, said my 
tutor. No certainly, said Peter, because you cannot fear 
a thin^ that has not power to offend you. Now all the 
world IS but as a worm or mite, to God; and neither man 
nor angels can disturb or affect him with any thing, ex> 
cept delight, on their acceptance of that happiness which 
he desises to give to all his creatures. 

Ay, but, says Mr. Clement, you see that God's an^er 
and indignation was so great against sin, that nothing 
could satisfy for it save the death of his beloved Son. Ay^ 
but, says Peter, the scripture, which you quote, tells you 
that it was not his anger but his love that sent him to 
us. -^* For God so loved the world," a very sinful world 
indeed ! ** that he gave his only begotten Son to take his 
death upon the cross.',' And I am as Ailly assured* as 
I am of my own being, that the same gracious God, who 
has already redeemed poor sinners, would willingly re- 
deem the poor devils also, if they could but find their 
hearts to desire his salvation. 

Here, catching and clasping his hand. My dear Peter, 
says I, I embrace and wish from my heart that your doc- 
trine may be true. I have many tutors, Mr Peter, and 
my dada pays them all with pleasure for the instructions 
that they give me. Tell, me then, Mr. Peter, what must 
he give you for the lesson which you have taught me 1 
What lesson, my hero ! A very precious lesson, 'says I; 
a lesson that will always teach me ** to despise myself 
for a coward,- whenever I shall be angry.*' 

Peter then sprung up, without speaking a word, and 
hugged, and clasped, and kissed me with all his affec- 
tions. Then, plucking a button from the upper part Of 
my coat, I will accept of this token, my darhng, says he; 
and will look at it, many a time in the day, for your 
sake. 
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But Mr. Peter, says I, I think it would be my advan- 
tage to keep up an acquaintance with you, and this can- 
not be so well done, wnile your dear Gatty is angry with 
me. You must therefore promise me to carrv a token to 
her also, as an olive branch of that peace which I want 
to be made between us. I wilL my love, says he, I never 
refuse to give or accept the iavours of a Ariehd. You 
must be upon honour then, not to reject what- 1 offer you. 
I am upon honour, he said. 

I then dipped something into his hand, at which he 
looked and looked again ; and then cried out, from the 
overflowings of a good and grateful heart. You are either 
of the blood royal, or ought to be so ! For the man was 
very poor, though so very sensible and weU descended, 
and so he looked upon a little as a great matter. 

Here Harry dosed his narration, and all the company 
gathered about him, and nearly smothered him with 
their caresses, in wluch httle Susanna came in for her 
ftiil share. 

On the following day, Harry introduced his friend 
V index and family to his dear dadda, who received them 
with a graciousness that soon dispelled that awkward 
diffidenc|B and humbling sense of obligations under which 
the late unhappy preceptor apparently sunk. 

As soon as it was known abroad that Mr. Vindex en- 
joyed the patronage and good countenance of Mr. Fentun 
and his family, his former friends resorted to him, his 
acquaintance was sought by all the neighbourhood, his 
credit was restored, his school daily increased, and, like 
Job, his latter end was far more blessed than his begin- 
nmg. 

Within a few weeks, Mr. and Mrs* Fielding, with their 
sister Phcebe, our friend Ned, and a splendid equipage, 
called and breakfasted at Mr. Fenton's; and, soon af^r, 
Mr. Fenton and liis Harry, with Mr. and Mrs. Clement, 
attended their visitants to 8t. Albans, where, all together, 
they spent the happiest night : only that this happiness 
was blended, at times, with the affecting consideration 
of parting in the morning. 

For two succeeding years and upward little interesting 
happened, save that our hero increased in stature, and aU 
personal accomplishments, and had happily got over the 
measles and small-pox. He was now nearly master of 
the Latin and Greek languages. He could outrun the 
reindeer, and outbound the antelope. He was held in 
veneration by all masters of the noble science of defence. 
His action was vigour, his countenance was loveUness, 
and his mdve'ment was grace. 

Harry, by this time, was also versed in most of the 
select and interesting portions of history. Mr. Clement 
had instructed him in the use of the globea and maps \ 
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and te he there led him fhim dime to clime, «nd eoontry 
to country, he brourht him ACfiaainted with the dificTent 
manners, customsy laws, politics, governments^ rise, prcK- 
ness. and revolutions of the several nations through 
ivhich they passed. Finally, said Clement, you see, mas- 
ter Fenton, that the mightiest stt^tes, like men, have the 
principles of growth, as likewise of dissolution, within 
their ovhi fVame. Like men, they are born and die, have 
their commencement and their period. They arise, like 
the sun, from the darkness of poverty, to temperance, 
industry, liberty, valour, power, conquest, elory, opu- 
iKArz — and there is their zenith. From whence they 
decline, to ease, sensuality, venality, vice, corruption* 
cowardice, imbecility, infamy, slatxrt. And so good 
night ! 

Mr. Fenton now judged it f^ill time to give our hero an 
insight into the nature of the constitution of his own 
country ; a constitution of whose construction, poise, ac« 
tion, and counteraction, the lettered Mr. Clement had 
scarcely any notion ; and dven the learned in our laws, 
and the leaders in our senate, but a very confused idea. 

For this especial purpose he called Harry to his closet. 
You are already, my love, said be, a member of the 
British Senate; and, on that account, have many privi- 
leges to claim, and many duties to perform toward your 
country in particular, independent of your general duties 
to mankind. 

Should it please God to bless your friends with the 
continoance of your life for eight or ten years longer, 
you will then be a member of the legidature of Great 
Britain, one of the higliest and most important trusts 
that can be confided by mankind ! 

Here, my Harry, I have penned, or rather penciled, 
for your use, an abstract in miniature of this wonderful 
constitution. But, before I give it ibr your study and 
frequent perusnl, I would give vou some knowledge of 
the claims whereon it is founded ; as also of the nature 
of man in his present depraved state, and of Mb several 
relations as a subject and as a sovereign. 

Man comes into this world, the weakest of all creatures, 
and while he continues in it, is the most dependent. Na- 
ture neither clothes him ^ith the warm fleece of the sheep, 
nor the gay plumage of the bird ; neither does be come 
forth in the vigour of the foal or the fawn, who on the 
hour of their mrth, frisk about and exult in the blessing 
of new existence. 

Sacred history, indeed, intimates, that man was origi- 
nally created invulnerable and immortal"; that the nie 
could not bum him, stones . wound, air blast, nor water 
drown him* That be was the angehc lord and controller 
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of tbifl earth, andtbiMe heaTcms th«t roll around tu ; with 
pdwer to aae, at onoe, into the eaaence. natures, proper- 
ms, and dktinctiona of thii^ ; to unfiud all their virtuea^ 
to call finrth all their beauties, and to rule, subdue, and 
moderate these elements at pleasure. 

These, truly, were god-fike gifts, illustrious powers 
and prerogatives, lind well becoming an offimring pro- 
dueed in the express image of an all-potent, all-wise^ and 
a]]«beneficent Creator. 

True, Sir) said Harrv ; but then we see nothing, now, 
of all this greatness and glory. Man, on the contrary, is 
himself subjected to all thoelements over which, you say, 
he was appointed the ruler ; he has every thing to fear 
from every thing about him ; even the insects and little 
midges fearlessly attack and sting this boosted lord of the 
creation ; and history shows, from the beginning of tlie 
world, thAi the greatest of aU enemies toman, is man. 

This, replied Mr. Fenton, is continually to remind him 
of the depraved and guilty state into which he has fallen. 
MAn. indeed, is now no oetter than the remains of man : 
but then these remains are suflicient to prove the lustre 
and dignity of his original state. When you behold the 
rains of some lofhr and spacious paliice, you immediately 
form an idea of the origmal beauty and stateliness of the 
structure. Even so, in our present feeble and fractured 
state, a discerning eye may discover many traces and 
firagmentsof man's magnificent ruin — tbougntsthat wing 
infinity ; apprehensions that reach through eternity ; a 
fancy tliat creates, an imagination that contains a uni- 
verse; wishes, that a world hath not wherewithal to 
gStify ; and desires, that know neitlicr ending nor bound! 

Tnese, however, are but the faint glimmerings of his 
once glorious illumination. AH his primitive faculties 
are now lapsed and darkened ; he is become enslaved to 
his natural subjects ; the world is wrested out of his hands: 
he comes as an alien into it, and may literally be callea 
** a stranger and pilgrim u^n earth.^' 

All.other animals are giAed wHh a clear knowledge 
and inataitt discernment of whatever concerns them : 
man's utmost wisdom, on the contrary, is the bare result 
of cdmparing and inferring; a mere mquirer called rea- 
son, a substitute in the want of knowledge, a groper in 
the want of light, he must doubt before- he reasons, and 
examine before he decides. 

Tbn* ignorant, feeble, deeply depraved, and the least 
sufficient, of all creatures in a state of independence, 
man is impelled to derive succour, strength, and -even 
wisdom, from society. When he turns a pitying ear and 
helping hand to the distressed, he is entitled, in nis turn, 
to oe heard and assisted. He is interested in others. 
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others are interested in him. His aflbctions grow^ more 
diffused, his powers more complicated ; and in any socie- 
ty or"^ system of such mutual benevolence, each would 
enjoy the strength, virtue, and efficacy of tne whole. 

You have, Sir, said Harry, here drawn an exceeding 
sweet picture of society, and you know I am but a fool 
and a novice in such matters; but if any other man 
breathing had given me such a descriptipn, I should, 
from all my little reading, have withstood him to the face. 
Look through all the states and associations tliat ever 
were upon earth; throughout the republics of Greece, Italy, 
Asia Minor, and others the most renowned for urbanity 
and virtue ; and yet, what do you find them, save so 
manv bands of public robbers and murderers, confederated 
for tne destruction of the rest gf mankind 7 what desola- 
tion, what bloodshed, what carnage from the beginning ! 
what a delight in horrors ! what a propensity in all to in- 
flict misery upon others ! The malignity of the fiencte 
ean, I think, pierce no deeper ! 

Neither is this. Sir, as I take it, the extent of their 
malevolence. For when any of these bands, or states, 
as you call them, have conquered or slaughtered all 
around them, they never fail for want of employment, 
to fall out among themselves, and cut the throats of their 
very confederates; 'and this puts me in mind of what is 
said by the Prince of peace. •' Tiie prince of this world 
comcth, and has no part in me.'' And figain he says to 
the purpose, that fathers and sons, and mothers and 
daughters, shall be divided against each other ; and that 
" a man's enemies shall be those of his own household." 

I lately met with a fragment of an epic poem, that 
struck me wonderfully at the time ; and I recollect some 
of the lines that contain, in my opinion, the most genuine, 
the truest picture that ever was drawn of the state of man- 
kind. 

" Man comeb into this passing world in weakness, 

And cries for help to man, for feeble is he. 

And many are his foes. Thirst, hunger, nakedness; 

Diseases infinite within his frame ; 

Without, inclemency, the wrath of seasons. 

Famines, pests, plagues, devouring elements, A 

Earthquakes beneath, the thunders rolling o'er him ; 

Age and infirmity on either hand ; 

And death, who shakes the certain dart behind hun-! 

These, surely, one might deem, were ills sufficient. 

Man thinks not so ; on his own race he turns 

The force of all his talents, exquisite 

To shorten the short interval, by art. 

Which nature left U8,-^Fire and sword are in 

His band, and in his b«art are machinatioas, 



ftk %j^^^mA% iff )^t«Hof).—- HAIf the wortd-^ 
Down the stoiep Kulph of dark futurity, 
Pb^ MT theif leQows, psus^ upon the brink, 
And theh drop ftfter." 

8irT then, my dearest ftither, tell me, whence eones thb 
WeraiB than flmty, this cruel beartednetn in roan 1 Wli^ 
are not all like you ? Why are they not happy in eora- 
mtmieattng happtness ? If mv eye« did not daily nee it, 
in i^ii^ ae well ah in hietory, I should think it impioml- 
Me that any one should derive pteasore from givinr paiti 
to another. Can it be more blessed to destroy tnan to 
preserve, to afflict than to gladden. 4o wound than to heaL 
My heart wringfS with re^et for being cast into a wot-M. 
where nation against nation, family against family, and 
man against man, are perpetually embattled, gmdginj^, 
coveting, ffrasping, tearmg every enjoyment, every jfto- 
perty, and life itself, from each other. 

Here Harry, fdr a while, held his handkerchief to Ms 
eyes : while his fond uncl^ dropt a silent tear of delight, 
at bk^nolding the amiable emotion of his beloved. 

Take cAre, my Harry, reioined Mr. Feiiton, beware of 
the smallest tincture of uncharitableneBS ! Yon see Only 
the Worst part the outward shell of this world ; whife 
the kernel, the better part, is concealed from your eyeS. 
There aire miUiens of worthy people and aflectionate 
saints npon earth ; but they are as a kingdom within a 
kingdom, a grain within a husk ; it requires a kindred 
lieart and a curious eye to discover them. Evil in man, 
is like evil in the elements : earUkjuakes, hurricanes, thun- 
ders, and lightnings are conspicaous, noisy, glaring; 
tvhile goodness, like warmth and moisture, is silent and 
nnpeifceived, though productive of all the beautieii and 
benefits of nature. 

I once told yon, my darlhig, that all the evil which is 
fii you l>felon^8 to yourself, and that all the good which 
is m ybu belongs to your God. That you cannot in 6r 
of yourself, so much As think a good thought, or ibtm a 
eOod wish, or oppose a single temptation oi* evil motii^ 
of any khid. And what I then Said of youj may eqinilly 
b^ said of aS men, and of the highest ahgeis noW in 

Nb creature can be better than a ciiAviitn Aim tAitk 
n«siii«. No eflforts of its own cdn possibly kindle thto 
Atiijrtlcst portibn of light or of Iovcj; tin Gtod, by gtvittJE 
himself, gives his light and love into it. 

Here m» the eternal di^rehee betwet^n evil and ^bod, 
tttotweM ifite eieatine and the Creatnr : flie spiHts wnb iAft) 
now in darkness, are there tor no other reason, but Mr 
ttei^d«iiii6 4tf i trrond aitd impoflfSil^b indeptsniefertbe ; for 
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however, they live, and move, and have their desolate 
)>eiDg. 

God is already the fulness of all possible things; he 
has, therefore, all things to give, l>ut nothing to desire. 
The creature, while empty of God, is wanting desire ; it 
has all things to crave, out nothing to bestow. No two 
thmgs, in the universe, can be more opposite, more con- 
trasted. 

Remember, therefore, this distinction in yourself and all 
others ; remember that, when you feel or see any instance 
of selfishness, you feel and see the coveting, grudging, 
and grappling of the creature ; but- that when you feel or 
see any mstance of benevolence, you feel and see the in- 
forming influence of your God. All possible vice and 
maJignity subsists in the one; all possible virtue, all 
possible oeauty, all possible blessedness, subsists in the 
oUier. 

As God alone is Love, and nothing but Love ; no argu- 
ments of our own can reason love into us, no cilbrts of 
our own can possibly attain it It must spring up, with- 
in us, from the divine bottom or source, wherein our ex- 
istence stands ! and it must break through the dark and 
narrow womb of self, into sentiments and feelings of 
^oo(F-will for others, before this child of God can be corn 
mto the world. 

Self < is wholly a miser, it contracts ^yhat it possesses, 
and at the same tiQie attracts all that it doth not, pos- 
sess. It at once shut^ out others from its own proposed 
anjoyments, and would draw into its little whirlpool 
whatever others enjoy. 

Love, on the contrary, is a giving, not a craving ; an 
expansion, not a contiraction ; it breaks in pieces the 
condensing circle of self, and goes forth in the delightful- 
ness of its desire to bless. ' 

Self is a poor, dark, ane miserable avaricicusness, in- 
capable of enjoying what it hath, through its grappling 
and grasping at what it hath not. Tiie impossibility of 
its hmding all things, makes it envious of those who are 
in possession of any thing; and envy kindles the fires 
of hell, wrath, and wretchedness, throughout its existence. 

Love, on tne other hand, is rich, enlightening, and full 
of delight; the bounteousness of its wishes makes the in- 
finity of its wealth; and without seeking or requiring, it 
cannot fail of finding its own enjoyment and blessedness, 
in its desire to communicate and diffuse blessing aad en- 
joyment 

But is it not, Sir, a very terrible thing, said Harrj, for 
poor creatures, to be evil by the necessity of their na- 
ture? 

You mistake this matter, my Harry ; you take the 
^mptinew, darkness^ and desire in the cieature, to b« the 
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evil df the creature. They arc, indeed the only, possible 
cause of evil, in or to any creature; but tliey are ex- 
ceedingly far lom being an evil, in themselves; they are 
on the central y, the only, the necessary and indispensa- 
ble foundation, whereon any creaturely benefit can be 
built. It is extremely good- for the creature to be poor 
and weak, and empty, and dark, and desiring ; for here- 
by he becomes a capacity, for being suppliedvwith all the 
riches, power, glories, and blessedness of his God. 

As God is. every whereK.in and of himself, the tulness 
of all possiole bemgs and beafitudes, he cannot create 
any thing independent or out of himself ; they cannot be, 
but by being both in hhn and by him. Could it be oth- 
er^yise, could any creature be wise, or powerful, ^ or hap- 
py, in and of itsc]f, what a poor and stinted happiness 
must that have been? its blessedness, in that case, mtist 
have been limited, like its being , and how infinitely, my 
child, should we then have fallen short of " that eternal 
weight of glory" intended for us. But God has been 
graciously pleased to provide better things. .If we hum- 
bly and desirously depend upon him, we become enti- 
tled to all that he has, and that he js. He will enlighten 
our darkness with his own illumination ; he will inform 
our ignorance with liis own wisdom ; his omnipotence 
will become the strength of our weakness ; he himself 
will be our rectitude and guide from all error ; be will 
purify our pollution ; put his own robe on our naked- 
ness ; enrich our poverty with the heart-felt treasures of 
himself; and we shall be as so many mirrors wherein our 
divine friend and father shall delight to behold the ex- 
press image of his own person, his own perfections and 
beatitudes represented for ever ! 

O Sir, exclaimed Harry, how you gladden, how you 
transport me ! I shall now no longerrepine at my own 
weakness, or blindness, or ignorance, or insufficiency of 
any kind ; since all these are but as so many vessels pre- 
pared to contain pearls of infinite price, even the riches, 
the enjoyment and fulness of my God. Never will 1 
seek or desire, never will I accept anything, less than 
himself. 

You must, my child, said Mr. Fenton ; you are still in 
the flesh, in a carnal and propertied world ; your old man 
must be fed though not pampered ; it must be mortified 
but not slain. 

^u read, in the third chapter of Genesis, how our 
first father lusted after the sensual fruits of this world ; 
how he wilfully brake the sole commandment of his God ; 
how he added to his apostacy the guilt of aspiring at 
independence ; how he trusted to the promise and virtue 
of creatures, for making him equal in godhead to the 
Creator; how in that day he died the fearfuUest of aU 
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deaths, a death to the fountain of USs, light, and \mt 
within him ; imd how his eyes were opened to jperceive 
the change of his body into grossness, doimption, dis- 
eafles) and mortality, conformable to the world, to which 
ne had tamed his faith, and into which he had cast him- 
self. 

Now, had man continued in this state, his spirit, which 
had turned from God into its own creaturely emptinesis, 
darkness, and desire', must have so continued ior ever, 
in Its own hell and misery, without the possibility of ex- 
citing or acquiring the smallest sparlc of benevolence or 
virtue of any kind. But God, in compassion to Adam, 
and more especially in compassion to his yet unsin- 
ning progeny, infnsed, into his undying essence, a small 
embryon or reconception of that lately forfeited image» 
whicn, in creation, had borne the perfect likeness of toe 
Creator. 

From hence arises the only capacity of any goodness 
in man. And, according as we suppress, or quench, or 
encourage and foster this heavenly seed, or mfant ofi- 
«pring of God within us; in such proportion we become 
either evil, malignant and reprobate ; or benevolent, and 
teplete with divine propensities and affections. 

Now, HariT, let us turn our eyes to our gross and out- 
ward man ; for, as I told you, it miist be cared for, and 
sustained agreeable to its nature ; and it is well deserv- 
ing of our attention ; forasmuch as it is the husk, the ha- 
biuLtion, atid temple of that god-like conception, which, 
whea matured, is to break forth into never ending glory. 

Lastly, this same outward man is further to be regard- 
ed by us, forasmuch as his infirmities, frailties, distem- 
perature& afflictions, aches,- and anguishes, are so inti- 
mately felt by his divine inmate, that they occasionally 
excite those thousand social charities, relations and en- 
dearments, that, with links of golden love, connect the 
brotherhood of man. 

It is, therefore, worth while to inquire into the claims 
and rights of this close, though gross companion; at 
least, so far as may be requisite for his necessary, if not 
comfortable subsistence upon earth. 

We find that God has entrusted him with life, liberty, 
and strength to acquire property for his sustenance. It 
is therefore his duty to preserve aU these trusts inviolate; 
for^ as they are wedded to his nature, " what' God hath 
60 joined, let no man put asunder." 

If these were not, my Harry, the natural, inheritable, 
and indefeasible rights of all men, there would i)e no 
wrong^ no injustice in deprrving an you should meet, of 
their hberty . thehf lives, and properties, at pleasure. For, 
all laws that Were ever framed for the good government 
pf men Ccven with the dithie catatk^ne) are no o^^r 
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tlunftint truificriptB of tbftt eternal LAW or sxffBTO- 
I.ENCE, which was written and again retraced in the 
bosom of the first man, and which all his posterity ought 
to observe, without further obligation. 

The capital apostle, St, PauJ, bears testimony also^ 
to the impression of this Law of Rights on the con- 
sciences and hearts of all men, where he says in the se- 
cond chapter of hia epistle to the Romans, ''Not the 
hearers or the law are just before God. but the doers of 
the law shall be justified. For, when the Gentiles, which 
have tiot the law, do by nature the things contained in 
tiie law, these, having not the law. are a law unto tbetn- 
selves : which shews the work of the law written in their 
hearts; their consciences also bearing witness, and their 
thoughts the meanwhile, accusing or else excusing one 
another." 

But, Sir, interrupted Harry, I am quite astonished at 
the foiling off of the lather of mankind. So infinitely 
benefitted ana obliged as he was, so necessarily depen- 
dent also on his omnipotent Benefactor ; how foolish^ 
how base, how ungrateful, how unpardonable, as I think, 
was his wonderful apostacy ! Wretched creatures that 
we are ! no sound branch, to be sure, could ever spi^ng 
from so dcA>ased, so cankered a stock. 

Let us not be prone to judge of others, my Harry. I 
am confident, as I am of my being, that had vou or I 
been in the case or place of Adam, we should nave fal- 
len in like manner. He had an old and a very subtle 
adversary to deal with. He felt himself powerful, glo- 
rious, and happy. He had no notion that his present 
state could change for the worse. He was yet a novice 
in existence. He could form no conception of the de- 
pravity, pains, and mortality, that aifterward ensued^ — 
And he was strongly tempted by sensual objects from 
without, and by the emotions of his creaturely nature 
within him. But of this I am assured, Harry, that» if 
he was the greatest sinner, he was also the greatest and 
most contrite penitent that ever existed ; as the compari- 
son of his first with his latter state, must have given him 
the most poignant Und bitter compunctions, and must 
have caused him, with tenfold energy, to cling to that 
Rock ftom which he was hewn, but from whence he had 
fallen. 

I have already shewn you, Harry, that eveiy man bae 
a right in his person and property ; and that this right is 
natural, inhentable, and inoefeasible. No consent of 
parties, no institution, can make any change in this 
great and fundamental law of right; it is universal, in- 
variable^ and unalienable, to any man or system of men. 
It is only defeasible in particular cases ; as where one 
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man by assailing the safety of another, justly forfeits the 
title which he had to his own safety. 

It human nature had never fallen into a state of inor- 
dinate appetence, all laws and legal restraints would 
have been as needless and impertinent, as the study and 
practice of physic, in a country exempted from mortali- 
ty and disease. But, forasmuch as all men are tyrants by 
nature ; all prone to covet and grasp at the rights of oth- 
ers : the great Law op safett to all, can no other- 
wise be assured, than by the bestbaint of each 

FBOM TIOING IlfJURY TO AWT. 

On this lamentable occasion, on this sad necessity of 
man's calling for help against man, is founded every in- 
tention and end of civil government. All laws that do 
n<5t branch from this stem, are cankered or rotten. AU 
political edifices that are not built and sustained upon 
this foundation, " of defending the weak against the op- 
})re6sor, must tumble into a tyranny, even worse than 
that anarchy which is called the state of nature, where 
individuals are unconnected by any social band. But if 
such a system could be framed, whereby wrong should 
not be permitted or dispensed within any man, right 
would consequently ensue, and be enjoyed by all men, 
and this world be the perfection of Civil Lihertt. 

Sir, says Harry^, I have heard some very learned men 
aflirm, that God, in whom is the disposal of all lives and 
all properties, has given to some a right of ruling over 
others; that governors are his vicegerents and representa- 
tives upon earth • and that he hath appointed the de- 
SQendible and hereditary rights of fathers over families, 
of patriarchs over tribes, and of kings over nations. 

In a qualified sense, my Harry, their affirmation may 
be* just : all the agents and instruments and dispensers of 
beneficence, whether their sphere be small or great, are 
God's true representatives and vicegerents upon earth ; 
lie hath given authority to the tenderness of parents over 
their progeny: and he hath invested patriarchs and 
kings with the rights of protection. But God never 
gave the vulture a right to rule over the dove-cote ; never 
gave up the innocent many for a prey to the tyrannous 
few : God never can take pleasure in the breaches of the 
law of his own righteousness and benignity. Arbitrary 
regents are no further of his appointment, than the evils 
of earthquakes and hurricanes ; as where he is said " to 
give the wicked a king in his anger; and to set over the 
nations the basest of men." 

The God of all right cannot will wrong to any : " His 
service is perfect freedom." It is his pleasure, to deliver 
from " the land of slavery, and the house of bondage :" 
he is the God of equity and good-will to 4U his crca<. 
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tures ; be founds Iiis own authority, not in power, but 
in beneficence. The law, therefore, of safety end well- 
being to all, is founded in the nature of God himself, 
eternal, immutable, and indispensable. 

One man may abound in strength, authority, poans- 
sions ; but no man may have greater right than another. 
The beggar has as much right to his cloak and his scrip, 
as the king to his ermines and crown-lands. 

To fence and to establish this divinely inherent right, 
of security to the person, and property of man^ has been 
the study and attempt of Hermes, Connicius, Minos, Ly- 
curgus, Solon, Numa, and of all the legislators and sys- 
tems of civil polity, 'that ever warmed the world with a 
single ray of freedom. 

But so strong is the propensity to usurpatfon in man ; 
so dangerous is it to tempt trustees with the investiture of 
power; so difficult to watch the watchers, to restrain the 
rcstrainers from injustice ; that whether the government 
were committed to the One, the Few, or the Many, the 
parties entrusted have generally proved traitors ; and de- 
puted power has almost perpetually been seized upon as 
property. . • 

MonarchjT has ever been found to rush headlong into 
tyranny ; aristocracy into faction and multiplied usur- 

{)ation ; and democracy into tumult, confusion, and vio- 
ence. And all these, whether distinct or compounded- 
witb each other, have ended in the supremacy of some 
arbitrary tyrant, enabled, by a body of military merce- 
naries, to rule, oppress, and spoil the people at pleasure. 
How England hath come, after the many wrecks and 
ruins which you have read of in history, to survive, to 
recover, to grow sounder from her wounas, and mightier 
from her discomfitures ; and to rise superior, as we tnist, 
to all future external and internal attempts ; hath been 
owing to the peculiarity of her constitution. 

Her constitution, it is true, is not yet quit, perhaps 
never ought to be quit, of some intestme commotions. 
For, though liberty has no relation to party dissension, or 
cabal agamsf^overnment ; there is yet a kind of yest ob- 
servable in its nature, which may be necessary to the 
fermentation and working up of virtue to the degree that 
is requisite for the production of patriotism ana public 
spirit. But when tnis yest of liberty happens to light 
upon weak or vapid tempers, they arc immediately af- 
fected, like small beer casks, and rave and boil over in 
abundance of factious sputter and turbulence. Party and 
section therefore, being the scum and ebullition of this 
animating yest, arc sure signs and proofs of the life of 
liberty, though they neither partake nor communicate 
any portion of its iTeneficence ; as rank weeds are the 
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Bpavfor A hot fUQ »d4 lujuriant toiU t^wli Ui^y <K*i 
Qlf^ MtMt)|bl0 <}on«Muence of the (me and the qmft 

^faloii Poim}iT*Public 8af«ty--6ecurity to tho f4f« 
flODB and Properties of tbo Peoj^e ;" conttitutes the wlioli 
of S<l8l»n4'fl polity. Here empue is ** fmperwm kgumt 
tha fmw qf law;'' \t is the dispensation of beneficenca, 
oietuaT fight to all: and this em|iire rises supreme over 
king, loras, and commoilis ; and » appointed to rule iIm 
r^kry, \q toe end of time. 

pt^er statas, before now, have been QDim>oiinded| im 
oan^ of pnnce. peers, and people, th^ one, iew, and many 
VBitad, But the error and failure of their constitutioii 
was Una : The j^ple^ who are the tountain of all powert 
either retained, m their own hands, an authority whicli 
tl^ never ware qualified to wield ; or deputed it to tins- 
tees wHiiottt account ; without a provident resQuroe, or 
dya n»f»irve of potency, when *' those instructed witli go* 
varninent should be found to betray their trust" 

Tba p0oplB or England, on the contrary, claim no au« 
tbority in government: neither in the framing, adminis* 
tuition, or execution or the laws, by which they content 
to he governed. They are themselves imaged, and as 
it waF9 epitomis^, in their three several estates. Tha 
nng represents their miyesty ; the lords their nobility ; 
ana tflO commons, more immediately, their legislative 
P9war» The constitution is the inheritance of them and 
their posterity ; and theirs is the ri^i^ht and duty, at all 
times, to watch over, assert, and reclaim it. Wherefore, 
an yea find in history, when any of the three estates have 
URUrpfd upon the others ; even when all of them together 
have daraa to violate the frame of this salutary constltu* 
tioB ; the people tq whom it belongs, have never failed, 
89 on the other day's ravoIutioAxto restore and reinstate 

if. 

England's three estates, of kings, lords, and commons, 
aff psffta ot the people, under covenant with the people, 
ami accountable to the people ; but tb^ people, as a pao« 
pie, make not any of the said estates. They are as a 
paipetual fountain, from whence the three estates arise ; 
Off rat^r as a sea of waters, in which three exalted waves 
sfemild claim pre-eminence, which yet shall not be able 
to dea^rt Drom their fund, but io rotation are diseolubla 
apd lesolvable therein. 

Thw, ^wever complieated the system of England'a 
n9litv way be, it is alT rooted in ana branches ttcm th» 
nufii^ thepeopk, the trust of powens which they ha^ 
grantea to w returned in protection. And, in truth, it 
makes littia difference whether the powers^ in such oaaea, 
hi9 fiWBybsd ar assumed; whoever either receives -or assuraaa 
sMi^ powera, save te the ends of heaefieence, is equaUy 
guilty of usurpation and tyranny. 
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O^^wmmWk e«n liav^ no powen, fla?e tfaa pow«r« of 
Ul« people; to wit, the power of their numbem. atrengtli 
eii<I courace, in time of wer : and ii| peace, or their art 
and indui^, and the wealth arising uerefrom* Who- 
ever fHUmea to bimapll these powen, or anjr part there- 
of^ without the consent of the propnetors, is a robber, 
anci should, at least, be divested of the spoil. 

On the other hand, if snch powers are granted by the 
pei^Ie, the people cannot grant them for purposes to 
which, they themselves cannot lawfully apply them. No 
nMn. for instance, can arbitrarily di8p<>8e of bis own life 
or liberty, neither of the whole product of bis own la- 
bours: ibrasmucfa as the lives of himself and bis ftmily 
should be first sustained thereby, and his obligations to 
othem Ikirly and fully discharged. He cannot therefore 
grant an aroilrary disposal of what he bath, not an arbitra- 
ry disposal in himsel£ Much less can any man grant a 
power over the livea, liberties, or properties of other pe4»- 
ple, as it would be criminal and highly punishable in 
himself to assail them. 

Hence it follows, as evident as any object at noon, 
that **no man, or body of men, can rightfully assume, or 
even accept, what no man or body of men can rightfully 
grant," to wit. a power that is arbitrary or injurious to 
otheia. And hence it necessarily follows, that all usur^ 
nations of such powers, throughout the earth, with all ac- 
tual or pretended covenants, trusts, or grants, for the in- 
vesture or conveyance* of such illicit powers, are null and 
vsoid on the execution : and that no man, or nations of 
men, can possibly be bound by any consents or contracts, 
eversive of the laws of God and their own nature, of com- 
iQon sense and general equity, of eternal reason and 
truth. 

I beg. pardon. Sir, says Harry, for interrupting you 
once more ; but you desire that I should always speak my 
mind with fireedom. You have delighted me greatly with 
the account which you gave of the benefits and sweets of 
JUberiy, and of its being equally the claim and birth-right 
o| all men , and I wish to neaven they had an equal en- 
joyment thereof. But this you know, Sir, is very far 
firom being the case ; and that this animating fire, which 
ought to comfort aU who come into the world, is now 
nearly extinguished tlnoughout the earth. 

O Sir, if thia ^vine, golden law qf liberty were obaerv- 
e±ifau were reetravud/rom doing injury to any ; what- 
a heaven we ahould speedily have upon earth. The 
hahit of such a restraint womd in time suppress every 
motion to evil. Th^ weak would have the mightiness of 
this lew fiNT their support ; the poor would have the benevo- 
lence thereof lor their riches. Under the light and de- 
lifhtaooM yoke of aiich a restnunt, hpw would industry 
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1)6 encouraged, to plant and to multiply the vine and 
the fig-trce : how would benignity rejoice, to call neigh- 
l>ours and strangers to come and fearlessly partake of 
the fruits thereof! 

How has the sacred name of all-benefitting Liberty 
f^en perverted and profaned, by the mouths of madding 
(Iccnagogues at the nead of their shouting rabble, who 
mean no other than a licentious unmuzzlirvg from all re- 
t^traint, that they may ravage and lay desolate the works 
and fruits of peace ! 

But liberty, in your system, is a real and essential 
j^ood; the only source, indeed, whence any good can 
nrise. I see it, I revere it, it shines^by its own light in 
the evidence of your description ! 

How is it then, Sir, that there are persons so blind, or 
»5o bisrotted against their own interests and those of their 
feltbws, as to declaim with much energy and studied ar- 
Kumentotion against this divine, inheritable, and inde- 
feasible right (not of kings, as it should seem"^ but of hu- 
man kind 1 

I lately happened in company with a number of dis- 
contentedly looking gentlemen, whom I supposed to liav» 
been abetters of the late king James, and friends to the 
arrogating family of the Stewarts. Among them was one 
of some learning and great cleverness, and he paraded 
and shewed away, at a vast rate, concerning the divinely 
inherent right of monjirchs, implicit submission, passive 
obedience, non resistance, and what jiot. 

Our God, said he, is one God ; and the substitutes of 
his Miglitiness should resemble himself; their power 
ought to be absolute, unquestioned, and undivided. The 
Hun is his glorious representative in the heavens ; and 
)nonarchs are his representatives and mirrors upon earth, 
in whom he is pleased to behold the reflection of his own 
Majesty. 

Acconlingly we find, that the raonarchs over his chosen 
jieople were of his special appointment; and that their 
persons were rendered sacred and awfully inviolable, by 
unction, or the shedding of hallowed oil upon them. — 
Many miscarriages and woful defaults arc recorded of 
Saul, as a man ; yet as a king, he was held perfect in the 
<jye9 of his people. What an unhesitating obedience, 
what a speechless sulMuission do they pay to all his be- 
hests ! Though he massacred their whole priesthood, to 
a man, in one day, yet no murmur was heard ; no one 
dared to wag a tongue, and much less to lift a finger 
against the Lord's anointed 

1 own to you. Sir, that this last argument staggered me; 
such an express authority of the sacred writings put me 
wholly to silence. Say then, my dearest father, give me 
the benefit of your enlightening sentiments on this head? 
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that I may know, on all occasions, to give to all men an 
accoant of the political faith that is in me. 

It is extremely surprising, rejoined Mr. Fenton, that 
all our lay and ecclesiastical champions for arbitrary pow- 
er, who have raised such a dust, and kept such a coil 
about the divine, hereditary, and indefeasible right of 
kings, and the unconditional duty of passive obedience 
in the subject ; have founded their whole pile of argu- 
ment and oratory, on the Divine appointment of the re- 
gal government of the Jews, as the perfect model and- 
ensample, whereby all other states are, in like manner^ 
r«:juired-to form their respective governments. 

Now, if these champions had engaged on the opposite 
sideot the question, and had undertaken the argument 
against arbitrary power, they could not have done it more 
eifectually, more conclusively, more unanswerably, than 
by shewing that arbitrary power was the very evil so 
displeasing to' the nature of God, that he exhibited his 
omnipotence in a series of public and astonishing won- 
ders, m order to deliver this very people from the griev- 
ance thereof; and more especially, to proclaim to all na- 
tions and ages the detestation in which his eternal jus^ 
tice holds all lawless dispensations, all acts of sovereign 
power that are not acts of protection. 

Could these champions, again, have better enforced the 
argument against arbitrary power, than by shewing that 
this people, so miraculously enfranchised, but now tat 
and wantonly kicking under the indulgence of their God,- 
had taken a loathing to the righteousness of the dispen- 
sations of their deliverer, "had rejected him," as he aflirms 
" from reigning over them ;" and had required a Kin^y 
like to the kings of the neighbouring nations? the very 
evil from which God had redeemed their forefatliers! 

Could these champions, further have better demon- 
strated the miseries, the iniquities, the abominations of 
such a government, than by reciting the expostulations, 
the tender and earnest remonstranccis ot God himself, 
on the sufferings that these rebels were about to fcnring 
upon themselves from the enormities of an arbitrary and 
unlimited sovereignty ? And lastly, could they have 
better recommended, to the flrce and the virtuous, to stand 
out, to the death, against arbitrary oppression, than by 
shewing the obstinacy of these apostate Jews, when they 
answered to the compassionating expostulations of their 
God — ^**Nay, but we will have a king, like all the nations, 
to rule over us.*' 

Nothing, my Harry, can be more unaccountable, more 
astonishing, than the perverseness of tliat stift' necked na- 
tion. - * 

They daily drank the bitterest dregs of slavery ; tlicy 
had been galled by double chains ; and had groaned un- 
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dmr ta mipreoede&tad tjrrannv and opprewjon. Thcr 
cried out to tbetr Crod, and be minuailoiuly deliwraid 
them from the land of their mi8ery,)uid from the hoase 
of tbeir bondage. Yet, on the first cravinfra of appetite^ 
theae aoulaenaualized wretchea desired to be returned to 
(heir chains and their flesh-pots ; and longed to groan 
and gbrmandize in their <4d sty. 

Hereupon God gave them neah and bread to the ftill ; 
and he brought them into a land "Aovnng with milk and 
honey.'* and abounding with all the good things of this 
life. He made them a free and sovereign people ; dia- 
comfited their enemies before them ; and informed their 
judges with his own spirit, for the dispensation of 
righteousness ; insomuch that ^' every man sat under his 
own vine, and did what was rigbt in his awn eyes." 
And yel they lasciviously petitioned to be subjected to a 
state of absolute despottam : and thia, for no assigned 
reaaon, aave because ft waa the ikshion : '*Makeua a Idng 
to judge us, like to all the nations around us.'* 

Here c*od, in the same act, approves his attributea of 
mercy and reluctant justice to his erring creatures. He 
punishes their rebellion, by no greater a aeverity than the 
grant of their request 

"And the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the 
voice of the people in all that they say unto thee ; for 
they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected tde, 
that I should not reign over them. Howbeit, protest 
solemnly unto them, and show them the manner of the 
king that shall reign over them. 

** Arid Samuel told all the words of the Lord unto the 
people that asked of him a king. And he toid, this will 
ht the manner of the king that shall reign over yout 

" He will take your aons and appoint them for him- 
self, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen. And some 
shall run before his chariots. And he will appoint him 
cuptaina over thousands, and captains over fifbea, and will 
set them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest. And 
he will take your daughters to be confectioners, and cooks^ 
and ba|cer8. And he will take your fields, and your vine- 
vards, and your olive-yards, even the best of them. And 
he^ill take your men-servants, and your maid-servants, 
and your goodliest young men, and your asses, and put 
them to his work, and ye shall be his servants. Andye 
shall cry out in that day, because of your king, which ye 
shall have chosen you ; and the Lord will not hear you in 
that day. 

" Nevertheless, the people. refused to obey the voice 
of the Lord and of Samuel ; and they said. Nay, but we 
will have a king over us." 

And now, Harry, what do you gather from all these 
sacred authorities t I gather. Sir, answered H«rry, from 
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the expve«8 and repeated declaratiomi of holy writ, that 
whoever he be, whether sovereign or jsubject, who doth- 
not wish that all men should be limited or restrained fhmi 
doins injury to any, is a rebel to the will of the God qf 
bentficencey and an enemy to the wdh-beiag of human 
kind. 

You have, exclaimed Mr. Fenton, you have, in a few 
words, spoke the whole of the matter. On what you have 
said, hang all the law and the prophets. 

Again, my dear, contined Mr. Fen ton, it is evident frotn 
the ihistory, that the Jews themselves did not pay the 
smallest regard to the divine hereditary right of kmgship. 
Both David and Solomon, the second and third in suc- 
cession, were estabHsbed on the throne in direct contra- 
diction to such pretended right. . And on the succession 
of Rehoboam, toe fourth king, ten of the twelve tribes 
repented of their submissicHi to an arbitrary monarchy, 
and required the king to consent to a limitation of his 
authority, and to enter into a contract with the people. 

**And they spake unto Rehoboam, saying, Thy fkther 
made our yoke grievous : now tlierefore make thou the 
. grievous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke which 
he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee." 

But wnen Rehoboam, by the advice of his sleek-head- 
ed ministry, refused to covenant with the people, the ten 
tribes cried out, ."What portion have we in David 1 
neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse ; to your 
tents, O Israel J" And thus the ten tribes^evolted from 
the arbitrary domination of the houses of Saul and Da- 
vid. For as the sacred text says, '* The eautse was from 
the Lord,'' 

Now when these ten tribes sent and called Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, and made him V\\\^ over Israel; it is 
mosl evident that they oblif^ed iiiin to limit the regal au- 
thcArity, and to covenant with them for the restoration 
and re-e^;ablishmcnt of their popular rights. For, in 
the sixth succession, when Ahab sat upon the throne, 
the regal prerogative had not yet so far usurped on the 
constitutional nghts of the people, as to entiUe Ahab to 
deprive his subjects even of a garden for herbs. 

" And Ahab said unto Naboth, Give me thy vtneyar(^, 
that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because it rs 
near unto minfe house ; and- 1 will give tliee fpr it a bet- 
ter vineyard ; or if it seems good to thee, I will give thee 
the worth of it in money. But Naboth snid to Ahat>, 
The Lord forbid that I should give the inheritance of my 
fkt^en unto thee. So Ahab came to his house heavy 
displeased, because Naboth had saidj I- will not gi^ to 
tliee the inheritance of my lathers : and he laid him down 
upon his bed, and tamed away bis fiice, and wddM eat 
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Here wc sec th^t the people of Israel had so far rd- 
covcrcd their originally inherent and hereditary rights, 
that tlie regal estate had not the privilege of wresting, 
from any subject, so much as an herb-garden. 

This was a mortifying circumstanc43 to royal eleva- 
tion ; but power is seldom unfruitful of expedients. A 
methodo>vas found of rending away Naboth's property 
(without his consent) under colour of the law to which he 
had comented. He was falsely irnpeached, and forfeited 
his life and inheritance together. But God, by the sig- 
nal punishment which he inliicte'd, for this breach on 
the natural rights of his people, evinced to the world, 
how dear they are in the eye of eternal justice. 

How deplorable then, my Harry, is the supuression 
of these rights, now nearly universal througliout the 
eartl) ! But when people, from their infancy, and from 
generation to generation, have been habituated to bond- 
a«e;e, oppression, and submission ; without any tradition 
or memorial delivered down to them, of a happier or 
more equitable manner of life ; they are accpstomed to 
look on themselves, their possessions, and thenr progeny, 
as the rightlul property of their rulers, to be disposed of 
at pleasure rand they no more regret the want of Liberty 
that they never kr>ew, than the blind bom regret tlie 
want of the light ot the sun. 

Before 1 give you this paper that I haVfe in my 
hand, this epitome or picture, in miniat^ire of the incom- 
parable beauties of the Britannic constitution, it may be 
requisite to premise a few matters. 

Travellers, when they survey a grand Egyptian pyra- 
mid, are apt to enquire by whom th^ stupendous pile 
was erected, and how long it bath stood the assaults of 
time. But when nothing of this can be developed, ima- 
gination runs back through antiquity, without bounds ; 
. and thence contemplates an object, with peculiar vene- 
ration, that appears as it were to have had no beginning. 

Such a structure is the constitution of Great Britain. 
No records discover when it had a commencement; 
neither can any annals specify tlie time at which it was 
noL 

William the Norman, above seven hundred years ago, 
on his entering into the original Contract with the peo- 
ple, engaged to govern them according to the bun^ et 
approMtm antiquae regni leges, the good, well approved, 
and ancient laws of the kingdom ; this constitution was 
therefore ancient, even in ancient times. 

More than eighteen hundred years are now elapsed 
since Julius Ca)sar, in the sixth book of his commenta- 
ries, bore testimony as well to the antiquity as excellen- 
cy of the system of the laws of Britain. He tells us, 
that the venerable order of the Druids, who Hien admin* 
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istered justice throu^hoiit Gaul, derived their system cf 
government from Britain ; and that it was customary fur 
those who were desirous of being versed in the said Wi- 
cient institutions, to go over to J3ritain for that purpose. 

C.-esar seems to recommend, while he specifier, one c f 
the laws that was then peculiar to the constitution c I 
Britain. He tells you, that, if a woman was suspected 
of the death of her husband, she was questioned therr- 
upon with severity "by her neiglibours ;" and that, if 
she was found guilty, she was tied alive to a stake, and 
burned to d^atii. The very trial used in Britain, " by a 
vjury of neighbours," to this day. » 

It is, hence, very obvious, that our Gothic ancestors 
either adopted what they judged excellent in llie Britisli 
constitution, or rather superadded what was deemed ^o 
be excellent in their own. 

The people who went under the general name of 
Goths, were of many different nations, who from tl© 
Northern, poured down on the more Southern parts c f 
Europe. 

Their kings were, originally, chiefs or generals, aj)- 
jiointed to lead voluntary armies, or colonies, for lie 
iorming of new settlements in foreign lands: and they 
were followed by a free and independent multitude, who 
had previously stipulated that they should share and en- 
joy the possessions which their valour should conquer. 

Next to the general, in order, the ofilcers or pnncipf 1 
men of the army were attended, on such expeditions, by 
their kinsfolk, friends, and dependents, who chose to at- 
tach themselves to their persons and fortunes respective- 
ly ; and such attachments gave these oflicers great power 
and consideration. 

On their conquest or seizure of any tract of country, a 
certain portion thereof was allotted to the general, fir 
the maintenance of his person and houseliold. Tho 
general then divided th6 remainder among his oflicers, 
to hold of him, in flef, at the certain service of so many 
horse or foot, well armed and provided, &c. and propor- 
tioned to the value and extent of the land assigned. — 
And the said oflicers, again, parcelled tut the ^reateft 

£art of the said possessions, among their respective fo)- 
►wers, to hold of themselves, in like manner and service 
as they held of their general. 

On the conquest of a country, they seldom chose t(» 
exterminate the natives or old inhabitants, but allottcil 
to them also separate remnants of the land ; and admit- 
ted them to the common and equal participation of such 
laws or usages as they brought from their own country, 
or chose to adopt. 

Independent of the military services above reserved, 
Uxe prince, or chief, further reserved the civil service or 
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personftl attetldaitco of hi« fbudatory offioeri^ At oertftin 
tinned, and Ibr certain terms, at his generAl or natiotial 
dourt This court was composed of three estates^ ffie 
mince, the nobles, and such of the priesthood, whietti^r 
Pa^n or Christian, as held in fief from th6 prince; and 
ftom this nafic^nl cotmcil our parliament took its briglfa. 

The feudal officers also, on their part, reserved the 
like service and personal attendance of their proper 
tenants and vassals, at their respective courts of judieb- 
tare. And for as much as, in such courts, lio dvil or 
criminal sentence could take place, till the voice of the 
jud{;e was affirmed by the court, which consistisd of such 
as were peers, or equals to the party accused; from 
thence we derive our free, ancient, and sacred itisiitv- 
iion of Juries, 

If we look back upon one of those fitof or feudal kincs, 
seated hip;h up<m his throne, and encircled with all uie 
ensigns of royalty ; when we find him entitled the sole 
propriet«>r of all the lands within his dominions; t^hen 
we near his subjects acknowledge, that he alone is the 
fountain from whence are derived all possessions, rights, 
titles, distinctions, and dignities: when we see his most 
pdtent prefects and nobles, with lifted hands and bended 
Knees, swedring fealty at his feet ; who would not take 
him for an arbitrary and most absolute prince t 

Such a judgment, however, wouM have been very prfe- 
mAture. No prince could be more limited. He had not 
the license of doing hurt to the person or property of the 
meanest vassal throughout his dominions, tittt was he 
the less powerful, think you, for betn^ less absblnte ? 
quite the contrary. While he acted within the sphere 
of his compact with the people, he acted in all the per- 
sons and powers of the people. Though prescribed with 
respect to evil, this extent of his bencQcence was whoiKy 
unronfincd. He was not dreaded indeed, but on that ae- 
cmmt, he was the more revered and beloved by his sub-' 
jerts. He was a part of themselves; the principal mem- 
ber of their body. In him they beheld, Wrth delight, their 
own dignity and strength so gloriously represented ; and 
by being the proprietor of all their hearts, he b^am*tlie 
ma$ster of all their hands. 

O, exclaimed Harry, Who would wish after this, to be 
unrestrained from any kind of evil 7 how f^ightfbl, hbw 
detestable is that power, which is not exercised hi acts 
of benevolence alone ! and all, who please, may be inft- 
nitb iti the strbtch of a good will. 

' True, my dear, siatid Mr. Fenton — I have now, cori- 
iiHtled he, given yov the rough and tin<brm«d rudimems 
of our Britannic constitution. And het« I deUvet to y<Ai 
my mtliB model Of tte fltifariMtl conttrttcfiOTitMtMfjtsit 
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now stands on the Revolution just achieTed by bifl pfe- 
sent glorious majesty king William. 

Your reading nas informed you, and may fturther m- 
9utm vou, of tbe several steps and struggles whereby this 
great ousiness wais finally enected. It was not suddenly 
brought to pass ; it was' the work of many ages ; whu» 
Britain, like Anteus, though often defeated, rose more 
vigorous and reinforced from every foil. Of times 
long passed, what stupendous characters! what si- 
rred names f what watchftd councils ! what bloody ef- 
fusions ! what a people of heroes ! what senates of sages ! 
How hath the invention of nature been stretched, how 
have the veins of the valiant been exhausted, to form. 
support, reform, and bring to maturity this unexampled 
constitution, this coalescence and grand effort of every 
human virtue, Briiish Liberty ! 

[Here-follows Mr. Fenton's short system of the beau- 
ties and benefits of our constitution. But if the reader 
loves amusement preferable to instruction ; he is at fiberty 
to pass it over, and proceed in t^ story.] 



THE REGAL ESTATE. 

The king, in tbe constitution of Great Britain, is mor» 
properiy the king of, than a king over the people, united 
to tnem, one of ttiem, and contained in tnem. At the 
same time that, he is acknowledged the head of their 
body, he is their principal servant or minister, being the 
depotee of their executive power. 

His claim to the throne is not a daim, as of some matter 
of proi)eTty or personal right ; he doth not claim, but ia 
claimed by the people in their parliament ; and he is 
claimed, or called upon, not to the investiture of p os s es 
ei*)ns, but tbe performance of duties. He is called upon 
to govern the people according to the laws by which 
they themselves have consented to be governed : to cause 
jostice and mercy to be dispensed throughout the realm : 
and t4) his utmost to execute, protect, and maintain the 
laws of the gospel of God^ and the rights and liberties 
of all the people without distinction : and this he swears 
on the gospel of God to perform. And thus, as all others 
owe allegiance to the king, tht king himseff^weih alk' 
giance.to the eonstuuiion. 

The existence of a king, as one of the three estat^s^ 
is immutable, indispensable, and indefeasible : the con- 
stitution cannot subsist witoout a king. But then, his 
personal claim of possession, and of hereditary suoosih 
sion to the thrpne, is in several instances precarious and 
defeasible : as. in cas9 of any natur^ incap««ity to go* 

Vol. II. V 
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wm : 6r of an open avowal of prindplei incoimMtilUe 
with the constitufion ; or in caae of overt acts demoii- 
Mrativ« of such principles ; or of any attempt to aap, or 
overthrow a fiinaamental part of that system, which he 
irw cidled in, and constituted, and has sworn to main- 

** Though the claim of aU kines to the throne of Great 
Britain is a limited and defeasible claim ; yet fte worW 
can afford no rival, in power or glory, to a consHiunontU 
toveteisn of these free dominions. 

For the honour of their own body, they have invested 
this their head with all possible illustration: he ^concen- 
trates the rays of many nations. They have clothed mna 
lb toyal robes, and circled his head with a diadem, and 
•enthroned him on high, and- they bow down before the 

mirror of their own majesty. _^ , .. r- 

Neither are hia the mere ensigns or external tfoows or 

regency, he is invested also with powers, much more real 
4lian iT they were absolute. * 

There are three capital prerogatives, wiui which the 

king is entrusted, which, at first sight, appear of fear- 

ftil and dangerous tendency; and which must intaUtbly 

and quickly end in arbitrary dominion, if they were not 

counterpoised and counteracted* 

His principal prerogative is to make war or peace, as 

fclto treaties, leagues, and alliances with foreign poten- 

tatiflk 

His second prerogative is to nominate and appoint all 
ministers and servants of state, all judges and adminia- 
^trators of justice, and all officers, civU or mUitary, 
throughout these realms. ,^,. ' ^ 

His third capital prerogative is, that he should have the 
whole executive power of the government of these na- 
tions, by his said ministers and officers, both civil and 

I nught here also have added a fourth prerogative, 
which must have been capitally eversive of the constitu- 
tion, bad it not been limited in the original trust ; I mean 
a power of granting pardon to criminals. Had this 
power been unrestrained, all obligations to justice might 
he absolved at the king's pleasure. An evil king might 
even encourage the breach of law : he must, nnquestion- 
H^y, have dispensed with all illicit acts that were perpe- 
trated by* his own orders ; and this assurance of pardon 
most, as unquestionably, have encouraged all his minis- 
tJMTB and officers to execute his will as the only rule of 
their obedience. 

• 3ttt God, and our glorious ancestors be pAised! he is 
i«Mrained lh>m protecting his best beloved ministers, 
wtiet^ tiiey have effected, or even imagined the damage 
«f ibe ceovlitttlioftt He is also^Umtted m appeals brought 
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by the subject for murder and robbery. But on indict- 
menlfl in hig own name, for offences af^ainst his proper 
person and government, such as rebellion, insurrection, 
riot,iand breaches of the peace by murder, main, or rob- 
bery, &c., here he is at liberty to extend the arm of his 
mercy ; forasmuch as there are many cases so circum- 
stanced, 80 admissive of pitiable and palliating consider- 
ations, that summum jusy or strict justice, might prove 
summa injuria^ or extreme injustice. 

AU pardonable ofTences are distinguished by the title 
of ^cnmina hesie majestatis — sins against tneking[:'* 
all unpardonable offences are distinguished by the title 
of **crimina tiese libertatis — sins against the constitu- 
tion." In the first case, the injury is presumed to eit- 
tend no ftirther than to one or a few inaividnals ; in the 
second, it is charged as a «n against the public, against 
the eolieetive body of the whole people. Of the latter 
kind are nuisances that may endanger the lives of tra- 
vellers on the liighway ; but more capitally, any imagin- 
ation, i>roved by overt-act or evil advice, tending to 
change the nature or form of any one of the three es- 
tates ; or tending to vest the government or the adminis- 
tration thereof, in ony one, or any two of the said es- 
tates, independent of the other ; or tending to raise stand* 
ing armies, or to continue them in time of peace with- 
out the consent of parliament ; or tendimr to give any 
foreign state an advantage over these realms by sea or 
by land, &c 

The kin^ hath also annexed to his dignity many Air- 
ther very important powers and prerogatives; though 
they do not so intimately interfere with the constitution, 
as ^e canital prerogatives above recited. 

He is ^rst considered as the original proprietor of all 
the lands in these kingdoms ; and he tbunds this claim, 
as well on tb^ conquest by William the Norman, as by 
the limited kings or leaders of eur Gothic ancestors. 

Hence it comes to pass, that all lands, to which no 
subject can prove a title, are supposed to be in their ori- 
ginal owner ; and are therefore, oy the constitution, vest- 
ed in the crown. On the same principle, also, the king 
is entitled to the lands of all persons who die without 
heirs; as also to the possessions of all who are convic-' 
ted of crimes subversive of the constitution or public wesJ. 

His person, while he is king or inclusive of the 'first 
estttte, IS constitutionally sacred, and exempted from all 
aets of violence or restraint. As one of the estates, also, 
he is constituted a' corporation, and his Teste-Meipso, or 
written testimony, amounts to a matter of record. He 
aJso exercises, at present, the independent province of 
supplying members to the second estate, by a new crea- 
iien ; ai very large aocesaioa to his original powers. 
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Bishops also are now appeinted and nominated by tbe 
king, another considerable addition to the royal preroga- 
tive. His is the sole prerogative to coin or impress mo- 
nevi and to specify, change, or determine the current 
value thereof; and for this purpose he is supposed 4o 
have reserved, from his origmal grants of lands, a pro* 
perty in mines of gold and silver, which are therefore 
called royalties. 

As he is one of the three constitutional estates, no ac- 
tion can lie against him in any court v neither can he be 
barred of his title by length of time or entry. And these 
illustrations of his dignity cast rays of answerable pri- 
vileges on his royal consort, heir-apparent, and eldest 
daughter. 

Tiie king hath also some other inferior and conditional 
powers, such as of instituting fairs and markets; and of 
issuing patents for special or personal purposes, provi- 
ded they shall not be fuund to infringe on the rights of 
others. He is also entrusted with the guardianship of 
the persons and possessions of idiots and lunatics, with' 
out account. 

I leave his majesty's prerogative of a negative voice 
in the legislature; as also his prerogative (or rather 
»duty) frequently to call the two other estates to p.irlia- 
ment, ana duly to continue, prorogue, and dissolve the 
same : till I come to speak of the three estates when in 
such parliament assembled. 

Here then we find, that a king of Great Britain is, 
constitutionally, vested with every power that can possi* 
bly be exerted in acts of beneficence. And that while 
he continues to move within the sphere of his benign 
appointment, he continues to be constituted the most 
worthy, most mighty, and moat glorious representative of 
Omnipotence upon earth. 

In treating of the second and third estate, I come na- 
turally to consider what those restraints are, wliich while 
they are preserved inviolate, have so happy a tendency 
to the mutual prosperity of prince and people. 



THE ARISTOCRATICAL, OR SECOND ESTATE. 

The nobility, or second estate, in the constitution ot 
Great Britain, is originally representative. The members 
are ennobled by tenure, and not by writ or patent ; and 
they were holoen in service to the crown, and kingdom, 
for the respective provinces, counties, or baronies, whose 
name they bore, and which they represented. 

A title to be a member of this second estate^ was from 
the beginning hereditary : the king could not anciently 
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either create or defeat a title to nobility. Their titles 
were not forfeitable, save by the judgments of their peers 
npon le^al trial ; and when any were so deprived, or 
happened to die without heirs, the succession was deem- 
ed too important to be otherwise filled, than by the con- 
currence of the three estates, by the joint and solemn act 
of the Parliament^ or Commune Concilium RegnL 

These truths are attested by jnany ancient records and 
parliamentary acts. And, althouprh this most hisrhly en- 
nobling custom was, at particular times, infring^ed hy par- 
ticular tyrants: it was mviolably adhered to by the oest 
of our English kin^s; and was observed even by the 
worst, excepting a few instances, till the reign of Henry 
VII, who wished to give consequence to the third estate, 
by dednotiDK from the honours ai)d powers of the second. 

In truth, it is not to be wondered that any kings, who 
were ambitious of extending their own power, should 
wish to hreak and weaken that of the nobility, who had 
distinguished themselves, by so many glorious lErtands, 
for the maintenance of liberty and the constitution, more 
particularly during the reigns of John, Henry III, the 
second Edward, and second Richard. 

Till Harry VII, the nobles were looked npon as ko 
many pillars whereon the people rested their rights. Ac-* 
cordingly we find that, in the coalition or grand compact 
between John and the collective bpdy of the nation, the 
king and the people jointly agree to confide to the nobles, 
superintendence of the execution of the great charter, 
with authority to them and their successors, to enforce 
the due performance of the covenants therein comprised. 

What an illustrating distinction must it have been, 
when patriot-excellence alone (approved before the coun- 
try in the field or council) could give a claim to nobility, 
and compel, as it were, the united estates of king, lords, 
and commons, to call a man up to a second seat in the 
government and steerage of the nation. 

Such a prefWence mtist have proved an unremitting 
incitement to the cultivation andT exercise of every vir- 
tue ; and to such exertions, achievements, and acts of 
public beneficence, as should draw a man forth to so 
shining a point of light, and set him like a gem in the 
gdld of the constitution. 

The crown did not, at once, assume the indepentlenC 
right of conferring nobility. Henry III. first omitted to 
can some of this barons to parliament who overe person- 
ally obnoxious to him, and ne issued his writs or written 
letters to some others who were not barons, but firom 
whom he expected greater conformiw to arbitrary mea- 
sures. These writs, however, did not ennoble the party 
tU! he wfis admitted, by the second estate, to a seal ii\ 
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Darliament ; neither wu each hobUttjr, by writ, beradi* 
tuy. 

TO eupply theae defects, the arbitrary ministry of 
Richard u. invented the method of ennobfing by letters- 
patent, at the king's pleasure, whether for years, or for 
life, or in special or general tail, or in fee-simple to a 
man and his heirs at large. This prerogative, however, 
was thereafter, in many instances, declined and discon- 
tinued, more particularly by the constitutional king Harry 
the Vtb, till meeting with m» opposition Arom the other 
two estates, it has successively descended, from Heniy 
VII, on nine crowned heads, through a prescription of 
near a century and a half. 

Next to theking, the people have allowed to their peer- 
a|fe, several privileges of the most uncommon and lUua- 
trious distinction. Their christian names, and the names 
that descended to them from their ancestors are absorbed 
by the name from whence they take their title of honour, 
and by this they make their signature in all letters ana 
deeds. Every wmporal peer of the realm is deemed a 
kinsman to tlie crown. Tneir deposition on their honour 
is admitted in place of their oath, save where they per- 
sonally present themselves as witnesses of fects : and 
saving tbeir oaths of allegiance, supremacy, and abjura- 
tion. Their persons are at all times exempted from ar- 
rosts, except In criminal cases. A defamation of their 
character is highly punishable, however true the fhcts 
may be, and deserving of censure. During session of 
parliament, all actions and suits at law against peers are 
suspended. In presentments or indictments by grand 
Junes, and on impeachments by the house of commons, 
peers are to be tried by their peers alone ; for in all crim- 
mal cases, they are pnvilegea from the jurisdiction of in- 
ferior courts, excepting on appeals for murder or rob- 
bery. Peers are also exemj^d from serving on inquests. 
And, in all civil cases, where a peer is plaintiff, there must 
be two or mors knights impannelled on the jury. 

The bishops, or spiritual lords, have privfleffe of par- 
liament, but have not the above privileges of personal 
nobility. In all criminal cases, saving attainder and 
impeachii^ent, they are to be tried by a petit jury. More* 
over bishops do not vote, in the house of lords, on the 
trial of any person for a capital crime. 

All the temporal aud spintual nobles that compose tte 
house of lords, however dififerent in their titles and de- 
grees of nobility, are called peers (pares) or equids; 
because their voices are admitted as of equal value, and 
that the vote of a bishop or a baroti shall be equivalent 
to that of an archbishop or duke. 

The capital privilege (or rattier prerogative) of the 
housQ of peers consists in their being the supreme court 
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of jttdicatcir^, towfaoni the final decision of ttt ocfil 
causes are confided and referred, in the last resort 

This constitutional privilege is a weighty countnrpoiflo 
to^his majesty's second prerogative of appointing the ad- 
ministrators of justice throughout the nation: forasmuch 
as judges (who are immediately under the mfiuence of 
the crown) are yet intimidated from infringing by any 
sentence, on the laws or constitution of these realma* . 
while a judgment so highly^superior to thenr own im- 
pends. • 

The second great privilege of the house of peers oon* 
sists in their having the sole judicature of all impeach* 
ments commenced and prosecuted by the commons. 
And this, a^ain, is a very weighty counterpoise to hia 
majesty's third prerog[ative of the executive government 
of these nations by his ministers, since no minister can 
be so great, as not justly to dread the coming under a 
judgment, f^om which the mightiness of his royal mas- 
ter cannot protect him. 

The third capital privilege of the house of peers sub- 
sists in their share, or particular department of rights, 
in the legislature. This extends to the framing of any 
bills, at their pleasure, for the purposes of good govern- 
ment: saving always to the commons their inconimu* 
nicable right of granting taxes or subsidies to be levied 
on their constituents. But, on such bills, as onr all 
others, the house of lords have a negative ; a happy coun-. 
terpoise to the power both of king and domnions, should 
demands on the one part, or bounties on the other, ex- 
ceed what is requisite. ^ 

The change of the ancient modus, in conferring no- 
bility, has not hitherto, as I trust, been of any consider* 
^le detriment to the weal of the-people. iBut should 
some future maj[esty, or rather some future ministry ,'eli^ 
title £>lk to2a voice in the second estate, on any oonsi- 
deration, save that of eminent virtue and patriot service; 
might it be posslUe that such ministers should take a 
Ainher stride, and confer nobility for actions deserving 
of in&my , should tbe^ even covenant to grant suco 
honours and dignities, in lieu of services subversive of 
the constitution ; a majority of such a peerage must 
either prove too light to effect.any public-benefit, or heavy 
enough to effect the public perdition. 



THE DEMOCRATIC AL OR THIRD ESTATE. 

The election of commoners, to be immediate trusteei 
md dipt representatives of the people in parliament^ in 
the hereditwy and indefeasible privilege of the people. It 
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is tiM ]>rivileffe which they acceptld, and which they 
retain, in excnang[e of their original inherent and here- 
ditary right of sitting with the king and peers iv psksof, 
for the guardianship of their own liberties, and the in- 
stitution of their own laws. 

Such representatJTes, therefore, can never have it in 
their power to give, delegate, or extinguish the whole 
or any part of the people's inseparable and unextinguish- 
able share in the legislative power ; neither to impart 
the same to any one of the otner estates, or to any per- 
sona or person whatever, either in or out of parliament 
Where ^enipotentiaries take upon them to abolish, the 
authority of their own principles ; or where anv secon- 
dary agents attempt to defeat the power of ineir pri- 
maries; such agents and plenipotentiaries 'defeat their 
own commission, and all tne powers of the trust neces- 

"- revert to the constituents. 



The persons of these temporary trustees of the people, 
during their session, and for fourteen da^s before ana 
after every meeting, adjournment prorogation, and dis- 
solution of parliament, are equally exempted, with the 
persons of peers, from arrests and duress of every sort 

They are also, during their session, to have ready 
access to the king or house of lords, and to address or 
confer with them on all occasions. 

No member of the house of commons, no more than 
of the house of peers, shall suffer^ or be questioned, or 
compelled to witnesq or answer, in any court or place 
whatsoever, touching any thing said or done by himself 
or others in parliament ; in order that perfect freedom 
of speech and action may leave nothmg undone tor 
thepublic weal. 

They have also, during session, an equal power with 
the house of lords, to punish any who sliall prpsuroe to 
traduce their dignity, or detract from the rights or pri- 
vileges of any member of the house. 

The commons form a court of judicature, distinct 
from the judicature of the house of lords. Theirs is the 
peculiar privilege to try and adjudge the legality of the 
election of their own members. They may fine and 
confine their own members, as well as others, for deiin- 

anency or offence against the honour of their house, 
•ut in all other matters of iudicature, they are merely 
a court of inquisition ana presentment, and not a 
tribunal of definitive judgment 

In this respect, however, they are extremely formid- 
able. They constitute the Grand Inquest of the nation ; 
for which great and good purpose they are supposed to 
be perfectly qualified by a personal knowledge of what 
bath been transacted throughout the several shires, cities. 
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and boroughs, from whence they assemblef and wiiieh 
they represent 

over and above their inquiry into all public grieTanoefl. 
wicked ministers, transgressing magistrates, eornipt 
judges and justiciaries, who sell, deny, or delay justice; 
evil counsellors of the crown^ who attempt or devise the 
subversion or alteration of any part of the constitution . 
with all such overgrown malefactora as are deemm 
above the reach of the inferior courts ; come under the 
particular cognizance of the commons to be by them im- 
peached, and presented for trial at the bar or the house 
of lords. And these inquisitory and judicial powers of 
the two, houses, from which no man under the crown 
can be exempted, are deemed a sufficient allay and 
oounterpdise to the whole executive power of the king, 
by his ministers. 

The legidative department of the power of the com? 
mons is in all respects co-equal with that of the peers. 
They frame any bills at pleasure for the purposes of 
good government. They exercise a right, as the lords 
also do, to propose and bring in bills^ for the amendment 
or repeal or old laws, as well as for the ordaining or in- 
stitution of new ones. And each house, alike, hath a 
negative on all bills that arc framed and passed by the 
other. 

But the capital, the incommunicable, privilege of the 
ho\ine of commons, arises from that holy trust which 
tiieir constituents repose in them'; whereby they are 
impowered to borrow fyom^the people a small portion 
of their property, in order to restore it threefold in the 
advantages of peace, equal government, and the en- 
couragement of trade, industry and the manufactures. 

To impart any of this trust, would be a breach of the 
constitution^ and even to abuse it, would be a felonious 
breach of common honesty. 

By this jiindamental trust, and incommunicable 
privilege, the commons have the sole power over the 
money of the people ; to grant or deny aids, according 
as they shall judge them either requisite or unnecessary 
to the public service. Theirs is the province, and theirs 
alone, to inquire and judge of the several occasions for 
which such aids majr be required, and to measure and 
appropriate the sums to their respective uses. Theirs 
auo is the sole province of tVaming all bills or laws fat 
the imposing of any ^xes, and of appointing the means 
of levying the same upon the people. Neither may the 
first or second estate, either king or peerage, propound 
Or do any thing relating to these matters, that may any, 
way interfere with the proceedings of the commons ;' 
save ii> their negative or assent to such bills, when pre^ 
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Mtilfld tdTttwrov witboutadditioiitdediielioB, or Allaitttm 
of any kind. 

AAnr aoeh Hke M» and taXM Iwvb bean lened and 
diaposed ot the eommona have the AiTthar right of in* 
qnmng and examining into the application <tf aaid aids ; 
of ordaring all aocounto ralatiYe thereto to be laid before 
them; and of oensnring the abuae or minpplicatioii 

The-ro3ral aaient to aU other bills ie expreiadd by the 
tenna, '^Le roy le Tent^-the Jring willait:'* but when 
the eommona present their bills of aid to his majesty, 
it is answersdi <*Le roy remereier ses loyal subjects, et 
ainsi le Teut— the long thanks his loytl .subjects, and so 
willeth." An express acknowledgment* that the riRht 
of granting or levying monies, flnr public purposes, lies 
solely, inherently, and inconmiunicably, in tM people* 
and their represeiitatiTes. 

This capital privilege of the commons constitutes the 
grand counterpoise to the king's principal prerogative^ 
of making peace or war ; for, how important must a war- 
like enterprise prove, without money, which makea fth^ 
sinevrs thereof! And thus the people and their repre- 
sentatives still retain in their hands tlie grmd momentum 
of the constitution, and of all human affkirs. 

Distinguished representatives I.Happy people! immu- 
tably happy, while toortkUy represatUi, 

As the fithers of the several flimilies throughout the 
kingdom, nearly and tenderly comprise and represent 
tihe persons, cares, and concerns, of their respective 
households ; so these adopted ftthers immediately repre- 
sent, and intimately concentrate, the persons and con* 
cems of their respective oonstitutents, and in them the 
ooDeetive body or sum of the nation. . And while these 
ftthen continue true to their adopting children, a single 
stone cannot lapse from the great fabrie qf ike emuti^ 



THE THREE ESTATES IN PARLIAMENT. 

With the king, lords, and commons, in parliament as- 
sembled, the people have deposited their legislative or 
absolute nower, in tru^ in their whole body ; the said 
king, lords, and commons when ao assembled, being the 
great representative of the whole nation, as if all the 
people vrere then convened in one general assembly. 

As the institution, repeal, and amendment of l^ws* 
together with the redress of public grievanoea and 
olAnces. are not within the capacity of any of the three 
estates distinct Arom the others; thfijrequent hoWng (f 
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parliamentB it the vite] food, witbont wUch thflf coii4i'< 
tution cannot subsist. 

The three eetetes originallj, when assembled in par- 
liainent, sat tocetber consoltuig in the open field. Ac- 
cordincly, at Ranning Mead, Ave hundred yearn ago, 
kikig John passed the great charter (as therein is express- 
ed) inr the advice of the lords spiritual and temporal, by 
the advice of several commoners, {by name recited) H 
aHorwnJidelmfnf and of others his faithful people. And, 
in the twenty-first clause of the said charter, he cove- 
nants, that, '^lor having the common coundl of the king'- 
dom to Bieens aids, he will cause the lords spiritual and 
temporal to be summpned by bis writs ; ana moreover, 
that he will cause the principal commoners, or thoee 
who held firom him in cnie^ to be generally summoned 
to said parliaments by his snerifis and bailib.** 

In the said assemblies, however, the concourse bqcame 
so great and disorderly, and the contests frequently so 
high between the several estates, in assertion of their re- 
spective prerogatives and privileges; that they judged it 
more exigent to sit apart, and separately to exercise 
the offices of their respective departments. 

As there is no mi^n or set of m^i, no class or corpo- 
ration, no village or city, throughout the kingdom, mat 
is not represented by these their delegates in parliament ; 
this great body-poutic, or representative of the nation, 
consists, like tiie body-natural, of a head and several 
memberm which, being endowed with different powers 
for the exercise of different offices, are yet connected by 
one main and common interest, and actuated by one life 
or tmrU qf public retuon called the. lawt. 

In all steps of national import, the king is to be con* 
ducted by the direction of the parliament, his great na- 
tional council ; a council, on whom it is equally incum- 
bent to eonsult for the king with whom they are con- 
nected, and for the people by whom they are delega- 
ted, and whom they represent. Thus the king is, con- 
stitutionally, to be guided by the sense of the parliament, 
and the parliament alike is, constitutionally, to be gui- 
ded by foe general sense of the people. The two estates 
in parliament are the constitutents of the king ; and the 
people, mediately or immediately, are the constituents 
of the two estates in parliament. 

Now, while the three estates act distinctly, within 
their respective departments, they affect and are recipro- 
cally affected by each other. This action and reaction 
produoea that general and systematic control which, like 
eonadence, pervades and superintends the whole, checking 
and prohibiting evil from every part of the constitution. 
And, firom this confinement of every ofurt to the rule of 
rigki reason, ariseth the great law qf liberty to alL . 

Wot instance : the king has the sole prerogative of 
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making^ war. dec. But then the means are in the hands 
of the people, and their representativea. 

Again : to the king is committed the whole execative 
power. But then the ministers of that power are ac- 
countable to a tribunal, from which a crmiinal has no 
appeal or deliverance to look tor. 

Again: to the king is committed the cognizance of all 
causes. But, should his jad^ or justiciaries pervert 
the rule of righteousness, an inquisition, impeachment, 
and trial impends, flrom whose judgment the judges can- 
not be exempted. 

Afl[ain : tm king hath a negative upon all bills, where- 
by his own prerogatives are guarded from invasion. 
But) should he refuse the rojral assent to bills tending to 
the general ^ood of the subject, the commons can also 
withhold their bills of assessment, or annex the rejected 
bills to their bill of aids ; and they never failed to' pass 
in such agreeable company. 

Lastly : to the king is committed the right of calling 
the two estates to parliament But should he reAise to 
call them, such a refusal would be deemed " an abdica- 
tion of the constitution :" and no one need be told, at 
this day, that ** an abdication of the constitution is an 
abditalion qf the throne." 

Thus, while the king acts inconsert with the parlia- 
ment and his people, he is limitless, irresistible, omnipo- 
tent upon earth ; he is the Aree wielder of all the powers 
of a free and noble people, a king throned over all the 
kings of the children of men. But should he attempt to 
break bounds, should he cast for independence ; he finds 
himself hedged in and straightened on every side ; he 
finds himself abandoned by all his powers, and justly 
left to a state of utter impotence and inaction. 

Hence is imputed to the sovereign head, in the con- 
stitution of Great Britain, the high and divine attribute. 
the king can do no tvrong; for ne is so circumscribed 
from the possibility of transgression, that no wrong can 
be permitted to any king in the constitution. 

While the king is thus controlled by the lords and the 
commons; while the lords are thus controlled by the 
commons and the king ; and while the commons are thus 
controlled by the other two estates, from attempting 
any thing to the prejudice of the general wel&re ; the 
three estates may be aptly compared to three pillars, 
divided below at equi-distant angles, but united and sup- 
ported at top, merely by the bearing of each pillar 
against the others. Take but any one of these pillars 
away, and the other two must inevitably tumble. But 
while all act on each other, all are equafly counteracted, 
and thereby affirm and establish liie general frame. 

How deplorablQ^ then would it be, sl^ouldihi; elaborate 
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stnictura of our happy conttUution, within the ihort 
I>eriod of a thousand years hence, possibly in half the 
time, fall a prey to effeminacy, pusillanimity, Tenality, 
aind seduction ; like some ancient oak, the lord of the 
forest, to a pack of Tile wonns that lay gnawing at the 
root: or like Egypt, be contemptibly destroyed **by lice 
and locusts!" 

Should the morals of our constituents ever come to be 
debauched; content, which is the salt of liberty, would 
then be corrupted, and no salt might be found where- 
with it could be seasoned. Those who are inwardly 
the servants of sin, must be outwardly the senrants of 
influence. Each man would then be as the Trojan 
horse of old, and carry the enemies of his country with- 
in his bosom. Our own appetites would then induce us 
to betray our own interests ; and state-policy would seize 
us by the hand of our lusts, and lead us ''a willing 
sacrifice to our own perdition." 

Should it ever come to pass, that corruption, like a 
dark and low hung mist, should spread from man to 
man, and cover these lands: should a general dissolution 
of manners prevail : should vice be countenanced and 
communicated by the leaders of fashion : should it 
come to be propagated by ministers among legislators, 
an^ by the legislalors among their constituents : should 
guilt lift up its head without fear of reproach, and avow 
itself in the face of the sun, and laugh virtue out of 
countenance by force of numbers : should public duty 
turn public strumpet: should shops come to be adver- 
tised, where men may dispose of their honour and 
honesty at so much per ell : should public markets be 
opened li)r the purchase of consciences, with an ** O 
yes ! We Ind most to those who set themselves, their 
trusts, and their country, to sale:" — If such a day, I 
say, should ever arrive, it. would be doomsday, indei»d, 
to the virtue, to the liberty, and constitution of these 
kingdoms 1 It would be the same to Great Britain, as 
it would happen to the universe, should the laws of co- 
hesion cease to operate, and all the parts be dissipated, 
whose orderly connection now forms the beauty ana 
common wealth of nature. — Want of sanity in the ma- 
terials can never be supplied by any age in the building 
< — A constitution of public freemen can never consist of 
private prostitutes. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THl HISTORY O? A RXPBOBATX. 

I know not, Gentiemen, tnid he, who my parents 
were. I was found, when an infant, wrapped m raga 
on a cobbler's bu]k, in Weetminster. The parish-ofTioers 
lent me to the poor-house ; and when I was capable of 
instrnction, they sent me to the charity-school. 

When I had learned to read and write, I was bound 
for a servant (o Mr. Skinner, a neighbouring attorney. 
My mistress grew fond of me'; she was a very holy wo- 
man : she taught me my prayers and catechism, and made 
me read lo her every nignt, and repeat chapters and 
psalms, till I had nearly got half the Bible by rote. 

As my master used to send me on many errands and 
messages, and to entrust me with little matters of money 
on such occasions, on finding me always punctual and 
honest to him,^e began to love me almost as much as 
my good mistress did. 

But now came on my first fklling away iVom all good- 
ness. I was about twelve years of age, when, in a curs- 
ed hour, my master sent me to a distant part of the town, 
with a bill to pay some money, and bring to him back 
the chani^e. The change amounted to abput four pounds 
in glitiermg silver. It appeared a mint of money. I 
never had been in possession of so large a heap ; and I 
sighed, and said to myself. How blessed roost they be 
who are become the rich owners of so much money ! 
Then some one seemed to whisper me, that I was the 
owner ; and again some one seemed to whisper me, that 
I was not the owner. Then I would eo forward toward 
my master; and again I would stop and go aside. Then 
I woald thrust my hand into my pocket, and feel the 
frfeatness of my treasure, then turn to the wall, and lay 
the brightness of it before my eyes. .. Then I would run 
a piece off, as liurried away by tbe force of the tempta- 
tion ; and again I would delay, and stop, and turn, and 
strive to force myself homeward. Tfll, what with doubt- 
ing and delaying, and struggling off and on, and going 
backward and forward, I considered, that if I went home, 
I ehouM now get nothing but t>lame and beating; and 
so I took a head, and ran into the country as fast as my 
feet could carry me. ^ 

As I ran myself out of breath, firom time to time I 
would look back and look back, and run on and run on, 
in the thought tliat my master, or some one firom liim, 
was at my heels. But often since, I have reflected, and 
was persuaded in my mind, that my kind master and 
mistresa had not the least suspicion or me^ but rather in- 
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qnired and sorrowed after me, aa being murdered or kid- 
napped from them ; and this abo was» at times, a great 
gner of heart to me. 

When I was quite tired and jaded, and night eaine on, 
I turned up to a sorry kind of an inn, or rather alehonse, 
wliich I iMppened to be near. But, as I feared every- 
tiiing, I haa tlie cunning to conceal my treasure, and 
taking^a penny Arom my pocket, I besged tlie woman 
of the house, for that ana cliarity's sake to give me a 
little bread and milk, and some hole to lie in. 

Having finished my supper, I was shewn to a kind of 
hovel under the stairs, where, throwing myself on some 
straw with a iHece of a blanket over me, I fell fast as a 
rock. Awakening however, about midnight, or some- 
what after, and seeing all dark about me, and no crea- 
ture near baud, I tjegan to tremble greatly ; and then I 
wished to say my prayers, but I did not dare to pray : 
and so I lay sweating and trembling, and trembling ana 
sweating, till the dawning of the day brought some relief 
to my spirito. * 

Having breakfasted at the cost of a second penny^ I 
set out though not with my former speed ; for retlectmg 
tiiat I had not my livery on, but a small frock-coat, I was 
under the less fear of being known. However, I pui^d 
on as weH as I was able, Wanting still to get as fBX from 
danger as possible. And indeed I hoped, by going on 
still farther and farther, to get away from my own fears 
and lh)tn my own conscience. 

O'Gentlemen ! what misery did I not endure at that 
season 1 The trust J had in my treasure began now to 
abate, the dread of losing it also brought new troubles 
upon me; peace was baniiihed from within me; and 
Without there was no place whereto I might fly tor rest. 

On the fifth morning of my travels, havine expended 
wliat halfpence and small silver I had , I took out half a 
nrown, and offered it to the man of the house, desiring 
him to return what was over the reckoning. As he took 
it, be gave me a look that I thought went through me, 
and continuing to stare me in the face, he shamed me 
so, that I was constrained to turn aside. He gave me 
the change, however, and I set forward on my journey, 
all trembling, and apprehending I knew not what 

I had not gone above a mileywhen, meeting a dirty 
i^wd, I tnmed over a stile that led to a path throug[h the 
filelds. Here I walked on alit^e way, when, taming, I 
■aw my landlord making long strides after me : where- 
upon my heart beat, and my Knees grew so weak under 
me, that I stood as still as a stone. 

He came qnickly up with me, and seizing me by die 
neck, he cast me on my back. Ha! you young rogue, 
«aya he, lei «is see what money you ftave got. Then, 
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divine into my pockets, he pulled out the whole stock m 
wbicn I trusted for. happiness. O, you little dog of a 
▼illain, from whom have you stolen all this treasure ? 
But I must go and return it to the right owner. 0,good 
Sir, good Sir, I roared out, will you not leave me a little ? 
ever so little, dear Sir, to keep me from starving 1 But 
he was deaf to my cries and prayers, and away he went. 

liope, the last comfort of the miserable, now forsook 
me. 1 cursed, at my heart, the day .on which I was 
lK>m : and I lay a long time, as one who had no use for 
limbs, or any farther way to travel upon earth. At 
length I broke out into shouts and a great gush of tears, 
and having ^otsome ease ^y venting my sorrows, I rose, 
by a kind of instinct, and went on I knew not whither. 

Growing hungry after noon, 1 would willingly have 
begged tlie chanty of passengers ; but this I did not dare 
to (u>, for fear they should ask me whence X came, and 
who I was, and wliereto I was going; questions to which 
I could give no very honest answer. So I bore my hun- 
ger as well as I could^ till coming at night to a hovel' 
where a farmer kept his pigs, I made way for myself 
among them, and slept in tiie straw till morning. 

The day following, as I passed slowly and half fam- 
ished through a small village, my eye catched at a penny 
loaf that lay on a little shop-window that jutted into the 
street. I looked here and there, and peered into the 
shop, and was just goin^ to seize the ready and tempt* 
ing spoil, when something whispered at my heart. Do 
not touch it for your life, starve, starve rather than offer 
to steal any more ; and so I tore myself away, and run- 
ning as fast as I could, for fear of turning back, I at last 
got clear oil from tho reach of this temptation. 

When I had traveled somewhat farther, I got into an 
inclosed country, where there were hedges on every side, 
with plenty of haws and bramble-berries on every busli. 
And nere I filled my belly with berries to serve me for 
dinner; and I stuffed my packets with haws against I 
should want Upon this I grew wonderful glad that I 
had not taken tne loaf; and peace again began to come 
upon my mind; and. about night-fall, having reached a 
copse on one side of^ the road, I crept like a hare, under 
the shelter of the bushes ; I then supped upon my haws, 
after which I kneeled down, and half ventured at a 
rayer to God ; and gathering up in my fgrm, I slept 
appily till morning. 

Having lived thus for some days, I came into an open 
country, where there was scarce any path, nor any haw 
or berry within many a mile. I now began to grow sick 
and faint with hunger; and again my sickness went off, 
and I became so greedy and ravenous, that I was ready- 
to Mimjr own Mh from th0 jbones* soon after, I spied, 
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§i i| ^ifltams^, jk confused heap of aometbing at the riO0^ 
pf i| fi?^^ Q'^ thii grew m the op^n fields. I made op 
|iO it ;^ e^piectatiop of I kney^r pot wbaL and foi^nd ffp. 
p14 b^^ar-lp^ f^st asleep m his patched /c^oak,' wU|i ^ 
pund]!^ of something lyinl beaide him. 

Ipstaptly I opened his little baggage, when to vay i^- 
expreagib^ transport, a large luncheon of broi^i> breads 
*irijh sowe half-prnce, struck my eyes, I did not hesi- 
tate a moment about seizing the bre^d ; for I could np 
mgre vi^hatond the crayings of my appetite at the time, 
tfiaii { could withstand a torrent rushing dowp a hill, 
^ayjpk appeaae<? my stomach, I began to djemur aboi^ 
wbaj: I should do with the remainder of the bread, an4 
feljt a ip,otion 01* two inclining me to leave it behipd me. 
Bi^ ** i)Pf said i to myself; this is a}! the bread that }. 
have, or may ever have during life, and I |cnow not where 
to g»% a bit m the whole world ; beside, I do this man tio 
fiwcm in taking it away^ since I leave him money enough 
therewith to buy more." So I put the bjread }b my 
pocket, and went on my way, leaving behind m^ about 
four or five pence in the wrapper. 

I bM notgope far/ however, before I said to myself 
JltgaiB) " This man is a beggar by trade, and gets half- 
neijice from every passeijger that goes the road. But, 
filaa, po QjiB living has any pity upon me ; and so to starve 
a)$ye; or take the money is all the question." So sayr 
ing, or so thinking, I went back on tiptoes, and atoopipg 
jind seizing my prey, I flew away like lightning. 

4.S soon as 1 had got out of the reach and sight of the 
poor man, the first motion I felt was the joy of havine 
i^ch a prize ; but I had. not gone far tijl this joy was 
ffiuch abated, ipy sighs biegan to heave, and my tears to 
ftow apace. 

That night, I took up my lodging in a waste hut tba^ 

a little way off the road. But though, as 1 thought, 

_ , ad plenty of bread, and money enough about me; 

jef. I topnd myself exceeding heavy, and I was not able 
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to pray, ^s I did the foregoing nights. 

^iiripg all tbi^ time, I neither Knew where I wa9» nor 
wher/eto l was going, nor any thing more of my traycia 
than that I came from London, when I had spenjb 
to pay latjt penny, and waa walking slow and melancholy 
qn a by-path that led through some woody lawns, I heard 
^le voice ot merriment, and, quickly aner, perceived ft 
&^P}^PJ^^ gypsies th^t came trom behind some trees. 

As 1 saw that I could not escape them, I gathers^ 
coi|i:age a^d went forward, when, coming up, they stop- 



i«d and eyed me with much attention, and made a ring 
^bbut nie. Where are you going, my child ? says a man 
witK a broad girdle and a very formidaolfi beard. In* 
i^, $ir, said J, I cannot telL A nd where did £ou conjjp 

vbii. n. 
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from, then ? From London, Sir, lo pleuM you. From 
London, diild 1 why that is a neat way off. And pray 
what made you leave London! To get away ftom my 
master. But I hope you did not come away empty .you 
brought something from him, did not you ? Some little 
matter, good Sir, but I was robbed of it on the way. 
Hereupon, this venerable regent smiled, and turning to 
his dependants, As ftir as I see, said he, this chap will 
answer our purpose to a hair. 

Here one of the females asked if I was hungry : and 
on my answer in the afftrmative, they all invitea me with 
a jovial air to dinner. We then turned a distance off 
from the path wherein we had met, and ^dually de- 
scended into one of the pleasantest spots m the world. 
It was a dell surrounded with hills, some of which were 
slanting, some headlong and impending, and all covered 
or spotted with groups of trees, of different heights, 
sorts, and colours; through which there descended a 
gurgling rivulet, which having rolled over stones and peb- 
bles, grew silent in a small lake, that reflected the cir- 
cling objects from the jiills around. 

Immediately nature's carpet was covered with a large 
cloth of fine damasked linen. The baggage was taken 
from the shoulders of the bearers; andl before I well 
could observe what they were about, there was spread, 
as by art-magic, before my eyes, the most various and 
sumptuous banquet I haa ever beheld. Down instantly 
sunk the guests ; some sitting like the Turks, cross-leg- 
ged ; while others lolled, like the JElomans, beside each 
other. 

As they had travelled far that day, they all eat in si- 
lence ; and, in a short space, the burden of the luggage- 
carriers was pretty much lightened. In the mean time, 
some arose, and unladed two asses of the creels which 
they carried. The cloth then was quickly emptied of 
the cold fowls and baked meats, with the loins of beef 
and mutton : and leather-jacks; that contained plenty of 
the best wines and other liquors were set before us. 
These, again, were decanted into clean japanned pitchers; 
and a Japanned cup, of equal measure, was given into 
every hand. 

Then begaii mirth and jollity to flow round with the 
cups ; never did I see so pleasant, so gle^l a company. 
Joke and banter, without offence, were bandied from 
every side ; and bursts of laughter were echoed from the 
answering hills. 

As soon as I was wanned, and my heart opened by 
what I drank, they all expressed a liking and kindness 
for me, and requested that I would tell them my story, 
witbout disguise.' Accordingly I made an ingenuous con- 
fiHWion of all the matt^ related. But instead of to,teU 
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ing those reprooliiwhidi I expected for my wickednemr^ 
^ey jointly began to ridicule my flcraples, ahd put to 
shame the litUe shame that I had of my eyil-deeds. 

My child, said their ancient governor, when you have 
been a sufficient time with us, you will then learn What 
it is to be wise and to be happy. You will then learn that 
religion is nothing but hypocrisy, or fashion. There are 
thousands and ten thousands of religions upon earth, 
all contrary, and fighting the one ^gainst the other. Peo- 
ple pretend to fear God, when it is the fear of the laws 
alone that is before their eyes. God is not to be feared, 
but to be loved, for he is a very gracious God. He gave 
the heavens, in common, to the birds of the air. He 
gave the seas, and rivers also, in common to the fishes. 
And he gave this whole earth in common to mankind. 
But great people, and people of power, have seized it all 
to themselves, and they have made to themselves posses- 
sions and properties by fences and inclosures; and they 
have again inclosed these inclosures, by laws of their 
own making, whereby ihe poor are to be punished, when 
they attempt to reclaim any part of the natural rights 
with which God had gifted them. But when the poor, 
witiiout fear of the laws, can gain any thing from the 
rich and the mighty, who have robbed them of their rights, 
they may surely do it with a safe and an honest con- 
science. And now know, oiy child, that you are come 
' among those who, of all people, can best defend you 
and make you happyi We are of that sort of the poor , 
who are aooye the nch and the mighty, b^ being aoove 
the laws; for they can frame no laws which are of any 
more force to us than the web of a spider. 

So spoke this formidable sage ; and indeed, gentle ' 
men, however strange it may seem, I saw the latter part 
of his assertion fully verified by practice. I continued 
among this very singular and wonderful peOpIe, near the 
space of three years ; during which time they initiated 
me into all the arts and mysteries of their manifold ini- 
quities. No prison could hold them ; no bolts or locks 
could secure the treasure of the wealthy from them. By 
the means of spells or certain odours, «s it were by en- 
chantment, all beasts became sabject to them ; the wild- 
est horse would stand for them ; the fiercest mastiffs did 
not dare to bay or growl at them ; so that all bleaching 
grounds, yards^ and gardens, were as open to their inva- 
sion as the highway. They assumed all shapes^ and 
almost all sizes. They became visible and invisible, 
known or unHnown at pleasure ; for every different dress 
they had a different countenance and set of features ; so 
that their daily intimates could not know them, excejpt 
by appointed words or tokens. And thus, without vio- 
lence or appaitnt flraud, without bustle, indictment, or 
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accusation on any side, they over-ruled the govemmentf 
and held, as it were, the purses of the whole nation in 
their hands. 

You will wonder, gentlemen, by what policy these 
people could maintain their influence and oepredations, 
undetected, throughout the kingdom. I will account for 
this matter as clearly, and as briefly as I can. 

Though they never appeared by day, except single, 
or in small parties of ten or fifteen at most, yet they 
kept their state entire, by quick and constant intelh- 
gence. Besides, their prince, or principal potentate, 
who was the person that first accosted me, they had a 
deputy governor for every shire ; and, at convenient dis* 
tances, houses of common resort for the fraternity. Here 
their victuals were dressed and their provisions laid in ; 
and here also were deposited the spoils of the public, 
which, when converted into money, was locked in 
a strong box, one tenth for the use of the society on 
any emergency, and the other nine for the benefit of the 
spoilers, m proportion to their respective ranks and 
merits. 

Before we rose fi-om Our late-mentioned festival, an 
ancient female ibrtune-teller chucked me under the chin, 
and said, Do you know, my dear, where this same kind 
landlord lives, who robbed you of your money ? All I 
know, said I, is, that he lives in a httle town, at the sign 
of a white cross, and near to a great windmill. What, 
cried one of the men, my old host Jerry GruflFI He 
hates that any except himself should prosper by their 
ingenuity. I owe that fellow a fling, cried another, for 
once attempting to circumvent me in his own house. 
Well; my lad, says Geoffrey the old governor, his houte 
lies directly in the way of our circuit ; and, for vour en- 
couragement, I promise you that he shall refund you 
every penny of the money he took from you. 

The luffgage being now up, we went back on the 
field path by which I came , and coming to a great road, 
we divided into small parties, who were appointed to 
meet at the rendezvous, where we supped merrily, and 
slept soundly for that night 

We set out, the next morning, by dawn of day, and 
entering soon after upon a common, we saw a parcel of 
horses feeding without a keeper. Immediately tliree of 
the lilccliest were taken from tlic rest. Out came scis- 
sors, and other implements, with phials of colouring 
essences, and to work went many hands,, whrn, in less 
than five minutes, had the owners come up, (hey could 
not have found a single mark of their own property upon 
them. And indeed 1 have frequently known some of 
those my ingenious brotherhood, so very audacious as to 
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Mil. In public market, the cattld which they had fltdton, 
to thd Tery peraons from whom they were taken. 

As these people were never unprovided of their con- 
▼eniences, the horses were qtiickly bridled and despatch- - 
•d, by several emissaries, several ways, to summon the 
neighbouring^ brotherhood, on the third night, to meet 
near the White Cross with their appointed apparatus. 

Accordingly, on the evening of the night required, we 
arrived on a little hill that stood opposite to the house of 
tny conscientious landlord ; nna, soon after, we were 
jomed by several parties, from several bides, amounting 
to about a hundred and twenty persons, with x^arcels of 
J know not what, upon asses, occ. 

The* packs were quickly opened, and from thence 
were produced black and name-coloured gowns, flam- 
beaux, hoofis, and horns, and vizards of homd aspect and 
terrific dimension. In a hurry, we were all fitted with 
our respective dresses and characters. A large j)aste- 
board coffin was covered with a white sheet, and exalted 
upon the shoulders of four fiery devils \ and, as might 
msgan to fall dark and heavy upon us, a light was struck, 
the flams were lighted, one was put into every right 
hand; speaking-trumpets, with other instruments of 
heart-sinking sounds, were put to many a mouth, and 
we directly set out en our diabolical procession. Some 
roared hke buUs, others howled and bayed like do^s at a 
midnight moon, while others yelled articulately in the 
eaterwauHnji^ gibberish ; in short, the sounds made such 
a complication of liorrors as no mortal .ears could abide, 
nor^mortal courage support 

Meanwhile the town took the alarm, and be^an to be 
in commotion. Old and young quitted their houses, 
and harried hither and thither through the street. But 
«fl we advanced, they made backward ; and running, or 
climbing, or scrambling up the hill, they gathered all in 
a body before the wind-mill. In the interim, we pushed 
forward, and entered the inn, where neither cat nor dog, 
not living creature was left, save Goodman Gruff, who 
^lay lmcK>ten| of the gout, in an ui>per chamber. 

While most of the company staid routing and search- 
ing the house below, Signior Geoffry led a few of us up 
0t£rBb He represented the person of Lucifer, whose 
-name was impressed in flammg characters on his cap. 
On entering the room where landlc^d Gruff lay, .Hark 
yC) Jerry, says Lucifer, you sneaking thief, you mean 
]>etty-larceny villain ! how came you to rob a child, the 
ottier day, of the monCy which he gained under my iif- 
flucnce and encouragement 1 I have a mind, you 
scoundrel, to strike you out of my list of inn-keepere. O, 
my good Lord Lucifer, cries Gruff, with ' a trembling 
tolce, in my eoniKaence, now» t did not think that any 
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kind. of robbery would be an offence to your honour. 
You lie, you rascal, you lie, cries Lucifer, the deril is a 
gentleman, he loves those who rob the great, who have 
robbed the little ; but he hates your low spirited scoun- 
drels who rob the widow and the fatherless, and take 
from the little ones the little that they have. Why, pray, 
my Lord Lucifen are you a Christian? cries GruflN A 
better one, rascal, than you or any of your tribe ; for 
though I tremble, yet I oelieve. And I tell thee, Jerry, 
that I will make this generation to tremble ; but, as I 
think, the devil himself cannot bring them to believe. 

During this confabulation, the whole house, drawers 
and all, was guttod as clean as a fowl for supper. So, 
without entering into any other habitation, a^ay we 
marched, as in our former tremendous procession ; till, 
coming to some standing water, we halted, and lit a given 
word, we all together plunged our torches in the pool, 
and instant night feW upon all the world. 

Thus, from day today, and year to year, while I con-* 
tinned with this people, I was witness to a variety of 
8leij;ht8, deceits, impostures, metamorphoses, and depre- 
dations, without any instance of their being brought to 
condign punishment. One of them, however, within 
my time, was detected, taken, imprisoned, brought to 
the bar, tried, and brought in guilty ; and yet found 
means to evade justice by the most marvellous piece of 
stratagem that ever was. 

He was spied in the act of stealing a bay horse. 
Fresh suit was made. He was seized, and loaaed with 
irons in the dungeon of the county-gaoL On the day 
of trial the fact was proved by incontestable witnesses ; 
and the jury, without quitting the box, pronounced the 
fatal word Guilty. Have you any thing to say, cried the 
judge, why the sentence of death should not be pro- 
nounced against you ? I can truly affirm, exclaimed 
the culprit, thai I am as clear as the light of this matter ; 
that the beast which I took, then was, and, to this hour, . 
is my own pro|)erty j and that these must be some won- 
derful mistake in mis business ; wherefore, my Lord, as 
I am upon life and death, I trust that your charitable 
indulgence will order this same horse to oe brought into 
court The horse accordingly was brought, and the 
culprit continued ; Now, my Lord, be pleased to order 
the witnesses to say whether this be the same horse that 
I stole or not ? The same, the same, cried the wit- 
nesses, by virtue of our oaths. Be so good then, my 
Lord, to ask them of what age this harae was, at the 
time that I stole him? By virtue of the same oath, four 
years old, rising five. Now, my Lord, if you will con- 
tinue your gracious indulgence, be pleased to order his 
mouth to be examined by some people skilled in such 
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HuiiteM^ This also was done by two or three joekeys 
of acknowledged judgment, who instantly cried ou^ 
Why, my Lord, this horse is quite passed mark of month. 

Hereupon every person that was present looked as- 
tonished, and silence was in court for some minutes ; 
till the culprit resumed. There is but one request more 
with which I shall trouble your Lordship, it is, that you 
would be pleased to senia and examine whether this 
same horse be a horse or mare. This lastly, was done, 
when the examiners cried out, A mare, my Lord, a mare, 
without any question ! 

Here the surprise and amazement of the court was re- 
doubled. The jury looked down abashed ; the witnesses 
slunk away in utter shame and confusion ; and his Lord- 
ship instantly ordered, that the prisoner should be di»> 
missed without fees, and that the mare should be restored 
to him as his proper goods. 

Now, the wnole mystery of the affiur was merely this, 
that some of the fraternity, the very night before the 
trial, had picked the lock of the stable, and in the place 
of the horse had substituted tiiis mare, which they round 
or formed to so perfect a resemblance of him, that no 
eye could discern the smallest distinction. 

During my s^ourn with these wretdies, may it please 
your Honours, i found by dear experience, that between 
me birth and the grave, there are out two sorts of hap- 
piness of which man is capable. The one is, that of^a 
** conscience void of giving offence ;" the other is, that, 
of a <* conscience that cannot be offended.'' I was 
therefore perpetually niiserable, t}ecause neither the one 
nor the other was my state : for, on the one hand, I was 
conscious that I gave daily offence to God and man ; 
andy on the other hand, my conscience was daUy offend- 
ed thereby. I was merry, indeed, though not happy, 
when in company, but ever dejected when left alone ; 
so that during my three years incoriK>ration with this 
fiiatemity, I never once lined my heart in any appeal to 
God^ nor Ventured to petition for any kind of nivour 
firom him. 

Though these reprobates, as I have intimated, con- 
tinued to perpetrate, and to f Imji with a merry and 
satisfied conscience, in their daily miquities ; yet hitherto 
they had not proceeded to blood. 

On the night wherein I left them, we were overtaken, 
and cut short of our intended rest, by a sudden and vio- 
lent tempest of wind and hail, whereui>on we took 
shelter in a waste bam^ 

When we had struck a light, we set together what 
straw and combustibles we could find in the house, and 
had just kindled a fire, when one of the company came 
and whispeied that there was a man asleep in the &t 



^friM. Heiieut^on t1ie;f totift thd eafTdte^ fiiid wi^ ivft 
and citttlbu^ steps; fou^d er pedHt uttct^^tied HlOilir witll 
Uis hft^d on «i whlsp oif strfiEW^ fttii hi;; holt oloSB b4Nrttf« 
hith. TMy immediately lifted the bojt^ atid brewg^t it 
kwiLji in 8Uen(ie, to the ^labe Where I Was ^IftiAfr* Olt 
dpeniiig it^ with as little ntiise a§ tio^ible^ mef fMiM 
iotfeih a large quantity df silks, lineiis, iiftd 1(toe§, WltH II 
lieh Tfikriety of hardwares* and at the bnttom a little pSi^* 
Ideked chesty fVill of English and Spani«;h nieces of gtfld } 
ih all likelifaeod the whole amoant of the labottfii cf hki 
life. 

This was il pHze riot to be thrown down the streAni. 
Immediately all was in a kind of underbreathinv bUstllJ/ 
and whispering commotion. The gfeat question WM| 
how to possess themselves of such a ptey with daf^y to 
their persohs^ It wad objected, that the man mij^ht Wakeni 
they were unluckily seen coming tliat wayj arid, it may 
be, eil taring into that hoiise; the country mi^ht be 
alarmed, and rise upon them; they might be oiref taken | 
their might be seissed in the very fact. 

At length a bold villain proposed directly to tint his 
throat, and that then there could be no witness to teitify 
against them ; but to this it was again dl)j(*cted ihat thd 
mood itaelf would be the fearfulleSt and surest rtf all Wit- 
flessesj Whereupon imother pl-oposed to Stiffbckte of 
fitfarigie him, and bury his corpse on the spot| to which 
lihhnrriti though tuany were Mlent, yet hO one Oxpresi^y 
dbECepted. 

i>uiiiig this deadly consultation, notwith^anditig my 
long course of etil habit, and evil example, my blood 
chlraled throughout my body, arid fetif, horror, and d©* 
testiitlon arose in my bosom. But when they Weht, M 
I supi^osed, to put Ihe deed of death ihto instant eteea- 
tton, I crouched and shrunk inward ; and tfee|jing 
eut fit the door, the dread of being also seized and riiUf* 
dered, give me strength to get on my fbet; tmd feetirtg 
fUorig by the wallj I got away from the house, aild mft<!tf 
dit I neither knew rior cared whither. 

Theiempest still continued ; the driving of the 6lO«dS 

3Sded to the natural horrors of night', I cotjld (irafCely 
iseern that I had a rOad under my fodt. But though 
I bould not see my pursuers, I yet feared that their eye* 
were better than mine : and t still turned and listeheai 
to try if the fbot of the murderer was behind moi 

Having travelled all night as fast and faf aa t ftohld 
ftota the scene of my terrors) on the rising of the day I 
•aw a large town before me, and, fbr the fir^^t time Of 
mi^e^ years, I lifted up my eyes» and inWai^iy Messed 
Qbd for his mercy in my escape from so great k WicJketi- 
:Aejiis. Thereupon I Mt a pleasure that I had n^veir ftiH 
Mote ; fttid I said in say heatty if you Will once w^M 
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hi itf Q<iA\ I Will be your tnw dehruif^ and will nevBt 
toffefia ot ttfinsgress any more. 

I 0ien walked on leistirely ; my fiUigue Went from 
mej atid I aeemed qtiite lightsome to myself. On enter- 
ing the dabutbS} I met a gentleman takmg hie morning's 
#ai1i out of towAt I stopped and looked him wistfully 
in the flLtie, wherenpon he also stopped, and eyed me 
With mneh attention. Who ate you, my pretty lad 1 
skys he. An uhhappy stranger, wtf who wants a set- 
ylce. or any means of earning a little honest bread. Ahd 

Ki> what service can you do 1 Not mueh, Sir, I fear, 
t rot good-will shall striTo hard to make t)p my laek 
of ability. Then, cried he, you shall be- my sertant. 
All the sertants I eirer had, promised erery thing, but 
did little i I will now trywhat may be done by one 
Who promises nothing. What is your name, my boy 1 
Dayid Douotftil, Sir ! for that was my true name, though 

I had gone by several others. And what wages murt I 
give you, David 1 Just as much, Sir, or as little as you 
shall pledse to think I deserve. 

Here he took me to a handsome house, where he kept 

II mercer's shop in Plymouth. His name was Feltoit \ 
he had been a widower for some years, and had ah only 
son^ who Was then at Westminster-school in London. 

My mastet, lit first, set me to the most servile and vile 
eflficeis, such as cleaning his and the servants' shoes i 
Sweeping the street before his door, and carrying out the 
dift of the house \ but nil this I did with willingness, and 
dven with pleasut^, as some little matter of penance fot 
toy long cotirse of evil deeds. 

On my se^Atating flrom my brethten in iniquity, as I 
ftAve told yoo^ I was the prc^rietor of one hundred and 
Mtenty odd poundA, which was locked up in the com- 
fliett imestt being my altotted dividend of the fruits of 
our knavery, for three successive years ; but in my pre- 
Mttt turn of mind, I would no more have accepted any 
|iart thereof^ than 1 Would have taken a bar of red hot 
iron into my hand* I had also in my pocket a few 
browns with some smaller silver ; but these I secretly dis- 
tfibuted among the poof, that no part, as it Were, of 
Aehan's actiutaed thing might remahi about me* 

In about three weeks, my master again changed the 
Whole manlier of my service, and set me to brush his 
tiotfaes, dress his wigs, whet his knives, lay the cloth* 
afid attend Hi tAble ) out these were matters in which I 
Was quite expert, as I had not yet forgotten my employ* 
tiient with my first master. 

In iome time aAet, l^r. Felt<m asked me if I could 
read ? A little in the Bible, Sit, said I. And can yoii 
Write top, David ? If you please I wiU try. Sir. Why, 
P«ti4! ihibefttg the iiand of my derk) where in the 
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world did yoa come by all this learning ! From a very 
good master to a very bad servant. But pray. Sir, do 
not inquire the particulars of my naugbtiness ; for, in- 
deed, you could not desire a severer monitor than my 
own conscience is to me. Well, my child, said the good 
man, I will not put you to pain ; and, so ^ivin^ me a 
squeeze by the hand, he went out with a gUstenmg eye. 

From this time my master showed an uncommon re- 
spect and attention to me. He discharged me from all 
. the menial ofiRces of his household ; he gave me his bur- 
ctons of silks and other wares, to carry to his several cus- 
tomers , and he desired me to take particular notice of 
the natures and values of what I carried. 

On this encouragement, I became vastly more appre- 
hensive and assiduous than he looked for. I attended 
the shop closely, and took notice and private not«s of all 
that was estimated or transacted therein. My master 
looked quite amazed, on asking me some (questions with 
respect to his affairs. His eldest apprentice, soon after, 
set up for himself. He then placed me behind the coun- 
ter, over his younger apprentice, and in joint authority 
with his journeyman. And, soon after, he gave me the 
key of his till, and the trust of all his treasure. I now 
dined with him at the same tables and consulted and 
convened withJiim as his friend and companion. He 
frequently gave me pocket-money, which, he told me» 
be would not chargd to the account of my wages. I 
walked with him every evening, went to church with 
him every Sunday, and read to nim in the Bible every 
night. I was now wholly reconciled to my God, and 
felt him in my soul as a friend and benefactor. Pleasure 
played about my heart, peace lay under my pillow ; and 
my happiness seemed as a ship that, after a long and 
desperate voyage, had anchored in a calm and secure 
haven. 

I had now been something upward Of a year in the 
service of Mr. Felton, when onp/ day I heard a bustling- 
noise in the street, and saw people running hither ana 
thither across the window, I ^pped to the door, and 
looking -to the left, saw a great crowd about a cart, 
wherem were five criminals going to execution. I staid 
till they came just opposite to me, when, to my utter 
astonishment and terror, I saw five of my old acquaint- 
ance, and, in the front of them, the bloody villain who 
had proposed cutting the throat of the unfortuiiate ped- 
lar. Instandy I turned all pale as my shirt, and dread- 
ing that they would know and daim acquaintance with 
me, I shrunk in, and running backward, threw myself 
half fkuiting into a chair. 

I now reluected, that it was hap^ for me no one was 
in the shop to take notice of my confusion \ and endeUr 
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vourfngto assume some courage, on tDe entrance of our 
journeyman, I put on the most unconcerned appearance 
that I could. 

Mr. Felton happened to dine abroad that day, and 
did not return till the cloth was laid for supper. He 
took his chair at table, and desired me to sit beside him. 
David, said he, is it not wonderful that people should 
continue so incredulous, notwithstanding the iVequent 
and daily proofs of an all-seeing and an all-detecting 
Providence ? If a sparrow Mia not to the ground with- 
out the notice of our God, how much more will he take 
, account of the life of him whom he formed in his own 
image t The villain trusts to hide his villany, and 
dares to affirm (with the first murderer) in the fiice of 
God and of man, ** I know not where is my brother." 
But blood has a voice, a crying voice, David ; it cries 
alogd to heaven, tVom the very bowels of the earth. No 
depth can coVer it, no darkness can conceal it, for the 
light that shineth in darkness wUl bring it forth* to the 
day. 

About twelve nionths ago, a pedlar was murdered in 
a waste house, Called Fielding's bam. The murderers 
were of the people whom thev call OypsieSf the most sub- 
tle and evasive of all sorts or reprobates, so that the faet 
lay a long time in silence. This pedlar, it seems, had 
an only brother, to whom the reversion of his substance 
belonged ; and his brother, not seeing or hearing from 
him for a long time, went through the whole country, 
and through many parts of the kingdom, inquiring after 
him. At length he arrived, one evening, at an inn 
some miles from hence, where he found in the kitchen, 
seven men jovially seated over a bowl of punch ; he 
quicKly accepted their invitation, and having spent the 
time pleasantly, and the house being thronged, he, and 
one of the company, were shown to the same bed. 

About midnight, his companion began to moan most 
piteously, when, jogging and asking him why he groan- 
ed 1 O, Fielding's oam ! he cried, Fielding's bam ! 
Fielding's bam ! Again, he cried, you cannot say it ; 
you cannot say that my hand was in the murder. Again, 
ne would mutter, with a half-smothered voice, 8ee, see, 
how, how he straggles, see how he kicks ; put, put him 
out of pain, O put nim out of pain ! 

Hereupon the brother rose, and dressed as quietly as 
possible, and making away to the *next magistoate, he re- 
turned, seized and carried off his bed-feUow, beton any 
of his comrades were apprised of the matter. 

What have you done, you villain 1 said the magistrate 
without prefiice ; what have you done with the body of 
the pedlar whom you murdered in Fielding's bam 1 On 
this question, the wretch, thinking that all was detected, 
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instantly fell on his knees* I had neither hand not hMrt 
in Uie murder, Sir, he ened ; and if you will get ma a 
pardon, I will fiedthfuUy tell you the whole afiair. On 
nis confession, the five principal rogues were taken be- 
fore they were out of bed. And on his evidence and 
that of their seventh companion, thev Were senteneed, 
and this day etecUted, and are to Be gibbetted in the 
morning. 

During this narration, I could not refrain ftomexpreflii^ 
ing, by my countenance and gesture, the strong com* 
punction I felt on recoBecting my long assodation with 
those reprobates ; but my good master, as I suppose, as- 
cribed my emotions merely to 'the detestation which I 
had of their deeds. 

-i had been close upon two years in the service of Mir. 
Felton, and he had lately agreed with me at £35 yearly, 
whereof he paid me the fast years' wages in hand ; when 
one evening as I stood behind the counter, a young wo- 
man came in, and desired to see such and such goods. 
While she was cheapening on the one hand, and I setting 
forth the extraordinary value on the other, several intel- 
ligent glances were exchanged between us. Whenever 
her eyes met mine, she instantly cast them down with a 
blushing modesty; and yet whenever I looked at her, I 
saw that her eyes had been fixed upon me. ^At length 
having bought some little matters, she made me a bash- 
ful courtesy, and going out at the door she turned upon 
me with a significant glance, and departed. 

All that night I felt mjrself as I had never felt befbre; 
I turned and turned again fTom the image of this girl, 
and yet she seemed to stand before me, and to look upon 
me, as she had done the day before. 

For five tedious days she withheld herself from my 
sight, and I flsared that I should never behold her any 
more. At length she came, and I strove in vain to con- 
ceal my joy on her^ appearance. Aftei* cheapening and 
paying for some littte matters, she cast her eye on a 
piece of silk, which she said she fkncied greaUy,but feared 
that her pocket would not reach so finr. O Miss ! said 
I, we shall not quarrel for such a matter, provided I know 
where to call for the money. On Sarah Simper, Sir, said 
rite, at such a sign, in such a row. 

As I had three or four spare hours fTom business every 
Isvehing, I gladly laid hold of the occasioii I had gotten 
for spending that time in visits to my beloved. I went 
Indeed, without ibrming any purpose or intention, save 
the pleasure of seeing her. Her fondness seemed at 
least to equal my own : and though we proceeded at 
times to toying and dallying, yet for three weeks we kept 
within warrantable limits. But this was not always the 
duM. Oiur first transgression was suoceeded) on her part. 
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by tear» wad lepioaches, and, on mine, by a deptli of 
sorrow and remorse, 

- And tbis was my first fiiiilt witb respect to womant 
my conscience was yet unsteeled. I spent the night in 
mgbs, and tears of contrition, and I repeated a thousand 
promises and tows to my God, that I never would be 
guUty of the like again. 

For five entire days I kept f^om ^oing to her. At 
length I considered, that, as i had injured ber, I ought 
to make her such recompence as was in my power* I 

fut about twelve pounds into my pocket, being all that 
had left of my last yecur's salary, and went and told 
ber tbat I was come to take.my leave of her: then, pour- 
ing the money into her lap, I promised to give her what 
I should earn from time to time, and to marry her when- 
ever I should be enabled to maintain a family. Here 
we both fell into tears, and Irom tears we proceeded to 
' caresses, and so forth, till at last w^ became as guilty as 
we had been before. 

In like manner, for the six ensuing weeirs, I kept on 
in a course of repenting and sinning, and of sinning, and 
again repenting. Every night I formed resolutions whidi) 
I imagined would be stronger than any I had made be- 
jbre; but whatever force I put on myself, whatever 
strength I exerted, I never was able to persevere for 
tbree days together. When I felt myself drawn to her, as 
by some irresistible power, I vowed, and flattered mj^feif 
on the way, that I would return without transzressmg ; 
but, when I came to her^ I found it quite as impossible 
to keep from sinning with her, as it was to keep from 
ber. Thus, by frail and faUified vows, I daily continued 
to add to the neap of my guilt; till at length I became 
hopeless of any ability to resist temptation, and sinned 
on with my eyes open, and yet with less remorse than 
before. 

As I was sitting with her one evening, a bailiff en- 
tered suddenly, and laid an action upon her for fifteen 
pounds, which he said she promised to pay for her mo- 
ther during her last iUness. whethertheaebt was feigned 
and the caption preconcerted between them, I know not ; 
but I afterward recollected, that she did not seem to be 
so much alarmed as one would have expected on such 
an occasion. On the other band my soufwas filled wiih 
bitter and distracting thoughts. I could not thfnk of suf- 
^ring my love to he confined among Ifeilows in a common 

Frison ; and yet how to come by the money, I knew not. 
offered the man my note payable when my salary 
should be due; but he refused to depart wiUiout instant 
payment. Hereupon I hurried home, and taking out 
i^l5 of my master's money, I returned and discharged 
the action. 
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From this time my fair one began to extend her appe- 
tites, and to rise in her passions. Under colour of bemg 
with child, her longings and fits eame frequent upon her, 
and I was in a manner constrained to indulge her^ till I 
had taken of my master's money to the amount of fifty 
pomids. . . 

David, said she one day, it is time to tell you that I 
must soon quit my mantuamaking business, for I am 
growing too oig to appear with decency among my cus- 
tomers. So you must take other lodgings for me, and pro- 
vide a sufficient fund to defray the^ many necessary ex- 
penses of child-birth. And where, my dearest Sally ! may 
such a fttnd be provided 1 I have already gone lengths for 
. vou that may bring me to the gallows. It you had not 
been a poor-spirited fellow, says she, you could not 
bear to live in the fears thi|t haunt you so ; you would 
long since have made away with that old scoundrel your 
master. Here, throw this little dust into his broth, or his 
posset, and then you may wallow in money without fear 
of account 

Here I looked her fvill in the face, when every beauty 
thftt had once enchanted me, suddenly vanished from my 
sight, and I saw nothing but the dire head of A snaky 
Medusa. However, I suppressed my honor as well as I 
could ; and putting back the paper, No, no, no, no, Sal- 
ly, said I, I would rather die the worst of deaths myself, 
than have a hand in making away with nw kind old mas- 
ter And die you shall, then, she cried, for I will not perish 
alone. She then dropped on her knees, and vowed, with 
fearfbl imprecations, that she would go directly to Mr. 
Felton, and make a discovery of ray robberies ; that she 
would also go to the next magistrate, and swear a rape 
against me : and that she would poison herself, and the 
bastard within her, that she might not bring into the 
world any part of such a villain. 

While she spoke, her aspect looked livid and deadly, 
and wrath and desperation flashed in fire from her eyes. 

My dear Sally, said I, lower your passions a little, give 
me thai paper again ; we shall see what may be done. 
And here 1 leave you my watch as a pledge of my re- 
turn by to-morrow at noon. This 1 aid, however, not 
with the smallest intention of keeping mv promise ; for 
I determined never more to look her m the face. But I 
bequeathed to lier, as it were, the only stake of value 
which remained to me, that the wretch whom I had ruin- 
ed might not be left altogether without means of life. 

When I got into the street, I hastened homeward, 
without deliberating a moment on what I was about, or 
on the consequences that might ensue. My master was 
In a back chamber, looking over some letters, when I 
rushed in precipitately, and shut the door behiod ine« 
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WhAt i0 the matter, child, says be; are you not Weill 
You look pale and affin'ghted ; what is toe matter. Da- 
vid 1 O Sir ! Sir ! and I sank upon my knees, I oring 
to you a villain, a reprobate, a thief, a robber, a betrayer 
of trusts, alsa toe vilest sinner that ever sinned against 
God and against man. I got in league with a bad wo- 
man who seduced me by her beauty, and then prevailed 
upon me to defraud and rob you ; and would have 
persuaded me to murder you ; but there I. stopt 
short : I could not be prevailed upon to murder you, my 
master ! Pray then, said he somewhat sternly, to what 
intent are you come ? To demand justice, Sir ? I cried, 
and to appease my own conscience by suffering for my 
foults. Tell me then, said he mildly, and tell me truly, 
of how much money have you defrauded mel Of fifty 
pounds. Sir ! I answered, a few shillings under or over. 
Rise then, pray rise, my David ! he cried ; I would not 
bring you to shame, and much less to punishment, for 
five ^mes the valde of fifty pounds. I owe you, for your 
services, Very nearly that sum, and I forgive you the re- 
mainder wim all my heart. No, Sir ! I cried aloutl, and 
burst into tears, you do not forgive me, you cannot for- 
give me, for this your goodness does but heap the heavier 
guilt upon my soul. ~ 

He then got up and came to me, and raising me to 
his bosom, he embraced me, and cried, I rejoice over thee, 
my David, I rejoice over thee my child, as Heaven le- 
joiceth over the one sinner that repenteth, more than over 
the nmety -and nine that have no need of rei)entance. 
You now know your own frailties; you are sensible of 
your lapses ; you will be cautious of future falls ; and you 
stand on firmer ground than ever. 

You know me not,. I exclaimed! You know hue not, 
my good master. I am wholly irreclaimable. The devil 
has taken possession of me, and reigns through all my 
members. I find it quite in vain to strive or struggle 
against him. I have no more strength than a midge against 
temptation ; no more power than a weak and fhmting 
man against a torrent that already has borne him tax 
away. 

I will pray for you, my son, said the good man vehe- 
mently ! I will wrestle witli my God for you ! and his 
grace shall be sufficient. No, Sir, I replied, after that 
which has happened, I never shall be able to look you in 
the face, I wm not trust myself, I know that I should fall 
on the very first trial. Will you leave me then, he cried, 
wiU you leave me, my son David ? and he took out his 
handkerchief, and wiped away the falling tear. I must, 
I answered, I must leave you, my dearest master, I 
should be miserable if I staid. I will go directly to sea, 
I will confine myself in some ship, where I ahall be shut 
ftom any commerce o? coiluQunication with mankuid 
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and not )»▼« U in my reacli to wrong or clf itiafe tiiir 
P0rson. jUi4 in4eed, I could not bear to 'siiy Ip pus 
u>wn» or ^ven m one kingdom, with thai bad woman. 
Where may «he be found, vaTidI aaid Mr. Felton* A^ • 
Sir ! I exclaimed, leave her to God, and to her own evfl 
conacience, I beseech you. I believe she is with child by 
me. Do not desire, my master, to h^rt a littte innoospL 
that has not yet seen the light! No, myPa^i no* t 
mean nothing bat comfort to her. I mean to supply nor 
wants,'and to soften her distresses. She will not then 
be tempted to wish hurt to her benefactor, and I wiu 
take care of the little wretch which she carries in P^r 
body for your sake, my David. 

There was something so aflGscting, gentlemen, in Bnc^ 
a proof of wonderful goodness, as must ha^e atruck to 
the heart of the most abandoned reprobete, t was quite 
overcome thereby. I fell suddenly at his feet, and I 
wished to pour out my very soul, in Ihe same manner 
as I poared my toars upon them. 

As he now found that I was bent and determined oi; 
departing, David, says he, since you will go, you must 
not go unprovided. A, sailor ought to have proper ne* 
cersaries . and, if you will give me your company for 
three or four days longer, I will get you a good birth in 
same ship or other. Mean time I would advise you to 
set about your preparations; fbr which purpose you must 
accept th«e fifty guineas, which you may please to lep 
turn me, when some happy adventure shall furnish yoip 
with means. No, no, Sir, I cried, putting his purse bacl^ 
with my hand, your plan is not the plan of your repro- 
bate servant: your good births are not at all for my purr 
pose. I will go as a common saiior ; the meanest omcea 
and the greatest drudgery will be a penance too lUtle, 
much too lit^, for my transgressions. 4-n4» .ae aayisg^ 
I torned and went liastily out. 

I made directly to the quay, where i saw a crowd f^ 
citizens intermii^ with sailors. On going up, I found 
that they were enlisting volunteers, to wnom they x^Ieref 
from one to three guineas per tpan. A|id what will you 
give me. Captain, if I go with youl He then loakeid 
.earnestly at me, and, having eyed me several times, ftom 
head to foot, I will give you, my lad said he, five guineas 
in your fist, and here is my- hand for a hearty welcome 
into the bargain. If your honbjur then will be pleased 
to order those five pieces to be laid out for rae in such 
necessaries as ypu think fitting; I live at such a place, 
and shall be ready at a call. Enough, said the Captain, 
our ship is called the Centurion, of tbirty guns, the brave 
David Jenkins commander. We set out by morning's 
tide, between ten and eleven ; and if you come without 



THE FOOL OP QUALITY. 116 

ft call fwi' will be th« more welcome. So saying, he 
gave me a fimiliar shake by the hand, and we iNurtea. 

I then went directly home, and, calling Mr. Felton 
aside, I told him of my success and engagement in the 
Centurion, suppressing only the time of my early de- 

Earture ; for I felt that 1 could not stand the parting with 
im, and I thought it best to make it as little painftd to 
him and myself, as mieht be. 

During supper, I endeavoured to chat but I could not 
And as Mr. Felton, at times, looked affectionately upon 
me, I turned my head aside, and a silent tear stole down 
my cheek. 

I spent the night in sighs and tears, and, getting up 
before day, I took my shoes in my hand, and stepping 
softly down stairs, would have stolen out at the street- 
door ; but, in that instant, the door of a side parlour was 
opened, and before I could look about, my master had 
me in his arms. Will you leave me then, David, will you 
indeed leave me 7 he cried. O, David, David, I love you 
next to my only child. Stay with me yet, my son, O 
stay with me, my David, and 1 will do every thing, I will 
do all things that may be done for you. 

Here I sunk, and was just fainting, under the pres-' 
sure of his goodness. Do not kill me my master, do not 
kill me outright, I cried. You must no longer be bur- 
dened by my body of sin and death ; as God has forsa- 
ken me, I must leave you, my master ! let him do witli 
me as he will, and if I perish, I perish. So saying I 
broke from him, and away I rushed, weeping and sob- 
bing aU the way, as i though my heart would cleave 
asunder. 

The captain received me with great cordiality, and at 
times called me his name-sake, and was very fkmiliar 
with me. The sailors also, after his example, began to 
affect me without any appearance of envy ; for though 
I had not exercised in their profession, yet I was strong 
bale, and active, and ready to assist thiem at every turn. 

In the mean time, please your honours, it may appeal 
very extraordinary, though I felt daily compunction, and 
nightly wept many tears for having offended my God 
throughout the course of my life ; yet X neither prayed 
to him, nor besought pardon from him, nor applied to 
him for any kind of support or assistance. 

I was now incorporated with a fraternity whose wick- 
edness was of a species quite different from tliat of my 
former brothertiood. Our sailors were so far from cheat- 
ing and defrauding, that tliey scarce seemed to have any 
regard for property : and they were as brave a set of fel- 
lows as ever trode a deck. But then they were as hardened 
to Any J^nse of religion or piety as the nether. miU-stoi^ ; 
and the sacred ana tremendous names of God, and hia 

Vox- IL H 
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Christ, w«r« of no otb«r import to tbcm tlitti m tbe 
balls of a Mllianl-table to be towed and bandied aboat 
tat sport. 

At first this was a matter of gr^at offbnce and horlqr 
to me. Can th^re be a God, I would say to myself, and 
can he suffer his tremendous name to be insulted and 
blasphemed as it Is by these wretches 1 But, alas I I 
was not as one of the three captives at Babylon ; T ooold 
ndt be cast into the furnace, and come forth without a 
singe, tn time this profaneness became less irlcaome to 
my ears, and, by degrees, I began to relish, and to catch 
the common contagion. 

At times, howeyer, some thoughts of God and a Sa- 
yiour would come into my mind, and the pious imnres- 
sion of my infancy would return upon me ; but i did 
my best to banish them, as they served^ but to tor- 
ment me. 

At times, again, I would silently expostulate, as it 
were, with 6oa. It is true, I would say to him, I have 
been wicked, desperately wicked^ through a long course 
of sinning ; but did I not long stnve and struggle against 
temptation 1 If you meant me for yourself, why did you 
not malce me with less proneness to evill or why did you 
not ^ive me greater strength to resist ? 

Again, shocking and blasphemous thoughts would 
enter into my gloomy soul : As, though the gospel were 
all a fable, and religion nothing but priest-craft: That 
all events were of cliance : That men were good or evil, 
merely according to constitution : and that either there 
was no God, or he was too great, or too distent, to con- 
cern himself with the insignificant affairs of raortids. 
But these inAisions of the tempter were never of long 
continuance ; and again I would return to beHeving and 
trembling. 

Our ship had been destined to protect the trade in the 
Levant, within the space of five months, we had res- 
cued from the captors six English ships, and made prite 
of three stout firigates, of those African pirates who war 
upon the world : when the l>oy from the mast-head cried 
out, A sail ! We immediately made cliase, and tonnd 
by evening that we had gained considerably upon ber ; 
but as the night came on thick and hazy, we shortened 
sail, and lay to till morning, but hung out no lights. 

At dawn of day^ we renewed the chase, though no 
sail was then in srght ; but we had not continued it 
above four or five leagues, when we clearly discemed 
the same vessel, and perceived that she altered her 
course, and was bearing down toward us. 

Hereupon we shortened sail, and waited for her. But 
wo had not waited long, till we perceived a second vwMel 
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llist le^iied in chase of the flrat; ftsd mine time after 
saw a third that seemed in ohaee of the two former. 

On this the lieutenant, an old and exnerienoed sailor, 
looked somewhat hl&nk, and desired tnat the captain 
woold instantly call a council of war. Gentlemen, says 
iH&i the many captures we liave lately made could not 
fttH of informing our enemies that we are in these seas : 
and I apprehend, with great reason, that they have made 
rteoice or their best means to over-reach and over-malch 
us, and to fiiU with their united force upon us. And 
indeed ye. may already perceive, that the ship which we 
bad in chase has shortened sail, uid waits to be joined 
by her two consorts, whom she seemed so lately to fear. 
I think, as the jockeys say^ that we have mote than foot 
for them ; and all the ^estion is, whether Old England 
shaH make use of her fleet to fly, white she has any 
hands left wherewith she may flght 1 At this they cried, 
with ohe voice. No flying ! no flying ! let them come on, 
the circumcised dogs, ad many as may be of them.; we 
will neither take* nor ^ give quarter, they or we must to 
the bottom !■ To work then, my brave lads ! cries Cap- 
tain Jenkins, for we are likely to have as warm a bout 
of it as we could wish. 

To bustle went all hands. We had a clear ship in a 
moment ; and, for the first time, stowed our hammocks 
in the nettings. The captain then choosing a dozen of 
the best marksmen, he disposed them in the tops, with 
strict orders to direct their fire only at those whoftppear* 
ed to be officers. 

Our ship at this time was full manned with about two 
hundred and seventy spirits, all. as ready and. desirous to 
go and meet death as a beau to go to a oall, or an alder- 
man to a feart* 

The three consorts were now joined, as our mate had 
foreseen, and bare down upon us right before the wind ; 
and then it was that my sms came crowding into my 
mind, and I believe I was the only person in the ship's 
conipany who trembled. 

They all came up with a desperate boldness; and 
while one attacked us on our bow, a second lay upon 
our qitarterj vrhile the third bore away under our stem, 
and raked us fore and aft with her whole broadside; nor 
were we idle in the meantime, but plied our guns with 
such spirit and success as soon obliged them to sheer oft. 

Our tihip was of finglish oak, ana stood their shot to 
a wonder; our metal was also much weightier than 
thcjirs ; but tiicn they outnumbered us three to one, in 
men and in guns. 

Having got out of the reach of our l^ot, they moved 
off, as intending to make their escape; but, having re- 
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paired their damage^ as well as time would allow, they 
returned upon us with two-fold resolution and ftary. 

Then it was. Kentlemen, that such a scene was open- 
ed, as was sufficient to strike hell itself with horror. 

Thev now entertained us with a new kind of warfkre. 
For getting up within pistol-shot, they tossed their gva- 
nadpes or hand-shells among us, that were filled with 
broken bottles, and with rusty and ragged pieces of old 
iron. These did fearful execution, and our deck was 
quickly covered with Uood and brains, and pieces of 
human flesh, while the noise'of the cannon could scarce- 
ly drown the screams of the wounded, and the groans 
of the dying. 

In this desperate situation we loaded all our guns 
with grape-shot, which made such havoc amon|r our 
enemies as oblieed two of them to sheer away again as 
faat as they could, while the third kept playing upon us 
at a distance, till we forced her also to loUow her con- 
sorts. 

We now had leisure to clear our deck, and, with sor- 
rowful hearts, threw our dead companions overboard. 

Having once more set all to rights, we bore down on 
all tlie three ; but they crowded away Arom us, maintain- 
ing a running fight with their stem chase ; and as they 
levelled their shot almost wholly at our rigging, by even- 
ing we were incapable of further pursuit. 

Meanwhile we had plied them with our cannon so 
well, that, as it began to wax duskish, we perceived the 
crew of the hindmost in much confusion, and making 
signals of distress to their consorts. Soon after we saw 
toem heave out their boat, and they had scarce crowded 
into her when their ship went down. Hereon we save 
a great shout, which we repeated on s^ing their tioat 
overset But, as Uie Moors are excellent swimmers, I 
6U]>po8e most of them got safe, and were taken in by 
their companions. In the mean space our most gallant 
Captain Jenkins had his right leg and thigh carried 
off by a cannon-shot ; I think it was the last shot the 
enemy fired. , 

As I stood by my captain's side, I catched him in my 
arms before he feU to fne board, and cried out for Uie 
surgeons ; but the effusion of blood was so great, and so* 
impossible to be staunched, that we quickly despadred of 
any life for him. ■ 

As I supported him on deck with my right -arm, he 
found himself growing fiunt,and turning his &ce to me, 
David, said he, I am not afraid to die, fSr I am a Chris- 
tian. I believe, as surely as I am hcre^ that Christ came 
mto the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief; 
and^he is so great and so jgractous, that he wiU .D04«uf- 
fer hell or the grave to disappoint him of an end for 
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which he paid so dear a price. Here, my David, here is 
my purse and my watch, which I bequeath to your love 
as my last legacy; and here is my cfiamond nns with 
which I entrust you, as a token to my dear daughter, if 
ever it shall be your fortune to revisit old England. 
And if you should go to London, my dear David, inquire 
out my good old friend. Alderman Bicker, tell him of 
my behaviour during your service with me, and that I 
beseech him to use his interest with our Protector, in 
procuring my pay for my poor sweet child. 

And taat I will, right heartily, cried out Sir Thomas. 
I will also speak a word for yourself, my lad ; the. Pro- 
tector cannot refuse his favour to one who has had the 
honour of serving in the action of the Centurion, whose 
fame our very enemies have spread through £urope. 
But, ^ray, proceed in your narration ; I long to hear the 
event oi so interesting a scene. 

Though we greatly grieved for our captain, we were 
still more concerned for the honour of England, lest our 

food ship should fall into the hands of the barbarians, 
'or she now lay like a hulk on the %ce of the water. 
She could neither pursue nor avoid an enemy: and, 
though she had t)een in plight, we had not hands left 
sttSicient to work her. 

Ni^ht came on apace, hostilities ceased on both sides ; 
the pirates hung out lights, to prerent, as we spposed. 
their parting from each other ; and we moumfliUy called 
a muster of our men, in the dark ; whereon we found 
that, of two hundred and seventy odd men, we had but 
fifty remaining, twenty of whom were wounded, though 
not disabled. 

Come, my lads, cried the old Lieutenant, it is as good 
to be merry as sad. We have worked enough to-day to 
give us an appetite. Let us have something to eat, and 
a bowl of punch ; and, if we die by morning, let us not 
die with cold hearts, and empty stomachs. Moreover, 
for your encouragement, I take upon me to promise, 
that, if you will be guided, I vriU make yoii masters of 
one of yonder vessels before sunrise. 

We engaged compliance to a tittle; and accordingly^ 
after we haa refreshed ourselves plentifully, he ordered 
our boats to be heaved overboard, and let drive with the 
wind. We then set our watch, and went down to take 
a few hours repose. 

Two hours before day we were roused by the Lieu- 
tenant, and the first thm^ we did was to bore a large 
bole in the side of our ship about a foot below water, for 
which we had an occasional plug prepared. 

As soon as the day dawned, we set watches to give 
us timely notice of the enemies' approach ; and then lay 
down on our small arms out of observation. 
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The pirateB; m we, presumed, held up fbeir gHunes : 
but, seeing neither men nor boats in our ship, they con- 
cluded, that we had made an elopement by night, and 
came on without precaution or preparation. 

As soon as they had arrived within about half a 
league, our watchmen, according to order, diew forth 
the plug, an4* creeping upon deck, eroucoed down 
wit|t us. ^ 

The consorts had agfteed to board our ship on eaoh 
side, in confidence of a rich and unresisting prize. But 
the moment that we heard the first of them rustling along- 
side, and perceived that they were beginniuj^ to gel up our 
side, we jumped up, as one mfin, and settmg up a great 
shout, and overturning all we met, ^ped into their 
vessel. 

Never was amazement like that of the enemy I Tbey 
scarce made any resistance, and, in less than-a minute, 
not a Moor was left upon deck. t 

MeantiiJQe the other pirate had boarded our late vea* 
sel, almost to a man. They had heard, indeed, the shout, 
with the clamour and groans of their rellows, out did not 
rightly kiiow what to make of it;*tilk moving close 
lound the head of our former ship, we shot the ^w who 
were left in the second frigate ; then, throwing out our 

Srapjpdings, we towed her off, and then bored and sunk 
er m the nice of her owners. 

They thereupon set up such a yell of despair and 
horrof as was affecting, even to the hearts of their ene- 
mies. At length they turned the cannon of the Cen- 
tarion upon us, but we soon got out of reach of their 
shot ; and by the time we were about three leagues from 
tfaeip, we saw our good Centurion go to the bottom, the 
glorious tomb of her noble captain. 

We now thought t|iat^ of about a thousand assailantSi 
Ihere was not one left to carry tidings to their native 
country of their defeat But^ eoing down to ^ state- 
cabin, I saw a young man ricmy dressed, and of a noble 
$spc^ leaning wounded upon a couch, with three at- 
tendants about him. 

As I entered, he gave me a look that seemed com- 
pounded of apprehension and courage, and accosted me 
m broken Biiglish, for he ha(| travelled much, and re- 
HUled for a season in London. 

I know, said he, that I am your prisoner ; I also know 
what I am to expect Draw your cutlass then, and lei 
nie join my countrymen ! No, Sir, I replied, you have 
nothing to fear firom me. A man, who deserves that 
name, owes nothing but love to man, except when he 
is assaulted ; the brave see no enemy in the feeble or 
(be conquered. 

Where hd\e yqh Iffuned, h$ died, the 8ei4M»9Qt« of 
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my own 40ul 1 Baft yopr generoBitf shvll loi« you no- 
thing ; denuin4 wiint mnsom you plea«e, wd it sball 09 
gaia yout I fun not oommander-m-chief, 1 answend; 
at, as far as my influence reaches, you are as frea as 
air, and aball be bound to us by nothing but your aflisc- 
tioaa. Then, stretching forth nis ann, Your hand, my 
brother ! he cried; and giving me a kind squeeze, the 
tear came into his eye. 

I went directly on deck, and informed our little crew, 
iMw reduced to thirty-three, of what had passed between 
toe noble Moor and myself; and told them, I hoped 
th^ would be so generous as to make my promise good. 
To this the greater number gladly assented, but sonne of 
them murmured. Hereupon J remonstrated, that wa 
were already rich enough ; for we had brought all the 
«i9D<^ out of our own ship, beside the great treasure hi 
the pirafte-frigate, which we had net yet divided. I tarm 
ther represented, that we knew not what the events of 
wmr or fortune might be; and that it would not be im- 
prudent to make .a friend c>n the African coast, who, in 
ml appearance* was a person of high consideration \ and» 
with theae reasons, at length all appeared to be satisfied. 

I then carried the pleasing tidings to my new tnendi 
and took with me our only surviving surgeon, who 
dressed the wound in his thigh, which had been made 
l>y a musket-ball. 

As toon as the surgeon had withdrawn, th9 noble 
Osmyn of Petra, for so he was called, presented ma 
with hia purse, and a carb^ncIe-ring or extraordinary 
v^ue, and pressed them earnestly upon me ; but I aa 
pefemptorily refused them, and this refusal appeared to 
Oiatreas him greatly. 

During the five. days in which we continued together, 
I had him as tenderly and as honourably attendedi 99 
piir circumstaiices would admit; and I spent with him 
all the time I could spare from my duties and great 
fiUigues upon deck, as al) the hands we had were Kept 
Imsiiy employed* in splicing the ropes, refitting; the 
mangled sails and riggmg, and in repairing the breac^a 
of the vessel, for our shot had bored her aidiBS quite 
tlvough in several places. 

On these accounts we sailed but heavily, atill making 
towards the Straits, and dailsr wishing to meet or tMi 
overtaken by some English ship of force, to. which wa 
miglit 9afel)[ confide ourselves and our treasures. 

On the sixth morning, having arrived within twenty 
leagues of tho mouth, the day discovered to us, that wo 
were abnost mtbin shot of a ship that carried English 
colours. Hereat we rejoiced with exceeding great joy* 
and ataekening our sail, and heaving out a small boat, 
tsn Af 09 liKpil into it, «nd away ^« rawed with «U our 
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might. As we approached, we BawnumberS) in English 
dresses, walking to and again on deck ; and, getting 
alon^-sidc, they threw ropes over to us, and we moont- 
ed with great alacrity. 

Hitherto we were so intoxicated with ioy, that we had 
not the precaution to hail them, till we found ourselves 
in the very thick of our enemies. I looked round, and 
seeing none but tawny and hostile faces about me, I 
civilly demanded who, and of what country they were ; 
when a ruffian, gathering his spittle, spirted it fuU in my 
face, and, at the same time, gave me a buffet on the side 
of my cheek. Then I did not once reflect either where 
or among whom I was, but with one stroke of my fist, 
I stretched him flat upon the deck: then throwing up 
the heels of another wno had raised his arm against me, 
he fell with his head foremost across his fellow ; and 
twisting round on a third, who had seized me behind by 
the shoulder, I dragged him under me, and we fell to- 
gether upon the board. Here a crowd of them gathered 
over me, and, each helping to hold a leg or an «urm, I 
was bound with cords that crashed my neshto the very 
bone, and then tumbled with kicks, like a dog, along 
the deck. 

Meantime my nine companions who had Offered to 
interpose, were also seized and bound, and cast into the 
hold. 

For about three hours I lay in excessive anguish, 
though through a sort of stubborn pride, I endeavoured 
to suppress my groans. In the interim I felt the ship 
begin to move, and soon after I perceived all in a bustfe 
about me. Again I heard flrom within and without, 
several discharges of small arms, and as I saw several 
Moors fall lifeless or convaleive, and biting the deck 
around me, I rightly concluded that the ships were en- 
gaged. I gave a long and deep groail, and 1 cried aloud, 
O, my countrymen ! my brave countrymen ! why am I 
not vdth you t why have I not the happiness of dying 
with you and for you 7 and my heart was so wrung tliat 
I fainted quite away. 

I afterwards learned, that my true and valiant fellows 
had reAised to submit upoii summons : that the pirate, 
seeing them so few, and being desirous of saving the 
frigate for their own use, had attacked them with small 
arms, which were warmly answered on our part; when, 
.having dropped or disabled above half of our brave 
Bngliah, with two of Osmyn's attendants who happened 
to be upon deck, they entered and mercilessly butchered 
the remainder, among whom was our old mate and sur- 
geon. 

Mean time I lay insensible to all that had passed, till a 
raman seeing me pale and lUeless, in all appearance, 
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gave me a wring by the noee. Hereupon I awakened to 
the bitterest sensations. It remembered me of my gal- 
lant messmates, who had so loved and caressed me above 
my merits ; and my tears, without sigh or groan, went in 
streams down my cheeks. 

At length I heard a voice, a known voice, as I thought, 
crying, where is my friend, where is my brother David 1 
and turning my head a litde, I saw my noble Osmyn 
just entering the ship. 

O, gentlemen! be not too apt to judge hardly of 
all those who have not learned Christ, hy the form and 
by the letter. Osmyn, my Osmyn proves, that he may 
be in the heart of those who never acknowledged his 
name, although they have felt his power. And mdeed, 
as the apostle writes, those who never learned his law, 
yet having his law, or rather himself, in their hearts, shall 
be justified. 

Having instantly cast an eye of searching love around 
he espied where I lay, and coming and throwing himself 
beside me, and put one arm about, and cried, O, my 
brother ! my brother David ! is it thus that my people 
use you ? I grieve, that you Christians should beat us all 
to nothing in honour and%humanity. He then took out 
his knife, and baring tenderly cut the cords, he strained 
his own alnlity to help me to rise. 

He then called for the eaptain, who came bowing to 
him with great respect. Their discourse was long and 
earnest At length Osmyn rose high in passion, and 

Sve the captain a back stroke with his hand across the 
». I observed his choler swelling, almost to sufifoca- 
tion ; but he suppressed his indignation, and retired in 
silence. I heard Osmyn then giving some orders to the 
men : but, as I was a stranger to their language, I knew 
not the purport of any thing that passed. Soon alter, 
however, I saw my nine companions brought from the 
hold, and unbound. And Osmyn, turning to me, desired 
me to tell my people that they were all free ; and that as 
soon as we landed in Barbery, he would take the first 
means of sending them with honour to their native coun- 
try. Ah ! my Lord, I cried, I am sorry that you struck 
the captain ; ne has many adherents here, and will cer- 
tainly seek some method of revenge. He dare not, he 
dare not^ replied my fKend ; the vfllian would have^ dis- 
puted with me- the property of my own iHgate, which I 
manned and fitted out at my own expense. But if I 
hear or see any more of his insolence, as soon as we land 
I will complain to the Dey my uncle, and have the rogue 
impaled alive. 

He then ordered out a long-boat, and, turning to me, 
said, I am going, David, to take an account of what ef- 
ftcts are left in my ship ; and I would take you with me 
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if you were in a condition to go ; but I will ioon return 
ana, in tho' mean time, order the surceon to do his beiik 
for allaying the swelling in your Umos. 

During his absence, the ship's company, and even the 
captain, whose name was Barbar, bebavea themseWes to* 
ward me and my fellows with greaL though ailent, civili- 
ty ; and a plentiful mess was served up for us at dinner. 
But during our repast I observed, that the captain called 
such and such of his men to the quarter-deck, where ho 
held with them a long and a whispering kind of conver- 
sation. 

These fieUows, as it seems, were the most barbarous 
and bloody of all their barbarous and bloody country- 
men. Having taken the ship wherein we then were, « 
merchantman, carrying about twenty guns, they had 
massacred every creature on t>oard{ and then areased 
themselves in the clothes of the English, in order to in- 
veigle others in like calamity; while they despatched 
their own frigate back to Tunis to eet recruits. 

My noble (Wend did not return tul late in the evening. 
He then ordered supper to be got ready, and the state- 
cabin to be prepared for him and me to lie in ; but I 
whispered and besought him to excuse me for declining 
that honour, as I perceived that the fieivours he did me, 
had already given much umbrage and ofltenoe to his 
countrymen* 

I know not whence, or for what purpose, forebodings 
may come ; but all that night, my spirits were exceeid- 
ingly sad and depressed ; and though my fellows and I 
were put in a part ot the ship the most remote irom my 
friendi yet I imagined that I heard secret treadings and 
mutterings ; and again, at the dead of night, that I heard 
the distant sound of trampling and struggling, as of peo- 
ple in doing and receiving violence, 

I was stul sore from the tyings and bruisings which J 
had received • when, toward the end of a sleepless night 
a gang of armed ruffians entered the place where w« 
lay, and loaded us with irons. They then took away 
all our clothes and treasures, and threw to each of us a 
canvass shirt and drawers, as slaves prepared for the 
market. 

The moment they laid hands upon me, it occurreit 
that they would not nave dared to do it, if they had not 
first made way with my dear firiend and patron ; a( 
which thought my soul grew instantly siek, and a dark 
doud of sorrow foil heavily upon iti 
• Sore and sbapkled as I w^s, I got immediately on 
deck, andiooked wistfully out to sea, but could discover 
no frigate. I then shuffl[ed along as fast as I could to the 
cabin, where I had parted the night before with my 
Osmyn> and looking in at tho door, f wd aloud, Wbsni 
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9H you, Lord Osinyn, where are you, my miuiteT ! my 
ftiend I my dear Osmya » wliere are you, where are 
youl 

Wlieu QO answer could be had, I returned wild with 
rage and grief, and notwiUistanding my chains, bad I 
not been diaabled by contusions, I should have done my 
best to throttle every man I met But all I could do was 
to wring my bands, and roar aloud to all around. Ye 
butchers ! ye eut-throats ! ye TiUains of all yilbuns \ 
what have you done with your Lord, what have you 
done with your master, what have ye done with my 
friend, with my Qsmyn, my Osmyn ? 

For two nights and two days I tfuited nothing but wa- 
ter, which I drank in large quantities, as my soul, as 
well as body, was in a ferment and fever. On the third 
day, the captain fearing that I would die of grief, and 
that he should lose what he puroposed to get by my sale, 
sent a kind of interpreter to me, to let me know, toat, on 
tlie night in which I parted with Osmyn, he and the 
captain soon after had some warm words concerning 
their rights in the frigate, and in the English now on 
board ; whereupon Osmyn swore, that he would not re- 
main any longer in his ship ; and- that, taking with him 
9 number of hands, he reimbarked in the frigate, and di- 
rectly set sail. 

As this tale carried with it some &ce of a fact, I grew 
easier in my mind ; and, ^n the very day following, hav- 
ing anchored in the bay of Algiers, my fellows and I 
were taken into the town, and sold at public market 

I happened to be bought by one of the Dey's fa<^rs, 
who immediately set me to work at his country palace. 

This work was a most stupendous undertaking. 
Above five hundred men had been daily employed in it 
for two years past, and yet a tburd of it was not done 
wh^i I anrived. « 

A large lawn.extended itself in the front of the palace, 
and here tbe Dey had ojdeised a great canal to be dug, 
•Bd from its excavation a mount to be raised, whose base 
measured three hundred yards in circumference. The 
ascent was easy and spirsS, much resembling the prints 
you have seen of the tower of Babel. The border of thiS' 
•scent was adorned all the way with lofty cedars inter-^ 
laced with all sorts of aromatic and flowering shrubs; and 
ftom the top, before I left it, was to hfi seen the bay, the 
shipping, the city, and country all around, while distant 
mountains on the one hand, and an extent of ocean oi| 
the other, alone bounded the prospeet 

You will think it very extraordinary, gentlemen, when 
I assure you, that, till I was in a state of slavery, my 
mind never was free. Hitherto I had been the slave of 
iiOf «nd «f uppetitey of vtm^w, vod of ^mrs. But here 
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I counted U> set up my rest for life. I had no parents, 
no wealthy kiAdred, no friend upon earth, to whom I 
might look for a pennyworth of ranson. There was 
therefore no further prospect for me, there was nothing 
further left to incite my desire, or to excite my concern ; 
and I sunk gradually, as it were, down into the peace of 
my own nothingness. 

I had been lately the possessor of the value of some 
thousands, and now I had not wherewithal to purchase 
a morsel of bread. But I looked back on the many 
i^penes of my very many wickednesses, and I did not 
look up to. but looked down before my God, and cried, 
Not enough, it is not yet enough, Lord ! something 
sharper, something heavier ! some punishment that may 
expiate and reconcile me to my God ! 

One night as I lay on my bed of stubble, I looked up 
to God, through the cloud of my own iniquities, and said, 
in life, 0' my Lord, lay what thou jrfeasest upon me, but. 
in the hour of death, save, save me from the judgment ! 
Whereupon something within me said. Fear not, thou 
vile wretch, fear not; tnou worm David, for nothing shall 
be able to pluck thee out of my hand. This gave me 
great consolation, and consolation was followed by peace, 
and peace was fbllowed by pleasure ; insomuch that I 
possessed more of the sweetness of heartfelt enjoyment, 
than came to the share of twenty sensualists. 

The Dey or regent then being was called Ali Eben 
Buchar. He was a great warrior, and yet a man of an 
amiable character, which is rarely the case with Moorish 
governors. He had been at Constantinople when I was 
enslaved ; and, on his return, he was so solicitously en- 
gaged in matters of state, that he was not at leisure to 
come and see our works. Toward thd end of the second 
year of my servitude, he arrived with a pompous train. 
He was a portly and comly personage, thougn his com- 
plexion was a deep olive. He expressed high delight on 
surveying what we had done , and he ordered a festival 
of three days to be proclaimed for - his labourers, with 
sports, martial exercises, and prizes for the victors. 

Great preparations were made for this entertainment. 
In a plam, on the left of the palace^ a square of half a 
mile diameter was inclosed with pales ; wiUiin which 
none^were permitted to enter, save Uie Dey and his train, 
with those who laboured in his several woncs, amounting 
to about a thousand men. On one side, withm the pales, 
a throne was erected, with two seats, and lower tenches 
were placed on either hand. 

Early on the morning of the first appointed day, the 
festival was opened by tiie sound of trumpets and boms, 
and other martial instruments. 

It had been a custom among us of the laboui^rt who 



THE FOOL OF QUALITY. 127 

wore young and active, when tiie day's^t^ork was over, 
to divert our fellows with various eikercises and feats, 
such as wrestling, running, leaping, and tossing our 
trundling leaden baUs, and so forth ; I was therefore up 
among the soonest, in hopes of distinguishing myself on 
the occasion. 

By the dawning, the city was emptied of its inhabi- 
tants, and crowds came on after crowds, firom all parts 
of the country,, so that the pales were soon circled by an 
innumerable concourse. 

Then came AH, with his attendants, and entering the 
pale, ascended his throne, while his courtiers and guards 
arranged themselves befiind. 

Then were exalted, on poles, the prizes that were to 
be given to such of the slaves, or labourers, as excelled 
in totang the Javelin, or in hitting a distant mark 
with the bow or with the sling. But, as I had not been 
practised in these matters, I contented myself, for this 
day, with b^ng a spectator. Some of the candidates, 
on this occasion, were extremely expert and would send 
an arrow, or fling a stone, more directly to the mark 
than any European could shoot a musket buUet ; accord- 
ingly the generous All added freedom to the prizes which 
they had won, and imnndiately preferred them among 
his troops. 

After this, Ali, to entertain his people, ordered a dozen 
of his courtiers to run at the ring. Immediately a num- 
ber of neighing steeds, richly caparisoned, were led by 
lackeys into the lists. The young nobles, without stirrup 
or saddle, xvaulted ligbtly into their scats, and turning: and 
winding their fiery horses with "wonderful command and 
'^dress, gave high delight to the spectators. Each of 
them then caught a javdin, which was tossed to him by 
an attendant; and letting out, successively, almost at their 
speed, three of tliem, in mid-course, bore off* a small ring 
of brass, from the thread by wh^ch it hung, on the point 
of his lance. 

After this, again, a great number of burlesque come- 
dians entered the pales, in order to act one of their A fri- 
can drolls or pantomimes : some of them represented 
men, some tigers, lions, and bears ; others ghosts, and 
others goblins. But I could make nothing of such a 
jamblement of intention, allhoueh it gave great diversion 
of the populace. And thus ended the sports of the pre- 
sent day. 

While the people r^red homeward, several wagons 

were, drawn in, heavy laden with vlc^tuals and cooling li* 

<^iiOT8j wherewith all the slaves and labourers wei-c plen- 

, tifully regaled. 

<Tm locond^day W9#. usbeiie^ io with the like pomp 
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$s the jR>rtii6t; atid prfMS W^rt 0et up Ibr HftiD^ tbe 
Weigbt, for toesiiig the quoit and for pitchinf the ber« 

At a little distance ttam the tt6M or the throne, a ring 
Was fastened to a leaden mass, that weighed above five 
hundred pounds, and abore flftif adventaren aucceasi've- 
ly attempted to lift, but not a man of them rould move 
it I tpen advanced, bowing lowly toward the throne, 
and putting my right band in the nng, and exerting my 
powers. I raised it fairly firom the ground, whereupon a 
great snout was suddenly given by aU my oompaniona 
who worked with me at the mount Hereupon a black 
came up, of Herculean bulk and brawn, and, desiring 
that fifty pounds more should be added to the lead, he 
nned and swung them in the air with apparaiH ease, and 
the prize was accordingly adjudged to him. , 

A large iron quoit was then given to the comnetiton, 
and about a dozen of them tossed it to a distance that was 
thought extraordinary. I then took it up, and threw it ' 
three {o6t beyond the farthest But again, the black slave 
came up, who was not of our compatiy, and tossed it two 
feet beyond my cast, and consequently achieved the se- 
cond prize. 

A long and massive bar was then presented to us, but 
all refused to take it in hand, till the same black seized 
it; and, putting one end to his foot, pitched it off to a 
distance that raised a crv of admiration. I then took my 
turn, and giving my whole strength and action to this 
single cast,! pitched it some inches beyond the -tiiruw of 
my rival, wheupon another shout was given and repeats 
ed. The black then was wfaoUy enflamed by envy and 
resentment, and reclaiming the bar, atid exerting sJl his 
force, he threw it to a length, that, on admeasurement, 
was judged to exceed my cast, and he proudly laid hola 
on tne third prize. 

The great Ali then ordered me to be brought before 
him. I went, and bending on my knee, laidirmy head 
to the earth. Rise, said he ; I obeyed, and he ^rveyed 
me with long and earnest attention. Young man, he 
cried,' you have been this day something unfortunate, 
but you have not the less merit ; put this ring on your 
finger, it dischajges you henceibrtn from all kjkid of la-^ 
hour ; but it dees not enfranchise you, because, for the 
present, I do not choose to part with you. I respectfully 
took the ring, and again boWing to the ground, retired in 
silence. 

A tournament of the young nobles then eniued, where- 
in great feats of action and prowess were shMirn. And 
the day ended with another droll, to which I gave no 
heed 

The morning of the third day was opened w Usual, 
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AM^riMi W6n exhibited for wreerlfing,lbir tnAning, and 
Ibr leaping. ^ 

Immediately the black champion stepped formidably 
forth, and chsuleneed any to approach, who desired tp 
'be crtiriied to deatb, but not a man accepted this charita- 
tile invitation. Unwilling, then, that this boaster should 
carry off the prize without a contest, I stepped from my 
nin^ dependmg more upon action than force to cope 
with him. We both stripped to our canvass drawers, 
and liis looks and gestures menaced me with instant des- 
frdction. I advanced however to essay him, and he 
stretched his arms toward me, as a vulture would reach 
his pounces to seize upon a chicken ; when, springing 
instantly up to him, I put a hand upon each of his shoul- 
deri, and vaulting lightly over his head, I turned nimbly 
upon him, threw up liis heels, and laid nim at his length 
on the earth. 

As the contrast of eur colours had rendered us re- 
markaUe to all the spectators, a shout .Was set up that 
rent the very elements. But the black arose, and roared 
aloud, with his lion like voice, for justice : and the judges, 
cm weiging the matter, appointed me to another trial, 
forbidding further fraud. 

Again we prepared to engage, and again my black 
adversary stretched forth his arms, with eyes flasbmg lire, 
and features distorted with rage ; when retiring from him, 
as if dismayed, I shot forward like lightning, and spring- 
ing from tiie ground, I pitched the whole weight of my 
body into bis bosom. This staggered him some steps 
tmcKward, when continuing to press upon- him, I put 
one foot behind, and he £ell under me, with a horrible 
tK^elch, upon the sand ; and dashing my hand against 
his forehead, I sprung up hghtly on my feet 

Here the people repeatea their clamours, which were 
echoed for a long space from side to side ; while I pro- 
posed to the judges, that if my rivsd was not y^t satisfied, I 
would give him the other venture. But the black was 
00 ftr from being in plight for a third engagement, that 
he could not rise without help on either hand; and the 
prize being a fine turban with a diamond button, was put 
upon my bead. 

The competitors ibr the race then came from among 
the crowd, being fifteen in number, lightly equipfr for the 
purpose ; and 1 also put on a thin canvass waistcoat that 
came close to my body. 

In the front of the throne, a long pole was set up firom 
frhence we were to start, and another pole was erected 
on the further side, round which we Were to run, and so 
return to the post fTom whence we set out 

we were sdl arranged in a line, and AU hipaself was. 
4d give tiie Word, when one of our fellows, either mink- 
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ing, or pretending to think, that the word was given, 
started away, the rest followed, and I was left alone, 
quietly standing by the post. Why do not you set out ? 
said Ali. When your Highness shall be pleased to give 
the word. Away, then ! ne cried, and away I sprung. 

As I found that I was gatliering them up very fast, I * 
suspended my speed, and lingered hehind the hindmost, 
till tliey had all turned the post, and extended in a long 
line before me. I then started away, and passed one, 
and then another, till, having passed them all, I left the 
foremost at a distance behind me, and seized the goal ; 
whereon Ali himself gave aery of admiration, which was 
answered from all sides bjr all his people. 

I was then presented with a velvet tunic embroidered 
with gold; and some smaller matters were given to the 
two who came next to me in speed. 

The candidates for the third prize then rose from the 
ground where they had sat to re-pose themselves ; for 
they were the same persons who had been competitors 
in the race. A scarlet girdle was stretched along the 
grass, as a mark from whence the rivals were to set. 
oflfon their leap. And each of them took a run, till they 
came to the appointed limit, and then sprung forward 
with their utmost agility. 

As this, of aU others, was the article of bodily exercise 
wherein I excelled, I stood by as an unconcerned spec- 
tator, till the contest was over. I then measured with 
my eye the length they had passed. Then, taking two 
men, I set them in mid-space, and placing a pole upon 
their heads, I took a run, and throwing myself tiead fore- 
most over the pole, I turned in the air, and alighted six 
inches beyond the farthest leap ; whereupon I was pre- 
sented with a collar adorned with gems of great lustre. 

Ali then ordered two troops of his lightest horse to 
come forward. Accordingly they entered the pale, and, 
dividing, they retired to opposite sides of the lists. The 
populace then fell back, and cleared the intermediate 
space, and the young officers set forward, on a hsdf-gal- 
lop, at the head, of their troops. 

Never did I see such action, such horsemanship. The 
otTicers, as they rode swiftly forward, wopid toss their 
lances aloft, and then catch them in mid air; and again 
they would cast them to a distance before them, and, 
stooping, take them from the ground in the midst o^ their 
speed. 

The troops then met, as should seem, in mortal oppo- 

. sition ; and breaking their frail lances against eacl^ other, 

they drew the wooden sabres, and each, passing his ad' 

versary^, gave a back stroke to. his neck with such force 

.^and.qsility as was truly alarming. Their rapks then ap- 

peateo^to be broken on either p^rt.. A nd^insmUlar focn- 
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Mf tk^ttmeVnti Into tittlt rhcrmtM, or m|wumw, (mc wedgM, 
they fought and mixed together, as in a country danM, 
wnn (he moat regular conroston that ever waa baheUI. 

Tbia wae justly delightful to all the spectatnrs ; and I 
regretted their departure for the ridieuloua entrance of It 
Imrd Moitomime. 

WhiJe this droll was |>reparing, I received an ord^, 
from All, to dress myself in the prizes which I had won 
aikd to attend him. 

I oheyed, and presented myself before him. What js 
your name, young man 1 David, so please your High- 
ness. Are you of Christ or of Mahomet, David .' -My 
will i« with Christ, so please yon ; Initj while I confess 
him with my li|>s, my whole life has denied him. TheW, 
Bavid, If you will but forsaHe Christ, and turn to Maho^ 
mat, ye« shall be the friend of Ali, and he will heop 
treasures, and titles, and great honours upon you. Ah, 
my lord ) I cried out, though I hold my Christ but by a 
frail ftnd feeble thread, yot 1 would not quit thai thread 
Ihr a chain of golden links, that should bind the whole 
Wealth of the world to my possession. And why would 
your Highness desire the service oi a traitor 1 He who 
proves a traitor to his God, so please you, can never 
ptove true to any master. 

Well, David, said he mildly, we may talk of these 
matters hereafter. In the mean time, before I do yon 
any grace, I ought at least to do you justice. You have 
already received the rewards of your valour and your ao- 
tivity, but you have not yet received the reward of your 
o^aienee. You were the only one, brave David, whc^ 
«l the risk of four own honour, attended on my wor^ 
and here I give yon an earnest of the recompense that I 
intend you. 

So saying, lie presented me with a large and massive 
aabre, whose handle was studded with gems of greolt 
value. I received it on my knee; he then continue^ 
Atk me now, David, what further gift yon demand, tnt- 
eept yo»r dismission, and it shall be granted you, to « 
tenth of the treasure in my coflfers. 

When he had spoken, my eye was caught by one of 
Kis fetinfue, tmA immediately I recollected the featHTet cif 
the pirate Batbar. 

I rtiatamtly east myself prostrate before his thvone, aiffd 
erted afoud, Ah, generous Ali! iHay God multiply to yt% 
t r ea o i f res and Meiseirigs a thousand-fold ! I amc none ot' 
▼oar treasures and possessions, O, Ali ! I only ask the 
hetnA of that trattor, the head of l^rbar ; I ask but blood 
fur blood } let him restore to me my friend, my brother, 
my Lord Of myif ; he is a murderer, a traitor, and tueh I 
t««B]p«o>v«^himb)rnicMorbyd«y, Byiof orbylta^i 8| 

Vp .11, I 
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natiftefttioD of teyengB, till tfie exeentkmei^ wHb nm 
feelinr hearts, and merry tauntinga, began to take tbe 
wretdb in hand. Bvft when I saw them with difficulty 
and - great violence thrusting the stake through his body, 
which they run up withtnside the spinal bone, and so 
out at the back of his neck^ in order to avoid his boweli^ 
and keep him the longer in anguish ; when I saw him 
writhing in agony, and heard his iKHrrible roars and groanr 
ings, all my revenge was ouickly turned into terror and 
compaBsiou ; his pangs and sufferings, as it seemed, were 
transferred to my own person, and had I not turned away 
I should have fainted on the spot 

The Dey, from this time, heeame extremely fimd of 
me, and fkmiliar with me. He allotted me an affta* 
ent pension, with slaves, horses, and attendants. He 
said 1 should be to him in the place o€ a i^iephew, and of 
a son, and be called me by the name of David Osmyo. 

Some time after, tidings were brought that Caled Am»- 
«ith of Fez, was making nughty preparations to invade 
his dominions. We will more than meet him half-way, 
eried the gallant Ali ; perhaps we may even prevent his 
threatened expedition. He then summonea his £)r€es 
f^om all quarters. I was present when he made a gene- 
ral muster of them. His foot were more formidable for 
their numbers than their discipfine ; but his horse were 
perfectly trained, and made a most tnilliant appearance. 

The day before he set out, I threw myself at his feet. 
I will go with you my master, I Will go^with you, I cried. 
I will not have anjr command or post of preference or 
faoiumr ;il only desire permission to fight ov your side, 
that you may witness how greatlv I shall dare in your 
cause ; how ready I shall be to take, to my own bosom, 
all the weapons that shall be aimed at your bosom, my 
, father. 

No, David, he replied, my people know you are still a 
Christian. I could not refrain from showing the love I 
have for you ; and that might be matter of jeak>usy and 
discontent to my captains. I will leave you here a band 
of soldiers, with whom yon are to eneamp within sight 
of my palace, and to keep thesewalle from violence, ainl 
my women from pollution. But, while you are their 
guardian, beware that you do not turn an invader, Da- 
vid! I would pardon you any thin^ but this; I would 
not pardon you the invasion of my Bed, David Ossayn ! 
No, my lord, I cried aloud, I cannot prove ungrate(Ul. 
Though your women were as obvkHM to my wajln as 
yonder pavement, and ttough adorned wiUi more gmces 
than their first mother in paradise, they should have no 
temptation for me, my master ! 

The next morning Ali began bis march; and tef ing 
escsvledhini « piac«oft bis way, I ratunjued U> n^ cliwrg* 
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TMf fiij^Ht, ai 1 My in m tent, I begtch to tan uywtf 
to an account David, said I to my soul, thou hast now 
f^tteft preferment, and riches, and nonours : thon art, as 
it were, the second man in the realm, and all this peoplo 
have thee in high eatimation ; but art thbu the better eft 
the happier man for all this, David ? Far otherwise, ftr 
otherwise. frail and vain heart! these gauds and these 
glories have taken hold upon thee, and they have drawn 
a painted veil between me and my 6od. To my chain, 
and my straw, and my nakedness! return me to them, 

Lord! return me to my slavery, return me to my la- 
bours ? I was not then, mdeed, gaining conquests and 
thinning prizes ; but I was near to obtaming ''the prize 
of the niah calling." My body was not tnen adorned 
with gola and pearls ; but my spirit rejoiced in '* thd 
pearl of mighty price." 

In about five weeks after, as 1 was taking, by moon- 
light, my evening's walK ot meditation, on the marble 
that checkered the pavement before the palace, Muley, 
an old blaclt. and enief of the eunuchs of the seraglio, 
came up and accosted me. Osmyn, said he, taking a 
bundle Trom tinder hia arm, I have here a present for yoa 
that would make pfoud the graatesf emperor iii>on earth. 
It ia a complete suit v^ongnt purposely ibr you by the 
fingera of the suHana, tts also by the fingers of her fair 
fllna princely sisters. They have heara of your great 
slchievementa during the festival, and they sand yon this 
in reward 

So saying lie nnfolded the robea to the moon. They^ 
T^ere flowered with gold, pearls, and cems of ai^ch a 
vivid lustre as reflected her beams with tenfold brigbt* 
nea^. 

AAd what is required of me, Muley, I demanded, in re- 
turn fpr this inestimable honour ana bounty ? Nothing, 
said Muley, but a single hour's attendance, to give ihem 
a short sketeh of your life and adventures. Take back 
your presents, I cried, there is poison and death in them ; 

1 will not betray the trust that our master has reposed in 
me. Nay, said Muley, I affirm to you that there is no 
sucn intention. Our ladies are all women of the sever- 
est chastity. I will undertake to conduct, and re-con- 
duct you back in safety. Neither can our master be be- 
trayed In any degree. They all live together, they love 
like sisters, and no one teeeps a secret from the others — 
However, they desired me to teH you, that, if you are of 
a fearftd temper, they will not msist on the ftivoar so 
much Expected. 

H^re 1 felt myself jpiqned ; No, Muley, I cried, I taa 
no ctm&td. I can mte all honest dangers. I will at- 
iend fcm. But | wiQnot stay, Moley, t wiB let yotff 
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ladiM know, that, in the caiue of honour and viitiie, I 
can resist all temptations. 

I then called a distant slave, who waited my orders, 
and givhiK him the bundle, desired him to lay it witlnn' 
mv tent w here now, Moley 1 said I, I willshew you« 
■aid Muley. 

He then led me to a large bucket, wherein water was 
accustomed to be raised, by pulleys, to the balcony, 
and there to be emptied into vessels that stood upon the 
leads. 

You must not enter any door of the lower story, said 
Muley ; for there our domestics inhabit, and raignt, pro- 
bably, observe you. But, if you get into this bucket, in 
a mmute or.two after, I wiO raise you by the pulleys, 
and take you gently in. 

Muley then went from me, and was admitted on strik- 
ing at a distant door; while I stood by, the bucket, and. 
observing its first motion, jumped in, and was conveyed 
to the top of the palace. 

Muley there received me in darkness and silence, and 
taking me by the hand, led me down by a few steps into 
a narrow apartment that was scarcely enlightened by a 
glimmering hunp. He th^e left me aeain^ giving me 
only a whispering promise that he woula quickly return. 
I waited for him long, however, under great impatience 
of getting speedily back again* At length he came, and 
taking me by the nand, without speaking a word, he led 
me through a long and dark entry, till, coming to a fold- 
ing door, he touched a spring, wtiereupon the door flew 
o, en on either side, anothrew a sudden blaze upon my 
dizzled eyes. 

The saloon upon which it opened, was proAisely illu- 
minated, and most sumptuously furnished ; but my at- 
tention was quickly called from such inferior objects. In 
the midst a board was covered with an elegant collation. 
Around it were placed a great number of small sofas ; 
and behind each sofii stood a lady richly adorned, but 
veiled from the head to the waist 

Again Muley led me to the farther end, while I made 
a low obeisance as I passed the company. He then 
compelled me to sit, where by a small turn of my head, 
I could have a full i>rospect of each fair-one at table.-— 
Then, as by one motion, they were all instanUy seated ; 
and again, as by one motion, they all instantly threw up 
their veils, and I had like to have i^len backward with 
the suddenness of the lustre that flashed upon my spirit 

All the ladies smiled and seemed delighted at my as- 
tonishment The Sultana Adelaide sat nearest to me, 
on the right ; and was no way distinguished from her 
sisters, but by a small coronet of featl^ered diamonds that 
was inserted in her lovely locks. Osmyn, said she, yoii 
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leem something surpriied; inrere you never in a seraglio 
before 1 Have you no seraglios in your countrjr, 0»- 
myn 7 No, madam, I replied, we have no seraglio in our 
country ; but sure, no seraglio upon earth ever produced 
sych and so many beauties as now strike mine eyes. — 
Heaven alone can exhibit such a constellation of IvasA". 
naries. 

Would you not wish then, said Adelaide, to have such 
aaeragUo of your own 1 No, Madam, I answered ; with- 
out love, in my judgment, there can be no true enjoy 
ment : if ever I love, it can be but the one object, and 
her I shall love with my whole heart ; true love will ad- 
mit of no division. Here she looked at me with a ten- 
derness that sunk into my soul, and, taking out her hand- 
kerchief she wiped away a swelling tear. 

Another ladv then demanded if we had not a woman** 
market, and if they were not slaves in my country, as 
they were here 1 No, madam, I replied, our fair ones 
ibere are not the subjects of merchandise, but the ob- 
jects of admiration. No woman in England can be 
Dound to any lover, save by her own afiections. There, 
it is death for any man to have mere than one wife, and 
that after a suit, perhaps of several years. A lady there. 
of equal beauties to the least excellent in company, would 
be followed by hundreds of humble and sighing adorers. 
In England our actions are as free as our hearts ; and 
the sensibilities of. mutual love, between those of the 
sexes who feel that tender and enchanting passion, con- 
stitute the principal happiness of which life is capable* 

Happy Englishwomen, happy Englishwomen ! was 
echoed ul around. 

Alas, cried the lovely Adelaide, how very different is 
our &te ! we are sold, Hke servile brutes, to any brute of 
a master. We neither love, nor are beloved ; as you now 
have convinced me,^Osmyn. We are subjected to vile 
desires, which we at once detest and suffer ; and, when 
those desires are gratified, we are cast away as common 
lumber, to make room for some new comer. Even high 
as I sit here, the fiivoured Sultana of my Lord, I may to- 
morrow be appointed to the meanest offices of his house- 
hold." This, surely, cannot be a marriage : for, as you 
have intimated, Osmyn, and as I feel in my own soul, 
nuirriage can only consist in an union of hearts. Love 
cannot be bought or sold ; it is of too precious a nature ; 
nothing can purchase, nothing compensate, save its va- 
lue in love alone. 

Here they pressed me to tell them my story ; and here 
I confess, to my shame, that, however vile I appeared in 
my own eyes, 1 was ambitious of appearing as honour- 
able and deserving as possible in the eyes of the ihir 
Adelaide. I therefore suppressed what was^ black, glos« 
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md mm wliat mtm offimaive, sfid MiUrgiA mi 
thing that I deemed advantageous in nnr own chiraeferw 

The nifcht was far apent, by the time I cendaded ; xfuk 
file Saltana arising, propoaed to ahew me the eurioeitiet 
ef an adjoining cabinet I acoordinfly attendei Imr^ 
•bd wiu astonished at the lustre, the richneae, and vrtf^ 
fusion of the jewels, as well as at the miracles of arttlMl 
'tbe displayed before my eyes. 

On our return, we perceived that our eotepafiy had 
abaconded. Adelaide grew all ortmaon, and c«at dotni 
Iter eves. I also was confbsed, my heart began to tfarob^ 
and I looked about for some pretence to makemy ee < 8np e « 
Bnte-»but-*in short, gentlemen, neither my reaolutiaCMt 
aor religion, nor honour, nor gratitude were of any avail 
against such a temptation ; they fell together, an 
VMtira to the all-conquering Adelaide. 

Adelaide was the first to press my retreat It 
yet day. I found Muley in waiting. We ctme by the 
way we went, I stepped into the bucket, and he let mtf 
gently down. 

As I approached the pavement, I felt a hand brirind 
that seited me violently oy the shoulder. I sprung out, 
and seising the wretch by the throat, would inatantly 
have plunged ray poignard into his bosom; but aoite 
Bower as suddenly arrested my arm, and said to mf 
Qeart, Beware that thou add not murder to adultery, 
Dtvid! - 

While I hesitated, a number rushed ufionme unawsrej 
^y griped me by each arm, and wreating the pofaiara 
f^om me, they bound my hands behind, and lea me to 
the cells of the Imans that stood something aloof from etoe 
and of the palace. 

As soon as they had brought lights, What, Osfnyn ; ex* 
elaimed their chief, can this be our renowned Osmyn 1 
Is it thus that you repay the favours of your generoui 
9nd kind master. You are a Christian, cried another') 
has your Christ then taught you to betray the canfideDce 
and trust that is reposed in youl This waa a home 
atab : it went through mj' heart ; but I stood in a shame^ 
faeed suUenness, and opened not my lips. 

Here they went apart and, having consulted a while. 
T^tumed. Osmyn, said th€ir chief, you are a brave ana 
H wonderful man, and it is a pity to lose you. Your ae* 
eret ia yet with us ; and we swear to jou, by out holy 
prophet, and by the terrible Alia, that if you pertorm me 
single condition we enjoin, we will bury what we know 
in a depth below the grave, and we will recommend you 
to tha love of Ali, ana the acclamation of all the pecqile. 
and we win have you loaded with prefermente, ana 
viohea, and honours, Kama it quickly, I eriad, wh^eter 
itmay b#, at (he ri«k, fit the ]«ia of my lift, I wfll pfti^ 
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it. Uii|i8Mt]i0^ nomoretbafiloatjtireGivnl.8iid 
t# oettftw Mdboawt, wlion priesta we are: mnd m the 
M i win ge of Ills paradJee tttM be ehoweied down upon 

Here I nTo a deep iptNOi; and caetinr down mV 
head, and shedding a sileBt tear, without aaring to lift 
mf tfaotights to HesTcn : Ho, no, I cried, though Christ 
is nothing to tee, though I have no iMereet in him ; 
though he tpams and has rejected me. fmr time, and for 
etemi^ ; though I have daily denied him by every ac- 
i^ or msr life ; yet my tongue shall never aetiy him.— 
In poirertv and nakedness, in dangers and in dungeons, 
in deftth ne#e, and in hell hereafter, my month shall con- 
fess him. 

Her^ theT v<^ent apart again, and returning, told me, 
that I should have two days to deliberate on their pro- 
pMal; htit that^ if I did not comply, I should be impaled 
alive on the third morning, with all the additional tor- 
Mves that art could invent. 

They then put me into a covered Irind of a wagon, and 
ahnveyed me to Algiers, where I n^as cast into a noisome 
dongeon, bolted down to the ground with irons, sustain- 
ed trith coarse bread and water, and not allowed a ray 
of fight to divert my thoughts ftom the darkness and hor- 
rors of my situation. 

MeAn time I endeavoured to reinfbrce my resolution 
by repeating to myselt the sacred promise, wnere Christ. 
says,^< Whosoever will confess me upon earth, him will I 
Confess before niy Father which is m heaven.** Mine 
mdeed, said I, is but a verbal confession ; but even that, 
wHh what I am about to stif^ for his sake, may serve to 
make me less criminal, if not acceptable in his sight. 

I then longed to be brought to the test, while I shud- 
dered at the thoughts of it At length the day arrived. 
The Imans came, and once more repeated the question ; 
but I still persisted, though in terms that were scarcely 
intelligible, for my tongue cleaved with terror to the roof 
of my mouth. 

They theti stripped me to the drawers, out of which 
also they took my money, with other valuables, and every 
thing' I had in the workl, and, having tied me to a sledge, 
I was dragged to the place of execution. 

The chief Iman once more asked, if I would renounce 
the ion of David? but I made him no answer, for I was 
unable to speak. I had seen the preparations ; the stake 
in the hands of the executioners : the fires kindling about 
me, with horrid instruments ready to be put therein, for 
(he t^arihg ot my frying and quivering flesh ftom the 

Could I then have had the confidence to have turned 
tty Mill to 6od| and to hcve betongiEt his adiManoe in 
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that trying and terrible hour, I make no question but be 
Would have giyen me strength from on high, to defy all 
that men or devils could do unto me : and I might now, 
in the regions of his bounty and his blessedness, have 
been pouring forth my existence, in the gratefUl and as* 
tonished sense of his mercy to such a sinner. 

But when I reflected on the writhings of Barbar, the 
bare sight of which my spirit was not able to support ; 
when I saw such an apjiaratus of additional torments; 
and when they took me in hand, for instant execution, 
I utterly lost my senses ; I shrank inward with fear ; my 
hairs stood on end with horror ; my tongue found sud- 
den utterance, and I cried, Stay, stay, I wiU say, I will 
do whatever you enjoin. 

The Iman then began to pronounce a form of renun- 
ciation, which he ordered me to repeat after him ; but I 
was so panting and breathless, that they were obliged to 
' get a cordial for me to keep me from swooning. 

As soon as my spirits were something restored, the 
Iman again began his impious ceremonv, and I make no 
question but I should have gone througn it, however ab- 
horrent to'my sou] ; but, in that instant, we heard dis- 
tant shouts and cries, as of many people: the sound of 
the clamours grew nearer and nearer: and soon after we 
saw numbers hurrying to and from the city. Their 
words became now as distinct as they were audible ; Ali 
is slain, Ali is slain! was all the cry: and Amuralh conies 
in fuU march upon us. 

Here all turned suddenly fVom me^ and flying several 
ways, left me unbound and alone, sitting close by the 
staice. Seeing this, I be^n to recover from the fearfiil 
and faint condition in which I was; and, rising, I made 
the best of my way to the port. There I saw a long- 
boat just about to set off wito a number of fellows, mudi 
in my own plight, and, taking a run, I sprung from the 
beach into the midst of them. 

A man then demanded in English, if I was one of the 
ransomed 1 Yes, ransomed, ransomed, I cried, wonder- 
fully ransomed indeed ; whereupon, . without further 
question, they set up their sail, and, in about two hours, 
we reached the ship which the consul had appointed to 
take them in. 

For the remainder of that day, I continued in a state 
that is hard to be conceived. My head and stomach, at 
times, were disordered by sick fits, and my soul hovered 
in an astonished and fearful kind of doze, as one not 
rightly awaked from a dream of horror. 

Toward evening I threw myself down in the hold, and 
sunk into a state of utter oblivion, as I had not slept for 
the three foregoing nights and days. 

The day following I found my body something re* 
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ftMbedy but the situation of my mind was like that of a 
disturbed and tumbling s^a after a raging storm. I looked 
around for comfort, but no comfort was near ; I looked 
aikr off for hope, but no hope came in proepect. The 
sense of existence became a misery under which I was 
not able to bear up ; and could I have had my wish, cre- 
ation would again have been uncreated. 

During the whole of our voyage, I continued very 
nearly in this distemper of spirit. For though at times 
I would enter into the frolics and jovial humours of the 
crew, yet my merriment, at such seasons, was a merri- 
ment to madness ; and I would again sink, precipitate- 
ly, into a depth of despondence, whose darkness would 
admit no ray of consolation. 

The tempter would then urge me, by dagger, or by 
drowning, or by any means, lo get rid of a being, that 
onl3r served to torment me. But again, the dread that 
I might not get rid of that being, and that death might 
plunge me into a x>erpetuity of tiiose pangs in which I 
saw toe wretched Barbar agonizing, this deterred me firom 
hastening the day of my horrid doom, and so I waited 
in a gloomy and "fearful looking out for judgment" 

I would then call myself at dead of night, before that 
terrible judgment. Thou fiend David, I would say, where- 
fore art thou sunk in guilt above all that ever were guil- 
ty 7 It was thy fortune to get three good and kind mas- 
ters, good and kind above thy wants and even up to thy 
wishes ; and all these thou hast deceived, thou hast spoil- 
ed and betrayed them. Even the Master of all masters, 
the Master who was my freedom in the midst of my 
captivity, I was or the brink of denying the Jesus also: 
nay, I did reject, I did deny him ; I promised, I engaged 
to rejectand deny him ; and he will reject thee ; through 
time, and througn eternity, he will deny thee, David ! 

One evening a fearful tempest arose ; and while most 
of the crew gave some of their little matters to the prove- 
dore for liquors, and sat, drowning the sense of danger, 
and pro&nely carousing, at one end of the ship; my com- 
panions, who were present, were praying or singing glory 
to God in the other. Both parties invited me to join 
them, but I refused to be partaker with either ; for I 
could not abet in others that wickedness which I condemn- 
ed and detested in myself: and I could not think of tak- 
ing into my execrable mojath the sacred name of that 
Christ to whom I had so lately turned a tklse apostate. 
In the mean time, I held myself as the refugee Jonas, 
whose crimes brought perdition on all in the vessel ; and 
. I was on the point of advising the mariners to cast me 
out. 

A-t length the tempest abated, but my perturbations 
did not abate. I wisbed to repent, but I deemed myself 
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ptM the tHMHbility of repentance, tfnd thus I ednfffroMl 
HI aetate of disBBtisfaction and enmity against niyMlfy 
if ainat my God, afsinst man and woman kind. 

As soon as- he had closed his story, Take coinage and 
eomfort to you, David, said Mr. Fenton. Your case is not 
near so desperate as your conscientious fears baTeform« 
ed it. Your error lay in trusting to your own sense Of 
duty, and to the strength of your powers for resisting 
temptation ; and the best m^n that errer breathed, with no 
better a dependence, musfc inevitably haye ftllen, as youi 
did, David. Yon now know your own weaknesa ; yon 
«r6 taught, by repeated experience, that, in cm* of yourself, 
you no more can stand against the enemies of your soul, 
when they assail you, than a tree severed from its root^ 
and barely set on end, can stand the assaults of a corn- 
tog temrpest. Keep therefore to your root, Dovtd. Nevef 
.dare, in your own strength, to oppose yourself to a reed. 
Apply to the Rock, my firieud, from whence you wen^ 
hewn. 'Cling to him, repose upon him, put your whole 
confidence in him; and then year weakness shall become 
stronger than an«rmy with banners ; and neither, Hfe, nor 
death, nor ptincipalrties, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, shall be able to separate you from 
tlw love of God which is in Christ JeAus. 

While I spoke, his eyes began to glisten, the cloud of 
his eountenance cleared, his aspect assumed a cheerful 
aerenity, he could scarce have been known for the same 
person : and be cried, I will, I will once more seek to 
my Goa ; do you, my master, bray him to permit my ap- 
proach ; and m life, or in deatn, I never will let go my 
hold of him any more. He then would again have cast 
himself at nay feet, but I hastened to prevent bim. 



. CHAPTER IV. 
Thb Histokt of our Hero co^rTurrsn. 

In little more than a month, Harry made himself per- 
f^t master of the system of the British constftutron, and 
wrote comments upon it much more voluminous than the 
text 

As he had loat his friend Ned, who was now under 
the tutelage of his nnde^ Mr. Catharines, little Dicky Clem- 
ent became the principal companion of his hours of 
amusement, and Dicky with his good will would never 
be firom his heels. 

One morning as they strolled up the road, some di»- 
tvnce froftt the town, Harry obaerved a orowa gath^rhig 
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tet an the wa^, and hasteiMd, lUse olfaeia, to aea wkat 
was the matter^ 

As sooa as he arriTed^ he perceived Mr. Gripe the 
eenatabte at the bead of the peaee, with hie painted ataft 
of authority exalted in his hand. Pray, what are yom 
about* Mr. Constable ? aaya Harry. I am gotn|[, Sir, to ■ 
aeiae a robber, who lias taken abelter in yonder waste 
hove). And whom did he rob 1 — He robbed Mr. Nig* 
f^ards here, that is to say, his boy here, of a sixpenny loa£ 
Perhaps the man was httn^ry said Harry, and had not 
wherewi^ai to buy one. Pray tell me, my lad, how the 
affiiir was. 

Why, Master, you must know as how Mr. Nifgard% 
my master here, sent me this morning td the town with 
A shilling, to buy two six penny-loaves. 80 as i was com* 
ing bacK, I met an able looking man, who made me 
afraid with bis pale and meagre &oe. My good boy, says 
he, will you give mc one of those loaves in charity 1 I 
llare notf Sir, says I, they are. none of my own. Here* 
says he, I will give you my hat for one of them ; but this 
I Tsfaaed, as his hat, to my thinking, was not wmth a 
^raaL Kay, savs he, I mu^ have oner of the loaves, that 
§0 certain, lor I have a wile and seven children ail starv* 
iog in yonder hovcl^ and while there is bread in Iba 
^workl, 1 cannot but snatch a morsel for them. So, as i 
told yoM, I was frighted. I gave him one of the loaves 
without arny raore words, and away he rnn as fiist as 
his legs could carry him ( but I followed him with ray 
eye till I saw him safe lodged. 

Here Harry wiped his eye, and mof^ed e while. Teli 
me truly now, my good boy, continued he, if both those 
loaves bad been your own, would you willingly have 

fiven one of tlirmjlo keep the poor nmn and his family 
rem perishing'! 

I would, Bir. said the lad, with a very good will. And 
had I a atxpence of my own, I would nave gone back 
with all ray heart, ana have bout^ht another loaf. But 
Bay master is a hard man, and so I was torced to tell him 
the trutli. 

Here, my lad, says Harry, here is il erown. 60 back, 
buy two loaves for your master, in p!ace of the one he 
Me kw^ and keep toe remaining tour shiUings to your- 
«eif for your trouble. You see, Mr. ConstsS>le, conlmued 
he, you never can make any thing like felony of tbis 
matter. The boy cmafeseea that he gave the fatead with 
a my good will, and tb«it he would not have infenned, 
hatA it not been for fear of his master. 

it ia very true, i^eaae your honor, replied Mr. Oiipe^ I 
jnyaelf do pil^ wb poor man from my heart, md will 
bin nothhig man to mf ib thie bfutnessr 
Star a WHta^ nrf Uvptj, pflch^w w« m^ ted 
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ftiither employment for you* t tbink I should knoW 
the face of yonder man. Is not that the Niggvds whom 
you had in custody the other day, and for whose delive- 
rance I paid five and twenty pounds to his creditors 1 — 
The very man, Sir. says Gripe. 

Harry then put his hand in his pocket, and taking out 
a small scrip of parchment, exclaimed, 1 am glad of what 
you tell me with all my heart! Indeed, 1 did not like 
the looke of the man at the time, and that made me ac- 
cept an assignment of this action. Here, Mr. Gripe, 
take your prisoner again into custody in my name. Away 
with him to gaol directly ! as the holy gospel has it: *'He 
shall not depart thence till he has paid the utmost farth- 
ing.*' No, no, Mr. Niggards, I will not hear a word. 
Go and leam henceforward to be mercifVil yourself, if 
you would look for any mercy from God or man. 

Dicky, my dear, go back again, says Harry ; our neigh- 
bour Joseph here will see you safe home. I will not 
suflfer any one to go in my company, for fear of putting 
the poor man or his family to shame. 

Harry had not advanced fifly paces toward the hovel, 
when his ears was struck with the sound of sudden and 
joint lamentation ; and turning, he perceived that the in- 
quisitive crowd had gathered at his heels* My friends, 
says he, I entreat, I bejeech you to leave me for the pre- 
sent I would not chDose any witnesses to what I am 
about Pray oblige me so far as to depart on your own 
occaiiions. 

Hereupon, being loth to ofifend him, they retired a few 
steps, and stood together aloof, attentive to the event 
of this uncommon adventure. 

Mean while the cry continued with a bitterness that 
thrilled through every nefve of our hero : and as he now 
approached the place, he did his utmost to restrain him- 
self, and quell the feelings within him, and he drew his 
hat over his eyes, to prevent the j>arties firom seeing the 
emotion that they caused. 

The hovel was of mud- walls, without any roofing ; but 
as there was an opening where a door had once t>een, 
Harry stole to the entrance, casting an under eye of ob- 
servation about him. 

Hereupon a woman turned. She had been feariVilly 
peering over the wall at the crowd which had not yet 
dispersed ; but having no. notice of Harry's entrance, she 
looked toward him, and dropped on her knees. 

O, Sir, she cried, if you are the gentleman who owned 
the loaf, for Christ his sake I pray you to have mercy 
Upon us! Money, indeed, we have not but we have 
these shreds remaining, and we. will stiip ourselves of 
our covering to make you a recompence. Alas ! alas ! 
«oiild W9 hav9 guessea how wy hushand came by it, w© 
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would have Ikmished a thousand times rather than touch 
a morsel. But he, dear good.man, did it aU for our sakea, 
for the sake of the heavy burden with which he is over- 
laden. Ah, I would to neaven we were all dead, hapg- 
ed, or drowned out of his way. He might then walk the 
world at larjge, and be happy, as he deserves. 

Here again she set up ner wailing, which was accom- 
panied by her seven children, in such a woftil concert, 
as the heart of Harry could not sustain, neither suffer him 
for a season, to interrupt or appease. 

At length he said, with a faltering voice. Pray be not 
alarmed. Madam, for I discern that you are a gentlewo- 
man, though in a very unhai)py disguise. The affair of 
the loaf is settled to your satistaction ; and here are ten 
guineas, it is all that I have about me, and it is only to 
«hew you, for the present, that you are not quite so friend- 
less in the world as you thought. Mean time I request 
that you will all come with me to Hampstead, where we 
will try to do something better for you. 

Here the woman looked with an earnest and eager 
rapture at him. May Jesus Christ she cried, be your 
portion, iieiir angel; and he is already your portion, he ia 
seen in your sweet face, and breaks out at your eyes in 
pitv to poor sinners. 

Harry was now stepping forth, and the rest prepared 
to follow him ; when the poor man, who, for shame, had 
not yet uttered a syllable, gently staid him at the open- 
ing. Turn, generous master, said he; pray turn, and 
hear a small apology for my transgression. I am a very 
unhappy man, I have seen better times ; but I am driven 
by cruel usage, from house and home, and maintenance. 
I was going to London to apply to the law for relief, when 
my youngest child, who was on the breast, fell despe- 
rately sick about four days ago. As we had no money 
to hire lod^ing^ and had Begged the means of life for the 
two foregoing days, we were compelled to take up with 
this shelterless hoveU From hence I frequented the road, 
and for the three last days begged as much as sustained 
us in coarse bread and water. But this morning my boy 
died, and his brothers and I, with our sticks ^d our 
hands, dug his ^ave that you see . yonder, and 1 placed 
that flag over him to preserve his tender limbs from tho 
pigs and the hounds 3 till it may please Heaven to allow 
me means to bury him according to the holy rites of our 
church. This melancholy office. Sir, detained me so long, 
and exercise had made the appetites of my children so 
otttoageous, that I was in a manner compelled to do what 
I did. As I had no tx>ffin nor winding-sheet, I took the 
waistcoat ttom my body, and wrapped it about my babe; 
and would willingly have wrapped him with my flesh 
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mod ny bonM, UmI we miibt quiotijr b«ve Ma is mm 
f rave together. 

Harry answered not a word, but walking enward bt- 
fora his eompany* plentifully watered the ground with 
liaa teari as he passed, while the poor man took his 
youngest son in nis arms, and the woman her youngest 
daughter on her back, and thus, with a leisurely pace, 
they all arrived at Mr. Fenton's. 

The door being opened, Harry led bis nine gseate to 
the back-parlour, where he instantly ordered plenty of 
bread and butter, and milk fi>r the children, with cold 
meat, ale, and cakes, for the father and nx»ther : and this 
was a matter too customary in this house to be any 
cause of wonder to any member of the family. 

As soon as they were refreshed, he took tfaem all to his 
wardrobe, where he constrained the parents to take of 
the Tery best things for themselves and their children ; 
and having so done, he. walked out, and left tfarm to 
dress. 

Mr. Fenten was in his study, and had just finished a 
letter as Harry euftered with a smiling eountenanoe. I 
have been very lucky this morning, Sir, sayrhe : I thiiA 
I have got the preitiest family of boys and girls that is to 
be found within five shires. Do you know any thing 
about them, Harry 1 Nothing further as yet, Sir.tDan that 
tfiey and tiieir parents are exeoeding poor, and have lal- 
len, as tiiey say into great misfortunes. The mothei' is 
a very handdoine and genteel young woman, and tte 
fhthcr a portly and very comely man, save that he haaa 
large purple mark on the left side of his £aoe. A puT" 
'pie nMrk ! cried Mr. Fenton, and started. Go, my uear, 
and bring that man to |ne directly. Why. pray, 8ir« do 
you know him 1 No, my love, I should not uiow aim 
though be stood before me ; but I would give a thousand 
pounds that he prove the man I mean, and that I shall 
discover on a short examination. 

By this time, the father of our new fkmily was dress- 
ed, and Harry took him by the hand, bid him be o/ 
good courage, and led him m to his uncle. He Uywed 
twice, and with an awful and timid respeet^ while Mr. 
Fenton rose and looked earnestly at him. I rejoiee. Sir, 
says he, to find that my son here has been of seme littte 
inattor of use to yofu and your family. P^y take a sect 
nearer to me, Sir, if you please. He teUs ma you have 
met with nnefortanes; I also have had ray ahare. I tbink 
mysetf nearly of kin to the wuhappy ; and yon will m»- 
gularly oblige me by as much of your story ap you shall 
please to eommuoieato. I am iateteskad lA it. 

I hovo nothing to conceal from your Honour^MMWit* 
eA the stranger. And i aball wiBingly gtya ycm an opm 
and ftiithfta narrative of my abort but ssa hmory, 
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)kf y name is Giffard Homely. My flttbet vn» aftniMr 
in easy ciicamBtancea near Stratford. He bound bm 
apprentice to a tanner, and when my time was oat» gave 
me a hundred and twenty pounds to set me up in my 
bunneas. But, dying soon after, be be«|tteatbed the 
bu& of his substance to^ my elder brother. 

Though my brother was a spendthriity yet I lored 
him dearly; and when his creditors fell upon him, I be- 
came his bail for two hiindred pounds, within a few- 
months after he suddenly disappeared, and I never could 
learn ftirther tidings concerning him. 

A. writ was thereupon marked against tne, and put 
into the hand%of baiufb. But libeity was precious* I 
leA all my substance to the possession of my pursners, 
and passing at a great rate, 1 escaped into LmcolnBhire. 

Tnere I joined myself to Anthony Grangor the tan- 
ner. .Independent of his trade, he held a very beautifbl 
and wen parked farm under Mr. Spraneer Th(»nhilly 
the lord oi^the manor. And, as I served him with great 
xeal, afiection, and application, his affairs proapered un- 
dec my hands. 

He had an only child, a very lovely girl, of about ten 
years of age; her manners, like her countenance, were 
extremely engaging; and I took vast delight, at all 
leisure hours, m teaching her to read and write, and in 
diverting her with a variety of little plays and amuse- 
ments. 

I had no intention, at that time, of gaining her young 
heart, but that happened to prove the miserable conse- 
quence ; and a heavy price it is that my poor dear giil 
has since jpaid for her affection* 

Year aner year she now grew in stature, but much 
more in loveliness, at least in my eyes: and yet I flat- 
tered myself, that I affected her merely for her own sake. 
I used to please myself with the prospect of her being 
advanced to high fortune : and I thought that I would 
willingly have given her up at the altar to some lord of 
the land. 

One twelfth night a parcel of young folks of us were 
diverting ourselves about the fire with several pastimes ; 
and among the rest the play was introduced of, / love 
my love wuh an A because she is armabUy and so on 
through the alphabet 

When it came to my Peggy's turn, she said, I love 
my love vdth an^ H, because he is very honest, and I 
never will hate him for his being homely. And this 
Bught have paraed without any observation, had she not 
cast a glaflce at me and blushed exceedingly, which ' 
threw me also into equal confusion. 

As this was the first discovery that I made of her af- 
fection, it also served to open my eyes to the strength of 

Vol.. il. K 
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flqr.ofvVtt Marioic; and this eost ta& many s siseplfiWx 
nighl SDcT adritig heart I did not look, opon my«nf as 
• anffident match for her ; I reflected, that it wovfcl be 
y^xj wngenerons to lesaen the fortune or bappin^aa of 
na giri tnat I loved ; and I resolved a hundred tfmea to 
quit the country, that my ahaenoe might cure both Her 
mad ihyaelf of oar ibolian fondness for eAch other. But 
th6bgh tfaia was what my reason still fyrompted and ap- 
vvo^ed, my htart atiU he;ld me back, as it were, fyt a 
jHiile longer, when I was on the brink of depdrture^ 
' Pegsy was just arrived to her fifteenth ymft c^n the 
S4t^ (If Aprils 8tnd was elected by the ntfighboiira to be 

Seen of the foUowimir Afey, and to deliver the ^rUaa td 
» vieliMB at the wake. 
. I had madt a vow within myself, to forsake her ami. 
the eovdftry, the very day after her regency : bhti in Die 
iMh while, I couM not resist the temi>tafioR of showing 
my nAdrHtb before the queen of my wisheSi 

Aocdrdingly, on that day, I entered the lista amOn^ 
tlii dtfaer young candidates. But I will ndt Burden 
your Honour with a particular detail of our inswni6eaH( 
oonteaUb You have unquestionably been wraiesa to^ 
tiiii like on several occasions. 

It will be sufficient to inform you, that as I bad the 
fbrtdna to get the better at the race, and at wrfestling^ 
when I shocessively went to receive the respective prizes^ 
my Peggy's eyes danced, and her feet went pit-»>pat 
wnh j0y as I approached her. 

Cudgels came next in play, and a little stage of boards 
^a emeted fbr the purpose, that tim i^eeUtors might 
see with the better advantage. I had long learned this 
ak Itom a fkmous master in Stratford ; cuid, as I was 
confident ofnny superiority, I hurt my rivals as httle as 
pmiif ble, only just sufficient to make them acknowledge 
that they were Ibiled. ' 

At length one Hector Pluck, a butcher^ moiinted the 
rilttge* He had, it seems; been quite an adept at this 
sport, and, for ten foregoing years, had carried off the 
^fiB in sfevertil neighbouring shires^ but he was now 
dome to settle near Lincoln, and was to have been mar- 
itMl the fbllowing day to a ihrmer'» daughter, whe i^aa 
dfie of the fair spectators at the wake. 

The moment ne assailed me, I perceived that his paa^ 
altfns Werfe up, and that his eye was a plain iiitermler 
df the deadliness of his heart* He fought eautioualy 
howeter^ and kept on a watchful reserve ; atid we had 
Hfh^ attacked and defended, without any advantaign da 
cfith^ pait, when, with a motion and fury quick aa 
lightning, he made a sidestroice at me. and aimed to 
e«t am aetosa the face with the point of bis stick.^ This 
^iHia tt lAo# which I had not time to intercept, or even 
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to see. The villain, iiowererj happily missed of his in- 
tention ; for his cudgel being something advanced, only 
bruised my right cheek, when instantly I gave him an 
exasperaled stroke on the head, and cutting him to the 
skull, laid him sprawling on the stage, whereat all who 
knew me gave a great snout 

After some time he rose.'and advancing a little toward 
ni», he stretched out hid left hand^ as if in token of re- 
conciliation ; while pulling out his butcher's knife from 
a sheath in his sidc-pocket, he, with his right hand, 
made a stab at my heart, and suddenly leaping off the. 
stage attemptled to escape. 

Immediately the blood pdured from me in a stream^ 
and ran alon§ the boards. I found myself growing 
weak, and sitting down on the stage, I had the. presence 
of mind to open my bosom, and taking out my hand- 
kerchief, I held it to the wound. 

In Uie meantime the whole concourse was in an up- 
roar; The cry went about, that Giffard Homely was 
riiurdered, Giuard Homely was killed. My poor deir 
Peggy fell senseless from her throne, and was carried 
home in the fit Several horsemen basted awa)^, of 
their own accord, for a surgeon ; and the butcher was 
pursued, knocked down, hard pinioned and conveyed, 
with following curses, to the gaol of Lincoln. 

Amonfs others wlio came to condole with me, little 
Master Billy Thornhill, our landlord's son and heir, 
came running, and desired to be lifted upon the stage. 

As soon as he saw the blood, and how weak andpale 
I looked, his broke out into a passionate fit of tears ; O 
Giffard, niy Giffard, my poor GifTard, he cried, ITear you 
are a dead man f You will no more be my holiaay- 
companion, Giffard. Never more will you go a-birding 
with me^ or set gins for the rabbits, or cateh little fishes 
fbr me ; or carry me on your back through the water, or 
in your arms over the mire* A lark ! alack ! what shul I 
do if I lose you, my poor Giffard ! 

The surgeon camd at full gallop. As soon as he had 
seen the greatness of the gash, Say your last prayer, my 
friend, he cried ; in a very few minutes you must be a 
dead man.^ But when he had probed, the wound, his 
fkce turned to cheerfulness. A most wonderful escape, 
hd cried; the weapon has missed your vitals, and only 
glanced alons the rib. Be of good courage ; I engage, 
in a lew weeks, to set you once more upon your legs. . 

Meantime .my loving neighbours made a litter and 
60g fbf me of the tents and teni-poles. all striving who 
(Shodid carry /hej and ail escorting me qome. 

The gOoa Mr. Granger had been that day confined 
i|r a. sprain in his ancle, aha now aat weeping by his 
dnild, wBo fell out of one fainting fit into another, till 
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she was told that I was brought home, and that the doc^ 
tor had pronounced me out m danger. 

As soon as I was put to*bed, and my kind attendants 
withdrawn, Mr. Granger, on a crutch, came limping, 
and sat down by me. He had endeavoured to restrain 
his tears before the crowd , but as soon as he was seat* 
ed, they broke out anew. 

O Giffard, Giffard, he cried ; my dear Peggy is very 
ill ; and you are very ill *,- and to lose you both at once 
would be hard upon me indeed ! 

Notwithstanding a short fever, the doctor happened to 
keep his promise, with the assistance of youth and a 
good habit, and I began to gather strength and recover 
apace. 

As soon as I was up and about, I observed, that Miss 
Peggy seemed no longer desirous of restraining her kind 
looks, or her kind offices ; and this gave me some con- 
cern, till I also observed that her father took no umbrage 
or no notice of it. 

One evening, as we sat over a tankard of Octobeii 
Giflfard, says he blantly, what would you think of my 
Peggy for a wifel Nothing at all. Sir. says L I would 
not marry your daughter, if she woula have me to-mor- 
row. Pray why so. GiSard 1 Peggy is very pretty and 
deserving, as I think, of as good a man as you. Her 
deservings. Sir, said I, are my very objection ; I scarce 
know a man in the land who is deserving of her. If 
that is the case, Giffard^ her hand is at your service, 
with all my heart. (), Sir, I replied, I have no suitable 
fortune ; but know you are pleased to banter ; I am no 
matoh for her. Tou are an industrious and a making 
young man, said he ; and such a one is richer, in ray 
eye, than a spender with thousands. B-side, you are 
loving and good-natured, my son ; and I shall not lose 
my child by you, but gain another child in you as dear 
to me as herself. 

Here I was so transported, so overpowered by the 
kindness of the dear good man, that I could not get out 
a syllable, but, sinking before him, I eagerly grasped his 
legs, and then his knees, and rising, went out to veut 
my passion. 

In about a month after. Sir Spranger Thomhill, and 
my yaung friend. Master Willia^n, honoured our nup- 
tials with their presence ; and all our kind neighbours 
came crowding to the solemnity, and, by tlieir joy, ap- 
I>eared to be parties in our unioii. 

For eight following years never was known a happier 
&mily. But about that ttme Sir Spranger Thornhill 
sickened and died, and was attended to the dark mansion 
of the bodies of his ancestors, by the greatest concourse 
of true mouiHers that ever was seen in the shire, all 



THE FOOL OF QUALITY. 161 

lamenting'that goodness was not exempted from mor- 
talitjr. X 

Our dear father could never be said to h<dd «p his 

oead from that day. He silently pined after his old 

^ ftiend and patron, Sir Sprah^er; and all our cares and 

, caresses were not able to withhold him from following 

the same appointed (rack. ^ , 

Never, sure, was grief like mine and my Peggy's. In- 
looking at each othei- We saw the loss that we load sus- 
tained ; and, while we lay arm in arm, often, often have 
we watered the good man's memory with our tears. 

Time, however, who has many severe sorrows in pros- 
pect, helps to soften and lessen those that he brings in 
nis train. An increasing family of chUdren, sweetly 
tempered like their mother, called for all my concern ; 
and our young landlord, Sir William, whenever he 
eame from college, used to make our house his home, 
and take me with him wherever he went, till Lord 
Lechmore, his guardian, took him from the janiversity, 
«iid sent him abroad, with a tutor aiid -^servants, on his 
travels. 

As I had made considerable s&vings, and now looked 
to have 'a number of children to provide for, I resolved 
to realize all thai; I could for the poor things ; so I built 
a malt-house and windmill, and planted a large orchard, 
with other profitable improvements, that cost me to the 
amount of about eight hundred pounds. 

While these things were in agitation, Sir Freestone 
If ardgrave, one of the knights for our shire, came into 
that part of the country. He had lately purchased a 
fine estate,' adjoining to the west side of my concern ; 
and was a man of vast opulence, but a stranger among 
us at that time. 

Though Freestone was an old bachelor, and had one 
of the most remorseless hearts that ever informed the 
shape of man, he had yet a pleasing aspect, and in- 
sinuating address, and always applied those qualities te 
the purpose of betraying. Alas] I was informed, but 
too late, of his character ; that his avarice outgrew even 
the growth of his wealth ; and that his desires increased 
in exact proportion, as age happened to deduct from 



iits ability to gratify them. 

■ Unhappily tie cast a gre _ _ 

Like another lordly Ahab, he coveted the' vineyard of 



cast a greedy eye at iliiy little^ farm. 



poor Naboth ; and, at length, compassed bis ends by 
means equally iniquitous. 

When he proposed to give me more<^than value for it, 
I answered, that I myselr had taken a fancy to it, for 
the sake of the dear man who had given it to me, in 
trust for his child and her i>osterity ? and that I woul4 
not par^ w|th it for twen^ timea an equivalent. With 
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tbii. howavw, b« did not appear ia the letat ftiooviofilr 
ed; but Mid, that he esteemed and affected me tfaemoi)* 
for wy gratitude to tha meipory of my old teenaiMstar. 

I was afterwards told, and learned by dmur e:(perienoa» 
Ihat be never pardoned an olbnoe, nor ^ven a disapr 
iKuntment ; but nothing of this tiispoeition appeared mr 
the present. He visited, made it his business to meet 

8 me in several places ; sought and seemed quite desirous 
f cultivating an acquaintance with me; did' me many 
ttle friendly offices among my richer neighbours; copr 




lie wondered how I contrived it to maintain so numerous 
a family upon such slender meai^ ; and promised to 
procure me a benendal post in the collection of the 
customs. 

After a course of such specious kindnesses, and 
while my heart glowed with gratitude, in the recolleo- 
tion of his favours both passea and proposed, he cam^ 
to my house in a mighty hurry. My dear Homely, 
pays oa> I ^^^^ J^<>^ struck up a most advantageous bar- 
gain with our neighbour Souire Spendall. But he want# 
|hp money immediately. I have pot the whole about 
me : and yet if I do not pay him down directJx, soiqe 
cursed disappointment may intervene. Do run and 
brinf^ me all that you have quickly. I will repay yat^ 
within two or three days at ferthest. 

He^e I hasted, with joy, to the comer where I bad 
deposited my cash, as w^ for payment of rent as anr 
nther httle matter that I had in my eye ; and bringing 
out a leathern bag, I laid it on the table. There, 8if , 
said T, are two hundred and thirty guineas ) take but 
th# trouble to count them out* and nve me .a abort ac- 
. knowledgemeut No, said he. my dear Homely, never 
bead it for the present, | wiD be rack with you the mor 
laent I have paid the purdiase ; and eo sayinf(, be caught 
Up the bag, and huddled away as iiist aa bis old legf 
pould fcam])er ; while I sat still through astonishment 
my heart misgiving me at the Ume, ^ if it foreboded 
the mix^htefs )hat were to foUow, 

I waited, with great anxiety, for hie return, till even* 
ing, when, hastening to his lodge, I was there informed, 
tbat be had set out for London five hours before. This 
ibfew vn^ into a panic, though not altogether without a 
mixture of hope, and so I waited till the three di^ys of 
his promiae should expire* l\ilr. Snack then pame to me, 
^d demanded ihe rent. He was a Lincoln attorney. 
Wbom Lord Lechmore had h^tely preferred to the care af 
my landlord's concerns, upon the death of Mr> Kindly* 

m jgood.0i4 Ment* It9]4mmmenuaMiilyb9wm»ttoif( 
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M ImpiiMil, aiul «id X wonM imiry to L»il4tg< «# 
Mm IMi thfl moiusr duMtt|r. 

4i«>i4ingl3r I poited ftWfty> snd rtsted not liH I fA* 
lifiMl 9i th« great eity. Then, far mren dmy* wnw m 
tvfily, I bMMged ttM doom of Sir Fraestone, iiMrar 
IcMtekiBg and requesting to be admitted to bie piMfOMW. 
But be was attber not up, or jtut gone out, or bad Afitt^ 
fuy witb bira, cmt wai juit tben wery busy, and not 1^ 
be 8i)oken to, aod so forth. 

At length, when be ibund that I would not qnit hio 
bouse without an answer, be ordered me bofom blin-«r 
His ohariot waited at the arate, and iie stood dieaiiw in 
the hall. As I approachedf» and bowed with tile roppiMit 
and mortified air of a petitioner, he put on a look of M 
most strange and audacious effrontery I ever heboid. 
Wlko are j^ou, friend, said he ; and what may your bm^ 
ness bo'with me 1 I am come, and it please yonr uiH 
near, humbly to tell you, that I am called upon for my 
rent ; and tobessech your Honour to restore me tbe taw 
hundred and thirty pieces you had from me the other n|r. 
Here, soys he to his servants, this must be sonio Miptmf • 
do, who fs oome torob me in broad day, ana in the mid^ 
die of my own people : the fellow says I owe htm mo- 
ney ; I know not that I ever saw his iaoe befoiA ^ I dmsm 
thst you will not suffisr such- a tkuigerous villain toentv 
lay doors any more. And so saying, out ho st^pody 
and trway ha drove. 

O, Slr^ how I was struck to the faeait at that inatanl ! 
I sneaked out scarce half alive, not remerabenng winam 
1 was, or whither I was to go. Alas I I was nz from 
making the speed hack again that I had done in goittf. 
I knew not how to shew my fiice to my Pegnr, or am 
dear little ones, whom I hlid plundered and snpped «f 
their substanee,by stupidly surrendering it withont wii- 
necscs, or a singleline wheveby I might ledaim it At 
length I got home, if home it might be oaQed, that bad 
than' nothing in it, or at least nothing for me. 

Mr. $n«ck had taken the advantage of my absence, to 
poBsesa himself of my form, and of all that 1 waa worth, 
under colour of distraining for rent, he had seized ovarir 
thin^, even the beds whereon my wife andxhiklreB Hfp 
vrith all their wearinjr apparel save what they bad on 
Uieir backs. The bill of ai^pratsement, which I ham 
here, comes to upward of six hundred pounds. Sul, 
when the cattle and other efl^ls were set up to ealo, ttio 
auctioneer and bidders proved of Mr. lSnack*s providing; 
all were intimidated from oflfering any thing, save fbsioo 
who oflR^rad in trust for this charitable agent, and tiip 
whole of my substance went off within tbe value of caao 
yoar^ vsni, oeihg one hnn^«d and'eighty«ive ponndf. 

liever^ exclaimed Mr, Fentoni never did I iMar of 00 
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teeftned and daringr a violation of all law« divine and 
human, and that too under sanction of the most perlect 
trystam of law that ever was framed. But what will not 
iwwer eflfect* when unrestrained by conscience, when 
prompted by avarice, and abetted by cunning ! And is 
there no remedy, Sir ? cried out our hero. , None that I 
know of, my Harry, save where power opposes power in 
frronr of wealmess, or wealth opposes wealth m flavour 
or poverty. 

But we will see what may be done. Mean while let 
Mr. Homely proceed in his naitative. 

When my nmilj/y continued Homely , were thus turn- 
ed out of doors, an old foll^^er made way Ibr them in 
his own cottage, and retired with his wife and daughter to 
• cow*hou8e hard by. Mean while my loving neighbours 
sui^Ued them with sufficient bedding, ana daily kept 
them in victuals, even more than they could eat. 

While I went slowly to see them, sto|>ping and turn- 
ing every minute toward our old habitation, all the hor- 
tun of our situation flew upbraidingly in my fltce, and I 
•ceuaed mwlf as the robber and murderer of eight per- 
aetti, fbr any one of whom I would have spent my life. 

When I stooped to enter their lowly roof, all trembling. 
teid sick at heart, I expected to meet nothing but ihces 
of aversion, and expressions of reproach ; but' when they 
all set up a shout of joy at my appearance, when they 
all crowded clasping and clingmg wtMut me, the violence 
and distraction of my inward emoobn deprived me of 
sensation, and I swooned away. - 

When I revived, I cast a look abokit me, andperoeiv- 




turn, I have deprived you of all that you poraesjted. — 
You were every blessing to me, and I have repaid you 
^th nothing but misery and ruin. 

Do not be concerned, my love, says she, nor repine at 
the consequences of your own goodness and honesty. 
You are' not as God to see into all hearts ; the wisest may 
be deceived ; and the bes^ as I believe, are the most 8Uh> 
jeet to be imposed upon. Common charity must have 
supposed, {oat there could not be such asom as Sir Fiee- 
fltone upon earth. But be of good courage, my husband, 
i« have good news for you ; I dreamed that our dear lath- 
er appeared to me last night : Do not be disheartened, 
my* child, says he; bear the cross that is laid upon you 
with a cheeiiul and £nee will, and all shall be restored to 
you sevenfold upoa «aitli,flBid seventyHsieven fold in the 
nib that has no eadmg. 
^When I found that my Ve$gy, instead of distaste 9X\^ 
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npbMidm^, had nothing bat love in her looks, and oon- 
tolmtion in her expreBsions, I folded heir to my boMmi, 
and to my soul that went to meet her, and I would wffl- 
in^ly have made ber one with my own being. 

My neighbours were not as bhrds of the season ; fhey 
neither despised nor forsook me because 'of my poverty : 
they came crowding to oondole with me ; they advised 
me to apply to the law against Sir Freestone and attor- 
ney Snack ; and they offered to contribute towards my 
journey ; they also joined in this written testimony of mv 
character, and prosperous circumstances, before Snack 
'made his seizure ; and two of them have witnessed, in 
this bit of paper, that when the alarm came of Mr. Kmd- 
ly's death, and of a strange agent being put in his room, 
they heard me say that I did not matter the worst he 
dbiud do, and saw me count down twenty pieces over 
and above my year's rent. , 

The late frignts and fatigues which Peggy underwent 
. during Snack's operations, together with her extremes Of 
joy on my return, and of grief at the fit into which I had 
faUen, hastened on her labour, and she vri0 delivered be- 
fore her time of that Weakly litUe babe whom I buried 
this morning. 

Within six weeks after her childbirth we prepared for 
our journey. Our neighbours, like tlie good Samaritan, 
. had compassion upon him who fell among the thieves. 
They made me up a purse of thirty-five pounds, and pro- 
mised to contribute further towards the carrying on of my 
suit. 

We travelled happily, by easy journeys of a few miles 
a day, tiU, nine days ago, we reached a small village the 
otiic;!' side of St Aiban^s ; there we took up our rest for 
the night, at a house that bad no sien, but let occasional 
lodgings, and sold bread and small oeer. 

As I desired a separate apartment for ourselves, we 
were put into a kind' of waste room, that had no fasten- 
ing to the door except a latch. . After a slender supper 
we lay down to sleep, and I stuffed my breeches close 
under my head with all possible caution. We had made 
an extraordinary journey that day, and I was particulfir- 
ly fatigued by carrying several of my tired.chiidren suc- 
cessively in my arms ; so that we all slept out too sound- 
ly, and when I awoke in the morning, neither money 
nor breecbcja were to be found. 

Such a loss, at another time, would have been as no- 
thing to me; but in our present circumstances it v^as a 
repetition and doubling of all that we had lost before. I 
instantly summoned the people of the house, and in a 
good deal of warmth, charged our landlord with the felo- 
ny, telling him that I had jbeen robbed Of above thirty- 
twee pounds, Why^ master, says he, I kpow nothing to 
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ite oMrtmrF ; bat it wwdd IM vary kM4 iHcbiii if { 
to b« aiwwemblB for tiM hmmty eimmrf «iM ^hmmm 
thUi raid. If you hsd ghwa your Bon«y in diim to 
me, I Would have been eoeountable for it. I beHete, W 
the giief you avs in, that you must have been loaeiw; i 
will therefore foigive you your nckoninf, and give y«a 
a pair of breechen of ray own into the hugain ; hut tldi 
ieali I will do tiU the law ftmses me. 

Aa there wts no remedy, at least for tiie prewnt, I ae* 
oepted hie overture, and aet out. But, O Sir! it is'ioi- 
peaeible to deecribe the horrors of my «oul as I silentlv 
Btepped along, casting an eye of mingled i»ty and de- 
spair upon my children. I cursed in eeciet my own ex- 
istence, and wished for seme sudden thunderbolt to crash 
me into nothing. AH trust in God, or his providence, 
had new wholly forsaken me, and I looked upon him as 
' neglecting all other objects of his wrath, and exertin^^his 
omnipotonee against me and mine atone. 

Peggy, as I suppose, perceived how it was with me, 
and Icepi behind a while, that die might i[ive way to the 
present tumult and distemper of my mtnd ; at length, 
iMfping to administer some matter of comfort to me, she 
rame up, and silently put a few shillings into my hand, 
saying, Courage, my dear Husband, an cannoit be lost 
while we have a God who is mflnitely rich to depend 
upon. ^Ay,8aidl, these are the fruits of yettr dieai^, 
these are your promised blessings that neaven had hi 
store for us. And still has in store, she Teplied : Ibe saae 
hand that-hoMs the rod, holds the comforting staff ales. 
Tell me not of comfort, I cried, I see that tike Aee of God 
is set in blackness and blasdng against me. But, ftw tnm, 
it matters not, had he not taken me at an advantage* He 
sees that I have eight lives, alltlearer than my owp, and 
he is determined to hill me in every one of them. 

Do net cast from you, my love, she said, the only 
crutch th^t the "world and the wretched have to rest 
upon. God is pleased, perhaps, to take all human 
means from utt, that he may show forth the wonders of 
his power in our relief. While any other hope is left, 
we «pe apt to trust to that hope, and we look not towara 
the secret hand by which we are fed and supported : but 
when all is lost, all gone, whefi no other stay is left, 
should sudden mercy come upon us, our' Coinforter 
then becomes vieible, he stands revealed in his greatness 
and glory before us, and we are compfBlled to cry oi|t, 
with unbelieving Thomas, My Lord and my God 1 

Though these pious expostulations of my dearly be- 
loved preacher, iia4 little influenpe, at the time, for 
appeasmg my own passions. I way yet pleased that my 
Peggy had her s0cr^ consolations, >ut lilQe imagiasa 
thgt her prophecy appieaahad so Bter to ito oMipMlMl, 
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V0f twD 4«sr« wa heM m, tivhig on mmbIi tond cad 

3Hk M w^eotrid purchaie at tb« oottagef^tbat bad tin 
tiurity to recoive ua. Bat my boy who wts on tiie 
breMt, grew eveeeding inclr; so we wvre obliged Id 
ffboiten 0ar joanieyg Ibr the two MMiceediiig deys, pertiir 
begging, ana peitiy paying Ibr such viotuals as we room 
procure. Towanr evening we came within sight ef 
this town. Our little money was quite exhausted, fuid 
our child grown tpe ill to benr ftirther travel ; so I look- 
ed about, and peroeiMi some roofless walls that steed 
/iff from the highway, and thither we turned and took 
up ear bleak abode. 

For the three fiollowing days I fiequented the rood, 
''and by begging, procured what scantily kept jbv family 
from perishing. Meantime ray spirit was tamed and 
subdued by the hi^bit of mortification, and I loqked up 
te beaveUj and cried. Pardon, pardon, O ray God ! the 
oflfonces and blasphemies of my murmurings against 
you ! You formerly blessed me with an overabundance 
of blessings, snd that too for a long season } and, as Job 
justly says, Shall we receive good at the hand of God, 
and shall we not receive evil? — O friend, and Saviour 
of sinners ? if thou lovest whom thou ohastenest, and 
reeeivest those whom thou dost soourge, when deatii 
shall have put a period to the sufferings of raoftality, 
may I net numbly look to find grace at the footstool of 
~ the throne of thy mercy 1 

At length our child died this morning, and we buried 
him in our hov^, and watered his grave with the tears 
that we shed for him, and for each other. The rest. Sir, 
you know, till this angel of God wacf sent to accomplish 
the prediction of ray Peggy in til its Ailness. 

Here Homely condudeq ) and after a pkuse and a 
deep sigh, Mr. Fenton demanded, Have you told ipe the 
whole of your history, Mr. Homely 1 I nave, so please 
your Honour; through ever particular of any significa- 
tion.-*-! am sorry for it. Pray think again. Did you 
never meet with any adventure that is yet unrecited 1 
©id you never save any person at your own peril 1— 
No, Sir u o , now 1 recollect 

Some two or three and twenty years ago, as I tied 
from the bailifik who pursued me, as I told you, for the 
bail of my brother, I came to the river Avon ; the flood 
was great and rapid after the late rains, and I thought 
of looking tat a place of smoother water for my passage, 
when a gentleman and lady, attended by a train of ser- 
vants, came riding along the banks. - As they rode, 
chatting and laughing, a fowler, whp was concealed in 
a corpse just at hand, let fly at a bird ; whereupon the 
fiery norse that the eentleman was on took firignt, gnd, 
iriui It boundi suddenly phinged Uito the (fsunent; 
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whereat the lady me a loud shriek, and fell ienselefls 
to the rrouii'd. The horse rose witnoat his rider, and 
swam down the stream. Soon after the rider appeared, 
and the attendants were divided between their care of 
the lady and their lamentations for their master on the 
edge of the bank. Then seeing no other help, my heart 
smote me. and I cast myself in withoiit reflection. I 
kept akior, however, for fear he should grapple at me. 
and shak us both together : sp I supported and shoved 
him before me toward land, till havmg reached the bank, 
I laid h<dd on Jt with one hand, and with the other 
raised him up within the reach of his servants, who had 
stretched themselves flat upon the brink to receive him ; 
then, being already drenched, and having nothing iiirtbef 
to do, I turned and swam over, and so made my escape. 

Did you ask the name of the party whom you saved 
in the manner you say 1 No, truly. Sir, there was no 
leisure for such an inquiry « — ^Why did you not wait for 
the recompense that was so jusUy your due for so great 
a deliverance ? — Recompense ! Please your Honour, I 
could have done no less for the beggar that begs at tlie 
corner. 

Noble, noble fellow ! exclaimed Mr. Fenton ; I-ara be. 
I am he whom you saved that day, my brother ! — And 
so saying, he arose and caught Homely in his arms, and 
pressed, and pressed him over again, to his bosom. 
While Harry, all-impatient, seized hold of Homely also, 
and struggled hard to get him to himself from his fether. 

When they were something composed^ and all again 
seated, Ah, Homely, says Mr. Fenton, I have sent and 
made many inquires after you; but not for many years 
after the day in which you saved me. I hated, 1 loathed 
you for havmg prolonged my life to such a misery as 
no other man ever endured. O — ^h, that lady ! that 

lad3^ ! ^ But no matter for the present (and, so 

saying, he wiped the swelling tear from liis eye.) 

Tell me. Homely— That deVil, Sir Freestone — I am n^ 
of a malicious temper, and vet I wish for nothing more 
than full vengeance on his head.-— —Don't you believe 
that- he went to you, with a felonious intention of de- 
frauding you of your property? — Believe it, Sir! I can 
swear iL The circumstances, and their consequences, 
are full evidence thereof. 

Very well, said Mr. Fenton, though we may not be 
able to carr>' a civil action against nim, we may assail 
him with better advantage in a criminal way. I will 
draw up and take your deposition myself; and, to-mor- 
row, I will send you with a note to Lord Portland, 
where more may be done for you, my Homely, tlian you 
think. 

in the meantime, you and your family shall take up 
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your abode in th& b«ck pflurt of my house,' Md from 
ttience you shall irot depart till, as yOur Peggy's dream 
has it, all your losses shall be restored to you sevenftild 
upon earth ; what your poition may be in heaven, must 
be your own care ; and may the Spirit of grace guide 
you in the wajr you should go ! 

£arly the next morning, Mr. Fenton sent Homely to , 
London with his deposition, and several papers, accom- 
panied by a letter from bimself to Lord Portland. In 
the evenmg, Homely returned, and entering with aikco 
of triumph, Jie seized^^lr. Fenton*s hand, and eagerly 
kissing it. Blessed, blessed be the hand, be cried, that 
hath the power of God, among men, for good works. ^ 
When I sent in your Honour^s letter, I was not detain- 
ed a moment. His Lordship made me sit down, perused 
my papers with attention, questioned me on the par- 
ticulars, grew inflamed against Sir Freestone, and gave 
him two or three hearty curses for an execrable villain. 
He then called a gentleman to him who was in waiting, 
and ordered an attachment to be instantly issued against , 
the knight. It was accordingly executed upon him» 
and he now lies in Newgate. God be praised ! said Mr. 
Fenton, so far there is equity still extant upon earth. 

It is not unnatural to suppose, that Mr. Fenton 's 
lamily were immoderately- fond of those whose fother 
had saved the life of their most dear master. . Mr. Cle- 
ment« in particular, took pains and pleasure in forward- 
ing the boys in their letters ; and Mrs. Clement passed 
most of her ttme very happily with Peggy and her little 
girls. 

Frank, the butler, had been abroad upon an expedi- 
tion, at the time that Mr. Homely's family arrived ; and 
did not return till Homely had come back fVom Lord 
Portland's. He was then informed, with joy, of the 
guests they had got; and he waited with impatience, 
till the man he longed to see should come out ttoin his 
master. As soon as he appeared, he catched one of his 
hands in both of bis, and looking lovingly at him, cried. 
Do I once more behold that happy face, Mr. Homely t 
I was the man to whose bands you delivered my pre- 
cious lord Arom the devouring of the floods. Gladly, 
Heaven ly:nows, would I have sacrificed my own life for 
the salvation of his. But, alas ! I had no skill in con- 
tending with the waters, and the sure loss of my own 
life would not have given the smallest chance for the 
recovery of my master. You are the person, Mr. Home- 
ly, to whom God committed that blessed task and trust : 
and Mr. James, and I, and all of us, have agreed to 
make up a hundred pounds a-piece for ydMr children, 
in acknowledgment of the .benefit you did us on that 
day. 



nm THE POOt Ol* QtTAtirr. 

Hdrtf Hoiiiely iook TnxA t^ry «%tionaftely iiito hk' 
arim, and with a filtering v6\e», «m, Your oflfet. 8b, 
it dear, Tery d^ar, indeed, unto toe as it is a piMt \Sf 
that tote which yoa all so warmly Mar t6 our tovam<in 
}otd and master. If there is any occasion, 'I will iiot 
refuse this extraordinary instance of your beneveh^hci^ ; 
but our master's influence and bounty are doing touch 
in my behalf, and, in the meantime, I will take it as a 
v«ry particular fiiToUr^ if you will be pleased to intro- 
duce me to my fbllow-servattts of this house. 

Within the foUdwing fortnight, a sertani in a rich 
Itrery came on a foaming hbrse, and, delivering a letter 
at the door, rode away directly. The letter ran tht» : 

To HiiriiT FKSTdK, Esq. 

Deal- Sir, 

** The trial of our recreant knight is at hand; ahd^ if 
you insist upon it) shall be prosecuted to the uttoost ex- 
Vbat of our laws. The wretch, indeed, deserves to be 
gibbeted. But he has relations of worth ahd considerd- 
tioit among us. They have besouelit me to shield th^m 
from shame on this occasion ; ana I join them iti re- 
questing you to accept the inclosed order for three thniis- 
jemd. pounds, in favour of your client, together ^ith hia 
farm and eflbcts, which attorney Snack shall immediate- 
ly restore. 

Let mb haire your answer within three c^ys ; and be- 
liete me 

Your true 

ta well as obliged s^rtant, 

N POKTtAWD." 

The day following Mn Ffenton sent Harry, in his 
obariot, attended by Mr. James and two servants in 
livery, to return his ackilolvledgments to the Jiivourite 
of the king. 

Lord Poftlnnd received our hero with pleasure andsur- 
plse equally evident in his countenance. As he piqufed 
himself Un being one of the finest personages in the i^a- 
tion, he secretly respected his own resfetoblance in ano- 
ther. 

After a few mutual compliments, dnd soih^ orciidion- 
fll discourse, the Ekrl told Harty thkt he roust take a pri- 
vate dihuer with him. We ar^ quite dlohe, sayfe he; on- 
lytwo visCdUhts, a baronet, and four ot five gedttenien 
OTthe ministerial quill. Pray, my LoM, said Hlirry stoil- 
ilig, is a dinrter the wHoie of their pension? Not so, Sih 
I ccnafess; ttrey are the SWis^ of the lettered #orld, alid 
Jght for pay. They were fonfi*riy of theopj^dsitfe jttotb; 
but they have changed their opinons along with the» 
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party; md tfur luNiottr obligeii vs to pre tMn At least as 
mwDi in the eAUse of the crown, as they formefrty grot in 
the cause df the poptUace. I dcmbt, my Lord^^RtUniea 
Hany, that theit slieiice wooM answer your ends AiU as 
well as iheir oratory, uiiUmw yotir tr^Miry conld hold out 
in bribing people to read also. Very pleasantly severe 
ihdped, repHtod th« kughing £a& B« come, tiie bell 
ealls us to dinner. 

-When dinner was oirer^ and ebeerftilness eirc^lated 
with the botHe, I would gife a good detH to know, Mr. 
Barry, said the fiarlv Wiiat yod and your Ather think of 
his Migeity and bis ministers? Should I speak my down- 
right saattnients, my Ldrd, ahswered Harry, in some 
tiunga I migM eilend, and m others appear to flatter. O^ 
yott cannot oiftnd in the least, cried the Earl \ we aie 
daily accustomed td be told of dl the fruits wheM»f w« 
ara« or may be, dr might hate been guiJty;and as to flat« 
tery, you know it is the food of us courtiers; Why, my 
Iiflm^ydu Want no champion for Uie present, said Har- 
ly: yoa are aU, as I pensaite, on onoiSide of the question; 
and^ if some ode does^not appciar, however impotent, to 

rose you, the diuttle-cock of contenation may ilin to 
ground. Hlgbt> very right, mr sweet ftHow, rejoin- 
ed his lordship; proceed, you shan have nothing but ikir 
p^y, I promise you. 

To be serious then, said Harry, my fiither thinks, in thd 
drat place, (for I have no manner of skill in sudh matters), 
he thinks^ I say, that his maiesty is one of the greatest 
wairiors and one of the wisest ststesmen that everexist- 
od. He thinks, however, that he has attaehtnehts and 
viefra that look something fVirtherthan the mere interests 
^the people by whom he has been elected; but he says 
that those views ought, in a measure, to be indulged, in 
return for the very great benefits that he has done us. 
He is^ therefore, grieved to find that his Majesty has met 
with so much reluctance and coldness from a nation so 
obliged. 

You are a darling of a poKtidan, ezdaimed the Earl, 
biii we will hot thank you fbr your oomph'ments, tiU we 
know what you have further to object arainstus. 

My ftither admilS) my liord, that his Majesty and his 
ministers tMva re-CfMabhshed and exhibited, in a fhir and 
opMl lights the most glorious' constitution that erer was 
oonstrMt^. But then be appn^hends, that you are be- 
ginning to sap the foundations of the pfle that you yohr- 
waltfoi erfldadi 



A# he^, my dear young Mefltorl Br being over- 

onteous in pay^g former friends, atad by being stiS 

liiore ptoAisa in n^ecuring n^W adherents. — Child of 



honour, cried the Earl, another, less elegaht than yttat« 
self, would have said, that we are sapping the con^Mu- 
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tion by bribery and corruption* Yoa have, indcted, tn^ 
Harry, delicately tempered your admouitions, even like 
the cup of life, the sweets with the bitters. But what say 
you, gentlemen, shall a babe lately from the breast, beai^ 
away the whole palm Arom people grown gray in poli- 
tics! 

The young gentleman, says Mr. Veer, (the principal 
of the court'writers) talks wonderfully fbr one not vers- 
ed in the subject of which he treais. The people of Eng- 
land are stupidly proud and licentiously ungovernable ; 
they, are the moat ig^norant, and yet most obstmate of any 
people upon earth; it is only their being selfish that they 
Decome in any degree manageable: if their voices were 
not bought, they would either give them to persons of 
their own stupid cast, unknowing in our laws or our con- 
stitution, or to men of an antimonarchial and republican 
spirit, who would be perpetually putting rubs before the 
wheels of good government 

I never knew till now. Sir, returned Harry, that, in 
order to make people true to their country, and their 
^ing, that is, in order to make men honest, it was neces- 
sary to corrupt them. But I have still good hopes, that 
the picture wnich you have drawn of our governors is 
not altogether a just one. 

Governors! cries Veer, I spoke not a word of governors. 
You spoke of the people. Sir, says Harry, and they, .as I 
take it, are our governors. The people our governors! 
this is the most wonder Ail and the newest doctrine that 
ever I heard. A doctrine even as old as the constituUon, 
rejoins Harry: They are not only our governors, but 
more absolutely so than any so styled. His Lordship is 
the hnly man in company whose person, in some instan- 
ceSf is exempt from their jurisdiction; but his property re- 
mains still subjected to their decision. . 

No law can be made in Britain but by tlie people in 
their proxies: And, when those laws are mad, the peo- 
ple are again constituted the judges thereof on their 
jrury tribunalSf through their respective shires: as also 
judges of facte and rights, whether civil or criminal, 
throughout the realm. 

Thus their privilege for making laws for themselves 
in PAaLiAMENT, and of judging ot the said laws (when 
made) on Juries, composes, as it were, a rudder, where- 
by the people are admitted (gloriously) to steer the ves- 
sel of tneirown commonwealth. 

Would it not be a pity, then, that so great a people 
should be no other than such as Mr. Veer has described 
them, a parcel of ignorant, licentious, selfish, base, venal 
^ostitutes, unenlightened by reason, and uninfluenced 
by conscience 1 
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if tbey should be reduced, if it is poMibto t hlv, lluit 
they should ever be reduced to so very yile and deplorebis 
a state, it can only be by the very measures that Mr. Veer 
has recommended. The character, as we know, of a cer- 
tain old tempter is not over amiable, and I should be sorry 
that any whom I love and Tespect should foUow.in liui 
steps. 

And now, Gentlemen, take the argument home to - 
yourselves. The people have the disposal of oiff lives. 
Uberties, and properties. Which ot you then woau 
Hke to have life itself, and aU that is valuable hn it at the 
arbitration of « pack of wretches, who, being whoUy sel- 
fish, can have no kindred feelings or compassion fSnr you I 
who, being themselves devoicT of honour /md equi^, 
cannot judge according to the one or the other : WI109 
being alreaay accustomed to influence and prostitution, 
have their ears and hands open to all who would whisper 
or bribe them to your prejudice. 

I, as a fool, Gentlemen, utter the dictates of wisdom, 
for I speak the sentiments of a much wiser and much 
better man than myself. Should a jgeneral corruptioa 
take place in the land, adieu to all virtue ; adieu to- hu- 
manity, and all social connections ! all reason and law, 
all conscience and magistracy, all public and private 
weal, must vanish or be confounded m one chaoe toga* 
ther. And. from hence it is self evident, that he vnio 
debauches the morals of the least of his Majesty's subjects, 
is an enemy to his King, to his country, and mankind. 

I protest) said his Lordship, with some little conAisido. 
I never beheld this matter in the same liaht before ; but 
I shall take care to inspect and examine it at better lei* 
sure. 

Here the company rose to separate ; when Harry step- 
ping towards Veer with an affectionate pleasantly in hti 
countenance, Mr. Veer, sars he, I fear I have miabeheT- 
ed a little to-day ; I am naturally warm, and am apt to 
be too much so on particular subjects. Sir, says Veer. 
I am an old prize-fighter, und accustomed to cuts ; but I 
now know my man, and shall hereafter avoid engaging, 
or keep barely on tlie defensive ; do me the honour, now- 
ever. as old combatants were wont, to shake hands, at 
parting, in token of hearts free from malice. In the con- 
test of love, Mr; Veer, you never shall foil me, cried 
Harry. 

Now, my Lord, if you have any commands fi>r my ft- 
ther, pray let me have the pleasure of being your mea^ 
•enger. Upon my honour, my dear boy, and that is the 
oath of a lord, you shall not part from me for this night at 
least. My father, Sir, will be uneasy. I will deqpateli 
one to him directly; I have particular deaigna upon 
you ; you must go witb me to the leyee ; I CMmot mUf^ 

Vol, II. h 
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Japiter to their Maiestiesr— And pray, what may ytmi 
errand .intend! — ^Mattera of highest importance; that 
they are the ftyonrite representatives of my father upon 
earth ; and that while their Majesties continue the moa- 
archs of a tree and willing people, they are greater than 
if they were regents of an universe of slaves.—- All buaed 
their applause and admiration — It must be he, whisper- 
ed the iLinx;— 4tcan be no other, cried the Queen. — Al- 
bemarle, whispered his Majesty, we have marked this 
youth for our own ; keep your eye upon him, and do 
your best endeavours to engage and bind him to us. 

In the mean time, Harry, on delivering his celestial 
message, flew like a feather f\rom his post, and, casting his 
cloak about him, vanished into an adjoining closet. 

The company now began to gather fast, and Harry 
stealing from his retreat, kept his cloud about his sky, 
and mingled in the crowd. Mr. Clement had accompa- 
nied Mr. Fenton in dominoa. They soon discovered 
Harry, and were highly diverted by the account which 
he gave them of his metamorphosis into a statue. 

While the assembly was dividing into pairs and chatty 
I>a||ies, a phenomenon entered that drew all their atten- 
tion." The Honourable Major Gromley, the lustiest and 
fattest ^oung man in the kingdom, advanced without a 
mask in petticoats, a slobbering bib and apron. He 
carried a large round of bread and butter in one hand, 
while Lady Betsy Minit, an elderly miss of about three 
feet high, held his leading strings with her left hand, and 
in her ri^^ht brandished a birch rod of lengthened autho- 
rity. His governante pressed him forward, and seemed 
to threaten chastisement for his delay ; while the jolly, 
broad, foolish, humourous, half-laughing, half-crying, ba- 
by-fkce of the Major, extorted peals of laughter fhmi aU 
who were present. And this is sufficient to convince 
us, that the performers of the ancient drama could not 
possibly, in masks, excite the passions of nature. No ex- 
cellence of voice or gesture, of action or emphasis could 
compensate for the exclusion of the immediate interpret- 
ers of the soul, U\,e living speech of the eye, and varied 
expression of the countenance. 

After the Mtgor had leisurely traversed the fall length 
of the room, and inimitably executed the whole of nfa 
part^ he retired to undress and assume a new appear- 
ance. 

Mean while, two females entered in very unusual ha- 
bits. The first was dressed in a choice collection of old 
English and Scotch ballads, from Chevy-Chaee and the 
fragment of Hardi-Canute, down to Barbara Allan and 
the Babes in the Wood. The other was.aU hung from 
top to bottom with looking-glasses, 

Imme^tely the crowd gathered »bout them. AU who 
were foi^d of Mx ow» htotpry prefenhte to th^t of otii 
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era, paid their homage, in a circlijig throng, to the quecQ 
of the looking-^laflflea ; while the Jew who nreferred in« 
struction were intent in perusing the fair who was oavet^ 
ed with knowledge. But .the lady of the mirrors did not 
k>ng retain her Yotaiies ; her ghuraes were all emblems oft 
her own disposition ; tney were the glasses of scandsd 
and calumny, andjrepresented the human species in the 
most distorted view ; some lengthened and some wideii- 
ed their objects beyond measure, while others wholly u> 
verted and turned them topsy-turvey* All slunk away 
in disgust from such prospects of their own persons, and 
the reflecting lady was justly left to flitter apart flroift 
society. 

The next who entered was a Goliath, all sheathed m 
complete steeL He advanced with slow and majestic steps 
to the side-board, and asking ibr a flask of cnami>agney 
turned* it down without taking it once from his head. 
He then demanded another, and another, and so on, till- 
the provedore, who had looked and longed in vaCn to«eo 
him drop, ran panic-struck to his master, and in a half 
whisper, said, M^.Lord, your cellars will scarcely sufl^ee 
to quench the thirst of one man here; he has alread^ 
turned down flfteen flasks of champaign, and still is un* 
satisfied and calls for more. Then prive him fifteen liogs- 
heads, replied tbe earl laughing ; and if that will not an- 
swer, send out for more. . 

In the mean time, the mailed champion had withdrawn 
from the side-board, and with a large drinking glass in 
his hand, advanced till he got into the midst of the as* 
sembly. He then turned a little instrbment that was 
fixed m a certain part of his double-cased armour, and 
filling the xlasstothe brim, he unclasped the lower part 
of his beaver, and accosting a Peruvian. princess who 
stood just opposite, Permit me the honour. Madam, says 
he of drinking your Highness' health. So saying, tfift 
liquor was out of sight m a twinkling. Will your Koyal 
Highness, continued he. be pleased to try how you rel- 
ish our European wines 1 I am obliged to you, Sir, said 
sjiie, I am actually athirst; then, raising her mask below, 
she pledged him to the bottom. Her companion, a shin** 
iug Arcadian, advanced and requested the same favomc* 
Then another, and another lady, and several ethers in 
succession, all of whom he graciously gratified till, he 
was nearly exhausted. Some of the men then pressed 
to him ; and entreated for & glass : No, no. Gentlemen, 
said he, go And be served elsewhere; I am a mevehant 
for ladies alode, I import no liquors for vile male-ani- 
mals. 

Our former acquaintance, Mr. Hardy, had adventured, 
according to promise, without a mask.. Afier IooIqm 
about a while for some object of his gallantry,4M fixea 
Yo .11. M 
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upon t. laAf of a very elegant shape and sprightly ajH 
pearance* 

When (hey had bandied between them some occa- 
sional chat, of more smartness than humour, and more 
wU than meaning, he called for a fovourite aix> smd led 
the fiiir one a minuet, in which they both performed assez 
Hen. 

He now began to grow more warm in his addresses. 
If yoor ftce, Madam, said he, should happen to be an- 
swerable to the enchantments of your form, and the sy- 
ran in your voice, I beseech you to keep that mask on 
foreveif the safety of mankind is interested in my request. 
But suppose, said she, that my face should happen to 
prove an antidote to the dans^er ot my other charms ? 
Then Madam, let me see it by ail means, and make haste, 
I pray you, before I am past remedy. I see, said she, 
tittermg, I see that you are already more than half a dy- 
ing man i poor wretch, I pity vou^ and have taken it 
into my head to slay you outright, m order to put you 
out of pain. 

So saying, die drew her mask on one side, and shew- 
ed him, indeed a very lovely countenance. But while 
his flood of Qomptimentary eloquence was iust upon 
breakine forth. Hush, Sir, cried the lady, I will not hear 
a syllable, till you first return the comphment that I have 
paid you, and let me see what you have got under that 
vizard of yours. Here Hardy, in spite of impudence, 
stood mute with astonishment The lady burst into a 
laugh ; the joke was caught and spread like wiki-flre ; the 
laugh grew universal ; all eyes were upon poor Hardy, 
anaa hundred tongues cried at once, Your mask, Sir, yoor 
mask, take off your mask, for the lady ! This was-s^e- 
thiog more than human assurance could stand. Hardy 
retired with precipitate confusion, and justly suffered for 
the presumption of his boasted facility of conquests over 
the fair. 

Our hero had hitherto kept himself concealed, being 
secretly ashamed of the lustre of his apparel ; but, at Mr. 
Fenton's desire, he laid his cloak aside, and instantly all 
the eyes of the assembly were upun him. In order to 
avoid their gaze, he advanced into the throng, where a 
parcel of circling females asked him a number of insig- 
nificant questions, to which he returned, in kind, answers 
pr«tty U^arly as insignificant 

At length a Diana approached, whose diamond cres- 
cent was of the value of a princely ransom. She took 
him carelessly by the hand, and said, Come,^brother Mer- 
cury, let us give these mortals a sample of what we ce- 
lestials can perform. Lead where you please. Madam, 
said Harry, i cannot miss my wieiy, while I tread in the 
Hffht of so fair a moon. 
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The lady called to the orchestra for a saraband, and 
all made ample room, attentive to the motions of the 
shining pair. 

The dance began, and the spectators in a mdnner slip' 
pressed their breathing, for fear of giving^ or receiving toe 
smallest intenuptioD. The performers stepped masic^ 
their action was grace, and they seemed with difficulty 
retained to the floor over which they moved. They end- 
ed, and the assembly was still mute with astonishment,, 
till they broke out into a general murmur of praise. 

Mr. Mercury) said Diana, the story of Argus tells us, 
that you were formerly accustomed to set fulk to sleep ; 
but, for the present, you have opened all eyes to obser- 
vation. Ah, Madam, answered Harry, could I have 
guessed at the moon that was to shine this ni?ht, I should 
nave assumed a very different character, what charac- 
ter, I pray you ? That of £ndymion. Madam. I wish, 
she whispered, that you were a prince, or that I were a 
peasant ; and so saymg, she turned from him, and mixed 
m the crowd. 

Harry was next addressed by a shepherdess, and again 
by a nun. But he declined, as honourably as he could, 
to tend the flock of the one, or to be the cause of any 
breach of vows in the other, observing to her, that she 
had already taken the veil. The boy is a Fool, said 
she ; I know it, said Harry. 

A gipsey then accosted, and taking him by the hand. 
Will you be pleased. Sir, to be told your fortune ? said 
she. By no means^ my sweet^voiced Cassandra, answer- 
ed Harry ; I would avoid, above all things, prying into 
futurity. Knowledge. Sir, is surely desirable, and above 
all, foreknowledge. Not so, said Harry: foreknowledge 
of 0vil would but double the miseiy ; and foreknowledge 
of good would deprive me of hope by certainty , and hope 
is a blessing, perhaps, preferable to possession. Tell me, 
Sir, and tell me truly, did you ever yet see the girl that you 
could like ? Yes, Madam, two or three, for whom 1 have, 
conceived a very tender friendship, but no one yet for 
whom I have conceived a passion. Ah then, Mr. Mer- 
cury, said the gentle prophetess, I have only to desire the 
last cast of your office ; when I am dead, be so grateflil 
as to waft my friendly spirit to the shades ot Elysium, 
there to join Dido, and other unfortunate lovers. 

So saying, she turned and retired, with a sigh that en- 
tered and sunk into ^e heart of our hero. 

The company now began to depart, when the Earl of 
Albermarle, coming up to Harry, took him a little apart, 
and throwing bis arm over his shoulder, pressed him to 
him, and said. My dear fallow, you have done me sin- 
gular honour this night ; pray double the favour to me. 
By letting me fee you again speedily) and as often as 
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voa can. For fhd present, yon must not eo, till tbeir 
Majefitlies have spolren with yon. Not to-nignt, so pleasef 
your excellency, answered Harry : at all other times t 
shall be ready to attend and serve their Majesties without 
any mask. 

The next morning Mr. Fenton was much sorprised bv 
fl visit firom the great man. Paring breakfast, the Earl 
pressed eagerly for Harry's attendance at court, and pro- 
mised every advantage and honour that the eroWfi could 
bestow. Yon must pardon me, my lord, said Mr. Fen- 
ton. I am willing to advance to you two hundred thou- 
sand pounds more toward his Majesty's present cxp^l- 
Uon against the French, whom I look upon to be our 
natural and salutaiy enemies. They are as Carthage 
was to Rome, they hold us in exercise, and keep a quar- 
relsome people from falling out among themselves. In- 
deed, my Lord, I am desirous of gratifying my rbyal 
master with any thing except the sacrifice of my child. 
I cannot part with him UH his edncation is co^ptctea : 
and then, if he answers my expectations, I doubt I may 
be more unwilling to part with htm thart 6ver. 

In the afternoon our company went again to the 
tower, to see as well as to hear the recent story of the 
great lion and the little dog. ^ 

They found the place thronged, and all were" obliged 
to pay treble prices on account of the unprecedented no^ 
veity of the snow ; so that the keeper, in a short space, 
acquired a little fortune. 

The great cage in the front Was occupfed by a beast, 
who, by way of pre-eminence, was called the king's Ron ; 
and while he traversed the limits of his straitened domin- 
ions, be was attended by a small and ver^ beautilbl* black 
spaniel, who firisked and gamboifed al^out him, anoT at 
times, would pretend to snarl' and bite at him ; and agaitt 
the noble anhnal. with an air of fond complacence, 
would hold down his head, while the little creature licked 
his formidable chops. Their hiistory, as the keeper-relat- 
ed, was this : 

It was customary for all, \^ho were unable orunwiDin'g 
to pay their sixpence, to bring a dog or cat ad an otiflatioh 
to the beast in lieu of money to the keeper. Among om- 
ers, a fellow had caught up this pretty Dlatek spaniel ill' 
the streets, and he was accordingly thrown into the cage 
of the ^reat lion. Immediately the little animal trembled 
and shivered, and crouched and threw itself on its back, 
and put forth its tongue, aind' held up its pliws, in sup- 
plicatory attitudes, as an acknowledgment of superior 
J>ower, and prayine for mercy, in the meati time, the 
ordly brute, instead of devouring it, beheld it with an eye 
of philosophic inspection. He turned it over With oite 
paw, and then turned it with the other ; and' smelltedtb it; 
and seemed desirous of courting a further acquaintance. 
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The keeper on Meini tbis, lirought a laree mcM ofbis 
own family cUnner; but t)ie lion feept aloofj! and renised 
fo eat, Retntine liis eye on tbe dog, and inviting bim u 
it frere lo be bia (Bsler. At leneUi, the little anlDuPil 
Rara being lomewhat ibated, Bt)!! his eppelite quickened 
by tlie smeF! of the yioCualg, he approarhed aloiTlf, and, 
trith ttcmbling, ventured td eat. The lion then advanc- 
ed gently sndoeean to partake, end they flniehed thcii 
meA very lovinEiy toBeOier. 

From Ihle day the alrjcleat friendship cojnnienced bo- 

SconilBtinc of all poeaible afTeC' 
e part ofthelion, and of the nt- 
Idnene on the part of the doe; fn- 
— ^' "■ ■•- — - ileep, with- 

...^ spaniel, and had adver- 

lo the finder, at length beard 

Youeee, 



ay himeelf 
ifce jawa ol 
d lost the s) 



p«ty, you murt even be pleased tc ^^ 

It i* a taak that I would not engage in for Ave nnndret 

S' uineaa. The gentleman rose i[ito great nratb, but A 
ally choae to acquiesce, rather than nave a personal dia 
pute with tbe lion. 



.. _» accordingly cut in piecen, end givt 

when imoiediately, the liltle brule, whose appetite b 



in Hie ftce of the Hi 
Fbeihe ofTcni 

r, aniTseenK- _. ..._ ._ 

attempted to eat a bit till hie &vouiite had tacitly 
given peimlMlon. 

Whan (hey were both eorEed, tiie lion atretdied and 
tinned Tumaelf. and lay down in an evident posture fbi 
repose, bul this hia sportive companion would not admit 

Be frisEed, and ganibaled about him. barked at bim, 
nouJ^ now Bcrape and tear at his' head with fais claws, 
and again seize nim bj the ear, and bite and pull away; 
while the noble beastappeared affected by no other sen- 
timent save that of pleasure and complarencc. 

But let ua proceed to the (raeic catastrophs of thii 
eitraordinary elory ) a story stilt Imown to many, as 
delivered down by tradition flrom father to ac- 
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creaturei. For a time, the lion did not appear to con- 
ceive otherwise than that his favourite was asleep. He 
would continue to smell to him, and then would stir him 
with his nose, and turn him over with his paw ; but 
finding that all his efforts to awaken him were vain, he 
would traverse his cage from end to end at a swift and 
uneasy pace, then stop and look down upon him with a 
fixed and drooping regard ; and again kfl his head on 
Jiigh. and open his horrible throat, and prolong . a roar, 
as or distant thunder, for several minutes together. 

They^ attempted, out in vain, to convey the carcase 
from him ; he watched it perpetually, and would sufller 
nothing to touch it The keeper then endeavoured to 
tempt him with variety of victuals, but he turned firom 
jdl that was offered with loathing. They then put 
several living dogs into his cage, and these he instantly 
tore piecemeal, but left their members, on the floor. His 
passion being thus inflamed, he would dart his fangs 
into the boards, and pluck away large splinters, arid 
again grapple at the bars of his cage, and seem enraged 
at his restraint from tearing the world to pieces. 

Again, as quite spent, he would stretch himself by 
the remains of his beloved associate, and gather him in 
with hib paws, and put him to his bosom : and then 
utter under roars of such terrible melancholy as seemed 
to threaten all around, for the loss of his little playfel* 
low, the only Ariend, the only companion that he had 
upon earth. 

For five days he thus .languished, and gradually de- 
clined, without taking any sustenance, or admitting any 
comfort ; till one morning, he was found dead, with his 
head lovingly reclined on the carcase of his little friend. 
They were ooth interred together, and their grave plen- 
tifully watered by the tears of the keeper, and his loudly 
lamenting fkmily. — But to return. 

When our company were on their way from the 
tower to their lodgings. Sir, said Harry, what we have 
just seen reminds me of the o^nion of my friend Peter 
Patience, that one who is fearless cannot be provoked. 
You saw how that little teasing, petulant wretch had 
the insolence to fly in the face of his benefactor, without 
offending or exciting in him any kind of resentment. 
True, Harry, for the lion was sensible that his testy com- 
panion was little and impotent, and dependeo upon 
him, and had confidence in his clemency, and therefore 
he loved him with all his fkults. Anger, however, in 
some cases, is net only allowable, but Becomes a duty. 
The scripture says, "Be angry, but sin not." We 
ought to feel and fear fbr others ; and lust, violence^ an(} 
oppression of every sort, will ejcite |he md|gnatiou of 
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a g^enerous and beneTolent person, though hi nuty not 
fear for^iimself. 

After supper, Harry appeared to ruminate, and snd^ 
How comes it, Sir, that creatures not endued with rec- 
son or conscience, shall 'yet in the afltetions that are 
peculiarly called humane, exceed even most of the human 
species ? You have seen that it was the case between 
the lion and little dog. 

It was the opinion, my Harry, of an ancient phUoeO" 
pher. that God was the soul and spirit of brutes ; c^tf 
this he judged from observing that what we call instinct 
was incomparably wiser, more sagacioUs, and more ao- 
compliahlng for attaining its ends, throughout its sphere 
of action, than the most perfect human reason. Kow, 
had this philosopher, instead of saying that God was 
the soul of brutes, oarely alleged, that he ruled and 
dictated within them, he would not have gone a titUe 
wide of the truth. 

God, indeed, is himself the beauty and the benefit of 
all his works. As they cannot exist but in him and by 
him, so his impression is upon them, and his impregna- 
tion is through them. 

Though the elements, and all that we know of nature 
and creature, have a mixture of natural and physical 
evil; God is, however, throughout an internal, though 
often a hidden principle of good, and never wholly de- 
parts from his right of dominion and operation in hin 
creatures : but is, and is alone, the beauty and benefi- 
cence, the whole glory and graciousness that. can possi- 
bly be in them. 

As the apostle says, '* The invisible things of God are 
made manifest by the things that are seen." He is the se- 
cret and central light that kindles up the sun. his dazEhng 
representative ; and he lives, enlightens, and comforts in 
the diffusion of his beams. 

His spirit inspires and actuates the air, and is in it a 
breath of life to all his creatures. He Dlooms in the 
blossom, and unfolds in the rose. He is firagrance in 
flowers, and flavour in fruits. He holds infinitude in 
the h<dlow of his hand, and opens bis world of wonders 
in the minims of nature. He is the virtue of every 
heart that is softened by a sense of pity, or touch of be- 
nev<rience. He cooes in the turtle, and bleats in the 
lamb ; and through the paps of the stem bear, and im-- 
placable tigress^ be yields forth the milk of loving kind- 
ness to their little ones. Even, my Harry, when wa 
hear the delicious enchantment of music, it is bi^t an 
external sketch, a distant and fkint echo of those senti- 
mentid and rapturous tunings that rise up, throughou' 
thejmmensity of our God, from eternity to eternity, . 

thus an things are secretly pregnant witll tbeir Q^ 
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And ttM lover of sinners, the universal Redeemer, is a 
|>riBdpie' of good tdtbin them, that contends vnth tlbe 
malignity of their lapsed state. And thus, as the apos- 
U^'tpeilBi, << AU nature is in travail, and grqaneth to be 
a^jetBA from the evil:'* till the breath of the love di 
God lAtall kindle upon the final fire, out of which the 
new heavens and new earth shall come forth, as' gtdd 
ieven times refined, to shine for ever and ever i ** 

Harry, agreeable to his covenant with Signer Vdlanti, 
had p&n^neQ the following adverttaement, and inserted it 
ia ftu the public papers, to wit: — ^"On Saturday next, 
lietvreen toe hours of ten and twelve in the fi)Tenbon, 
the celebrated Dominico Jachimo Tonino Vcdanti will 
t«lce his flight from the spire of Clement's steeple, and 
•light at the distance of two bows shot, on the Strand ; 
and this he will perform before the eyes of all people.^' 

On the impatienti[y'«xpected mommg, Harry took Mr. 
Clement with him. in a nackney chaise, and found an 
innumerable concourse, as well of the gentry in their 
(arriages, as of the populace on foot» London hlul 
poured forth its numbers to behold this astonishing sight 
The windows were all eyes on every side, and the house 
tops were hung with clusters of people as of bees. 

Afier Harry had surveyed the crowd with inward 
Utilfttion, he whispe^d to Clement, and said, You shafl 
see now, what a sudden discomfiture I will make of this 
hiige army. 

He then put forth his head, and said to aU around. 
Do not ye perceive, my firiendSj what fools we are ^1 
made^ do not ye remember that this is Hiejirsi qf April :? 
He had scarce spoken the words, when tiiey spread 
4^om man to man, and soon, were muttered tbrouehout 
the assembly. And then louder, and more loud, the 
iiarst (tf April, the Jirst of April, was repeated all about. 
The company now began to be in motion. . All heads 
were instantly withdrawn from the late thronged win- 
dows, and the house-tops began to be deared with a 
shameful caution. 

Immediately was heard the rolling of many wheels, 
and the lashing of many whips, while every coachman 
pressed through the crowd, impatient to deliver his 
honourable flneight ft>om the public shame. But the pnib* 
fie now began to relish a joke that was so much against 
their biBtters; and in peals of laughter, and united «iouts 
of triumph, they echoed and re-echoed after them, AprU 
fdob f AprUJoob / 

Among others Lord bottom had come with his £riend 
Rakel^, in an elevated phseton, of which his Lorddiip 
wlui charioteer. As th^ happened to brush dose by 
Bany ^ carriage, swearing, and puffin^^, and lashing, and 
c^siiig at the crowd, Harry cried to his old enemy, You 
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need not be in so violent a hurry, my Lord; periiaps 
you are not flO great ti Tool as you inraffifle. 

The ibolfl of'fesbion' Were scared witndrawn, w)iei| a 
long and strone rope was letdown from the top -of the 
steeple^to which it was fastened at the upper end. A 
man then, laying hold on it below» dragged it along 
through the croM, and braced it, at a great distance, to 
an iron ring that was stapled into appst, purposely sunk 
on a level with the pavement Tbey Uieft brought a 
large and well stuffed feather-bed, and fixed it undisr the 
cord where it joined the ring. 

In the meantime Volanti appeared on the top of the 
steeple, and bending cautiouny forward, and' getting 
the oord within an iron groove that was braced to his 
bosom, he pushed himself onward, and with a kindling 
rapidity, flew over the heads of the shouting multitude, 
poising himself with expanded legs and arms, as he, 
passed, tHl he was landed, without damage, on his yield- 
mg receiver. And in the very next papers, llatry pub- 
Itthed the following advertisement, to wit : 

*' Befote the first of April next Signor Dominico 
Jachimo Tonino Volanti, by the help of canvas wings 
contrived for the purpose, purposes to fly over-sea frohi 
Dover to Calais, and invites ail his London firiends to- 
come and see hiui set out." 

Harry had now seen whatever London could exhibit 
of elegant, curious, or pleasing ; and Mr. Fenton judged 
it time to hold up to liim the melancholy reverse of this 
picture ; to show him the house (\f mourning^ the end 
of all men; to show him the dreary shades and fright- 
till passages of mortality which humanity shudders to 
think of, but through which human nature of necessity 
must go. 

For this purpose he took him to the Gknsbal Hob- 
nTAL. where death opened all his gates, and showed 
himself in all his ibrms. But the ^reat poet, on this 
occasion, has anticipated all description : 

Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appear'd — sad, noisome, dark. 
A lazar-hottse It seem'd, wherein were laid 
Kumbers of all diseas'd, all hialadies 
Of ehastly spasm, of rackine torture, qualms 
Of heart-sicK agony — all fev'rous kinds, 
Convulsions, epilepses, fierce catarrhs. 
Intestine stone and ulcer ; colic pangs. 
Demoniac phrensy, moping melancholy, 
And moon-struck madness ; pining atrophy. 
Dropsies, and asthmas, and ipint racking rheums. 
Dire was the tossing, deep me groap — Despair 
Tended the sick, buidest from couch to ix)uch, 
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And Ofet them triumphant Death hia dart 
Shook^ bat delayed to atrike, though oft InvokM 
With Towa aa toeir chief good. 

MiLTOir. 

WhUe Mr. Fenton led hia papQ through groaning gal- 
leriea, and the chambera of death and disease, Harry let 
down the leaf of hia hat, and drew it over his eyes, to 
conceal hia emotions. All that day he was silent, and 
his countenance downcast ; and at night, he hastened to 
bed, where he wept a large tribute to the moumfally 
inevitable condition of man's miserable state upon earth. 

The next day Mr. Fenton took him to the Bethlehem 
hospital for idiots and lunatics. But when Harry be- 
held and contemplated objects so shocking to thought, 
so terrible to sight ; when ne had contemplated, I say, 
the ruin above all ruins, human intelligence and human 
reason so fearfully overthrown ; where the ideas of the 
soul, though distorted and misplaced, are quick and all 
alive to horror and agony ; he grew sick and turned 

Sale, and suddenly catching bis uncle by the arm. Come, 
ir, let us go, said he, I can stand this no longer. 

When they had reached home, and that Harry was 
more composed : Are all the miseries. Sir, said be, that 
we have witnessed these two days, the consequences of 
sin 1 Even so, indeed^ my Harry, all these, and thous- 
ands more, equally pitiable and disgusting, are the natu- 
ral progeny of that wo-bc«etting parent. Nor are those 
miseries confined to hospitals alone ; every house, nay 
every boeom, is a certain though secret lazar-house, 
where the sick-couch is preparing, with all the dismal 
apparatus, for tears and lamentations, for agonies and 
death. 

Since that is the case. Sir, who would lau^h any 
more 1 Is it not like feasting in the midst of fkmme, and 
dancing amidst the tombs ? 

All things in their season, my deai^ provided that 
those who laugh be as though they laugora not, remem- 
bering that they must weep ; and provided that those 
who weep be as though they wept not, having joy in 
their knowledge that the fashion of this world qmckly 
passeth away. . 

On the following day, Mr. Fenton returned to Hemp- 
stead, leaving Harry and Mr. Clement abili^ to indulge 
the benevolence of their hearts. 

One evening, as our companions were drinking tea 
in the Temple-Exchange Coffee-house, a man advanced 
in years, but of a very respectable appearance, got up, 
and addressed the assembly t 

Gentlemen, said he, among the several hoapitala ftnd 
other charitab|9 founaations th«t huve done nonoyr to 
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the faumftiiity of the inhabitants of this city, there is one 
still wanting, which, as I conceive, above all othen, 
would sive distinction to the beneficence of its fbunden ; 
it is a nouse for repenting prostitutes, an asylum for 
unhappy wretches who have no other home, to whom 
all doors are shut, to whom n6 haven is open, no halH- 
tation or hole for rest, upon the face of the earth. 

Most of them have been seduced Arom native inno- 
cence and modesty by the arts of cruel men. Many 
have been deceived under promise and vows of rnarriage : 
some under the appearance of the actual ceremony, and 
aAerwards abandoned, or turned forth to infamy by their 
barbarous and base undoers. Shall no place then be 
left for rei)entance, even to those who do repent 1 For- 
bid it charity, forbid it manhood. Man is bom the 
natural protector of the weakness of woman ; and if he 
has not oeen able to guard her innocence from invasion, 
he ought at least to provide a reception for her return 
to virtue. 

I have the plan of this charitable foundation in my 
pocket ; and if any of you, gentlemen, approve my pro- 
posal, and are wiUing to subscribe, or to solicit your 
friends to so beneficent a purpose, I request your com- 
pany to the tavern over the way. 

Hero the speaker walked toward the door, and was 
followed by Harry and Clement, and thirteen or fourteen 
more of the assembly. 

When the company was seated round a large table, 
the gentleman produced his plan, with a summary of 
the rules and institutes for the conduct of the house, 
which he proposed to call the Magdalene house : A plan 
which hath smce been espoused, and happily executed 
by others, without ascribing any of the merit to the first 
projector. 

As all present applauded the manner of the scheme, 
and intention of the charity, each of them subscribed 
from a hundred to twenty pounds, till it came to Harry's 
turn, who subscribed a thousand pounds in Mr. Fenton's 
name. 

I suppose,; Sir, said one of the company, that your 
largest contributions will arise flrom the ladies, as the 
whole is intended for the benefit of the sex.* I shall 
not, answered the gentleman, apply to a single lady on 
this occasion. Not one of them will dare to contnbuto 
a penny, lest it should be thought that they partly allow 
in themselves the vices that they can pardon or patronize 
in others. It is this that ihakes the case of the wretehes, 
whom we are about to befriend, deplorable beyond meat 
sure. They are first betrayed by our sex, and then 
driven out to irretrievable infiimy and n^isery by their 
pwQ, For women to women sre as turkeys to turkeys ; 



190 THP FOOL OF QUAJ.ITT. 

do but cast a little dirt upon tjie l^ead of any <me of 
them, aiid the test of toe flock combine, in ah ins&ntyfb 
pick out her eyes, and to tear her to pieces. 

Mr. Mole, a learned philosopher, and a man of princi- 
pal fi|Ure in thf$ present company, then addressied the 
prpjeptor, and said, If you will admit me, Sir, into part- 
nership in the conduct of your scheme, I will engage to 
levy contributions to the amount of some thousands pYer 
and above the hundred I have already subscribed. You 
are heartily welcome. Sir, replied the gentleman, ^ithet 
to join or take the conduct of the wholb upon yourself, 
provided the §ood is done, I care pot by what means ; 
all m^ ends wiH be . answered ; I wish to be nameless. 
That IS not fiiir neither, said another of the comi)any ; 
you, Mr. Goodville, had the trouble of contriving this bu- 
siness, and you ou^ht at least to have the honour, if not 
the conduct of your own plan. . 

Mr. Goodville ! Mr. Goodville ! exclaimed Clement in 
a surprise, eagerly staring at him, and recollecting, as 
from a dream, the altered features of his quondam friend 
and benefactor. Pray,, Sit, do you rementbet any thin^ 
of one Clement, a worthless young fellow, whom once IH 
your goodness you condescended to pakonize 1 Clement I 
Clement! cried Mr. Goodville, getting up, and hastening 
to him, and catching him in his arms ; My dear, my dfiar 
Clement, my man of merit and misfortunes, ho^ rejoic- 
ed am I to find you ! God be praised, God be praised, it 
is at length in my power to do somethings material for 
you. But come with me to another room, I have some- 
thing to say to you ; we will leave these gentlemen, th^ 
while, to think nirther of the plan that lies before them. 

When Mr. Goodville and Clement had withdrawn, Mr. 
Mole, said one o^ the company, you are concerned in a 
number o! these public benefoctrons. Yes, Gentlemen'^ 
answered I\f ole, I Believe there is no charitable institution 
of any note in London in which I am not a tnisteee, and 
to which I am not a contributor. For, though I do not 
set up for sanctification by faith ; yet I think I nsay pre- 
tend to some justification oy charity. Let the vulgat herd 
Fay their priesthood for cheating them but of their sensed. 
^iVe nothing to the fat imposters, or their lucrative ft- 
ble ; my substance is little enough for myself and ^e 
fioor. Why, pray. Sir, said Harry, ate you not a Chris- 
tian ? No indeed. Master, answered Mole, nor any man 
who has sense enough to think for himself. Be pleased 
then, cried Harry, to hand me that paper a moment \ 
here. Sir, I dash my name and contribution troin. the list 
of the subscribers. He who denies glory io God in the 
highest, can never have peace or goodruml toward men ; 
and so. Sir, jrou shaU never be the almoner of a penny 
m my money. " 
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Tod talk fis jroa look, my dear, cried Mole ; Hko one 
JtiBt Sloped trcfta the nursery, where you were anHghted 
1^ tale of gbosta and hobgoblins. I acknowledge, Gen- 
fiemen, the benefit and beauty of morality in its fullest 
4iienti and had Jesus, the Christian prophet, confined 
himself to his system of mor^ precepts, I think he would 
justly have been esteemed the greatest philosopher and 
^gisTatof that ever breathed. But when he, or rather 
nis disciples in bis name, in order to enhance the autho- 
tity ot their mission, pretended to divinity in their mas- 
ter, the low-bYed and ignorant wretches pulled together 
iBigainst the grain, and compounded such a strange 
Medley of fighting inconsistencies, and self evideiit ab- 
surdities, as are wliolly eversive of every principle of 
right, reason and common sense. They taught that God 
Vfia made a man : That, in order to expiate the sing of 
tire world, (he innocent was appointed to suffer for the 
ttullty : That the sihs of ail offenders were to be impu- 
ted to one who had never offended: and that the right- 
eoUsAes» of him, who had never offended, was to 6e im- 
puted to crimiimls of the deepest dye : That the Creator 
(^ttbifiditted himself to the malignity of his creatures and 
(hat God himself died ai shameful death on the cross. And 
tibis, genflemen^ makes such a heap of .ridiculous inco- 
nefences, such contradictions in sense and terms, as ex- 
ceeds even the worship of apes and serpents, leeks and 
otiton's, and the other garbage of £gypt 

You are a villain, and a tnief, and a Tiar, cried Harry, 
aKogetber inflamed' with choler. Mole, on hearing these 
terms of highest affront and reproach, instantly caught up 
flL botQe. and threw it at our hero's head ; but it happily 
missecf him, and only bruised the fleshy part of the sbouf- 
det of the gentleman who sat next. Harry instantly 
S]>rUng Up and made at Mole, while the company rose also 
and attempted to interfere; but some he cast on one hantf, 
and some on the oth^r, and overturning such as directly 
Apposed him, fie reached Mole, and wim one' blow of his 
fiflt on the temple, laid him motionless along the floor. 
Then, looking aown' on his adversary, I should be sorry, 
said he, that the wretch would die in his jpresent state 
of reprobacV; here; drawer, run quickly and bring me a 
surfi;eon. Then, returning: to his place, he sat doWn 
with grekt composure. 

After a pause he lool^ed abound ; I hope. Gentlemen; 
said' he, that none of you are hurt. Indeed I am much 
concerned' foir having, in" any degree, contributed to youV 
distUfbancie. But, nad any of you a dear benefactor and 
patron, to whom you were obund beyohd measure, whom 

Sm' IbVed'and hohoured above all^ings, could you bear 
hear him defamed and vilified to your face 'f No cer- 
Umtt vomewa ond mdn ; No man could: beair it, efied 
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another : Bttt, prey, asked a third, how came you to eall 
the gentleman a thief 1— Because, replied our hero, he 
attempted to rob me of my whole estate. He endeavour- 
ed to thieve from me the only friend I had in the uni- 
▼eiM, the friend of my heart, the peace and rest of my 
tHMom ; my infinite treasure, my never-ending delight ! 
the flriend without whom I would not choose to be; 
without whom existence would become a curse and an 
abhorrence unto me. Happy young creature, exclaimed 
an elderly gentleman, I understand you ; you mean 
your Christ and my Christ, the friend who has already 
opened his early heaven within ]^oo. 

By this time Mr. Mole began to move ; whereupon 
Harry rose, and putting his hand in his pocket. Here, 
gentlemen, said he, is one guinea for the surgeon, and 
another for the reckoning. When my companion re- 
tums» be pleased to tell him I am gone to our lodgings ; 
for I will not stav to hold further converse or altercation 
with that bane or society, that pest, which the rulers in 
darkness have commissioned to spread contagion, dis- 
temper and death amone men. 

Harry went early to Bed, but lay restless, and much 
disturbed in his spirit all night Mr. Clement had heard 
the jMurticulars of our hero's behaviour, which he partly 
disapproved ; but, as he saw him already dejecte(d, he did 
not cnoose to expostulate with him for the present 

The next day they returned to Hampstead, where Mr. 
Fenton, notwithstanding the constrained smiles of his 
Harry, observed an unusual cloud and uneasiness in his 
countenance. I want to speak with you, my love, said 
he ; and beckoning him into his closet, he took him af- 
fectionately by the hand, and made him sit beside him. 
Wfcnt is the matter, my dear, said.he, looking concerned- 
ly in his face ; what is it that has disturbed the peace of 
the lx>som of my beloved 1 

Ah ! Sir, cried Harry, I am indeed very unhappy. I 
doubt that I am partly losing my fkith, and the fear of 
that has given me inexpressible horror. It is like tear- 
ing me from a fort, out of which there ia no home or rest 
for me in the universe. 

Here Harry made a recital of the late affah* to his pat- 
ron, and having closed his narrative. Is not this very 
wonderfbl. Sir, said hie, how or where in the world could 
this Mole nave mustered together such arguments against 
reason, such appearances against truth? How must the 
vulgar and illiterate be sti^gered by such objections, 
when even I, who have been bred, as I may say, at the 
feet of GamsJiel, have not been able to answer them, 
otherwise than by the chastisement which the blasphe- 
mer received at my hand. 

Hen Mr. Fenton smiled, and iwidi Do not be alarm- 
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f cl, mv lore. We shall quickly dispel the thin mists of 
infideuty that were collected to shut the sun of righteous- 
ness from your eye. I confess, Indeed. thiU this spawn 
of Antichrist has compiled a summary ot all that has ever 
been uttered against ^* the Lamb who was slain from the 
foundation of the world ; " yet he is but a Mole in na- 
ture as well as name ; and he with his brother-moles, 
know no more, and see no ftirtherrthan the little heap 
of dirt and rubbish, that the working of their own pur- 
bynd and floundering reason hath cast about them. 

Sacred depths and stupendous mysteries belong to this 
matter, and when you are able to bear them, they shall 
be clearly and fully unfolded to you, my Harry : in the 
mean space, a few simple observations will suffice to re- 
establish the peace of ^our sweet and pious heart 

As christianitjr was instituted for tiie salvation of the 
vulgar, the principal truths thereof are very obvious and 
plaini, and want no learning, no letters, to inculcate or 
teach them. They speak the language of nature, and 
alt nature is expressive of the sense and the sound tberp' 
of. Whatever is within you, whatever is without you, 
cries aloud for a Saviour. For sin hath been as the Me- 
zentius, of whom you read in Virgil, who bound the 
bodies of the dead to the persons of the living. Thus it 
is that the sin of fallen angels, and of Allien man, bath 
bound change and corruption, distemperature and death 
to the elements, to the vegetebles. to animals, and even 
to the immortal image of God himself in humanity; 
so that all things cry out with the apostle St Paul, 
** Who shall deliver me from the body of this death ;*' So 
that all things cry out with the apostle St Peter, ^ Save, 
Lord, or I perish ! '* 

These are inevitable tintiis. my Harry, which all men, 
at some time, must feel throughout their existence, 
whether they read them or not And he alone, who 
never expenenced nor never shall exjperience nailty, 
error, or sickness, pain, anguish, or dissolution, is ex- 
empt firom our solar system of salvation from sin. 

But what sort of a Saviour is it. for whom aU things 
cry so loudly ? Is it a dry moralist, a legislator of bare 
and external precepts, such as your mole philosopher 
reauired our Christ to be ? No, my darling, no. The 
innuence and existence of the redeemer of nature must, 
at least, be as extensive as nature herself. 

Things are defiled and corrupted tluroughout : they are 
distempered and devoted to death from the inmost es- 
sence of their being ; and nothing under him, in whom 
they live, and move, and have their being, can redeem 
them, can restore them. 

O Sir, exclaimed Harry, his countenioioe brightening 
-tip» why coold I not think of this? I abould then Imto • 
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been able to foil my malignant adversary, even at hk own 
weapons. . , ' , 

Our Jesus bimself, continued Mr. Fenton, appeals to 
the truth I have told you, where, be says to the sick oJT 
the palsy. Son, be uf g(Xod cheer, thy sins are forgiven 
thee. Bui, when the Pharisees thereupon concludecl 
that he blasphemed, he demonstrated hid influence in an(i 
over the soul by the sensible evidence of his operation 
and influence in and over the body. What reason ye iii 
your hearts 1 said Jesus ; whether is it easier to say, 
Thy sins be forgiven thee, or to say, Rise, up and walkl 
Then said he to the sick of the palsy, Anse, and take 
up thy couch, and go to thine house. , And imtqediate- 
ly he rose up before them, and took up that whereOn he 
had been carried, and departed to his own house, glori- 
fying God. 

Here it was necessary, for the performance of this 
wonderful and instantaneous cure,.tnat Jesus should in- 
stantly operate in and through every member, nerve, and 
fibre, of the sick of the palsy. And it was equally ne- 
cessary, for that purpose, that the sick of the palsy 
shoulcf have lived, and have had his being in Jesus. In 
like manner also, his sins must have been pardoned, by 
an inward salvation, by imparting ,to the will of the 
Sinner a new and irectified will, and by informing hisT 
spirit with a detestation of evil, and a love o^ goodness 
and virture. 

But, pray, Sir, if it is not too profound a mystery for 
me, be pleased to inform me how God could be made 
man P for this was one of the principal objections of 
Mole. 

God was never made man, iny Harry. God cannot 
be debased. He could not degrade himself by any change 
into manhood, though he coul,d exalt and assume huma- 
nity into God. Neither could God die or suffer. To this, 
Christ himself, who was God and man, bears testimony ; 
where he cries out, in the agonies of his suffering huma- 
nity, " My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me 1 '* 
And agam, where, cfying with a loud voice, he said. 
" Father, into thy hands 1 commend my spirit.,"— But 
you are les^ding me something deeper than I choose to 
go, for the present. 

From eternity, God saw that, should h'e produce any 
creatures in his own image, to be glorious by his like- 
ness, and happy by his .communication, he must of 
necessity create them intelligent and Uee ; and that* con- 
sequently as creature^, they tfinst be finite; and that, as 
creatures who were free, tney should also be fallible. 

He therefore saw that all might fall, and he also /ore- 
saw that some would fall. But his gracioUsness. had 
Tirav'ided two infiiUible renitdie^ (eft this ^ViT of fauDllIt^. 
He had provided a SaomiTf and he had also provided 
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auffiaing. The Savitmr was to restore them bv an in- 
ward redemption, by a reinfasion and new birtn of bm 
6wn nature m their essence. And suffering vrsB to pre- 
pare and open his way, by humbline their pride, by 
mortifying their lust, and thus compelling them to un- 
fold their nearts to their own happiness. 

Indeed, had no creature ever fallen, God could not 
have been dulv glorified to all eternity. Millions of his 
infinitely amiable qualities must have lain an inscrutable 
secret to worlds upon woi^lds. While all his creatures 
were happy in him, and participated of him, no distino- 
tion could oe duly made between them and their Crea- 
tor. Had evil never been, goodness would have sunk 
unspeakably in the^nse of its value, which is now infi- 
nitely heightened and glorified by the contrast. Free 
giace and free mercy on the part of our God, and 
penitence and thanksgiving on the part of humble sinners, 
would have been prevented of their thousand endearing 
connections. And all the amities and charities, through- 
out the brotherhood of man; all the melting and fond re- 
lations, which the vine Christ infuses throughout his in- 
^nrafled branches, bearing blossoms and fruits of divine 
fragrance and flavour, must ever have remained, unbless- 
ing and as dead, from eternity to eternity. 

But our God, my child, is as powerful as he is gracious 
and wise, to bring light out of darkness, and life out of 
death, and infinite and ever-enduring good out of the 
limited arid short state of transitory evil. 

To prove that no being beneath himself could stand 
of their own sufficiency, God permitted his two principal 
creatures, the most immediate and most glorious repre- 
sentatives of his divine perfections, to faU off firom toeir 
allegiance, and consequently from their happiness, with 
all their progeny. The first was the angel Lucifer who 
fell through pnde^ and the second was the man Adam 
who fell tnrough lust These two capital sins of pridt 
and of iust are the genuine parents of all moral and natu- 
rid evil, of all the guilt or misery that ever did or ever 
can rise throughout duration; and our heavenly Father, 
in his love, hath appointed intense suffering, to abata 
and abase the onCj to mortify and slay the other, that 
transgressors may finally be capable of his mercy, through 
the salvation and grace of his Christ. 

The first of these arch-felons deemed himself worthy 
of Deity, and being unexperienced in the power witn 
whom he had <to contend, he attempted to arrogate all 
worship to himself, and to rob his divine Benefactor of 
glory and Godhead. 

The second of these fi»1ons was tempted br thirst to 
Bspire, through his own merits, at n god-like iifOiipen- 
dtniM I to csft oCt blfl ftlkgiftnoo to Um Autbov of bli 
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being ; and to expect intelligence and knowledge firQm 
the MBf ad fruits of this World, after ^hieh he lusted. 
He aoeordingly leofc and eat of the tree that was pteg- 
nant with all die goods and all the evils of this extemd, 
eleineotary, and transient system; " according to his faith,, 
it was done unto him ;'* according to his lust his (|esire 
was accomplished; nis nature became a partaker of 
tempomry nhture; and he fell with his orogeny, into all 
the depniTiiy and evils that the sin of nllen Lucifer had 
introduced into these vast reeions, now made more ex* 
ceedingiy corrupt and sinful oy the sin of hdlen Adam. 

Why, Tpnjfj sir, demanded Harry, had Lucifer any 
concern m tftiswond, before the fall of our first parent^ 

Yes, my dear; all the space that is now occupied b^^ 
this earth, and these elements, with the sun, moon, and 
stars, to an inconceivable extent, was once the heaven 
flind dominion of Lucifer and his angels. But when, by 
thdrapostacy ttom the light, and love, and jgoodnees of 
God, they had caused darkness and malignity, envy, 
rage, and uproar, and every species of evil and horror, 
to t>e predominant throughout their kingdom ; God de- 
, termined, by a new creation, to take it out of their hands. 
Accoiyiingly, he compacted it into the present system of 
temporary nature, whose duration is to be measured by 
the revolution of our luminaries, until the appointed j^- 
tiod'of the great consummation, when all tne malignity 
that remains and is compacted therein, shall he iinalljr 
done away. 

To this truth Moses bears testimony, where he tells 
tou, that, at the commencement of the creation, darkness 
was upon the fece of the great deep. And again, where 
he t^s you, that the tree of the knowledge of the goods 
and evils of this world sprung up, even in the midst of 
the paradise of God. But it is altogether impious and 
blasphemous to suppose, that God would create evil, or 
infuse a tendencjr thereto in any of his works. Again . 
the same truth is attested by many passages of the sacrM 
writings, where Lucifer, or Satan, tdls Christ, to his face, 
that this world, with all its glories, are his portion and 
property ; that they were delivered unto him ; and that 
fie giveth them to whomsoever be will. And again, 
where Christ calls him, ** the prince of the air ;'* and 
again, where he says, "The pnnce of this world conietfa, 
and hath no part in me.*' 

Now, when God, by this new creation^ bad delivered 
tliissjrstom of things from the influence and dominion of 
evil spirits, they became altogether prisoners in their own 
daitoness. But when Adam, the second lord of this vast 
domain, b^ a second apostecy, had brought additional 
■in ahd evil into temporary nature, the paradise of God, 
«hai v9U over all, vanished ; and the new guilt of Ad^ra 
opened a new and wide j^ate^ for the re-adml«iioa of 
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l*iMsU(Br mto hJ6 aDcient poflsessioiii. Andlie vemains a 
I>tiJ9oe and a niler ifii the elements and bearts of mea 
utito this evil day. 

These two capital aposUbeg, Lndfer and Adam, who 
had thus robbed their Kind God oi their afEectioos and 
allegianoe, were thereafter represented bv the two thieves 

3hp suffered in company with Cbrist, wno reached out 
^ each of tDem a bleeding arm of bis mercy. The one- 
accepted his grace, and on tnat day entered paradise 
along with bis Lord. The other rejected ike Christ vrith 
contempt and reproach, and therefore, if ever reclaima- 
b)e, must he constrained, by suffering, to open his heart 
to redemptuin ; when* aner a process of many agonising 
ages, blaspheming and indignantly spuming at the pow- 
er of his pnnisher, he may be compelled to cry out, O 
seed of the woman ! beal, heal the head thou hast crush- 
ed, and admit me also, uiough la»t, to some, the least 
portion of thy pardoning salvation ! 

Tbese two, my Harry, even Lucifer and Adam, were 
also the thieves among whom the traveller fen, going from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, from the city and place of peace to 
the place ot destruction. He represented the wretched 
race of fallen man, whom Lucifer, and their first father, 
had robbed ot all their substance, and stripped of their 
mbc of righteousness, and wounded and fen half dead, 
in trespasses and sins. Neither did the law or the priest-' 
hood avail any thing for their cure, till Jisus. the Goon 
8AiwAaiTA^, had compassion upon them, and bound up 
their wounds, pouring therein the oil o& his grace and 
the wine of his gladness; and expended two pence, 
even the two precionn pence of his own body and olood, 
forjKrfecting their recovpry. 

Biit, ihy dearest Sir, said Harry, if my 9uestion does 
not intrude, prav, how was it consistent with justice that 
(he sufferings of the innocent should atone both for, and 
instead of the guilty 1 For this also was one of Mole's 
cardinal objections. 

Your ouestion, said Mr Fenton, falls aptly in its place. 
When Aaam, as I have told you, apostatized from bis 
God, and lusted after the gross and sensual fruits of this 
world, and fed upon them, and thereupon became a par- 
taker of their nature and malignity; he fehtrom his para- 
dise and Hoverei;;nty together, snd he became a poor sub- 
ject, and miserable slave, to al> the evils and inclemencies 
of that temporary nature, nvcr which he had been con- 
stituted' a tnroned lord and controller. 

flere was a deep and a woful fall, my Harry, from 
sovereignty to slavery^ from eternity into time, from im- 
mortality into corruption, from bliss into misery, and from 
lift into death ! The very state in which the wretched 
hetrs of his fkllen hatute find thems6lv6S at this day. 
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How then was he to rise, if ever to rise again 1 Could 
this be effected by any p6wera of his own 1 If be did 
not stand in the state of bis strength, bow shall he recover 
and be able to re^ascend in the state of his weakness ? 
How think you, my Harry 1 A self evident impossibili- 
ty, answered Harry. 

Here then, contmued Mr. Fenton^ we find the universe 
of man depraved, fallen and sunk mto the darkness of 
sin and error, into the dungeon of gross and corruptible 
flesh, and circled about and closed in by the barriers and 

Sates of death. And these prisons were to be broken 
irough, these gates were to be burst open, before be 
could re-enter upon light and immortallity. All the ene- 
mies who had conquered man, am, Satctn, and tempUUwn, 
were also to be conquered. 

But how was this to be done 1 A world lay at stake, 
and the great question was. Whether the whole race of 
man should continue in endless guilt and misery, or be 
restored to ever-enduring purity and blessedness! W here- 
fore, what all the powers of creation were not able to at^. 
tempt» Jesus, in the humanity, undertook to accomplish 

Here you see, my child, that justice had little to do in 
the case. It was not \he justice qf punishment^ but 'the 
mercy qf deliverance, that the love of our heavenly 
Father required. Justice indeed affirmed, that suffering 
was due to sin, and was the necessary attendant and 
consequence thereof; and this also the love of our Christ 
willingly took upon himself. He conquered suffering 
througo atffferirtgs, and was thereby made the perfect 
and accomplished Captain ot our salvation. He entered 
into our flesh, he went through all the passages of this 
vale of tears and region of misery into which we are fal- 
len ; through poverty, contempt, rejection, reproach ; 
throui^h all that the rage and rancour of men and devils 
could mflict, his bloody sweat, and horrors of hell, bonds, 
buffetings, spittings, scourgings, the bloody mockery of a 
thorny crown, and all the soul-rending tortures of an 
agonizing cruciflxion, till at last he triumphantly cried, 
*' It is finished !'* and gave up the ghost. From the 
cross he descended into the grave ; from the grave again 
he rose in glory, and ascended into heaven, where he 
led captivity captive, and shewed the powers of darkness 
bound ; that he mi;;ht lead all the tuUowers of his beatific 
cross in his own divine process, to conquest through suf- 
ferings, to glory through abasement, to exaltation through 
humiliation, through death into life, and though the calam- 
ities of time.to a never-ending, ever-blessing, ever-Joyful, 
i^temity ! 

But, gir, said Harry, was the humanity of our blessed 
BAviour ths same m ours U 1 for fo the icripture peent 
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to intimate^ where it says, " he was made man, like unto 
Us in all thmgs, sin only excepted." 

This was only spoken, answered Mr. Fenton, with 
respect to his outward humianity. His creatarely soul 
indeed, and the flesh which he derived from his mortal 
mother, were even as ours are, sin only excepted, fint 
these were only as the husk^or case of his internal and 
divine humanity, which was conceived from the essence 
of the Father, oy the operation of the Holt Spirit, 
in the womb of a pure virgin. It was this humanity to 
which Jssvs was intimately united, and that became 
one with the ever-blessed Triwitt. And it. was of the 
ubiquity of this humanity that Christ speaketh, when he 
says to Nicodemus, **No man hath ascended up to 
lieaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the 
Son of man which is in heaven." But, when the external 
humanity of Jesus was, by sufferings and death, prepared 
to be swallowed up in glory, the whole Christ was then 
assumed up into Godhead. He saw all things in Jesus, 
as they were and shall be from eternity to eternity. 
And, though the glory of his personal apjjearanoe may 
be visible in certain places, yet he is invisibly present 
in all places and in all hearts^ begetting in them a new 
birth of his own divine humanity ; that their bodies may 
also be fashioned like unto his glorious body; and that,' 
when our corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and when that our mortal shall have put on immortality. 
" we all may be made one, as he is m the Father, and 
the Father in him, that we also may be one in them." 
An elevation, sure, weU worth the hardest striving, the 
highest ambition. 

Thus I have shown you, my Harry, the inevitable 
necessity of the sufferings of our innocent Christ for the 
salvation of guilty sinners. And this also shows you, 
the equal necessity of his taking uipon himself the ex- 
tornal imputation of the sins for which he suffered! that 
he might thereby be inwardly imputed to us, and be- 
come to us, and in us. the Lord our riohteouskxss; 
and be to us a better Adam, a second and divine father, 
regenerating us to a birth of his own heavenly nature. 
And thus, as the first Adam died unto God, ana lived to 
fUlen nature, there was a necessity that Christ as weU 
in his own ];)erson, as his redeemed progeny, should die 
to the fallen nature, that through him they might live 
again unto God. 

I thank you, thank you. Sir, cried Harry, I shall 
henceforth be enabled to give an account, to all who 
ask, of the fkith that is in me. But, pray, did the di- 
vine humanity of our Christ suffer in toe crucifixion. 

I believe it did, Harry, even as our souls are found to 
suffisr in our bodies, though of a nature so very different 
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jfrom flieiff. It Wtts (he avtS^ring of tinff (fiviM hKttxtiOiity 
that caused such violent repugnance anif convulstons in 
nature ; that shut up the worm fironi Irgbt even at mid- 
day ; that rent the rocks ; that opened the graves, aqd 
Sve up the dead to attend their Lordi and revive in the 
h of his resurrection. 

Will you be pleased, Sir, to'iud^ge me in otte cnied- 
tion more 1 Could not God, in hfs omnipotence, nave 
elfteted the salvation of man by some othec means than 
the sufHsring of our dear Christ t I think, were it to he 
done again, I would rather forfeit my salvation, than 
that he should endure such agony on. my account. 

I will not pretend, my Harry, to give fimits or detec- 
tions to the measures of my God, neither to say what he 
might or might not dio within his own world, and With 
regard to his own creatures. But it is certain tnat he 
chose the most effectual method for compassing his great 
and eternal purpose that infinite love could mctate, in- 
finite wisdom contrive, and infinite power execute. O 
my Harry, how unutterably endearea must Ults measure 
make our God to the universe of his creatures, and tti'at 
to an etemit^f ! it is herein that the nature or our God 
is revealed ; it is hereby alone that he could ever have 
been dUIy known ; known to be tSie God of love, to, be 
nothing but love, in this his wonderful work of mercy, 
transcending mercy \ and of grace, traniscendtDg grace, 
that he might bring us to ^ory, transcending grary. 

In this stupendous work of redemption, f say, Jesus 
makes himseff as it were littld. that we may become 
(pfeat ; he stoops into* manhood, that he may exalt us 
mto God. He c^me not arrayed in the fool's coat of 
the lustre of this despicable world, nor in the weaJoiess 
of its power, nor in the meanness of its dignity ; but 
ever his immensity he threw the appearan<ie of nmita- 
tion, and with time he invested his etertUty ; and* his 
omnipotence put on fhiilty ; and his supremacy put on 
subjection ; and with the veil of mortality, he shrouded 
his oeauty, that he might become thmUiat to us, that We 
might behold and converse with him face to f^e, as man 
converses with man, and grows foUd of his fellow. 

Before the incarnation, God was feared in his; thun- 
ders, and adored in the majesty and magnificence of his 
works. But it is in the meek and lowly Jesus that he 
becomes the object of affection; in the bleeding, the sitf- 
fering, the dying Jesus, we behold him with weeping 
gratitude, we love him With a love of passion md burn- 
ing, a love that hnxguishes for him, that cdnilot beiur to 
exist witfiout him:. 

How could that perverse peonlis shut their eyes to 
^e divmity of ttieir gracious iS^ah, whife he gave 
fma nouny and ocular proolb* of the power and extent 
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of hit tiodfaead in and over idlf Uun^ 1 while fce went 
9Dout doti^^ goody carrying healing in hia hreadi-, in his 
V»uch., in his garments ; while the lamb sprung vp aa a 
bonnding roe at his bidding ; . while the tempeet heard 
his voice and was stiU, and the aea spread itself aa a 
carpet beneath the foot of its Creator ; while the dedf 
ear was opened* and the dumb tongcie loosed to utter- 
ance ; while he poured the beams of his light «poa the 
new-opening eyes of the blind-bom gazer ; and whiW in 
death, and amidst the tombSf his word wm lifb sbA ie- 
surrection. 

Thus, my Harry, you find yourself united to yoar 
Saviour by many endeaBring and intimate connections ; 
by creation, by redemption, by brotherhood, by . ftither- 
bood, in the flesh, in the spint; by his: being. bon6 of 
TOUT bone, and spirit of your spirit ; by being the " ftrst- 
born of many brethren," and by being the otvine flither 
of a new and celestial progenv. 

But what heed we further ? the world, from the be- 
g^nnin^, is fraught with him, and speaks of him. The 
world 18, in itself, no other than a. history of the two 
capital and eternally important truths, The greatfiess of 
the ftll in Lucifer and Adam, and the neatness of the 
^ademption in Jeaus ChHst, These tvuUis atre engiftYen 
in the rocks as deep as the centre ; they are written on 
both sides of every leaf in nature. All that i^ i^thin 
us, all that ia without us, utters forth the same hmguage, 
proclaims the same tidings aloud. . AU cerenumiu^ lUl 
iBStiAations of divine aumority, All ancient piedicttoiis 
and prophecues^ were pregnai^t with% and in tttfvail of 
the great deliverance to. be aehieved oy the SkUoH who 
was to come. They give us a previous histoij of bis 
whole proeess-upon earth, from h^ birth to his reswr- 
lection, as clrcum8tantially» as mmutely as thouch it 
were a bare transcript of what had recently passed blB- 
fore their eyes. But I shall only dweU a minute on 
tftree principal' articles^ first, that MeMiah Wte to be 
God ;*— seeondly, that, he was however to be a suflfofiBg 
M0si|ial>;-*aod thirdly, that he Was to giv* hims^ to 
death for tbi$ salvation of sinnerA. 

Firsti With respect to his Divinity, Daniel says, '^ I 
saw in the night visions, and behold, one like unto the 
Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven, and came 
to the ^ncient of Days, and they brought him near be- 
fore him. And there was given him dominion, and 
l^ory, and aJungdoni. that all people, nations, anv lan- 
guages should serve hin^; his dominion ii iin evetlasling 
dominion* which i^u^ i^ot pass away/' AgaiA laaiah : 
*< Beh(4d,. a virsin shall conceive, and bear .a aion. ,Fpr 
«n|o us a cbUd is bonv, onto us a squ i» given; 4iid the 
goverhmedt shall 'be upon his shoulder; and his name 
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■iMiIl b% called WonderfiiL Counsellor, The Mighty God, 
The Everlasting Pather, The Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of his Government and Peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom 
to order it, and to establish it, with judgment and with 
justice, from henceforth even for ever." 

Secondly, With respect to his character of rejection 
and suflfenng: "Who hath believed our report 1 and 
to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? He is des- 
pised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and ac- 
auainted with grief: and we hid, as it were, our f^ceB 
nrom him ; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted : he is brought 
as a lamb to the slaughter, and as ~a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so opened he not his mouth. He was 
taken from prison and from judgment; and who shall 
declare his generation ? for lie was cut off out of the 
land of the living, for the transgression of my people 
was he stricken. And he made his grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death.''^ Isaiah liii. — 
David too says, *' Dogs have compassed me, the assem- 
bly of the wicked have inclosed me ; they pierced my 
hands and my feet. They part my garments among 
them, and cast lots for my vesture. — But a bone of him 
shall not be broken* — They thall look on him whom 
they pierced." 

Thvdly, With respect to his being a willing offering 
for sin : Isaiah says, m the same chapter ; ** Surely he 
hath home our grieft, and carried our sorrows ; yet we 
did esteem him stricken, smitten of Jrod, and afflicted. 
But Jie was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities ; the» chastisement of ourjjeace 
was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. All 
we, like sheep, have gone astray ; we have turned every 
one to his own way, and the liom hath laid on him toe 
iniquity of us all." Jeremiah too— 

Here Mr. Penton was interrupted. His man Prank 
MMsred, booted, and all bespattered with dirt, and having 
whispered something in his master's ear,. Mr. Penton 
turned- aside his head, to hide his concern Arom Harry, 
pnA stepping to his closet locked himself in. 



CHAPTER V. 

But it may now be thought full time to reium to the 
head branch of this noble femily. 

Nearly nine years had now elapsed since the earl and 
his lady had seen or heard of their Harry, except by two 
9f three anonymous notes in a year, giving a short ao- 
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count of his health and accomplishments ; insomuch 
that time and long abeence, had in a measure, worn him 
from the regrets of the family ; excepting his brother 
Richard, on whom Harry's generositj^y in taking his 
quarrel upon himself, had left an affecting and indelible 
impression. 

Lord Richard was, indeed, sweetly dispositioned by 
nature, and of an aspect and person extremely^ elegant ; 
and as he had tutors in all branches, in whicn he chose 
to be instructed, he learned sufficient by way of amuse- 
ment, to render him one of the most accomplished youths 
in the nation. He was also naturaUy unassuming, and 
modestly disposed ; but the unremitted adulation of do- 
mestics and dependents, with the complimentary artillery 
of all the neighbours and visitants, could not fail of 
some impression, at least so ftr as to make it evident 
that he was conscious of his condeaoensiou when he be- 
came fkmiliar with you. 

He was, however, easy to all who applied to him, 
for any fkvour, exceeding charitable to the poor, and par- 
ticularly fond of our Harry's foster-mother, and land to 
herfor Harry's sake. 

He was turned of nineteen yeara of age, whoi his 
parents, for his amusement and the finishing of his edu- 
cation, resolved to tLCCompany him on a tour to France. 

They set out with a suitable equti)age, and a nominal 
tutor, whom they engaged, rather with a view of being 
a watch upon our young Lord's motions, than the in- 
tendant or his principles, or the former of his manners. 

Nothing material happened till their arrival at Paris, 
where the earl took a sumptuous palace in the Rue de 
Yaugirard. 

When he had settled his household, he went to enquire 
after his intimates of fifty yeara ago. Some three or four 
of them had still survived, lie renewed his acquaintance 
with them, and engaged them, theirftiends and fitmilies, 
to rich and ftequent entertainments, whereby his palace 
speedily became the leswt of one of the most elegant 
circles m Paris. 

Young Clinton quickly entered into Ikmiliarity antf 
confidence with such of Che young nobility as firequent- 
ed his father's ; and they took him abroad on several 
parties of pleasure, and introduced him to the birds of 
their own distinguished feather. 

He was by no means indined to a contemptible opin- 
ion of himself, and this conduced greatly to us assured 
easy and lively deportment amon^ nis fefiows. He found 
their mannera congenial and elementary to his own nat- 
ural turn and disposition; and he engaged with avidity 
in all their firolics and debaucheries, in a little time be 
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was scarce to be dtalfil^whed from a iiatite, and lie ii« • 
quired the appellation of tiu^ elegant Englishmaa. 

As numbers of this gay peerage weke of those w^ 
led the taste^^ and gave a stamp and cntrency to the 
fleeting fashions of France, it is not surprising that they 
should run into a variety of excesses, wbiCl^ noting ceuld 
excuse, and which their quality atone OQuld warrant. 

Our young Englishman swam wiUinigly down the 
stream of pleasuito* A warm imagination, ^useeptible of 
the slightest impressions ; a spirit apt to dissipation ; a 
heart prone to mdulgence,thouffb not void ofhumani^; 
inaction, affluence, example, adulation, and im^^etuowty 
of nature to an own wiU and an owi> seeltingy joined to 
constitute a current, that a youth, burning toward his, 
meridian, had neither the desire nor ability to oppose. 

Every year produces a new taste^f converse, of writ- 
ing, and of dressing, at Paris; and,^tliough such tastes 
are frivolous and transitory, they yet amuije foe the sea- 
son, and grow respectable, and cultivated' by being the 
vogue. 

Several ladies of high rank piqued themselves on' being 
given by the public to yqung Clinton, and weie vain of 
exhibiting him in the Thuiueries. . Neither was his con- 
duct accounted scandalous. Jntriguiag is the. fitsbion. 
No woman in Paris was at t)iat time supposed.- exempt 
from hen critical minute ; and, in tbegen/f^rat aU'mtnntes 
were presumed sufficiently criticaL The i^rt had no 
eoncern in tlie commerce between ttie sexes; rocir amours 
were commenced and continued without passion^ and 
they parted without reproaches or regr^ 

If a woman had distinction and fortune suffioient .to 
hold her favours above sale, she was. very lifede degraded 
by being known to have granted them ; and her hotel 
was as much ^equented, aodoer acquailltanee more eul- 
tivatod, than if stie bad been chaete and bonourabte. 

Slander, indited, was a subject in every cbnveisation, 
not through any ai>parent malice^ but for want of some- 
thing more entertaining to say. However,, it tos^ nnlcH of 
> its point by being . so universal ; and as aueh numbco^ in 
high life divided the scandal anaong them, theresiteetive 
portions became light and'easilv portable by indivklanls. 

A pause in .converse was.dlreaded aa arepie«ek to 
all present. They who could incestentiy say samettiiag 
upon nothing, were accounted the reig&mg: oos^ of what 
was called good company. They taUied> upon religion, 
warv poUtics» love, philosophy, ta^, dHit astsiliooth stcKies 
that the children call dueks and draiftes^ skim the- sw^ioe 
of weter without entering ite mass. They aigued, it is 
true, witii warmth but WitfaOttt attempting te^ encroach 
on the province of reason ; sprightlmess filled up the 
void of sense ; and the quickness of transition, from one 



ME |*00L OF QUALltY. 205 

topti Cb fiaoCher, itgreeabl j 8uppUe<i the want of connecK 
tion. 

To give LoFd Richard a thorough taste of all fashion- 
able extravagances, his young associates engaged him on 
a lewd i>arty, where twelve of tbehi contriouted a hun- 
dred loois per man, for the entertainment of as many 
courtesans of quality. 

On another night, about twenty of this noble posse, 
being something intoxicated, combined in a licentious 
frolic of scouring the streets. They accordingly issued 
sword in hand, terrifying all the men, and mwng iiree 
with all the women whom they happened to meet At 
lengtl^ toward Pontroyal, one of our libertines behaved 
witn the rudest indecency toward the wife of a citizen, 
whereon the husband instantlydrew, and ran the peer 
through the body, but in his turn, was as quickly laid 
dead on the spot by the comrades of the party whom he 
had slain. 

The uproar and concourse began now to be gr^at ; and 
the patrol, on thel alarm, mounted on horses shod with 
leaitner,came suddenly and silentiy upon our young dis- 
solutes, encompassed, took them prisoners, and convey- 
ed them all to the Chatelet, except one of the royal blood, 
whom they di^ not dare to detain. 

Within a few days, however, the murder was hushed 
uP) and those vouthful savages were ottce more let loose 
upon the public > 

In some months after the late adventure, which check- 
ed ibr a season the ebullitions of our Richard, he was 
introduced by the Marquis de Rousillon to thir most re- 
fined circle of company then in Europe, being the select 
visitants of the most celebrated and the most elegant of 
all female libertines, Madame Ninon de PEndos. 

In the course of convw sation, to the easy novelty of 
which young Richard sat attentive in mute astonishment, 
the subject happened to turn on the education of young 
men.*Pray, Maoam, said Richard blushing, and address- 
ing himself to the lady of the house^what is the reason that 
no gentleman) a« is affirmed, can be <kdy accomplished 
without th^ tttitioii and instructions of some fine wo- 
man 1 Sinee % came into this company, indeed I have 
alseady nearly learned to answer my own question ; for, 
where a lady moves and looks sentiment, in every ges- 
ture of her person, and turn of her aspect, she cannot 
ihil of imparting a portion of her own elegance to the 
heart and manners of her heoolQero. He moked ^xedly 
at Miadam ^uion, bowed profoundly, and was silent.- 

She smiled' a look of graciousness to the complimmit 
of ns young stranger, and then replied: 

My sweet feUow, you are among a set of people, per- 
lu^s the best qualined of any In the wor kl to give a so- 
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lution to all queitions without ^ryneas or obflcurity ; m 
we make the iciences themselves both easy and deiight'- 
Ail, by carrying philosophy into gallantry and love. 

The first man who came into the woro, was question- 
less, the most perf^t, as he retained for a while, within 
his single person, aU the virtues and excellencies, all the 
amiableness and attractions, that were within the com- 
pass of nature to confer ; and which hereafter became 
divided and were partly appointed fbr the portion of an- 
other. 

When this partition was made, to man was left mus- 
cular strength, superior dignity of stature, vigour, action, 
courage, a port bold and majestic, and, lastly, the sceptre 
of reason, to rule and moderate in a measure the im- 
petuosity of those qualities ! s 

But. as woman was formed from the vital powers and 
cordial faculties that were nearest the heart of man,^ she 
was endowed vrith endearing wants, she vras gifted with 
defects, with a timidity that called for the aid of courage, 
with « weakness that commanded the duties of support, 
and the delicate feelings and melting affections were pour- 
ed into her bosom. Alas, poor wretch, too large a portion 
of them fisll unhappily to her lot To man had been as- 
signed the regency of the world ; but then his dominion 
was not sole and undivided ; for to woman also was as- 
signed the sceptre of submission, that, in meekness, 
might rule the man who should govern the world. Last- 
ly, she was invested with a form that blushed at its own 
Mauties, a form that swelled into polished roundings. 
that twined into grace, over which delight wandered 
without finding stop or rest. 

Hence, man, in seeking woman, seeks a x>ortion of 
himself; he feels a want, a vacuity, a restless craving 
without her ; and he languishes after his original totality. 

But then to be duly united to her, to be duly fkshioned 
by her, he must feel the sweetness of her influence, the 
magnetism of her attractions : in short, he must love. 
The true polish and internal refinement of his manners, 
cannot be elaborated by the understanding alone ; it must 
ftindamentally take its rise firom the aflfections, the touch- 
ings and tunm^s of the heart Indeed, there lies a kind 
of^covering or icy incrustation over the virtues them- 
selves, till all is thawed, and wanned, and set at liberty, 
by love. 

This doctrine sounded unison to the secret feelings of 
our young Englishman. In the midst of all his enjoy- 
ments, of a loose to the gratification of every sensual de- 
sire, he yet found an unaccountable void within his bo- 
som, ana a lurking sigh would frequently heave at his 
heart : he felt that he wished and wanted, but did not 
know what ; and he now discovered, for the first time, 
that woman could confer a bliss infinitely preferable to 
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any he yet had tasted ; he now found, that he wished and 
wanted to love, and to be beloved. He longed to put 
the lesson of his learned tatoiess in practice ; and he 
went early to the opera, that he might behold and con- 
template the several beauties as they entered. 

He was thus intently occupied, and the house had 
nearly filled, when he heaved a desponding sigh, at not 
finding, in aJl that assembly, a single lady to his taste. 

At length, toward the middle of the second act, the 
next box was opened, and two ladies entered ; the one of 
a grave and matronly appearance, the other a young 
creature, arrayed in deep mourning, as the moon shimng 
forth from amidst the darkness that surrounds her. 

All eyes were instantly turned firom every other object, 
and a long murmur of inquiry and admiration was heard 
throughout 

Youiu; Clinton's whole soul was collected into the 
sense ofvision, which however did not dare to dwell on 
the dazzling expanse of her bosom, or fascination of her 
aspect. 

At length she cast a pair of living brilliants upon him, 
when his lace turned to scarlet, and his eyes suddenly 
sunk beneath the lustre of her's. 

Each of them, thief-like, wished to steal an unobserv- 
ed gaze at the other, but blushed alternately when caught 
in the fact. 

Our Englishman, hitherto, had never wanted his fail 
proportion of assurance, neither a ready fluency of 
tongue, in all kinds of company : but here, while he 
wished to speak, all utterance was denied him ; and where 
he wished most to j^ase^he trembled for fear of offend- 
ing. 

He would have constrained himself, but found that he 
was not master of his own emotions ; a diffidence of his 
own merit feU suddenly upon him. and a respectAil ten- 
derness diffused itself throughout nis frame. 

He cast an inquisitive, look abroad, and grew distur- 
bed and jealous of all who fixed their eyes upon her with 
any eagerness or attention : but he was soon consoled 
*again, when he observed that she neither saluted nor 
turned an eye of particular regard on any. 

At length th& opera ended, and our ladies quitted their 
box. when Clinton hastened after, and bowing, present- 
ed nis trepid band to conduct the fair regent oi his heart 
to her carriage. He made way for her and her elderly 
guardian through the crowd, and having helped them in- 
to their coach, He adventured^ for the ftrst time, to break 
gpehce. and said t 

At t perceive, ladies, that you hlive no male friend in 
your inm, I will, with your permiwion, walk by tb« lidt 
of your caniag* tiU I mo you laio homo. 
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Your ofBsr, Sir, replied the matroD, is extreipely sfl- 
lant ; Imt why put yourselTto fttigue ! here is room and 
to spare ; pny be pleased to step in. As we have no- 
thing to conceal with respect to our persons or <M>ndvct, 
we mall be glad of yonr company. 

His heart bounded at the proposal, and in be went : 
while the elderly lady rose, removed to the back sent, and 
made room ^or him next the magnet by which he was 
attracted. 

Prav, Sir, said Madam Autriche, how did you Hke the 
0|)era? I protest, Madam, said the youth, I know no- 
thing of the matter ; my attention was wholly engrossed 
by a more interesting object. Our countryman, may t 
presume 1 No, Madam, I am a native of England. I 
was thinking as mudi ; yon have a modesty, a decency, 
a delicacy of deportment, that is, without exception, a 
reproach to all the vounE gentry of France. 

Ah, Madam, exclaimed Clinton, how you strike me 
with a humiliating sense of my own dements! Two hours 
have scarce passed, since I was the most conceited, as- 
suming, loquacious petit-maitre in all Paris: but mv di- 
vine tutoress here has suddenly taught me to \odk down 
upon myself, and to sigh after those excellencies that ii^ 
time might deserve to attract her regard. 

In a little time after they stopped. Two footmen in 
mourning-liveries flew Arom benmd, and one rapped at 
the door, while the other opened the coach. 

As soon as Richard had nanded outthe ladies, he look- 
ed attentively at the house. I hope, Madam, said he to 
Autriche, you will pardon my takim? parttctilar note of 
a place where I deposit my heart. Sir, said she, on cer- 
tam conditions, if you are not otherwise engaged, you 
will oblige us by walking in, and* taking some little mat- 
ter of supper with us. Ah, Madam, he cried, the condi- 
tions are already performed. I will sign a carte blanche 
insert the terms at your pleasure. It is only. Sir, tha* 
you must depart when we think proper; we are no^ 
of rank sufllicient to set us above censure, and our repu^ 
tation is yet very precious to us. 

They were then lighted up to a superb dining-room* 
and Madame Autriche left the young pair together while 
she went to give some orders concernmr the househoM. 

Lord Richard, a minute before, would have given the 
world fbr the opportunity which was now presented to 
him ; to be alone with the incomparable object of his ar- 
doure, what a happiness, what cause of transport ! but 
now that he was possessed of il^ he wta embarrassed, 
quite disconcerted. He felt the necessity of beerinning 
a converse, but how to open it was a matter which he 
dreaded to enterprise.— He looked tenderly and confused- 
ly at her and ftom her— ^ drew his icha|r a little nearer-*- 



TH«: FOQt Of QUAUTir. m 

"h/li^sm — said he, at lepglJi, with a hesitating and tremu- 
ldU8 acoeAt^ — Madam— —can you tell me 1 — ^I protest I 
know not— I cannot account jfbr it — ^that J should be 
struck M utterly speechless by the presence of an object 
on which I imaeijded I could ^ eloquent for ages. 

pray. Sir, s^id d^e bashfully, ajrid musically attempting 
to turn ibfi subject from ners^f, do t^e manners of 
the En^Kah reten^ble those of the French 1 — They 
wish, to resemble you. Madam, but they are very awk- 
ward copiers. Thteir clothes are quite in your cut, if they 
did Jt»ut know how to put theti^ on. Tl^eir ladies too are 
acc(^ante^ the fairest women in .the w.orld; indeed I 
know but one fairer ; but then tfaey want that animated 
air, that elegance of meih. that easy swim of movejnent, 
that gnuceAiI winding or person, whidi so mimitably 
distinguishes Hie ladies of thi9 Country from sdl others 
upon iearih. 

Here noitice was )>rou^t, that supper )iad been served 
and that Madam Autriche -waited for them. 

During the repast. My lord, says Autriche, some of 
your people are oelow, and I am now apprised of the 
resped wnicti we are to pay vou;but our error on this head 
ought liitherto to be excusaole ; for though your person 
and appearance is altogether noble, yet the conoescen- 
sion or your manners no way suited the idea I had of 
elevated rank. Madam^ said Richard, in the present 
company all rank must sink, as degraded. 

You must not yet, my lord, be deceived in your turn ; 
we are ho better than plain and honest people. This 
youn^ thing is my nifce, the daughter of a principal fi- 
nancier lately deceased. Her ricn^s indeed are next to 
immense, and she has had all the education that France 
could confer. Byt she pretends not to nobility, except 
^y a distant relation, the dowager-marchioness de JRo- 
nsse, who is also her god-mother. My precimis child 
here, is unexperienced in the world, quite unknowing 
and unjfcnown : mostly confined from her infancy to a 
convent, till called to attend her ikther in his last illness ; 
and now, as a dove newly fledged, she ventures under mv 
guardian-wing, to take a short tour, and look a little 
abroad. Her name, from her parents and baptism, is 
Angelica la Lis. 

Most aptly denominated, exclaimed the transported 
youth, an ange} in heaven, and the fairest 0ower upon 

Come, my lord, take your glass ; you must not expect 
that we women should Keep pace with you rakes at the 
bottle. 

I proteat to you, my dear Madam, I am already in- 
toxicated ; my sojol swims in delight ; the labled nectar 
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and ambnMia of the gods of indulgence are poor to the 
banquet on which my heart now feeds. 

Pray, my lord, do the English ladies put on paint ? 
No. Madam, it is the only article of foppery and folly in 
which they do not ape the fiur ones in France. 

Two da^s ago, I could not but laugh, when a beauty 
of distinction told me, I should singularly oblige her, if 
I would fiLTOur her with the secret where my niece got 
her rongew-~In heaven, you surdy answered ; for nature 
has provided no such tint upon earth. 

In truth, said Autriche, I think it were a pity that 
Angelica should paint; and I dread lest her god-mother, 
or other ladies, who may happen^ envy her complexion, 
should persuade her into the fkshion and compel her to 
put on rouge. Ther^ is no fear of that, my dear aunt, 
answered Angelica ; I always thought it a defacing, 
rather than any accession to the beauties of nature. 
Beside, I think it has the guilt of a lie and dishonesty 
in it : and^ independent of the impiety of not beine 
satisfied with what God has made us ; it is a fraud and 
imposition upon. the public, and they who practise it 
diould be punished as common cheats and impostors. 
' Madamoiselle, cried the lover, to put paint upon 
that face would be like a sign-dauber employing his 
odious brush to improve some capital piece of Apelles. 
And, yet, on second thoughts, I would to heaven that 
some other covering or mask might be applied, to pre- 
serve the sanctitude of that aspect i^rom profane and 
vulgar gazing, and that the rose of Eden were reserved 
for my eye alone. She silently rolled her acknowledging 
orbs upon him, and displayea to him the said rose in its 
broadest bloom. 

I have promised, my love, said Autriche, to introduce 
you tO'morrow to the marchioness your god-mother, and 
she proitoses to introduce you to the grand moiide. 

O heavens ! exdairoed Richard, you terrify me to 
death, Madam : introduced to the grand monde ! Vhere 
Audaciousness assumes a latitude in proportion to rank ; 
where. bashfulness, and even decorum, are laughed out 
of countenance ; and where beauty, though divinely ap- 
pointed to bow the crest of the great, can scarcely com- 
mand respect from the insolence of power — would you 
risk our Angelica into such a fearful peril ? 

- Bui, Madam, should my alarms want something of 
their foundation ; should all, like me, be at once subdued 
to her regency, and bow down in instant obeisance lie- 
fore her } she will yet be encircled by Jealous and con-> 
tending numbers she will be suffocated, perhaps torn 
to pieces in the struggle, as Eomulus was spirited away 
nrom tb« midit of tbo lenato ) and each wUTcarry off » 
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fti all events, my honoured Madam, sbe will be aftier. 
ly lost to me. . Such multitudes of dukes, and nefamw 

pmess, t^thafl am; depends on your pity, your booA- 
ly, yoiuTfeendahip, fr i dare say it, fi>r i w^d^C 
chase it with my oest blood, •'''**'* ""^^^ p»^ 

Rise, my lord, pray rise; I will not hear you ib thftt 
posture ; neither till you bring yourself to speak wSh 
more reason and temperance-^n those condition* I 
promwe you some mterest in her regard. He Obeyed, 
and she contmued •* '^j»'^> 

Are you, my lord, wholly a stranger to the laws and 
customs of France 1 know yoq not that love hw no 
^?iiuA^^ ^^^^ ^^ any conjugal conna^iona ttbat 
!S 5iJ?^^n ' %4 specially daughters, depand absolute^ 
cm the will of their parents or guardians 1 and that no- 
thing IS ever cons\ilted on these occasions, save the mo- 
motion of the honour or interests of the femily ' ^Am 
you not also yourself a deoendent? Are not your f»Z 
ttmesma mclmationa at the pleasure of your ftther ? 
May he not contract, or espouse you to whomsoever ha 
thinks proper? w . «» 

" By no means, my dear Madam* by no means, Mr 
dependence on my fether is altogetlier volufttary, not or 
legal compulsion. I am indeed so affected W his «». 
mented indu%«!tce, that I think it would newly tireak 

Siy heart to disoblige him ; but it is not in his power to 
^epnve me either of title or fortune ; they were settled 
by my grandfother on the eldest of the male-S^jeT^ 

And now. Madam, wiH you permit me to reason with 
you a httle on the pemic|oos customs of your country'' 
You affirm, that in all treaties of nuptial ooncernmeoL 
xpwypawats and guardiamare no way Inaueoced bv " 
,m incUnations of their oHa^iing or theijc vi'ajrci; hiH 
does not this also affixm» that they then;se|vea ar^ dead 
to natui^ auction and huinaDi^l that th«y advert 
solely to the gratification of their own vanity, self-in^ 
teresc, or capnce T and that they savagely betrav that 
tender and secret trust, which God, nature, tmd tha 
HwH committed into their hands for the happinessrar 
^Qse whom they thus inhumanly sacrifice 'T^ 
., Has not God implanted in our bosoms* from the 
womb, a special magnetism of affections^ of propenst-. 
tiBfl and symnathies, that each may t»nd and cong^Sually 
Cleave to its Qke. and so consummate the intended osder 
•"Sf^-^eajity of thf hmmu» njtexa^ qu the conteary. 
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■hoidd vmnioDB and antipatbiei be oonrtrtiiMd and 
boQiid torether, fiieh a hound conjunction most be pro- 
docttre of a tecond chaos, and be finally subvenive of 
the ^ry frame of nature. 

Bo we not already begin to tee the conseqnenoe of 
thia Iktal article of i>olicy to this nation 1 What numbers 
of bloomins muddens are daily mated, by the avarice or 
ambition of their disposers, to age, impotence, infirmity, 
vglineas, to the objects of their detestation and loathing 
during life ! A lot more severe than that which was 
imposed by the tyrant Mezentius, when he bound the 
devoted, persons of the living to the dead ! 

But then, Sir, said Autriche, would yott suflTer inex- 
perienced and giddy youth, with a plenitude of warm 
mood, and a total lack of discretionj to run a-head with- 
out rein ? or to launch into the perilous sea of life, with- 
out help or helm, without pilot or steerage ? 

No, lifadam, answered Richard, I would not leave 
them wholly to an own will : but neither would I con- 
■train them, I would not compel them to be miserable. 
Perhaps there is not any instance of prostitution so 
abominable in the common stews, as that of forcing a 
young creature into abhorred embraces. Where a vir- 
{^, in the tide of youthful blood and warm wishes, is 
thus cruelly made a victim to the views of her disposers, 
will she not be tempted to indemnify herself for the dis- 
appointment of her happier prospects 1 You cannot 
be ignorant. Madam, that it is frequently the case. I 
have been told, that there are not twenty nobles now in 
Paris who can rationally assure themselves of the purity 
of their descent. If woman may not legally, is it not 
to be dreaded she will licentiousTy have her wish ? Are 
these things consonant to the divine purposes and insti- 
tution of marriage, where man said of woman, **Tfais is 
now bone of my bone, and fiesh of my flesh ; thrrefora 
ehall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife V* 

On the contraiTt among the gentry of France, such is 
the prevalence of fashion, that marriage is become rather 
a matter of divorce than of union between the sexes ; 
and the surest way of separating male and female for 
life, from every kuid of communion with each other, is 
to join them against their wills in the indissoluble bands 
of wedlock. 

I have made free. Madam, to lay before you the re- 
flections and apprehensions of persons and heads much 
wiser than my own. I am further informed, that the 
weight of these examples is now in its descent to the. 
lower ranks of people, and is likely, in process of tinM>< 
to depopulate the nation. I pray heaven that tN* ^ 
UgUfa may not reach my native coontnr, a^^ * ^- ^^ 
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EneliBh ladies, in time to come, may not be tniapecied, 
perbaps impeacbed of incontinence. 

I TOW, my lord, aaid Madam Autricbe, tbat you speak 
and propbesy like a aa^e of some pristine era, at an 
ajre that our youne nobility scarcely begin to tlnnk. 
what you bavesaio, I assure you, has no little weight 
with me ; and I wiB further consider and digest it at 
leisure. — But it begins to grow late. 

I understand you. Madam ; whatever pain it may cost 
me, I spbmit to your pleasure. But then, this fi>rmida- 
ble to-morrow, tnis fearful introduction !--Hdo you pro- 
pose to be back early, Madam 1 — ^I fisar not; I beUeve 
|t would not be allowed us. — ^May I presume,* Madam, 
to call, to know if you are returned ? — By no means. — 
Well, you may then, said she laughing ; I profess, you 
look so sad upon a refusal, that I can scarce find in my 
heart to refuse you any thing. A good night to you, 
my lord ; bad I a world depending at suit, I could not 
desire a more fervent advocate. He fa^ed separately 
to each, and sighing, retreated to his own lodgings, 
which he had taken on a late indisposition of his mother's, 
for fear of disturbing her with the noise of his riotous 
associates. 

AH the following day, Lord Richard Torbore to make 
use of the privilege allowed him, for fear of having bis 
motions attended to ; but he ordered a servant on the 
watch at an opposite house, to fly and ffive him instant 
notice of the return of the ladies. This, however, did 
not happeo till it was turned of eleven, and then he 
judeedit of the latest to intrude upon them. 

The next day, as soon as he supposed the task of the 
toilet to be over, he flew to attend them ; and was gra- 
ciously received, by the one with a smile, and by the oth- 
er with a blush. 

As soon as they were seated, Well, Madam, said Rich- 
ard, with an alarmed voice and accent, what have I to 
fear ? for I have not yet presumed to lay hold upon hope. 
There is nothing to be feared, my lord, fVom the fairest 
youth in the land, whatever we have to apprehend from 
old a«^e and infirmities. Indeed Mareshaf Lesac and the 
due ae Provence gazed on my Angelica with an inflamed 
and intemperate appetence, as though, like the two elders 
of Israel, they desired to fill themselves with her beauty. 
Your friend the marquis de Rousillon was also of the 
company : he professes a singular esteem and attachment 
for you ; indeed he si>oke of your personal merits, and 
set your family and fortunes in a light ao highly superior 
to what you represented them, as dnows you a youth of 
the greatest honour and probity, and incompanbly of 
tbe^gieatest modesty perhaps upon earth. 
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Ah then, Gri«d RidMrd, and cmthunflelf onca moKe U 
the feet of Madame Autnche, will you be lo good 98 to 
abridge the state of my present misery ; to dispel my 
doubts, my alarmsi my tonurixig suspenses, aua tbose 
dreams of horrible bodings that already have deprived 
me of rest, health, and appetite. 

Hey day, cried Autricne. and laughed, what a hurry 
we are in ! you are scarce three davs aoquainted with i)s^ 
and you want to shackle us for lin. Rise and I will dis- 
close a certain secret. You have a very warm friend in 
my bosomt I assure you ; but then, Angelica, as you late- 
ly argued, ought also to be consulted ; and I have not 
yet inquired what her inelinations may be ; but if J am 
allowed to guess, her antipathy to you is not of the vioc* 
lent kind. 

He then threw himself, in silent rapture, at the feet of 
his idoL He seized her hands, he pressed, ne kissed, and 
warmed their wax with his tears, while me bashfully fix- 
ed a downcast^eent upon him. 

Again he ron and turned to Madam Autriche. He 
took her hands, he kissed them alternately, and with a 
tender eagerness petitioned for her favour. 

I know not, my lord, said Autriche, what my niece'a 
answer may be, but were I an Angelica, I honestly con- 
fess I would not reject vour suit. Could you procure 
the Earl's consent, I know of uo further obstruction to 
your mutual happiness. 

' Ah, Madam, said Richard, were the ceremony once 
over, my father's concurrence must of necessity follow. 
At present my mother is iU ; mjr father not in temper ; 
should I come abruptly upon him, he mi^ht happen t() 
reAise me : and then should I many, as with your good 

gleasure I most certainly shouJd, so peremptory adiso- 
edience would double my guilt in his eyes. No, my dear- 
est Madam, nermit me to watch the hour of his parental 
indulgences bis consent, or at least his pardon, cannot fail 
^>f bemg Uie consequence. In the mean time, -on my 
knees I beg it, let*ua, let us be united^ past the power of 

S rants, rivals, potentates of the world, to tearusinsun- 
r ; prevent ray death, restore my health, by giving me 
to happiness ! 

In short, Richard ur^ed his suit wiCh such prevailing 
.oratory, that they were married the week foUowingj in 
the presence of a few of Angelica's relations, and two or 
three of his own domestics, in whom he could confide. 

Hapipiness is sweetly fleeting ; it is not to be measui'- 
ed by time; it has no rubs to mark or distinguish the pe- 
riods ; ii. skims upon eagle s feathers, or rests upon down. 

In about a month afber marriage, when Ricwd began 
to wake firom the deUrium of his oliss, he went, firom tune 
to time, to pay his duty to his parents ; and ne exerted 
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fail ntniDst, hi* most wiiming nddnta, to intioduee cMne 
indulgent, ■omefaToorable opportuniwfordiidoiuifif tlie 
greAt event; but he imaginocf tbathie father receiveabim 
with unwonted coolneai, and cast an eye of diitance and 
suspicion upon him ; and this repeatedly deterred liim 
ftons oiteiing on the affair. 

Theji^gtery was thisx On Richard's foraaking his late 
dtsMrfUta courses, it was intimated to the Karl, by the 
nomioal tutor, that he liad abandoned his as80ci<iteB,and 
Was probaUy engaged in some Mcret intrigue that might 
be productive oTdanger to his person^ or disgrgce to nis 
fiimily. To prevent this, the Earl wished to precipitate 
liim mto marriage. On a visit to the duke of Sully, he 
bad seen Ms lovely daughter, the younc^ marchioness du 
^res: and, on the present alarm, he waited purposely on 
.the duke, to treat of an union Mtween the families. He 
offered unmeasurable settlements ; the matter at length 
was concluded ; the parents signed a contract in behalf 
of the absent parties; and a day of no distant date was 
Appointed Ibr the nuptials. 

in about three months after the union of our young 
lord with his blessed and blessing bride, she happened to 
be on a visit to the marchioness her eod-mbther. The 
duke of Sully was there. He gaaea with an earnest 
amavement on Angelica. Bless me, said he to the mar- 
chioness, what a strong resemblance there is between 
tbia fkirest of creautures and mjr daughter ! The advan- 
tage, indeed, is vastlsr on the side of this young lady ; 
iret I think it a happiness that my child should be like 
Aerin any resiiect 

My lord, rallied the marchioness, you do my kinswo* 
man a singular honour : I hope the young marchioness 
your daugnter is well. Well, Madam, I thank you; I 
have latefy proeured an advantageous match for her.-^ 
Do you know young Clinton, Madam, sole heir to the ti- 
lls and immense .fmitines of tiie English earl of More- 
land T he is her consort-elect; all matters are concluded 
an, and next Monday Is i»ppointed for the union at the 
young pair. 

The wretched Angelica found herself suddenhr sick, 
but exerted her utmost efforts to preserve hersetf from 
the shame of swooning before comtwny. 8he rose, com- 
plained of her head, made a retrealmg curtsey, gothito 
ier-carriage, and hurried home. 

Soon after, she sent her favourite dkaid on some little 
ipalter of oommission. She then hastened to undress, 
snd ordered her woman in waiting to tell her lord, when 
h0 ctame home, that she vras gone to bed indisposed, aad 
requested not to be disturbed. 

T^ nekt morning she arose, and stepped down to a 
badK-parlour, where she met her Richard. You do not 
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look this morhinft u well at I could wish, mf uigel.— « 
Not qatte wen, said she : but I tniat it will soon be over. 
So she constrained herself, for a time ; and they breakfast^ 
ed on some exquisite caudle, which she bad prepared for 
the purpose. 

As soon as breakftst was over, she turned a wistful 
eye of languishing melancholjr upon him. You wished 
to leaye me then, my lord, said she : you wanted to be 
parted from me; but you shall never part iVom me, my 
mwe ; in life we were inseparable, ana in death we wiU 
be undivided. I part fh>m you ! my Angelica, exclaimed 
the. astonished youth ! what sudden frenzy is this that 
has fUlen upon my beloved? Nay, cried she, deny it 
not, I have proofit beyond controversion ; I had it all Irom 
the duke of Sully, ftom the mouth of the fiither himself; 
you were nett Monday to have been married to his 
daughter the young marchioness du Pres. 

He looked amazedly and affrightedly at her and from 
her, and then exclaimed with a vehement oath, I know 
her not, I never saw her, I know nothing about her, 1 
never mard a sjrilable to the purport of what you are 
8a3ring. But were she the princess-royal of France, 
were she a virgin next to the blessed one herself, I would 
not exchange my Angelica, my flower of the world for 
her, though that world were to be added to the weight of 
Iwr dowry ! 

Then, then, shouted Angelica, I am a wretch indeed f 
the most accursed reptile that ever crawled upon earth ! 
You have taken a serpent to your bosom, my lord, and 
it has stunij^ you to death. In the rage of emndea love, 
I have poisoned you, myself, and the dear inlknt that 
was but just quick within me ! 

RicJianl stayed not to answer or expostulate. Run 
Melton, he^cned. enquire out the nearest and most sldl- 
All physiciflLii, tell him how matters are. bid him hasten 
with some antidotes, if it is not yet too late. Here, Guil- 
liaume, fly to my fkther, entreat him here directly; tdl him 
I am married, and poisoned by the jealousy of my wife. 
Cruel, cruel Angehca ! parted firom you, aid you say 1 
Ah! no, no, no fthey should sooner have served me hke 
Metius ; I would rather have been torn, limb from limb, 
by wild horses. 

Here Angelica, in the agony of self-reproach, suddenly 
Ikinted vwm Richard thought all was over, and gave 
a shout of desperation. 

The physician soon came, and first administered to 
the young nobleman a strong emetic. He next endeav- 
oured to recover the lady flrom her swoon, but long 
without success. 

Meantime, the domestics were apprised that their hxd 
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hxid lady were dying, and they all ratbered about fh&iOt 
drowned in tears, and sobbed out their waiUnga. 

At this period the earl hurried into the room. Terror^ 
grief, and resentment, were legibly pictured on his coon- 
tenance, and avowed the conflicting tumult ot th« pas- 
sions within. N 

As the dode which Lord Clinton took was uncommon- 
ly potent, he was verily assured that his last hour was 
come. 

While the earl walked distractedlv about the cham- 
ber, he turnlBd an eye of exasperated pi^ on his son. 
Av Sir, says he, these are thefiruits of disobedience, and 
of the breach of fltial duty to the tenderest, the beat of 
parents. Ah, m3r ikther, cned the languishing youth, you 
see that I am dymg ; add not to my sufifenngs, by the 
senipe of your displeasure ! Alas, I doubt that yoti your- 
self have occasioned my death, as also that of my in- 
comparable wife and inlant. But let us exchange Ibr- 
giveness at this tremendous hour; I forgive you your 
clandestine contract ; O, pardon me also my clandestine 
marriage, my father ! 

Hereupon the earPs passions wefte all absorbed by 
that of woe ; he melted into tears, and sobbed aloud like 
an infant. 

When the physician had, in vain, applied salts and 
spirits to the temples and nose of the lady, he drew some 
or the purest blood that ever blued the Teips^ or ctinuMi- . 
ed the sai&pe of a human complexion. 

At length Angelica heaved a deep sigh, and opened 
her despairing eyes on the light. The doctor then has- 
tily urged her to swallow an emetic; but she thrust it 
ftom her, and cried. No, no, I will none of your medi- 
cines ; I will not be recovered, I will die, I wiU die ; and» 
by the intenseness of my sufferings, try to expiate in a 
measure, the offimce which I have committed against my 
precious lord. 

This last sentiment in a degree, reached the ahreedy 
softened heart of the late exasperated earl. He had hitherto 
but glanced at her with an eye of utter abhorrence and 
the deadliest detestation ; but now, when he beheld her« 
in. the wringings of penitential desolation, in all the lan- 
guor of almost expiring but still consummate beauty, ho 
could not but sign to himself — O, what a nity ! 

The doctor, at length, having pored mr qome time 
into a porcelain bowl, said, I profess I cannot discern 
the smallest iqrmptoms of poison here. Pray, who went 
for the poison 1 is there any one present "Who is suppose 
ed to have procured it ? 

A genteel young woman then, all trembling, advanced 

from the group of servants. It was I, Sir, who unlndd- 

1y proeoredi^ says she hot indeed I meant no barm lo 
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•M aw; I ttmridft thOttMnd times ntlicr 1wt« pdfimi- 
ed myaeu^ than the dearast sweetest lady that eTsr was 
laf Ted by woman. 

O then, cried the earl, it is not impoesihle but that Ood 
may yet be smcious to us ) Pray, mistress, infonn ua 
minutely bow it happened. 

Yesterday afternoon, so please you, my lady went on 
a visit to the marchioness of Housei her i^od-mother. Sba 
staid about two hours, and then returned ; but, holy 
Mary! so allerad.so dejected, and dismayed, she looked 
already as half dead, and as one who wished to be whol- 
ly so. Maria, says she, I am not very well, order Aubcn 
to gil some white-wine whey, and to warm my bed^— * 
ilcr% do you step to the apothecary's : a night or two 
ago 1 heard a scratching about my bed ; I am sore il 
most be rata, and I detest them above all things; yoa 
must get me some poison for them. 

On my way to toe shop, I shivered to think that some 
IsarAil calamity must have fallen on my darling mistres^ 
jmd that she might possibly intend the poison for herself. 
So I told the apothecary I wanted poison fi>r rats, but 
•Oipeelad it was meant for some other purpose ; and L 
dasimd Um to make up a powder as like it as he could, 
but such as could do no manner of hurt. 




have given my own life for a sous. For my lady. Sir, 
Has aiwtys such a creature of heaven, the pleasure of 
serving, of seeing and of being about her, was to me 
the most valued, the sweetest of all wages ! You are 
a wortln wench, cried the earl ;,bad as matters still are, 

t bless God that they are no worse ; and so saying, down 
B sat. 

Angdica then arose, and, with a grace Jul though de- 
jected timidity, advanced hesitatingly toward the fttber 
of her Clinton. She sunk on her knees before him, with- 
•Qft daring to look up. 

I hope not, said she, in a sweetly-breathing accent, 
soft as lephyr, and scarcely audible, I hope not fbr par- 
dmi ttata the lord and master of my lord ;imt, O, I wouM 
If posaibls, avert part of his displeasure. So saying, aha 
bent her head, like a rose overeharged with rain, and 
ahad the appeasing shower on the feet of her Ihther. 

iut length he exclaimed, O, you have oonauered-— yon 
imt ever oonQuer !~*I can no longer withatand yoo. 
JLook op to me, my child, look up to me, rayidaugfater I 
Rise to my arms, to my heart, and live there ^forever ! 

iUwd Birhsrd bow drew nigh to put in his claim also 
to tbe mmum oi gmee. He bent on one knee, and tak- 
MskiiAliMr^tavulsvithalaiideranid r«vpemd |itet- 
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mte^ hd kinftd it, and sud^ Piay jfMuklon me, too; give 
me also your pardon^ O my Ikther f Pardon you, my loii! 
cried the earl $ on my soul I could not have paraoned 
yon, had you failed to h&Vb been captivated by the aweet- 
nera of anch encbantmenta. 

But come, my children, your dear mother lies languish- 
ing on the bed of her .sicniess. She may be alarmed ; 
aone murmur of these 'matters may come to her ear ; let 
us go and console her- Bring your domestics with you, 
ibr I do not purpose that we ever shall part any more. 

Here Angelica tript out, but soon alter returned with 
a small parcel of papenL. Here, my lord, says she to 
the eari, is some little matter of indenmification for the 
oeet to which I must put you ; it contains a fiiw bills on 
the bank of Amsterdam. I have pressed them upon your 
son; but he laughs at me, and says, he id as yet too 
young an4 giddy to become a trustee. I beseech you 
then to ease me of the incumbrance, my lord. It is my 
wish to be dependent, to depend and attend upon you, 
my most honoured father, with all possible tenderness, 
duty and delight 

You are the darling of the world, exclaimed the trans- 
ported earl, and dasped her eacerly to his bosom. 

He then looked over the biUs^ and cried, bless me I 
why, here is a portion for a princess of the oi<KMl-royal. 
They do not constitute the whole of my fortunes, my 
lord j but as I knew no want, I was not solicitous to 
call m the remainder : and, indeed, I am no way cove- 
tous of foituae, further than as it may render my un- 
WDrthioess more worthy. 

Well, my love, said the earl, I accept this generous in- 
itence of your confidence ; and I promise to pay you 
the lull interest of your deposite, provided yOu caU not 
upon ma oftener ttian my own rents come in. 

Bhe lauf^hed, and kissed ins hand, and he led iter gal- 
lantly to his coach. 

As soon as they got home, the earl left the young pair 
beloWy and stent up to his lady. 

Wlien he hadsouBitously enquired alter her health, My 
dea7,'8aid he, I have brought you home acifriosity, that 
I flatter myselfNviU be lughly enteriaining to you. What 
is U, my loni ? It is a young female creature ; but of 
wliat world it is a native, I cannot dhrectly say, as I never 
saw any 4fainff like it on earth. This is some drollery of 
yeimi. ^N ot at all, I am downright serious: I have brought 
you taaime a damghter, even the lovely and peerless bncb 
•f your own danne Richard. Will you allanv her to 
come up, and pay ner du^ to you? 

The eottnless taen in a' mistet,* ordered her woman to 
mmlm * hlOf; and having put i»i a sumptuous bed- 
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sown, with amiiteU« nwht^drats for her hmd,wbemk 
ap,8apportad by one of tier maids behind. 

In some time etter, the young lord and his ladyas' 
oended. They approached with gentle reTeienee. They 
kneeled down by the bedside ; and each of them took 
tender possession of a band. 

' I come, Madam, said Angelica, kissing the hand that 
she held, and dropping a tear upon it^ I come to offer 
yoar ladyship a new ^nrant I cannot boast of m^ skill, 
bat my doty and affectionate attendance shall in time, I 
tmst, compensate for my want of address. 

The countess gazed oyer Angelica with a passionate 
survey, and then broke into tears. Ah ! mv angel, she 
cried, you come to oflGBr me a physician. I already begin 
to feel voar healing at my heart Happy Richard, hap- 
py Rienard! I have nothing further now to wish ; the 
darling of my bowels is blessed op to my ambition, and 
high above my hopes. God bless you, God bless you 
both, my piectoos children ! and she raised her eyes to 
heaven m a silently fervid ejacolation 

Again she torned to her daughter. TelLme, my love, 
said die, I doobt I shall confine too toomoch ; for I feel 
myself sJieady so happy in the «gbt of yoo, that I feac I 
shall not consent to suffer you oot of* my presence. O 
Madam, replied Angelica, when we are confined to what 
we delight m, we are most at freedom. 

Heavenly creature! exclaimed the countess.; will you 
bend over a little, and allow a feeble and Ibnd mother 
to take 3FOU to her embraces! An^ica thereupon open- 
ing her arms with a tender passion, took my lady to 
her bosom, and they weptopon each other. 

Next morning Lord Clinton went to settle matten at 
the hotel of his lady ; and the earl sat in the street-par- 
lour, lolling and fondly chatting, with his arm about the 
bending waist of his fair daughter, v^hen the Duke of Sol- 
ly came in. unawares upon them. 

At the sight of Angefica, the duke started and went 
backward a few steps. Are you here then Madam, said 
he ? Ah, I doubt it bodes nothing advantageous to my 
dang;hter : is it not so, my lord 1 The Earl bowed a»- 
sentinxly, and looked with some confusion. 
' My lord, said Angelica, rishing and blushing, happily 
for me, my young master never saw your peerless daugh- 
ter; I must else have been miserable. Kot so, not so 
cried the Duke, and shook his head in dissent But,' 
Madam, I acquiesce, I sincerely wish you happiness as 
near as possible to your merits ; I need not wish it to 
your consort he has it in the highest So saying, the 
Duke bowed to the lady and withdrew. But the Earl 
soon after pacified the Duke on this head, by letting him 
know how unworthy he should have acted by his daugh* 
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tor, had lie imposedthe Ihiuband of another woman upon 
her. 

■ In the evening. Lord Clinton returned with Madam 
Antriche, who hadf been on a vieit to a aick relation in 
the country. He introdoced her to his parents. They 
received her with marks of distinction and pleasure ; and, 
that day, pressed her to come and domesticate with them: 
but she refbsed to descend from the independence of her 
state, though she promLtod,daUy, to make herself a mem- 
ber of the family. ' 

Madam Autnche was a chatty, pleasant, and humo- 
rous body ; always in. spirits, always in temper, she dif- 
fused gaiety and happiness to all around her. 

To add to the general joy, my lady began to recover 
apac^ and, in three months, was enabled to dress and 
be helped down stairs. 

Angelica too, dailv advanced in her pregnancy, and 
promised an approacnine progeny of superior beings up- 
on earth. All was blissful to excess. And even the counte- 
nances and delighted attention of the domestics express- 
ed the festivity that they felt within. 

But, out — I tear to proceed. — The highest happiness 
is transient! the shortest is doaely followed by one, per- 
haps, of a longer, but scarce preferable date ; and the 
longest, from its blisnftd commencement to its melancho- 
ly period, can barely boast I once existed, but am now no 
more ! So nearly equal is the value of wretchedness and 
enjoyment, that when past and pondered together, one 
can scarce say through which process they would wish 
to have passed. 

In the midst of all their rejoicings Lord Clinton was 
attacked with the small pox. Inoculation was not yet 
in {HTBctice. All the medical powers in Paris were called 
together. The physicians ordered Angelica to a remote 
apartment, but she would not be debarred from her at- 
tendance on her Clinton. She administered every thinj; 
to him with her own hand ; and always appeared smi- 
ling and cheerful before him, but gave way to the swell- 
ing tears of apprehension and anguish when she turned 
away. ^ , 

His body did not seem to be overcharged with the 
distemper; a few of the jpoek appeared on his faice and 
under the left breast whan nme days were over, the 
doctors conceived great ho^es;, but on the eleventh day, 
at noon, he was taken with convulsions, and^ in the 
aame hour, expired^— If human lifbwereto be estimated 
by the specific contents of the temporal happiness that 
it sums, the lot of Lord Richard was not to be lamented. 

His desolate widow who hung 4>ver him, when she 
aaw he had breathed his last, uttered three fearfVil 
Bcroams, and 1^11 over in a swoon. The malignity of th^ 
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Mntatton had ijio aeliod apon har; but th» WiSM not 

its effects; in leas than three days she expired of a brokMt 
heart : and, within two days mors, my old lady hasten- 
ed to join her beloved children in aeafh. 

The forlorn Earl now considered himself as standing 
alone unon earth ; but he consoled himself with thd tear* 
All comfort of speedily rejoining those, who so lately hac| 
been the only ornaments of which he boasted, and tha 
delitfhts in which he ex<Uted. 

He had all the bodies embalmed and dapoaited in le*- 
den cofllns> ready fi>r conveyance to the silent vaolt, 
where he trusted his own body should shortly be laid* 
But the magistracy would not suffer him to carry off 
the remains of lady Angelica, lest tiie Catholic clay of 
Fmnce should be profhned or poHuted by an heretical 
sepulchre. 

when he was on his departure, he took a weeping 
ftiewell of Madam Autriche, and presented her witnthi 
whole of his late daughter's deposit: but she pefempto- 
lily reAised to accept of more than the half; with which 
she proposed, at her country seat, to erect a mausoleum 
of black marble to the memory of her Angelica. 

At length he set out with his sighing and silent trahi : 
and, after a Toyage, lengthened by wo, arrived finally at 
Enfield. 

Never wasiseen such a concourse at any funoiral, sinca 
the Aineral of Jacob, on which all Egypt at^hded t thay 
crowded flroro a distance of thirty miles round. Aul 
when they saw the old and revered patron of the coon- 
try, all covered with sad and solemn weeds ; whan thay 
beheld his countenance exceeding all pomp of sorrow, 
and conceived the Weight and wnnging that vras then at 
his heart; envy was (pitta blunted, and robbed ofifa st|iig» 
They now lamented the living mora than th^y moumad 
the dead ; and the poorest Among the poor looked down. 
With an eye of compassion, upon the great man, now 
rendered as they deemed, more pitiable and desolate even 
than themselves ; wjttiout child or kindred ; without any 
to continue his name or his hononn; without any who 
could claim a share in his wealth or his wo ; without any 
cause of further comlbrt, or f^ither care upon earth. 
• During the following week the ftail kept his diamber, 
and would net admit of no visitor, till Mr* Meekly ap« 
rived. 

Mr. Meekly had long estranged himself to Enllald \ 
he had gbne etsewhere, seeking the bouses of mourning, 
and breathing peace and consolation wherever he want i 
but as soon as be heard of the affliction of his n<^hi 
ftiend. he' Ivwteiled to help him to bear up under the 
weight <3r hit calamity. He entered, and seated himself 
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it} aiknc^ beside (he f^fr], be there wept near tm hour 
witiHmt uttering a syllable. 

My lord was the ()rst who spoke ; Mr. Meekly, said 
he, E^y heart gratefully feels this melting proof of your 
icrre. You weep for me, my Ariend, because you see, 
find kindly feel, that there is no other comibrt for me on 
this side me gnive. 

God mrbld, GodfbrMd! snid Mr. Meekly; the best and 
greatest of all comforts is coming to ^ou, my lord. Eter- 
nal truth has promised it, and he will make it good to 
you : ** Blessedi blessed are they who mourn, for they 
sbdll be comforted. " 

Ah, Mr. Meekly, replied the Earl, the comfort that you 
mention is promised only to the deeply contrite and bro- 
ken of heart : to those who duly lament the baseness of 
their offences against so great and good a God. Neither do 
I despair, my friend, but that I also' may tonally share 
some portion of that same comfort; fbr, as I feeling;ly 
acknowledge myself the greatest of ail sinners, so I wish 
for grace to maKe me the greatest of penitents. 

God be praised, cried Meekly, for the grace already 
given ! There was a time, my lord, when, as you told 
me, you had nothing of these divine dispositions; wheu 
the world, as you said, seemed to hold out happiness to 
you on either hand; when fortune, title, precedence, 
/ circling honours about you, and within you youth and 
health, and a revelling flow of blood and spirits, wholly 
disguised and concealed the state of ybxrr nature fyom 
you ; when they hid from you your own body of frailty, 
distemper, sin, and death, and left you no occasion to 
call out for a Saviour, as you &lt nothing firom which you 
desired to be saved. But God has now been graciously 
pleased to send you his monitors, and to call upon you 
Dy affliction^ that you, in your turn, may call upon him 
who alone can give yoU consolation. 
' It is not my lord, to the mourners for sin alone, to 
whom comrort is promised : the state of suffering and 
mourning is in its nature extremely salutary, and of 
nappy tendency to man ; and it is therefore that the suf- 
fering jKSps hath pronounced it blessed. 

The God of all love takes no delight jn the suflGerings 
of his i)Oor and pitiable crea^tures : neither would he have 
m&^e this state of our mortality a vale pf tears, ai^d a 
state of misery, had it not been in order to conduct us 
through transitory evils to ever enduring bliss, wher? 
'<be mmself will wipe all tear^ fVom our eyes. " 

When Adam, by his apostacy and filing off from his 
Xftk^r> had converted all the goods bf nis temporary 
ttpte iuto evil incitements to lust, covetousness, and sen- 
•ui^ty; God determined, by a gracious reverse, to turn 
•nm evils of corrupt and ftiUen nature into means of 
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enduring good to hu fellen and frail creatures : he there- 
fore appointed pain, affliction, distreas, and disease, to 
be his E^uslersThis monitors, and preiSchers within us. 
to convince us of all the evil of our depraved and mortal 
nature ; to wean us from a world that is f uU of fake 
promises, but empty of true enjoyment ; to remind us 
that we are strangers and pilgnms upon earth ; to turn 
our eye to the Star that hath visited us firom on high ; 
and, finally, through our sufferings, to accomplish the 
great work of his own salvation in us. 

Thank you, thank you, Mr. Meekly, these are com- 
Ibrting things indeed. They pluck comfort from the 
very depth and abyss of affliction ; I love that my God 
should Be lovely to my heart Tou have now rent the 
dark veil that long hung before my eyes ; and the Sun 
of righteousnsBS breaks upon me through the clouds of 
my mortalitjr. — ^But, what of death, Mr. Meekly, what of 
death, my mend ? J am interested in the Question ; my 
time is approachiAg. When this body shall fall to dust, 
and all tnefie organs of sensation be utterly cut off; what 
remains, what then shall follow 1 by what means shall 
my spirit attain the powers of new perception l or am I 
to lie in the grave, in a state of total insensibility, tin 
the last trumpet shall sound? My nature shrinks, I con- 
fiBSs, firom a total deprivation of the sense of existence. 

It is no way evident to me, my lord, that body, or at 
least such gross bodies as we now have, are necessary 
to the perceptions and sensibilities of our spirit God 
himself is a Spirit, an all-seeing, all-hearing, all-tasting, 
all-smelting, all-feeling, all-knowing, and all-governing 
Spirit ** He who made the eye, shall he hot see ? He 
wno made the ear, shall he not hear]" Wherefore, as 
our spirits are the offsprings of his divine Spirit we 
may justly presume them endowed with like capacities. 
But if body is necessary to the perception of spirit, 
as ZoroiBster, the illuminated philosopher, seems to inti- 
mate, where, speaking of God, he says, '* whose body 
IS light snd whose soul is truth ;'^ ii^ this case, I 
say. we may reasonably suppose, that when our spirits 
shall be parted from these gross and frail bodies, they 
shall be mstantly clothed upon with more pure and per- 
manent bodies. Or, as I rather think, that those pure 
and permanent bodies are already forming, and pregnant 
withm our gross and corruptible bodies ; and that when 
the midwife Death shall deliver us from the dark womb 
of our woefiil travail and mortality, we shall immediate- 
ly spring forth into incorrupUon and glory. 

Of this, my lord, I am as confident as I am of my 
being, that he who, by faith, hath ahready put on Christ 
■haU break through death ih the brightneis of the body 
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of his new birth, incorruptible, immortal, and Ueesed to 
all eternity. 

Tell me then, ray dearest Meekly, what mean you by 
the body of this new birth ? ibr, alas, I am but too apt 
to ery out with Nicodemus. ** How can these thinss be f " 

I mean, my lord, the rormin^ oi Christ within us. 
Our being formed anew of a divine seed of our second 
Adam, even as our gross bodies were formed in the 
womb from a corruptible seed of the old Adam. I mean 
the clothing of our spirits of the heavenly substantiality 
of the. spiritual body and blood of the neavienly Jesus 




iving thief entered pi 
dise with his Lord on the day of the crucifixion. ''I am 
the resurrection and the life," saith Jesus : *< whoso be- 
Ijeveth in me, though he were dead yet shall he live ; 
and he who liveth and believetb in me shall never die :" 
death shall become a new and divine birth unto him. 
And the great apostle says, ** There are celestial bodies, 
and bodies terrestrial ; but the glory of the celestial is 
one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another." And 
aji^ain he says, "For we know, that if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens." , 

These are great things indeed, Mr. Meekly, and full 
of hope, as well as incitements to divine ambiuon. 

But why, my lord, should a new birth from Jxsus 
Chbtst be thought wonderful 1 Is there any thing more 
wonderful in it, than in the forming and unfolding of 
the whole stupendous mechanism of the body of our old 
inan from a scarce visible speck of eternity! Is there 
any thing more wonderful in it, than in the growth 
and unfolding of any common vegetable flroin some 
latent principle or invisible speck in the seed, which not 
all the optics and glasses of a Galilieo should be able to 
discover! Were not these the known facts of every day 
and hour, incredulity vrould have laughed the supposi- 
t|9n to naught. But, I think, I have got about me 
something surprising analogous and apposite to the 
patuie and maii:>er of our new birth in Jesus. 

Mr. Meekly then out his hand to his pocket, and took 
out a lump of matter, Lu form like a long and huge mag • 
o^L evidently without n^otion, apparently without life, 
And haid and incrusted all libout to the feeling. 

What have you got there, lOy friend, said the earl 1 
An old worm, my lord, that at this instant, is pregnimt 
with the birth of a new creature. , Impoeaible, cried the 
«arl, the tl*ig h absolutely dwd ! The body of U» old 
worm is dew^ Uideed, my lord; but there is certainly a 




^n THK root, OF aUAUT?. 

DTincipl^ of a nf w life withia it, tl)at win.«opn imntf j a j 
lUeifm the Dtrth of a very beautiral and woiuS^nvw 
elofjODs creature. \n^ ti^ you will ^<li if you leavl 
5 for a few cfay^i vftteje it may gpt the ibsuripg wannUi 
of the «un through ' " " ' 

never aeen < 

Ye8| and 

jnechanism of its double wingi|,^aqd tUva tttstre of ity 
irradiations. 

This msMi nty lord, of apparently insensible matter« 
is now actually pregnant with pne of the same species, 
The parent, through whose death His to attiiin lire, wa« 
no other, as you see, than a vile ^nd erovelling maggot, 

Srho once led an4 took its delight in the stench ana or- 
ure of a jaVes. But \^e npw creature that is to pro- 
ceed fropi^ it wiP be of a quite different r\(iture and ten- 
dency : it win loth the food anq oocupation pf its fonl 
progenitor ; H will soar sublime pyer cfirn^ and earthly 
things ; it wal dripk the dews of heaven, and feed o^ 
the consummate nectar and firagpincc of flpwers. 

This, indeed, Mr. Meekly, rtgomed the Eafl, is to mtike 
the invisible things of God visible, evep to the nalcea 
ey<^« by the things that are seen. 

Whue my lord and his friend yrere thus deeply in 
discourse, Mr. John, the hpuse^ward, came in, an4 
told his master, that one waited in the hall with a lettef 
for him. 

A letter, cried the Earl ! what can I have to say, Jolu^ 
to any letter, or any ot the writers thereof! — But some- 
thing is due to humanity, and it shall be paid ; flesire 
)iim to step in. 

. Hereupon a stranger entered, whose figure instan^ 
caught the eyes and attention of t)ie ^arl and his com- 
panion in an astonished captivity. The youth ^mtt 
dressed in a moumins frock, and his dark brown locks, 
tied behind with a black riband, flowed carelessly be* 
tween his shoulders; while some of the firont-stri^ring 
curls, as in sport, alternately shaded and discovered a 
part of hia. lovely oountenance. He bowed, he moved 
attraction ;^ and gracefully advancing toward my lord^ 
he again bowed* lai4 ^ ^cwt hefore nim op the table, 
and then silently retired bacj^ward a few steps. 

They viewed him, they gazed on him, as it bad been 
the sudden visiop of an 9Pgel of light Mr. Meekly yrm 
not ^ble to utter a word ; neither ^ad w lord'tUer power 
to lay a finger on the paper that was directed to hi&i ; 
till jyir* Meekly, at last, giving a great stroke on the 
tfbjiei cried sudc^nly out, i woind lay a thousand pdnnds 
of iti it is he • It is he !--^my heart telli^ me He cto'lib 
no other but your Harry Clintoi:) f . • . -, 

U^f§ Umi iprmif^ f>fw^f «^4 cfstiny iiimsefir pit* 
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cipitateljr a^tlie feet of the ^garl, Ite cUwped hi* km^m 
wiHi a^* ?ager reverence, emngj My fefller, my bononi- 
ei^, iny dear, my dear father ! and l^ote iot^ ^an. 

My Lord, allln a tremour, attempted to raise him ts^ 
his arms: and Hapry, perceiving tbia> i^oflfl and tbseyif 
fcriiDsi^irjnto the bosom of bis ftttbetv JBnt uteSarl&B^t- 
lSF* ^qd fondly pat him cfP a KtCle, a^cl e^Ui|^ inte^tIy■ 
<m a cpiiritenance that appeared io (iQO iQvely ftbovQ au 



that was lovely in the circle of creation, he gatAerjid 
ntm strength, and catching Harry to hw weMl. he ex- 
(^imed in a tramsport, ** Let t^e diei l^t jf\$, qtd*. 8JAC9 X 
ISKvb seeii my faee, my soil.** 

Thus, my Lord, in Xhe icecent acqujstUoQ of such a 9on, 
f<^cft htl ms Josses, and cast' the wh'otip weight Qf hw 
late c^himtties b^Mi^d him. His eye cpula 0.01 be t|feS 
with seeing him^ neither his ear with be^LilQg the fweet- 
ness of tii^ voi6e, ^4 he contihije^ to, hold, to ga^e at 
Mm, to caress him, unmihdiUl of aug^it else, \uumiidfo( 
ev^n of his fr^eni} |^ee)Kly^ who eil^t enrap,^ivro3pe9^4e 
him. 

Will, 
Earl I 




yon must not, y 

ii«{ Tlcrt'for a ihlnute ; a second loss of my son 'wbu,](d 
^ickly brine my gray heirs with sorrow tp 'the gray^' . 
N-^ver, never my Lord, will I leave you, tenderly cr\c<Ji 
IImtv : never, for a moment, will t IbrsaVe yog again, 
ny'nitner. I come purposely to watch bvcr,tocpmfr>r^^ 
to 'tend ydu, whi.'e I have life, wit^ all imaginably uai- 
deraess, affection, and duty. 

'^fiut where, liastily asked the Earl, wh^e is the mjjr- 
derer wM stabbed my peace 1 where js that old thief^ 
that robber, who rent my child from me 1 Ah'! my Lorc^ 
aUMi IlArry, he w very ftir froni liieriti^ig such oppro- 
btious epithets; he is a summary of all yiat is ^celfent, 
idl thai n amiable in nature. He respects imd^ Vovef 
^u toe above the world, and aU that is in It deserving 
of love. O, had you lately §een h^ grief for youf losses, 
ttie 'ilooda of '.tears he shed, — ^yi — ibir— for— ^^ — ftsre 
Harry could no more; but, on the fecoHeptiyn oC J^$. 
mother and brother, burst into ^ears. 

But teH me, my 4ei 
and what lie 

• Even' ttie _ , . , > . . ... 

mvbb l<iv^, my revered, my mpef honoured unc]^ 



Ih&eat among ten thousand," the ert^afght^tc^dfuri^] 
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And such he Is at tlufl day, my Loird. But alas, aba, 
m baa been broken by the batteries of many afllletiona : 
^jpan wholly made up of sorrowg, and acquainted with 
tilling griefk ! You wanted me not, when he took me, 
my ftither: yon had other and richer treaaureay.oomforta 
that were infinitely more worthy your regard. B«t lit- 
tle and despicable as I was, he had nothing but me. I be* 
came his only comfort, the only treasure in which he de- 
lighted. Yet as soon as h» heard that yon wanted con- 
solation, he chose rather to be without it himself; and so 
he restores me to you, if I may be any little matter ot 
comfort to you, my father. 

And where is this dear uncle, tbrs precious brother, 
my Harry 1 Is he come with you t Snail I be so bless- 
ed to take him in with my eye, to take him in with my 
arms ; to petition, to obtain his pardon ; to press him to 
my bosom, to my heart, to my soul 1 Where is he, where 
is this precious brother, my Harry 1 

He 18 not come with me, my Lord ; he feared, as he 
said, that you would not fprgive bim the carrying off 
your Ganymede; but he is desirous of attending you on 
the first intimation. 

Then you must write to him for that purpose to-mor- 
row, my son ; and despatch your invitation by some of 
our swiftest horses. The indaeoce of his darling will, 
unquestionably, be greater than that of an offending and 
unnatural brother. Is this letter frona bim, Harry ! — ^It ia 
my Lord. — Then, I will not peruse it, till I get by ray- 
self. It probably contains reproacheahut too well roent* 
ed; or possibly matters of consolation, too tender for me 
to bear. — BxiC Mr. Meekly, ray dearest Meekly, ten thou* 
sand pardons!— Harry, take lo your arms the man, in 
the world, next to your uncle, most deserving of-; your 
reverence, most deserving of your heart ! 

Here Mr. Meekly kissed and embraced our hero, with 
all the tenderness of a father, and the ardour of an old 
friend. 
' Mr. Meekly, cried Harry, looking earnestly and fond- 
ly at him, do I' not remember something of that face, 
Mr. Meekly 1 Are vou not the gentleman for whom I, 
long since, oonceivea sueh an attachment, to whom my 
heart cleaved, as I may say, from my infancy t 

I. am, my heavenly creature, answered Meekly, I am 
the man indeed whose soul was knit to yours. like the 
so^ of Jonathan to David, the first moment I beheld you, 
and who saw in you then all those noble, generousrand 
divinely humane propensities, that I see arrived to their 
maturity at this happy day. 

While Mr. Meekly was thus rejoicing, Harry happen^ 
^ to turn his head aside, and spying the lively portraita 

imy lady and Lord Richani{he started, be cece. ft«d« 
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gifting on UieiD ft minute, he went ioftly to tile window^ 
and taking out his handkerehlef, kept his back to the 
company, while he vented his emotions in a silent paa* 
sion of tears. His father and Mr. Meekly perceived what 
he was about, but they did not disturb hmi. He brought 
fresh to their remembrance all the passages of lateaffiio- 
tion, and they silently joined a flow of grief to his. But 
their tears were the tears of sympathising humanity, or 
rather tears of delight, on observing the sweet sensibili- 
ties of their darling. 

In the mean time, Mr. Frank, who attended on Harry, 
had whisperingly given the moumihg domestics an inti- 
mation concerning the person of the stranger who had ar- 
rived; some of them well remembered him ; and all of 
them had heard of him, and conceived a very kindly im- 
pression of our Harry. They first expressed thek mutual 
M>y» by kisses, embraces, and silent shakes of the hand ; 
out in a little space, their congratulations became more 
loud and tumultuous, and the' voice of exultation was 
heard through aU the lower house. 

Harry hereupon felt himself secretly hurt and turning 
to his father his yet tearful countenance. My Lord, says 
he, I beseech you to suppress this unseasonable sound of 
joy among your servants, in a house that ought so justly 
to be the house of mourning. — ^My love, mildly and 
kindly answered the £arl, I cannot wholly refuse, to my 
poor and afflicted people, some share of that com tort 
which I myself feel on the return of my Harry. They 
are all my old and true servants, my cnild ; this is no 
other than an expression of their love to you and to me ; 
and I request you to receive them afiectionately for my 
sake. 

Here the Earl rung a bell, and desired that all his do- 
mestics should come in. 

They accordingly entered. Harry perfectly recollect- 
ed Mr. John the steward, Mr. Samuel the butler, and old 
Mrs. Mary the cook. He called them by their names, 
reminded them of old times, and took them in his arms 
with much affection^ He then turned to the other ser- 
vants. He took each of tliem by the hand in turns, and 
spoke to them, with such a natural ease and lowliness 
as though he himself desired, in his father's house, to be- 
come also ** as one of his hired servants." Hereupon, 
gathering all about him, they catehed and kissed his 
hand by force ; and then kneeling around, they promis- 
cuously petitioned for blessings on his head ; and rising, 
retired in a pleasing passion of sobs and tears; while the 
enraptured Earl beheld all, with a mixture of such blissn 
fill sensations as he had never felt before* 

It now began to grow late ; and aftu a short repast of 
tome smaU matters, my Lord proposed their retiring, to 
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bed. Bui, my friend, said he to Harry, you muBt con- 
tent yoarmV with hntn^ m pnaoner for w pt«Pi«t ; jmi 
muit lie in my chamber; I wiU not tmat my lamb from 
my aide, for rear of its i^oin^ on<Be mere astray. All, my 
Lord, cned Ha<ry, there is no fear of that; ray kAaxt is 
wholly your property, and you luive thereby a sure held 
of an that I am. 

The ttiext morning Harry impatiently roee befbra the 
servants were stirring, andunlodtihg tho great door, and 
closing it softly after him, h6 wen^ out exulting on bis 
premeditated expedition. He reconnoitred andreeoUeci- 
ed the quondam scenes of his xshiMhood, and flying, Hke 
a bird orer the hedges, and other obstacles, be made the 
shortest way to his still precious mammy's. 

When he approached the plaoe of his infant endear- 
ments, he met his foster-father going ibrth to the field, 
with a solemn and melancholy air, on his usual occupa« 
lions. Harry instantly remembered the features, once so 
delightful, and springing to him, and catehing at him, he 
kissed and claspHod him repeatedly., and cmd aloud. My 
daddy, my dear daddy Dobson ! iibw glad am I to see 
you on^^«gain ! hotr is my mammy, my dear mammy ? 
How is little Tommy, and little Racfiel,'and aU our dear 
femily ? 

The old man then respectfully withdrawing a space, 
I dont know you, my sweet master, said he ; I never saw 
you before. Indeed, but you did ; many and many a 
time and oft, cried Harry, you carried me in your^iurmSy 
almost the livelong day, and pressed !and hushed me to 
sleep at night in yonr bosom. Don't you remember your 
little Harry 1 don't you vemember my two dogs 1 tkmH 
you remember my cock f 

O, exclaimed the good old man, I now believe that you 
are my child, the dearest child that ever ttas bom ! But 
I never hoped to see him such a thing as you are; I never 
thought to ffee such a glorious creature upon earth ! 

Here old Dobson returned Harry's caresses with a 
twofold feroe, and, blubbering all aloud, had like to 
have amothemd him with the intenseness of his enihcacea. 

Bring me; bring me, cried Harryt to the sieht of my 
dearest mammy : I am all inpatient to behold ber. 

Not so fast, said Gaffisr Dohson-*rI love my old loving 
Kate: and should she find you oat of a sudden, she 
would oei'tiBLinly die of joy. But I wiU bring you to her 
as a stranger, and so you may brine matters about* 
And indeed I fear that my own head is likely to be crazed 
by this busireis ; fer I do not find that I am the same 
mm that I was a while ago. I shall grow too 'proud^ I 
doubt, and lo^ down upon aU my better neigbboitrs. 

Goodman Dobson thea eoaduoted Harry to titaeicaacient 
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^abitaUon, Nurse Dobsonwafl just up, and preparing^ 
to coi^b the heads o( ber children, when they enteted. 

Kate, says he, t have brought to you a young stranger, 
who says be can give you some account of your htUe 
Harry : who says he is still auve, notwithstanding all 
your frights, ana will shortly pay a visit to some parts 
pf this country ; and Who knows then but that we* among 
others, may happen to set our eyes upon him, and that 
I think would be a great blessing, my Kate. 

O, no, no, no, exclaimed uurse, without deigning to 
cast her eyes on the stranger : hd is dead, he is gone from 
W these maiiy, many^ears ! I once hoped to have his 
in^nt on my knee, and in my bpsom : but that hope is 
quite gone. Never, never ihm I behold my darling 
ftgafn r 

Harrv had seated lUmself just -opposite to nurse, 
when, looking up» she started, and stared eagerly in his 
fttdb. i)on't impose upon me, Williami says she; tell 
me, tell me at once, mayha]^ this Is my child! Ah, 
against the world, the dimple m that smile is the dimpl9 
ot my Harry. 

Here Harry sprung up, apd, at one leap caught his 
rising nuft« fn his arms, crying. My mammy, my dearest 
mammy, do 1 live to be pressed once more to your dear 
bosom; 

But tha noor woman breathed short, and could iiot get 
out a word. Twenty times she put him from her, an^ 
catched him to her again, gating at mm, by intervals. 
With a frantia affection. At lenetb, she cast nerself bac)E 
on the bench that was behind her, and, dappi^ig her 
hands together, she gavg a great shout, and burst into an 
hyBtericai passion or tears; while Harry seated himself 




'iTUB gusn came very seasonaoiy ror our ipvinf 
tdief. she soon recovered her breath and Iter sienses , 
and, Mding some drops on her Harry^s cheeks, sh9 drew 
them in with heir lips, crying, precious pearls be th^se ! 
I would not exchange one oTthem for the brighties^ dia- 
mond in the mines. 

ftfammy, says Harry — I stole away to come ^d see 
you, while my fl^er was astoep, or else I should npt 
nave had leave to stir ftopi him a fbpt. But yoi^ and my 
daddy must promise to come and dine with me ; we w|fi 
have a table by ourselves. And do you, my dear mam- 
my, step to our houssi and, if my father mduld miss me, 
ten wnf au) gone into the town and will be back With 
Ilim vefbre breakikBt. 

Harry th«u stopp0d to the village, and lememberuig 
Gapit Truck** house, he wentftmuliarly in, an4 Inquir- "^ 
td of tfati good woman how all the family was. my, 
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how is my honest old Bartholomew, says be, and bow 
ia your pretty daughter Molly, and, above all, what ia 
become of my old mend Tom 1 The poor woman all ih 
amazement, cried, A pretty Tom be la forsooth, to be 
ftiend to such a sweet young gentleman as you are. — 
But the truth is, that our Tom is at prentice to a barber 
«at next door. Well, says Harry, when Gaffer Trucic 
conies home, tell him that his old acquaintance, Harry 
Clinton, called to see him. 

Tom had just finished an operation on a neighbour as 
our hero entered. How are you Tom, said he, careless- 
ly. Tom gaped, and stared, and gaped, but answered 
not a word, will you give me a cast of your office, 
Tom t Ay, that I will, master, as soon as you get a 
beard. Why, Tom, you are grown a huge hulking fel- 
low since I saw you last ; wilTyou step to yonder green 
and wrestle one fall with me 1 No, no, master, I should 
hurt you ; methinks I could throw a dozen of such fair- 
weather gentlemen as you are, master. 

Harry instantly seized Tom bv the breast with one 
hand, and by the shoulder with the other; when Tom, 
feeling the hardness and hurt of his gripe, immediately 
exertea his powers and grappled with nis adversary. — 
But Harry, /giving him a sligntfoot, laid him on the broad 
of his back m the middle of his own floor ; but kept him 
with both hands iVom bein|[ hurt against the ground. 

I believe, said Tom, rismg, you must certainly be the 
devil ; and come, as they say, to fling poor sinners in the 
shape of an angel of light Ah, Tom, Tom, cried Harry 
this is not the first struggle that you and I have had. Do 
you remember the bag of nuta, and poor blind Tommy t 
nave you forgot your old friend, your little Harry Clm- 
ton ? 

Bless'd mercy ! exclaimed Tom. can you be my young 
Lord, my heart's dear young master 1 I am indeed, an- 
swered Harry, yoqr old acquaintance, my dear Ton^ 
your loving mend, Harry Chnton. And so saying, he 
took Tom about the neck, and kissed him very cordially. 

Tom, says Harry, I want you to take a walk with me ; 
Tom instantly assented, and out they went. 

As they walked along, Harry began to grow sad. — 
Tom, said he, do you know where my dear brother Dicky 
was buried? lYea, Sir. said Tom, a great way off, in yonder 
church-yard below the town's end. Do you know where 
the sexton lives. Tom ? In a little white house. Sir, juat 
joining the yard. 

As soon as they arrived, Tom called out the sexton, 
and Harry, putting a guinea into his hand, ordered him 
directly to unlock the family vault 

The man looked astonished, but obeyed in silence ; 
and Harry, as he entered, desired the sexton and Tom 
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to w«it at a distance, and promifled to be With timn by 
and by. 

He put to the door after him. just leavmg light enough 
to distinguish the reoent deposites of the dead. 

O, said he, as he advanced, thou trae house <tf moiim- 
ingy thou silent end of all men, how sad art thou to sense ! 
how sad to me above all, who bearest in thy dark bo- 
som such precious and beloved relics ! 

Then, casting himself on the oof&ns of my lady and 
lord Richard, as they lay side by aide, and clasping his 
arms about them as fai he- could reach ; O, he cried, my 
mother, my brother ! my dearest brother, my dearest 
mother ! you are gone, you are gone Arom me, and you 
never knew the love that your son and brother had Ibr 

fou. A.h, how did I flatter myself, what happiness dkt 
not propose, in attending, serving, and pleasing you ; 
in doing theusands of tender, kinddy, and endeanng of- 
fices about you ! but you are snatched from me, my moth- 
er, you are snatched from me, my brother ! all my proa- 
peets are defeated and cut, away forever ! you will no 
more return to me, but 1 shall go to you : and O that I 
were laid with you this ininute in this still and peaeefld 
mansion, where hopes and fea» oease, and all are hum- 
ble together. 

* Meanwhile Mr. Meekly had ffone abroad on his morn- 
ing's walk. He met nurse on her way to the mansion- 
house» and, accosting her in a kind of triumph, My 
good nurse, says he, we have blessed tidings for yott ; 
your Harry, your hero is come to the country. I know 
jty $ir, I know it, answered nurse; it is but a little while 
ago that my babe left my bosom. 

Mr. Meekly then proceeded in order to join his young 
friend, inqoinng of all he met which way Lord nany 
went, till at last he was directed to the church-yard. 
There, he fbund Tom and the sexton, who, on farther 

a ucstk>n^ silently pointed to the door of the family-vault 
lat'hmu^ on tlie jar. 

Mr. Ateekly felt himself affected, and withdrew to a 
greater distance, but still keeping his Ibaiful eye on the 
sad Bianaion that now held the living with the dead. 

At length Harry came forth drjring his cheeks with 
.bis ^landkeTchief. He assumed a constrained air of 
oheerAilness; and joining Tom and the sexton, observed 
that a great crowd was^theringin the town. 

Who are those, Tom T said he. I suppose, answered 
Tom, your honour's tenants and old acquaintaneea, 
who are getting together to welcome you to the country. 
If that is the case, Tom, we must go and salute them ; 
and you shall introduce me, and tell me who is who : 
for, though my heart is heavy laden, it must not giy» « 
diiicbaif e in fUU to gratitude and humanity. 
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M«. UmMf beic^i^iiv tlml Iteiry wta oft iito i <i ma » 

kept onward, aloof from him, but with an eya an hia 



By thia tisM tlto crowd bad aortad tfaemaelvea, tiM 
iMflipBia of Ilia fliBiilias into one groapa, tha young 

wto attathar^and the ftirmaidana into another; 

and, aa Hatry appaaached, they all aet up a joint ahoAt 
of triumph. 

Pleaaa w^t honour, nya Tom, thia ia my father, and 
this ia Galfer Onbbtoa, aitd thia good nan DeilMter» ami 
thia fttmer Faktar, and io on. 

Harry, with the lowhneai of a waaber of feet, -WMld 
have hiwed and atnbnieed them ^1 in tuma; but, |haai 
itkg about him, they atind a hand on «lthar aide, awl 
eagerly kiavd theao, aa akm the akiita of his dothaa all 
round. 

Gad blaaa your avvaet faoa ! cried rnodnan Damatar ; 
Who aeea it m a morning can't ftil, 1 thinks of proqiat- 



incthe livelong day. 

When he caofie, in aiicopasion, to the companiona of 
hia infhncy, as he kissed and ehook handa with each, in 
tRtttta, aoma ttBmiodad him of hia having beat them «t 
boxing, others at wrsatiing, and all of his having plsyed 
with them at prison-blirs, leap-frog, shout-the-gate, afeMl 



Meanwhiie the girls panted, gaaedai him, and la of ad 
(0 get htm to theaiaeh'es. Sir, says Tom. here ia imir 
oraacquaintanoe, my sister Molly ; theie is not a lad in 
tha town whom she is ««it able to toss, exee|yt yotir 
iMliouIn MoUy looked ibU of health as Hebe> and rosy 
as the May, and Harry caught her about the neek, and 
kissed her very oofdiaily. Do yoq remember me, Hol- 
ly 1 1), answered Molly, I shall never forget since your 
bonour'a LonWiqi ana I used to wrestle every day ha- 
hiad our houba. Ay> MoAy, cned Harrys them was no 
harm in it, thttv hut a ftdl at thiadav niighl ha (tangct- 
oua to one of us ; above all things tase care of that, my 
Cood Molly. And if ytnrknow ere a pretty lad to Whom 
arou have a liMng, I will give you fifty guinean, i» old 
amgiatntant>e sake, towara making up your poftian. 

The net of Che girls now pressed for thieir ahaA of 
Haivy, and it was with difficulty that he divided hhinalf 
with any saitiaAictory equality among them, as they aU 
kissed him ao cloae, and aeemed ao loth to part. 

M length Harry % watch reminded him that it waa 
time to attend hia fither, and aa he parted they ahouted 
after hkn^ Long liia, and health, and hoiMurs. Io o«r 
townsman) our own hnj, our own dear aweet ehiM ! 

.In tha meantiDhi^ Mr. Meekly had retomed home, 
witii hia famai ftiller tidiiigs to the fi*L Whsnfiaitr 
arnvedTbreafcihst waft on table, and hb paicoavvd HMK 
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Ml IMliir hMl be«n m tears. But no fioil^e was taken 

' oftlMft aflhit at the efianiel<4iou8e on either part 

When btvakftst was over, Harry called in John. Mr. 
Jolm» aaya be. can you tell me bow many fiimlh'es there 
Mb in ms village of yoar's 1 Twenty-five fiiniilies et- 
•Dtyr> my len). Then Harry turned to his ikther and 
■aid, If your Loiiiship will be pleased to lend me five 
faUiMMd eoineas for the present, I will pay you very 

- iMiiestiy the hour titat my unde eomes to the country. 
Why, mmh, cried the Earl pleasantly, what right his 
ymv uncle t» pay your debts, especiany to such a great 
amount as you spealc of? Oi my Lord, answered Harry, 
1 navft' alt^ady s^u^ndered away above fifty thousand 
pounds Of bis Mioney; and this is but a trine, which I 
MB sure I may very safely add to the rest. 

Utge Ibe Eari looked truly astonished. Fifty thous- 
and pounds ! he exclaimed, impossible, Harry f Why, 
yoomril neither bq<A ponds or lakes as mine m London, 
wliefein you might make ducks and drakes of them. 
Mow, in m worra^ eould you contrive it! Where did 
you 4ii|)iisb (^ them 1 

la boBpittis and in prisons, my father, answered 
H^nry ; in stieets and highways, amone the wretched 
tMd the flidtgent ; sunplymg eyes to tlie Dlind, and limbs 
to the iBfOBy and cheerfulness to the sorrowful and 

' bMlDM or beah ; tbr sueh was my uncle's orders. 

Let mejro, let- me go fVom this place, my lord, cried 
Meebiy; IHrt boy VrfA absolutely kiu me if I stay any 
lomer. He e«reipowers, he suflbcates me with the 
vvmnt ct Mb sentfmefits. 

W«ll^ Harry, said the Earl, go to my desk ; here is 

' tiM bey of the dHiwer on the left band, and I make you 
• p i e iBn t ef the key and tlie contents ; perhaps you may 
Had tiMre nearly as much as will answer your present 
6irtltenoiee. 

Hany went, aad openinjg the drawer, was luionished 
M mm it quite Mil of g^ld ; however, he took no more 

•ttttp jual the ftum proposed ; and, returning to bis ikther, 
Mid, Wbai shaH I dofmy bird, vrith that vast heap Of 

. ndner 1 Why, ynu extravagant rogue, leplied the Earl, 
|jitot« li iM)C«s mueb In it as wiH pay the debt you have 

• i p j a tit ct g d vvith one man. O, cried Harry, I am quite 
«asy iiaon thai score ; I will nerver afiVont mv uncle by 
Wm4imr^ti penny. And dont you think, said the 
Eart, tlHit We iiave got poor among us in the country as 
«ibll m ym hav« lb m Mty. Harry ! I believe you 
iBfty lums foi sodie» my loid; bat then I $m much more 
4imcult than you nmy think, in the objects on whom I 
waolA'ebooM M coafer dMuity. t look upon the monciy 
anaaasd by tkt$ weaKhy to biivv been already extracted 
$nm Htm MmiBga of Ito poor ; th« poor fbnabr, the poor 
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craflflOMD, the baid-lMiided peaaaat, mod the disM^^ 
er, whose seven children perhaps mhsist on Uie miUc or 
& couple of cows. Wherefore, the objects on whom we 
bestow these gatherings ought at least to be somethUig 
poorer, and more worthy of compassion than those from 
whom the money was exacted. So saying, he stepped 
out. 

Amazing boy ! cried Mr. Meekly, how new, and yet 
how just was that observation ! I am, cried the Earl, aa 
it were in a kind of delicious dream, and can scarce vet 
believe myself, so blessed as to be the father of such a 
child! 

In the meantime, Harry bad called John aside. Mr- 
John, says he, here are live hundred guineaa. Be pleased 
to step and distribute them by twenty guinea* to each 
of the iamilies in the village. I weula save you the 
trouble, and give them myself, but that« for the present, 
my heart turns with disgust from their thanks and their 
honours. Tell them, that this is a token, in memory of 
my dear brother, to keep them in rohnd of him. Tell 
them furlher, that I will nave no carousals, no rejoicing, 
on account of my^ arrival, and .that it would, please me 
infinitely better, if my return would bring their late 
losses to their remembrance, and set them all in tears 
and lamentations. 

My Lord now proposed a saunter into the park, in 
order to procure an appetite for dinner. Aooordingly 
the gate was ordered to be unlocked ; and thev enleied 
on a gravel-walk, that was walled in on the left hand, 
and paled in on the ri^ht, along the verge of ftve canals, 
that fell, successively, in cascades, the one into the other. 

As they talked and walked along, they met with a 
six-barred gate that directly thwartedtheir paasage ; and 
my Lord reached his hand through the rails lor the key 
that the keeper had left in the lock on the inside, but be 
could not get at it We are aH at a full etop now, said 
he, unless Harry could make a shift to dimb over the 
gate : but no, do not, my dear ; your foot might bappcn 
to slip between the rails and hurt you. . I- will emy 
your Lordship, answered Harry : I will not veatuie a 
foot upon one of them. So saying, he catehed at tiie 
upmost bar with his left hand, and throwing hiniaelf 
slightly over, opened the gate for his companions. The 
Earl and Mr. Meekly stood mute in utter astenishmeiit 
At length the Earl cried, ChUd, you most surdy be of 
more than mortal mould, or else you have . a ^jpnf^iiiftr 
spirit that conveys you through the air. . Harry smiled, 
out was silent. 

On their return, John called his master aside. Mid 
told him of his due distribution of Harry's bountgr to 
the villagers. But my Lord» says he, wlien I went 
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down I fbnnd them all very bumly empl<qred, in pre* 
paring bonfires and illuminations in honour of my 
young Lord. This, however, I was obliged to counter- 
mand, by his special order: and it has greatly mortified 
all your poor people. Well, well, said the £arl> it can- 
not be helped for the present ; we must not dare to ^- 
. fend our Harry at any rate ^ and so those matters of 
' rejoicing may rest in reserve till the arrival of my 
brother. 

Soon afterward, our hero's fosterers came, decked oat 
in their best atthre ; and Harry ordered a side-table to be 
covered for him and them, but my Lord insisted on their 
dining altogether. 

Harry placed himself very lovinely between them at 
table, that he might help then^ and prevail upon their 
bashralness to eat 

. When the repast was nearly over, nurse inquired after 
fhe litUe begear-boy, whose absence, she imagined, had 
caused the elopement of her darling. He is come to 
great fortune, answered Harry ; he has found his father 
and mother, and is heir to a large estate. Harry then 
told the manner in which Ned had been discovered, and 
they were aH highly pleased and afiected by the relation. 

But mammy, sa^s Harry, what is become of my sister 
Nell]^ on whose milk I was suckled 1 and what is be- 
come of my little brother Tommy, who was but two 
years younger than mvself! — They are both dead, my 
precious ; but God has oeen pleased to give me others in 
their room. — Well,^ mammv, I find we must all die, and 
some time or other that wiU be a great grief to one of us, 
wlricheter ef fis shall happen to outlive the other. I am 
satined to die once, said nurse, but never let me hear 
again of your dying, my angel — I can't suAbr the 
tmnight, she cried, and burst tbrth into tears.F-^1 couldn't 
bear, I coi^dn't bear to die a thousand deaths in the 
death of my Harry ! 

But mammy, said Harry, in order to divert her pae- 
tton, you have not yet inquired after the man with the 
beard. O, the old rogue, exclaimed nurse, I can't think 
of him with patience. Ay^ but mammy, you must know 
that that same old rogue is my own darlinff unde, an 
own and only dear brother to my own dear latber neie. 
If that is the case, said nurse, I don't wonder be should 
so greatly yearn after you ; and indeed I would rather 
wonder if all the world did not yearn and long after 
you, my love ! 

And now, mammy, to show you how much you are 
obliged to this same darling unde, he har ordered me 
to make you a present of Ave hundred pounds, in pay- 
ment, as he says, of thie grief he .has cost you. And 
tike no heed ior your chiKlren, mammyyl will take that 



\ 
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care open lttVMl^, for this mmt deSBLr nn^e has notide 
me h elft of the hunds. And house, and plate* and (Urm- 
tare, tnat he Imb in thia town, and so you see I am w^l 
able to provide <br you all. 

Here my Lord caisC an eye of tender jealousy upon 
Harry ; I peroeiVe, my fion, sard be, that \rour uncle Is 

£oQr only truat. the only dependence that you chooee to 
fcve upon eartii. Harry^ with a ghmee of his eye, in- 
stantly caught the meanme of the eye of his father ; and, 
tlmewmg hfmaelf at Ms leet, O, pardon, my Lord, he 
cried, pray, pardon the OTernowings of a graterol and 
aimple heart! My uncle is my property; but I am 
your's, my fitther, to be cUsposed or in lifb, and in disaih, 
at your pleasure. I do trust, I do depend upon you, 
my father ; and you have dieady overpowered me wtm 
the weight qf your affections. 

My Lord^s eye then glistened, and raising his soil, 
and taking him Ibndly to his bosom, I nelieve I have 
been Wreng, my love, said he, and hereafter I shall al- 
ways ttiink so, rather than think any thing amiss ii^ my 
Hairy. But tell me, my dear, and tell me sincerely ; 
you speak of yotir uncle as one of the ricliest and 
f^reatest men upon earth ; as a prihce, as an emperor, 
enabled to ^ve away fortunes at^d provinces at pi^aaure. 
And he is, my Lord, crted Harry ; he is greater than 
any prince or emperor upon eath. Tp speak only 6f 
his temporal wealth or power, the most ihconsldenit^ 
paft or his value, he can do, as I may say. what he 

S leases in England. The ministry are at ma beck; 
toy profess themselves nfs 8erv9nt8; and even h!s 
tt^sfy acknowledges himself deeply his debtor, and 
owes him, I dare say, half a million. 

And yet this is the man, exclaimed the £arl, (turning 
an eye of penitence on Mr. Meekly ) this la the I^ian, 
as I toM you, my Mend, on whom I looked down with 
such provoking contempt; whom I treated with $Qch 
unpardonable msolence and ignominy. 

My lord then inquired concernhig the pezsoAat M- 
ventures of our hero in London, the account of which 
would have been more entertaining, had not Harry sup- 
pressed, throughout his narration, whatever he appii- 
hended might tend to bis own honour. 

As soon as the fosterers had taken their leave, mV 
lord proposed to his remaining guests a walk in the g^- 
dens; and, after a few turns, they sat down in a rv^ral 
arbour, that was interwoven all about, with Jessamine 
and honeysuckle. 

Mr. Meekly, said the Eail, I have often longed ti> 
hear the particulars of your hfti, and how yOB cAtds to 
live by ffulth, and not by sight, and to hold your cOQviir- 
•ation In fteaven, as you do at this day. 
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I can soon obey your lordship, angwered Maekly ; 
for opQT stoj|y !» v«ry fbort and Y9iy flimple, and ao way 
adpniQd witb unqofpioan iocideiait • 

My mmk^ Qwd a ^w boavs aHar I wm bor». My 
&Uier4i<inpt8Mrv^yaJbii8r|wo y«an;a«d I laU to the 
c|una 9f my qiuy Jkm«p!iau» and nnele |»y wy fatiie/s «ide. 

My imc^ waul aD o|d bachelor, ajod ikougb feo w«0 «f 
a cold temper, t^no. had no teiwkmeaB &>r any (me» Ims- 
vat apM^po copt in my ^ucation. Be want ma to 
Eton 8cho9l|apd i^va theoc^ to* C«mhrif)ga< wbaie> I- 
remainad UU I t^k my d^greea. I then, went to Lon- 
don, bouKDt a aword «nd svi:ord-knot» and conunenead 
n|ie gentleman. 

Tfiougb my bea4 had been di4y stored by my tutoM 
ui the rvi4i9i«nt« of our raUgton.my heart bad not yet 
mi aiur of ita precept^ ; and t eoiKwiyad that to go 
reevilarly to church, receive the sacrament, coaQaaa my- 
^Ifa miaeraWe ainoer, and avoid groaa vices* wfa the 
sum oC Chriatianity. I thei»|»i» entered vi^itboui ecrupto, 
into 1^ thQ faahionable pieaaurea and vanitiea of tha 
agoi and } held, that, t^i, pardon an affifont) would have 
biien one of the deadly sins in a gentiemao ChriattaB* 

One 4^y, at SL James'^ cofl^boiisp, Colone} Stand- 
ar4 and another sentlipKQan engaged at bKokgammonfor 
five hundred suineas ; and, as the staj(e waa ae cawaider- 
able, and both partly celebraV94 tPT their skill in the 
g;|nie, we aU crowded about them to m tiie waue. 

I happened to be next behind Uia cqlooers cbai<r, and 
others presaed behind me eagerly bending and lobHing 
9ver my shoulders. At lengch he began to iret, aa th* 
game was drawing to a dos^, and going against him* 
Pray, gentlemen, he would cry, don't bear upon me so 9 
ipr neaven'a sake keep, off, you will make me loae the 
le.', hereupon, 1 aid my upmost to bear back fironi 
but the company pressed m^ forward, in spite of 
could do ; till the colonel, giving an unhappily de- 
cisive cast, turned aoput in a fury, and spit directly in 
s^y face. 

Indignation gave me sudden and unusual slrengtb, 
and casting <i^ off who had home UAon me, I instantly 
vew my swotd, and ran the colonel.^, ro igh the body* 
X^e company cried out that all was (kir, # id ppening a 
yfVX^iovr, ^r me, th^y ur^(l vud. to escape. Accordingly 
t got btf, rode post to Dover, and there 1 m >ark9d for 
France* 

The colonri, God be praised, did npt (ti^of his wound* 
9^ lay under thehan(|s ef the surgeons hr abova seven 
xuontn^, then recovered and ^eni to join his segi^ii^int in 
FlandeiPI*' 

Of tl^ my UDAle s^nt me ad vice, telixv ss^ •! the sfuua 
pj^, tlju^t I jMSm z^urni w4^aiUi»l^. tS^U^light U 
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with fltfety to my lil^, bat with deftth to my hotioiir ! I 
h$an tftken revrage in<leMl»bmiiot0titiBftbCt]Oti;th(» bAl6s 
nel mtMt be compelled to tMke me personal reparation 
for the affront which he dared to put upon me. Hie re- 
covery has tmtxn dashed the spittle into my^ fiM» ; and I 
Will purrae mm through the world, till it is wiped fiom 
the observation imd remembr a nce of ail men. 

With this deadly determination I went poet from Paris 
li Flanden^ and traced the colonel firom place to place, 
tilt 4 found him in a vilk«e on the road to Amsterdam. 
I believe, Sir, said I bluntly, you may not remember me, 
ibr our acquaintance was sudden, and of very short du« 
ration ; I am the man in whose ftce you spit publicly at 
St. James's coffbe*honse. Then, Sir, said ne, 1 am scarce 
yet recovered of the cause which you gave me to bear 
you always in mind : but pray what may your commands 
be with me for the present f I am. come to demand a 
remedy at your hands, for the wound which you gave 
my honour, and which otherwise must remain for ever 
incurable. Ah, he cried, no man ever exacted so severe 
a satisAiction as you have already talcen ; what then may 
be the nature of tlie further reparation that you are 
pleased to require t Either to ask my pardcm, or fight 
me within this hoar. 

That is very bard upon me, indeed; replied the colo- 
nel ; the honour of my commission will not allow me to 
beg pardon of any man, at least in order to avoid a com- 
bat ; so. Sir, ifyou insist upon it, I must obey your sum- 
mons, though very reluctantly, I confess* Then, Sir, said 
I, meet me m half an hour, with your pistols and sword, 
behind yonder little hill. 

The colonel was jiunctual to the appointment. We 
both grasped a pistol, at a distance of twenty paces, and 
advancing, step by step, cried. Fire ! fire ! Each seemed 
determined to make sure of his adversary ; till, coming 
within arm's length. I fired directhr in his fkce, but the 
ball passed through ois hat, and only grazed the skin of 
his left temple. 

The colonel then took his pistol into his h ft hand, and 
ranching out his right to me, with a smile of great com- 
placem^, I thihk. Sir, said he, I may liow ask your par- 
don with honour. And to convince you that I did not 
come to engage you in malice, be pleased to examine 
my arms, you will not find so much as a grain of pow- 
der in the one or the other. 

Ah, colonel. I then exclaimed, I acknowledge you my 
conqueror both in honour «nd humanity. Had I been 
so unhappy as to kill you, and to find your arms unload- 
ed, I sfaoula certainly nave done you justice, by shooting 
myself threurh the head. But why dia I pursue you from 
iBBgdom to Kingdom 1 why was I onappeased by all 
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the blood Uiftt 1 shed t Was it from ahj inaligiljty of 
iMart toward you ? by no means. But while I lamented 
toe misery I had alieady occasioned you, I was itti}>elled 
to finish yourdestmction, by abaibarlanworld, or rather^ 
bjr the bloody prescribers of custom,^ whose censure I 
dvaaded worse 4faan death, or even i\jitnrity« Courage* 
ColoneU incites sokhers to fight for their country, but it 
is eowaidice alona that drives duellists ti»etber. 

For three affectionate days* I remained with my late 
eneroy, but now warm friend* He then was obliged to 
retnra to quarters ; and we parted with a regret motib ex- 
ceeding the hostility with which vre had tnet 

On the departure of the Colonel, I went to Amsterdami 
ftomwhenee I -drew upon my uncle to -the ttmount of 
J67O0 ; for 1 resolved to take a tour through the Seven 
Pfovinces, though I had gone for a very- dtiTefent pttr« 
pose> 

On my fetttm to Amsterdara* I grew afiected*one even- 
ing, in m mannev I bad aevet befopeexperi^iccd. I did 
not foei myself any way sick or in painy and yet I wish- 
ed to exchange my sensations for any ether species of 
malady. I was ^ivholhy pervaded by a gloomy despon- 
dence. I looked ahroaa lor comfort, but it was no where 
t» be found ; every abject gave disgust to my discontent- 
ed imagination, i seeretly inquired of my soul, if riches^ 
hononrsy/dignitiesy'if the empire of the world, would re" 
sturs'hei: to joy?, but she turned from them, and said, 
Att these things are strangers, and aliens to my peace. 
Alasv said I, tell me then where your peace may be 
fiatmdl i know not, dietepUed, Imt I feel thi^ I am 
wretched. 
^ For - three daTs I continued under this ofjpressiun of 

r' rtt ; and on- Um third nightman increasing horror, of 
p^and heavy darkness, nail upon me. All hope died 
within me, and misery seemed to open a gulph of ever- 
deepening destruction In my #oul. J lay all night, battl- 
ed m drofM of upsitterahle aniruish. I wished and strug- 
gled to arise andchange my situation ; but I felt that my 
mind was its own place, and its own li«ll, from whence 
there was noremoval^ no possible eecupe; 

I now concluded, that somehow I muBt have sinned 
beyond the measure of all sinners, since my damnation 
was deeper than that of any ether. I therefore turned 
toward uod, and vnshed to repent ; but as I did not feel 
conviction for the sins of wfafcir I accused myself, no 
jriace for repentance was found in my soul. 

Tremendous author! I cried, I find that thou cans 
sink and slay at pleasure ; but canst thou not also- raise 
up and make alive t If all things have their existenre 
in thee, O €hxl! is it not near uad easy unto thee to wr« 
jpart to oa »ome sensatioa of thine own existence alabl 
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SraoT D*n«, O «v* aw ftan aypcif i - ' 

the doon beinc yetloclwd.^ighMif mi Sr»ii5r-S 
wm in««rt«d « nookf r of thAiM, «|M M^iSri£i»jZl 



You ave coma, then, my Lord mv ^-^i^^^ : -«^, 

come, my mauitw, I«ii<J7iwdTwfllSS^ 

wWch I &rmerIyri8£d2?iJ^ii«? -JS"*"*" «»|wet», for ' 

liimMa ofn5!aivta2^L£?^^!f L*^*?^' «*« •« 
•d of meb. ^S.mi^'f* ii* "*»?'"«* «nd wjaet- 
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tbe itMtgti and superscription of my God, alid I bowed 
down beifore it 

If any attempted to injure, or deflraud me of my pro- 
perty, I yielded it without variance, and thereby I found 
myself cordially enriched. 

I new weary of my own will, and of my own liberty, 
and I earnestly prayed my Lord that he wouM rid me 
of them, and be instead tnereof, a controlling: principle 
within me, ever influencing ana directing me accordmg 
to his own pleasure. Turn me, Jkstts, master! O turn 
me, I cried, from all the evil propensities of my own evil 
nature, though thou shouldst turn me, as thou didst Sen- 
nacherib, with thy ruling rein on my neck, thy bridle 
in my mouth, and thy hook in my nose ! Take my heart 
and affections captive, and into thine own divine guid- 
ance ! Compel me into all the ways and all the works 
of thy commandments : till th^ yoke shall become easy, 
and thy burden light and delightsome ; till I shall move, 
as down a descent, wherever thy goodness would guide 
me; UIl I shall feelingly find and know, that all thy ways 
are ways of pleasantness, and all thy paths the paths of 
peace! 

This, my lord, may look somewhat like boasting ; but 
it boasteth of naught, excepting Chrtst crucified, or rath- 
er arisen in me, whereby all worldly matters are crucifi- 
ed unto me. 

Within about a fortnight after my conversion, I re- 
ceived a letter from a friend in London, informing me 
that my old uncle had secretly married a Voung crea- 
ture who was lately delivered of a son ; . that he now 
openly acknowledged her for his wife; and that this, as 
he feared, did not bode me any good. 

At another time these tidings would have greatly ahirm- 
ed me : but I was now equally resignedj'^and indil^rent 
to all events. 

In a few days after, as I was stepping "out of my lodg- 
ings, I was arrested in the name, and at the suit of my 
uncle, for £700, the precise sum for which I had. drawn 
upon him about nine months before. All the conse- 
quences of this caption immediately occurred to me, I 
perceived that my uncle intended to deprive me of my 
patrimony in favour of his new family ; and, as I had no 
means for opposing his machinations, save what lay in 
his own hands, I concluded that a jail was to be my 
portion for life. Wherefore, I lifted Up my heart, and 
said within myself, To prisons and to death give me 
cheerfully to follow thee, O thou who, in death, art the 
life and resurrection ! « 

My spirit had no sooner uttered this short ejaculation, 
than I felt such a weight of peace descending upon me, 
that my heart leaped within me at the prospect of suffer* 

You II. q 



1^4 TIii« fOQ^ 09 qnjj^ijY. 

ttrono* 

WliiMi 9 qui#UF w«Hr«d witn tlie «ffipepi toward the 
jdlum cf my aurpBcef tliey c%mt to a grant t»veni, w|)eiiB 
tbay entered, and propoaed to regalie thpmaelyea at my 

|f«ip*|una, a Dutch merchant ol great einioencp I^VUD^ 
danao la b^ with hia Udy in the srinciDal tooiq* aiid 
l)lifiuiff a buitia in the luiufle, he io^uir^the causa, anq 
aint lor (Ha chief hailiif. 

SipW a^ I waa conducted into their preaenc<;« T^V 
hciMl roae a« I entered ; and the gentleman, ^tjppraacb- 
iMa lpo)E ve familiarly by the hand, and said in Dntrh. 
Mr, MaalFlyt I hear you are In distress and that i« au(^ 
flalant to lecoDHnend von to my servicea « but your ap- 
Bpamea avacta aomething mere iVom my inclinations. 
ff9^ let me know wherein « and hpw &r it may be ra- 
^9iai^ lor you te command me. 

) muttered aomewhat, as I suppose, inarti(:ulale]y tq- 
vafd an answer. For X protest, my lord, I was so 
alrucH, no awed, ao confounded, by bis presf nee, that I 
was lost for the time, to the consideration of my oivp a(- 
iHfa. Meanwhfle he placed me at table just opposite to 
tna Jiaavenly vision of hia bride, and then went end le- 
anmad hiaae^ beaide her : while I gazing in si Jen ce and 
Qtmbet wonder, recollected those lines of Milton, w|iei«» 
*-'-- af Adam and Eve, he calls tbero 

-" the loveliest pair 



That ever since in love^n embraces met : 
A^am, the goodliest man of men since Porn, 
His sons, the fairest of her daughters Eve." 

Tha gentleman perceived my astonishment, and rra- 
ciousl^ smiling, again asked me what sum was regujeifn 
tof^|r|oata me from my present difficulty. Ah, Sir, said 
I, It ini aum (hat far exceeds all human bounty i and in- 
qaed, i wouid not accept the obligation fVom apy man, 
iiii]|f«ia I wera assured of bejng shortly in a capacity tq 
rfimhurae nim, of which I see no likelihood, I tbinR no 
fwpWity. 

Hara I told him, in few words, how my father had lefl 
ma an infent at the disposal of my uncle, wno h^d now 

It ma under arrest for £700, which, some tim^ aifi e, 

ha^ traaly remitted to me, sh in my own right. 

I ma. said the gentleman, your unole is a vulain. and 
mnaiM, h^ f^4ti^ you into prison, io a strange ^d dis- 
tant iwace, to deprive you of the pow^r of brmgipg him 
t^ mtrnmL B^t ne BNat be detected, it ia a JulUce which 
yen (m%. p thia piiblic as wen as yourself. And as tha 
«B«UJt «f Oie FVfteaded df ht {a not aufiicief t ^jr tk0, i^m- 



B? 




le sttin.' For this you must give me your nofQ ott 
Re pleavecl tareimbuirie V» wh^n it ia your conyenieuce 
If Uiiftt a^oul4 never bapnen, be under uo conoenn ; toK I, 
hold myself already repaid with' Ufiv^ry, In tbe opportu- 
ni^ OT serTUi^ w l[njiui;ed 4ud a wprtny piftn. 

(T Bki I criea, J, canupt, ^Hleea I caunot, I will not ac- 
cept it on ^in^ account, | »m patient nay i t^n^ pleased 




submit myself to i| with thankfulness : I tal^e this cross to. 
nUT bosom, and press it to my heart 

O Sfeeldy, saiu he, you are s^ very miadeeming Chria- 
tian^ if yov( think yourself entitled either to as(sume ur 
retain your proper crosses at will. Tliere is too much of 
self-rigntedusnesa in such a zeal. Meekly. Humility 
would rather bid the will of our mf^er to be done ; and 
he offers you enfranchisement by my hand. Do, my dear 
Sir, cried tbe angel beside him, do : let me petition, let 
me persuaqe you to accept this little instance of our good 
will tjo 90 good a creature. Thpughmy lord here has not 
been able to prevail, a lady has sviperior claim% and I 
must not be refused. 

Quite annlf, quite overwhelmed, I droj^d involuijta 
rily on my knees before them. Blesseopair, I exclaim- 
ed, blessed and beauteous beyond expression ! if ange^ 
are litce you, what happiness must be in heaven ! t 
could no more, my words were choked by my rising 
emotions. 

My benei^ctor then rose, andcoming tenderly towards 
me, he took me warmly in his arms. My MeeWy, says 
he, do not oppress me, I pray you, by this excess of ac- 
knowledgment , I am out a worthless instrument in the 
hand»ofour Beloved; for from him, and him alone, ia. 
every good g^fl, and even the wilj of the giver, p, Mr. 
Meekly, adoed the My, her eyes glittering through wa- 
t^r, we thank you, we cordially thank yoU; Mr. Meekly ; 
you have occasioned us much pleasure this day, I assure 
voii ; aiid tne means of our happiness should be delight- 

f nl in our eye*- 

My patron then rung a bell, and ordered his principal 

Seiitroman into ^ presence ; when^ putting the order 
ito his hand. Here, says he, t^k^ this, with the bailiff; di- 
rectly to the bank; ther^ pay him his demand of £700, 
and <«e8 : fthd bring me a hundred pounds in cash, anq 
the remnlnder in bdls on London. Then, calling for 
pan and ink, he drew the following short note. ** I qwe 
you fourteen hundred pounds;*' to which I signed, 

^ pn% xttm of ^ ?wi»Bf«T, I WW ivt^a p^wi- 
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«ion of the cash and bills, and a dinner of litUa elegancies 
was served up. 

After a short repast, the decanters and glasses being 
placed, and the attendants dismissed, my two patrons 
gave a loose to social joy, and invited me to be a partak- 
er in their festivity. Never was I, nor ever shall I again, 
be vntness to such flights of fancy, sach a spontaneous 
fluency of heartrspringing glee ? With what pleasure did 
erudition cast off its formal garb ! how delightfully did 
wisdom assume the semblance, and, at times, the very 
phrase of childhood ! they laughed, they rallied me, them- 
selves, and the world. Their merriment was a^ the break- 
ing forth and exuberance of overflowing innocence and 
vlitue. Conceive to youRKlf, my Lord, a laree room sur- 
rounded with benches, whereon are seated tne princijial 
philosojphers, literati, lawyers, statesmen, chief captains, 
and chief conquerors, in all ages ; then fbink you behold 



or 

e 



two sportively observant children in the midst, lookin_ 
and laughing at the insigniflcance of the several sages ; 
taking off and holding up the solemnity and self import- 
ance of each possession in caricature : and setting the 
whole world, with all its wisdom, its toils, and boasted ac- 
quirements, its solicitudes, applications, and achieve- 
ments, at naught 

The gentlemsM, indeed, pretended, and only pretend- 
ed, to defend the sophistic, toe valiant, and the renowned 
of his sex , but he evidently exulted in his own defeat ; 
while the lady, with a drollery amazingly voluble, ran 
through the schools of jphilosopny, the systems of human 
policy, and histories of heroism, unpluming the crested, 
bringmg the lofty low, and depreciating and reducing all 
magnitu(|e to miniature. And all this she did with an 
archness of such pleasant meaning ; Vvith such looks, 
eyes, and attitudes of bewitcliing transition, as Y^buld 
have inftised fascination into old age and ugliness ; what 
then must it have done when accompanied by a beauty 
that scarce ever was equalled, that could not be exceed- 
ed T Did the Sarah of the patriarch Abraham resemble 
her, I wonder not that nations should have been enam- 
oured of her at the age of fourscore. 

At length the enraptured husband, no longer able to 
contain, bent toward ner with looks of soul-darting de- 
light; and, restraining his arms that would have crushed 
her to his bosom, O my Louisa, he cried, you are too 
much, too pearly, too precious a treasure for me ! But 
giving him a sweetly petulant pat on the cheek. Away, 
you rogue, she said, 1^1 none of your mockeries! 

What can expression add further to this divinely pre- 
eminent of human creatures ? Whatever was her pre- 
sent g^noe, aspect, or posture, you would have wi^ed 
to fix her m It, that you might gaze and admire for ever : 
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but when she yaried the enchantment of her action and 
attitude, you. forgot the former attractions; and she .be* 
came as it were a newness of everlasting delight ! 

Alas, how transient, how momentarv was the bliss I 
then enjoyed ! A chariot and six pied horses drove up 
to the door, attended by a retinue of ten or twelve men, 
all armed, gallantly mounted, and in rich apparel. 

My ,dear Meekly, mournfully said my benelactor, I am 
sorry that we are destined to different departments. I 
lodge to-night at a villa belonging to one of iny c<Mrre»- 

gondents, and to-morrow we set out to visit some of the 
erman courts. Fare, ikre you well, Meekly, for a short 
season at least ! 

I would have cast myself at his feet. It was an emo- 
tion, a propensity which I could not resist; hut he pre- 
vented me, by kissing and casting his arms affectionately 
about me. The lady then turned to me. and, with a 
smile of heart-captivating graciousness,6oa be with you, 
God be with you, my good Mr. Meekly, she cried ! per- 
haps we may meet ere long in your own England. I an- 
swered not ; but bending on one knee, I caught her hand, 
pressed it fervently to my lips, and permitted her to de- 
part. ^ 

Alas, they did depart. I saw them for the last time. 
They mounted their carriage, and being seated, they bent 
forward, and, bowing to me with a fixed regard, off they 
drove, and tore away with them, as I thought, the best 
part of my soul. 

I followed them with straining e^es: when out of 
sight, methought I hdd them still in view ; and I blessed 
and kissed, in imagination, the very groujad over which 
tiiey went. At length I awoke from my delirium, and 
with slow and heavy steps turned back into the house. 
. I had not yet, through shame,. so much as inquired 
the name of my beneractor. I therefore called to my 
host, in order to inform myself of all that I could learn 
concerning him ; as also to make out a bill, for it had 
not been called for, and I pleased myself with the thought 
of discharging a reckoning that my friends had forgot 
ten. When I questioned my host on this head, he put 
his hands to his'l^ides, and broke into a violent fit of 
laughter ; No, no, master, said he, there's nothing for 
any one to pay in this house, I assure you ; mynheer 
never troubles himself about those matters, his mi^or 
domo pays all ; ay, and for every guest too that happens 
to be in the same inn with his master. 

Why prav, said I, is he a lord 1 A lord, quotha ; not 
so little as that comes to neither — ^No, Sir, he is a prince, 
the very prince of our merchants: and our m^chanta 
are princes above all lords. And pray how do they 
style or call him ? He has many names and titles ; when 
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our tfttden mak of hf k&, ifaef ddl HiiA Mtnl)«^ VM 
Gluntlioiig ; out othen sble him My lord bf meitiiAhks, 
and others, my lard the brother-man, ahd toy Mrd th» 
firlMid cft tiie poor. . , 

The iBraainder of my story is yvsif shoit. and Mfil 
amre intifrniflcaAt. I booh set out t6r Eng)toa, &i otdei^ 
to file a bul against ttiy uncle, ahd compel hiih to dis* 
cover what patrimony my fkther had left nnt. But ood 
was pteaieq) in the mean space, to cut off all debate ; 
Mb wife end child had died of an epfdetete diBCAitoper. 
■iid he did not survive them above a Ibrtni^ht. He ten 
fena a penitential letter, with a snIaR will inclooed, vr here^ 
by I became entitled to three hundred a y«ar in right of 
my father, and en additional Ibw hundred in right of 
my uncle, with a sum of near three thousand inAindB in 
ready money. 

If I know my ot^ heart, the dnly cettoe of nejoiefng 
lliat I felt on that occasion was, that it put it m my 
power to discharge my i^eeunSaiy obligations to itty late 
fenerous oreserver. I immediately wrote, and trails* 
mitled bins to Holland for the purpose ; but ttie bills 
wtore returned, and 1 could- hear no tidings concemina 
the residence of my patron. I then put out his £\AXfi 
•n the best secuitties that I could prot^te. It la now 
doib upoA flve-and^-thirty-yearB since I sa^ him : tod, 
ta that tfrae, the principal, with Interest upoti fnterest, 
yearly tuned into <aipita1, has amounted to ttearlj^ flTd 
thousand pounds, one penny of which I never tJoueh^ 
tat held the wiiole as sacred. 

Msanftitae, it has cost me hundreds opon hundreds ift 
(MrtespondeneeS) advertisements, and even In specif 
Bassengen te several paits of Europe, to discover where 
this greatest, this most eminent of men oould have con* 
eealed himself; but, alas, my seavdi proved as ftuitless 
as that of the miser in huntmg after ae pearl 6f mighty 

Daring these five-and-thiity years the ima^e of thd 
persons of those my two gracious patrons never left my 
memory, were ever at my heart Ah ! I would Say to 
myseir, they are dead, they are dead ; j|>r rapt, nerhai>& 
like Elijah, aliv«e into heaven : flesh aSid blood; reflnM 
ai theirs, micht easily _pasB ftam ita little impuriticis^ 
tiir6ugh the Are of the love Of Ood, to the pladS of its 




Hwre Mr» Meekly ended— I thakik you, my dear iHend, 
mid the Eail, Ibr your history ; it nas entertained me 
most pleasingly, and I have also been highly edified bV 
■oi^e passages in it. But with respect to th« gllibnii 
tMt yo« had of your two weti^edid fAmHh I tlhtt ft 



iMst hitm 6eM i ymani «r BMMly « HMttefdf iflOMtMi* 
tJ6tl , fjr I hei^ »ik$# ih nattlre, not tM& in ftetimiy «f 
sM^ ihint ^mpdrttbl^ t6 the ex^eUeneiM th&t Vdtt IIA«« 
desetnt^itt that^Mltea pajh If it wa« & ¥i«idil« »y 
Mi^d^ IttnuM t}st» be^A dti6 of ^l«s«ed Mlg«lil ftidMatr 
but I bope you will allow, that the benefits whf«li tktif 
emUnM ikte i\6 wfty visionary. 0» Mr. IVlDeftly) BHid 
jlarrf ^i^Hii a si^ft* the t)ictttre t^t y^n ha^ dnMHI tif 
9ifs dear foay bds almost ^ten me « dic^Mte to ikH th» 
i^fi of (li^f set. A H, migm I meet hei-eafter seiAe dM^ 
a^f 9omd desdetldaht^ some distatit liketiesii of hert idW 
hft^py shoiHd T think myself! May heaveti itSKX^vjMit 
ettJineui 1^8h, mf d^t«st i^ttd, tsded MeMIt ! It i» 
jttdt, ^erha'pA ))vai^heti6» that it sho^lld be so t Fdf )i(HW 
did I sedBo penbct a reilemblantie betWeeti any tliiw 
ei^firAtuf^, as between the <ionsdrt df that bf»wit6Mn|r 
wbMftti ttfid yourself: it slrilek me, The other night. |li» 
meiftiiM you entered th6 Tt>om, and I thought that I Be* 
h^td my iery bi^efhctor newl^ ariseh, like a n^W |»ii#» 
nit\ flrom ttie ashes of ^M age^ 

Nettt* a ibrtnight how elapsed, Mthoiirt any lieWs w 

notice from Mr. Ctinton, or from the fnesset^iser whU 

#h» s^t (ftes^tch from him. Harry daily advtooed iii 

theili^our and f^Hhiliarity of his father, and Mt. Meekly 

o^tin^^ with him iii h most pleasing socidtyi 

¥)a a fih« morning. *s they were walking tdoetiMf 
t^ard th« villag^e, This the first time, my Hai'ry, said 
im fia^l with a sigh. thM I hate Ventured to tafn Hvf 
UCB Hi!$ #ay sii^oe tM dcMh of my Wife, atid tbb liyt«r«- 
rn^nl of jWif dear bn^ther. O ttif lord, erifed H«1T) I 
would gladly exchange my lot in life #itb the meanett 
of yohd«ir dm^eTs, who thmb hh daily bM«ki by the 
Ittbour dT hh hands, oravhied I tafght thereby VMHidre 
thim fmth m your boiom. Not so, noi m^ my soft^ ^ 
y^Mly t«plied tite Ettrl; I Would not lose my Hatvy, 
IftoUgh I werb thereby t6 reMiseitate all that ar6 deftd fft 
England. I haVe no c^use, tio manner of rikht \^ isifah 
nlam ; I Am sKN hilppy. wondermily hcippy, t«ro hAppy 
m the possession <^8^n a diiM ! 

Just then, k gteat shouting and utiMnr-wits hieM^ Hi 
the ▼mi^e. The huire mastiff, belongi^ to P($r^ne PCUl 
the tAMfier, h*d run rnAd, afrd eattte foamf A$j»p til« toW^; 
ptirsoed by thirty of the townsmen, armed witl^ «ia^M*> 
fl^Ai, and |)iC6hforks. The di:»g rtished oft ait^udi a ¥tl^, 
that th^re v^asno possibility fdv our«ompa)iy to aMttM' 
him; and Harry, observing tiMt he madeditefcliy towm 
hi* iklhiit, threw himself fdH (II }i9« Way. inSUlMiy Hm^ 
dn'^Romed ie«en«ler sprtinir np tfnH oa«t himieir %r ^ 
mouth upon our hero; biiit Hfttry, wilA It WoVidei«nil 
•tIMis «f mfhd.havilk^^nMpped m>lell HMft IH thb 

«iiftic9tildii^«d it Sm iNr frothing 5hw» afvunm 
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•Bimftl; when giving a trip, at the same timt* to hm 
ihinder legs, he threw him flat on the ground, and, spring- 
ing up into the air, he descended upon him with ful the 
force of his heels, and dashed his bowels 'to pieces ; where- 
upon the creature uttered a iaint howl, sprawled awhile, 
and expired. 

The Earl and Mr. Meekly stood yet awhile, pale, 
astonished, and unassured ; and my l(Nrd looking flUraut 
in a panic, cried, Where is the dog 1 What*f become o( 
the mad dog 1 In the mean time the villagers came on in 
Aill pursuit, crying out. The mad dog, the mad dog — ^Take 
care of the mad dog ! But when they all arrived^ and be- 
held their huge enemy looking formidable even m death, 
never was amazement equal to theirs. Thoy stared at the 
Earl, Meekly, and Harry, in turns ; and seeing no weapon 
in any of their hands, God, cried goodman Demster, 
God has been wonderfully gracious in your deliveraace^ 
my lord; for nothing less than a thunderbolt could sq 
suddenly have stricken this monster dead. I protest, 
said the Earl, I was so much alarmed that I know, not 
how it happened ; I remember nothing further than that 
my dear child, here, thrust himself between hie fiither 
and dancer. But I beheld, said Meekly, when with one 
stroke of his arm he dashed the creature to the ground, 
and then instantly crushed him to death with his feet 
Not I, Mr. iSleekfy, modestly replied Harry; God gave 
me strength, for the season, in defence m my fathec 
But are you not bit, are you not hurt, my child? cried 
the Earl, coming up tremblingly to his son. Not touched, 
indeed, my lord. Glory for that in the highest! exuli^ 
ingly cried the Earl! 

I knew, exclaimed Tom Truck, with a shout and look 
of triumph, I knew it could be no other but n^y biave 
and noble young master who did the feat. Qn my fifii^ 
cried farmer Felster, he is able, with his naked arm, 
like another young David, to save bis Jambs from the 
jaws of the lion and the paws of the bear. 

Though these praises served only to put our hero to, 
confusion, they went trickling, like balm of Gilead, to 
the heart of his father. Pelt, said the Earl, lei it be your 
task to flea and tan me the hide of your own dog^ I 
will have his skin stuffed mth incense, and bis naus of 
solid gold, and he shall hang up in my hall, from gene* 

ration to generation, "" ""^ *" 

prowess or my son 

invite you ail, with 1 , , ^.. 

hours, to come and ieast with me this day. ' Sorrow hath- 
endured her night; but joy cometh 'with my child) and 
ariseth on us as a new morning. 

'iB ^®. afternoon, all the town's folk and neigiibour% 
with their wives and children, convened to the great 
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lioii«e, having their cattle and themselTeiS heavy laden 
with faggots, for a magnificent illumination. The whole 
court waa spread with tables, and the tables with vic- 
tuals and liquors ; besides two hogsheads xyf October that 
stood apart 

The Earl, in the joy fbr his own escape, and the re- 
cent prowess of his youn^ hero, went forth with a cheer- 
ftil cocmteniuice; and graciously welcomed an bis guests; 
whereas they wished health and long life to his lordship 
uid their young lord, and giving a joint huzza, sat down 
to their banquet. From whei)ce, alter a night far spent 
in carousal, their great lire being out, ana their great 
hogsheads exhausted, they peacefuUy helped each other 
to their respecttve homes ] regretting, however, that they 
had not been honoured with the presence of their young 
master among them« For Harry h^ujj^e^ought his father 
to dispense with him yet awhile, IVdttS^itaking in any 

Karty or scene of festivt^, especieiU^mflM^ appointed in 
is own honour ; and Mr. Meekly m^;a|a£^ and 

applauded his motion. S^rX^". 

On the eve of the following day, Mr. Meekly rode 
abroad on a charitable visit to a dying man in the nei^h- 
bourhoodi and my lord was fondly toying and patting 
the cheek of his darling, as they stood at the hall-door ; 
when- Harry spied a mourning coach turning up the 
lower end of uie great avenue, and instantly cried out, 
There's my unde ! my lord ; my uncle, my dearest 
uncle ! and off he shot Hke li^htnin^. The coach drove 
but slowly ; Harry was up with it m a twinkling ; and 
vaulting m at the window, was, in the instant, in the 
bosom of his best friend and patron. 
• In the meantUne, the £arl had retired into the house 
in great agitation. He foafed and was jealous of the 
manner in which his brother would meet him ; and this 
gave him equal doubt and hesitation respecting the 
manner in which he ought to receive his brother. Mr. 
Clinton, on. the other nand, was not wholly without 
some similar emotions ; so that, when Harry introduced , 
his uncle into the i>ar]our, no two noble personages 
eouid salute each other with a more distant respect 

The Earl, however^ on casting a glance uj>on the face 
of h& brother, felt a tide of returning affection, and lift- 
ing up his hsbds and eyes, exclaimed. It is he. it is he ! 
my Harry, my Harry Clinton i my dear, my long lost, 
my long sought brother ! then hastened forwarof in a 
gush of passion, and caught him in his eager arms ; 
when Mr. Clinton alternately folding the Earl to his 
bosom, cried, I am conient, O my God: ! give me now to 
depart in peace, since at last, I find, and feel, that I 
have indeed a brother ! 
Our hero, observing the violence of their emotion, in- 
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IfrafesTplaced them ten^ly^ «a€heSl!r- 



Clinton caughj upUe Wrg hand to liki Iim. and, pi 
ing It with a fervent reapect, cried, My htSUmmA mw 
lord, my brother and my lord \ - 

then, said the Karl, you do ferfiv^ mdk I A^l bnU 
never can I, never ^iviU 1 fowive myaelflMy faulti te* 
wards you, my noblest brother, iot Uwm maoy tone 
years, have been ev«r before me ; ^ly negliets, my prS 
i?Ai^^^^^^* ^^ contemptuous tceatamit ^ one so 
nighly my superior; of my Harry, the only boaat ani 
glorv of our house. 

Meanwhile, our hero stood aloof, with hia Wd avevt* 
ed, weeping aijd sobbing wUhevideotatit»tio»; tiUMf. 
Limton cned. No more, my brother, no more, I hMmH 
you : It is already too much ; I caBAOt hoof my vnBeak 
excess of grateful afiEeeUon for yw; it ttniggles ta niirfi 
fortl^ but utterance is not g^iven, Bei^, we sWi 
break the heart of omr dear cmld theio; his natiiro ia 
too tender to support such a aeene •# Ihia. 
«o5jr^ 1*!*^" smilingly turned tvs ftce toward his 
P«!?5?' *" ffi^n^ng through tears, as the sun in ^.shower ? 

?n s'iKS J^loWipl ^^^^^ •»<* P«-^ ^^ 

.tiu\f^^\.^ ¥V' after, white their affections were 
S?- a iS highest, but their spirita somewhat eoropoaedi 

advancmg, took him by the hand with a oo^ fa^ 
miharity. Mr. Meekly, aaya hew I ihall now. have the 
pleasure of mtroduoing jrou to that inestimable hroUieri 

V* iSJt Meekly, my best and worthiest frmtd I 
«/i^'5f^*"*^iL"^ •"^^ advanced ; and sMeekiy improaeh- 
ed with an abased reverence^ not venturing to look opi 
hght? * •■ ^ would have eidntoSran ang^ hi 

i^J^A^^: Meeklv* cried Mr. Clinton, I liave auielB 
tt^iuJ^^?^ "•**® • **'?yt Mr., Meekly, vreie y«« 

^i^^lul tecf/f '^^*^^\ ^«* y«« «^« « 

trniVf"^® Meekly staned, as awaked l^ the notiild of a 
KiSS'. Tr^Tft?*^***^ tamagg went tHiiiliBt to Me 
heyt; and hftmg up hjs eyes^ and M«14iilg t& ttmm 
of features, onoe so lovely^ ahd ever deep^nSMredS 
hiB memory, he sUrted, and staggera^^ aM*]^ 



Ji««mkftoini6ti ft chair ^beMttcl Umiteeflt ih a ftdst- 
ing fit. . 

The iMy gmtly aHirmed) went i^n and taktof him 
by tha iiaiidi what is the matter* taiy friend, my^ kel 
aro you taken suddenly iUI ate yon net weli my 
M«ekly1 

O, my lord-i-lie pantini^y cried-^tfaera he ia— -ea aitre 
$B^l live<t-my iMtiMp— my benefactor-^the wondrous 
nan that I toM you of-<4here be itttida, in his 6WB 
precious peHMm hefore us ! 

. Mr. Clmton then approaehed^ And taking « aaat be« 
side him, leaned toward him with a melting coraplacMiee. 
Mr* M^ldy^ mdd he, I expeded ere this to naTe em- 
hraced veu m heaven ; ^ but I rejoice to meet vou even 
OB earth; f&t I have ever retained a very aneetionate 
impiesaion of you ; and I moreeapOdaUy rejoice to nkeet 
yott inthe preaent Bocie^. 

. But than'~-4mt then yon oonne alon6 — ^^yoa come 
alone, my tord and master ! — Alas, you wipe Your eye ! 
•:-<-0 then) it must be -so !^-^And here he nroke into a 
passionate giiah of leeft. 

My lord and our bero« hereupon, recollecting the en- 
gaging circonstaneea of a chiuaotsr, of whose dederip- 
i<Mi they had been so lately enamoured, eould not re* 
tame thetr tribute to the memory of that admirable ladr, 
to whose pierson they now Ibundthemsblvea endearingly 
altaehipd by affinity. 

At length Mr. Clinton, difltrebaed. to the last degree 
for the disttoss in which he saw the foriom Meekly, 
aweiBtly turned Urom his own afflictli«i to the conlsoling 
of that fiiend whom he found so deeply afflicted m 
kiuL • 

Mr. Meekly, sidd he, let us net weep for the dead, bdt 
rather far the Kving; vx those who are yet in the vale 
of mortality ! fihall we mourn the condition of angels 1 
SAM we lament that a w^ght of glory is faUenon thoaft 
wtiora we loved ? No, let its rather r^ioe in the prea- 
peetu of being speedily partakers ! 

Whan snppcar was overi Hairy laid hold of the- first 
intervfd of converse, to inquire after his fViends in town^ 
lfiQre..espe(aaUy Mr. Clsnient) his Arabella, and dieir 
litUe Bioky. They are cOflM* said Mr. CMaton, to sud- 
den and great duenee. Old Clement is thoroughly 
recooeiled to. his son, and is doatingly fond of AraoeHo 
«id her child. I am glad of it with ail my heart, cried 
Harrys dapping hie hands; hut pray how did this matter 
oome about, .fiv 1 By wn. event, my dear, in #hieh tho 
arm af Providenoa was aig^ialty vistbie» Old Giemenl^ 
•ttppeaed wife waa detected^ and is dead ; as is also har 
pamoM^r, the villaia who betrayed, and lately riso 
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attempted to nrarder yonr Hunrael. Hf« history is won" 
derftif; tmt it iB long, and too horrid to relate. 

What an astonishing distance there is, exelttined the 
Eari, between the characters and dispositions of man 
and man ! And how does my brother, my levered Harry 
Clinton, rise supreme above all his species, in every ex- 
oeDenee, in every virtue, scarce less man divine ! 

O, my Lord, I am persuaded, said Mr. Cli^on, that, 
could it please God, at this instantr to withdraw from 
me the influence of his holy and happy Spirit. I should 
become altogether as evil as the Wont, as vile as the 
vilest. 

I cannot think so, my tifother, Teplied the Earl ; you 
would stiU continue a rational and free creature. There 
is certainly a distinction in the nature of things ! There 
is the beautifiil and detbrmed, the amiable and detesta- 
ble ; your judgment would approve the one and reject 
the duier; ana your fireedom of agency wovdd act con- 
formable to your election. 

Ah, my Lord, cried Mr. Clinton, what things, what 
beauty, what amiableness, what freedom it this that you 
speak of? Have you found out another universe, or 
another deity beside nnc ih.whom our life subsists ? Are 
there any things in nature, save the things of our God 1 
Or what'beauty or amiableness can they possibly ex- 
hibit, save what they derive from him ; save some quality 
or impregnation, some manifestation or impresnon of 
his own DHBauty or amiableness^ 

To make this matter clear, let us go somewhat deeper : 
quite back, if you please, my Lord, to the -very birth of 
things. 

Throughout nature we find that God can impart to 
his creatures, a being, an identity, a fire of life, an in- 
telligence or sagacity, a consciousness, a force or action, 
a will, and a fTMdom, distinct from himself, and distinct 
from each other: and this is the utmost extent of crea- 
turely nature, whether respecting the powers that are in 
hell or in heaven; whether respecting the hi^est sera- 
phims ihalt are in bliss, or the lowest fiiHen spirits in 
perdition. 

"Now all these powers or high prerogatives, although 
distinct from God, are infinitely far from'being indepen- 
dent of him; for ne win not, he cannot depart from his 
supremacy, nor that universality of essence, by and in 
which alone all essences sui)sist He can, indeed, im- 
part the forementioned powers, to any limited degree 
that he pleases ; but then, In their highest degree of nre, 
life, or sagacity, force, action, or freedom, you wOl per- 
ceive, on the slightest reflection, that there is nothing of 
the beautifbl or amiable, that you spoke of; but that they 
are equally applicable, and may be equally exercised to 
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evit, or good purposes, according to Uie iMture or dispo- 
sition of the agent 

I have already sped^ed the many great and wonderful 

Siwers that Goid can impart to his creatures, distinctly, 
ough not independently, from himself. But there is 
one power,* one quality which God cannot make crea- 
turely ; wbichj with all his omnipotence, he cannot pos- 
sibly imnart. m any kind of distinction or separability 
fiom himtelf ; and this quality is cdJIed GOODNESS. 

And now, my dear Lord, in order to convince you of 
this most capital and most important of all truths, a 
truth upon which time, eternity, and the universe all 
turn, as on their axis, it may be necessary to inquire' 
what GoonKEss is. 

There is no species of allowed or conceivable virtue,' 
that Is not reducible under the standard of their great 
leader, and idl-generating -Parent called Lots. GOOD 
WILL is the eternal blesser of aU to whom it is benefi- 
cent, and also generates its own blessing in the very 
act of its love. 

Here lies the great and impassable gulph between God 
and his productions, between the creature and the 
Ctcator. The wiU of God is ap eternal Fibs of Low 
toward his creatures, and goes forth in blessings upon 
them as wide and universal as his own existence. But 
the will of the creature is confined and limited like its 
essence. While it is distinct from, or uninformed by 
tfie will of G^, it cannot possibly act beyond or out of 
itself; it cannot possibly feel for any thing except itself ; 
it cannot wish any wenkre except its own welfare, and 
this it endeavours to compass by the exertion of all its 
powers. v' ' 

From this distinct, selfish, and cravine will of the 
creature, springs eveiy possible evil, whether natural or 
moral. From the prelerence of its own identity to that 
of others, ariseth pride; from the eagerness of its grasp- 
ing at all advantages to itself, arisetn the envy of any 
imaginary advantage to another. Pride, covetousness, 
and envy, beget hatred, -wrath, and contention, witli 
every species and degree of malevolence and malignity ; 
and the disappointment of these passions produces ran- 
cour and misery; and aH together, they constitute the 
whole nature and kingdom of hell itself in the soul. 

But when God is pleased to inform the will of the 
creature with any measure of his own benign and be- 
nevolent will, he steals it sweetly forth in aflfection to 
others ; he speaks peace to the storm of rending pas- 
sions ; and a new and delightful dawning arises on the 
spirit And thus, on the grand and final consummation, 
when every will shall be subdued to trx -vili. or ooon 
xjjj, our Jesus will tidce in hand the resigned cordage 
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another : Bat, prav, aeked atbird, how came you to oall 
the gentlenian a thief 1 — Because, replied our hero, he 
attempted to rob me of my whole estate. He endeavour- 
ed to thiere firom me the only friend I had in the uni- 
vene, the fiiend of my heart, the peace and rest of my 
tMMom ; my infinite treasure, my never-ending delight f 
the friend without whom I would not choose to be; 
without whom existence would become a curse and an 
abhorrence unto me. Happy voung creature, exclaimed 
an elderly gentleman, I understand you ; you mean 
your Christ and my Christ, the Ariend who has already 
opened his early heaven within 3^ou. 

By this time Mr. Mole began to move ; whereupon 
Harry rose, and putting his hand in his pocket. Here. ■ 

gentlemeB, said he, is one guinea for the surgeon, and | 

another for the reckoning. When my companion re- ( 

turns,, be pleased to tell him I am gone to our lodgings ; 
for I will not stay to hold further converse or altercation 
with that bane of society, that pest, which the rulers in 
darkness have commissioned to spread contagion, dis- 
temper and death amone men. 

Harry went early to Bed, but lay restiess, and much 
disturbed in his spirit all night Mr. Clement had heard 
the particulars of our hero's behaviour, which he partly i 

disapproved ; but, as he saw him already dejected, he did 
not choose to expostulate with him for the present. 

The next day they returned to Hampstead, where Mr. 
Fenton, notwithstanding the constrained smiles of his 
Harry, observed an unusual doud and uneasiness in his 
countenance. I want to speak with you, my love, said 
he ; and beckoning him into his closet, he took him af- 
fectionately by the hand, and made him sit beside him. 
What is the matter, my dear, said,he, looking concerned- . 

ly in his face ; what is it that has disturbed the peace of 1 

the bosom of mjr beloved 1 

Ah ! Sir, cried Harry, I am indeed very tinhappy. I 
doubt that I am partly losing my fkith, and the rear of 
that has given me inexpressible horror. It is like tear- 
ing me from a fort, out of which there is no home or rest 
for me in the universe. 

Here Harry made a recital of the late affair to his pat- ^ 

ron, and having closed his narrative^ Is not this very t 

wonderful. Sir, said hie, how or where m the world could 
this Mole nave mustered together such arguments against 
reason, such appearances against truth f How must the , 

vulgar and illiterate be sti^gered by such objections, J 

when even I, who have been bred, as I may say, at the % 

feet of GamaJiei, have not been able to answer them, 
otherwise than by the chastisement which the blasphe- 
mer received at my hand. 
Hen Mr. Fenton amiled, and saidt Do not be alarm- 
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ments, to the song of his own sentimenti^ ijBd ml tmnth 
them ^th tlie flaiev of Ui ovrn aivtn^ IteUvftti Ittfn 
thall the wifld«n, the miskt, eoMl the goodnetf ef vm 
God; bi9CQ«ui the wiedom, aushti and goo^iMet of lA 
hw mteUisent oieftturea; the liwpiness of etchb fhiA 
nmltipljr uad av«rflow in Uhe wiBAw and p^rHcipe^n 
of the happinees of idl « the uwLfeiae shall hegia to «o«Bid 
with Ihe aong of coiimti^lioi& ; and all^eicea anU hwak 
ftMTth in an eternal baiiemah^f pnu«ey tnofceading waise. 
and glory, tranacending glorr to Qon xmb. th« XUxm f 
. Purblind reaaon» here, wiU aay, eyen th» goodnesa ef 
Ged iumaalf. in the human heart, will aaSP> lfe«r God ift 
all Love, if he is a will to all rectitude and happineaa i% 
bis eveatucBs, whsr did he snShr any evil to iKJpii m na- 
tere and creature 1 Could evil have risen cQAlTary W 
Ihe wHl Qf Omnipotence, if Omnipotenoe had wilhd Ihat 
it should not arise 1 

▲h. my friends^ no enrii ever did. nor eivev oan ap« 
proacn the will of God ; neither can ne will or eflEect aii3F 
dpeoiea of evil in. nature oc oreature; hot he can aUow 
a teni|»orary evil in ihe ereature, as a travail toward ita 
birth into tne more eminent degre^ of that goodness «iid 
hanpineea which God effects* God cannot effect or tak« 
delight in the aufibrings of the most abandoned repro- 
bate that ever blasphemed his name; but he ean wil]» 
that the sinner should be reclaimed to happiness evei^ 
by suffering, when there are no other meanh in natuvo 
whereby he may be reclainied. 

€ouki creatoses, without the. experience of any lapaa 
or evil, have been made duly aenrihle of the df^hneaa 
and dependence of their creatuiel}' nature, and of the 
distaacd and distinction between fehemsel^ea and their 
God ; could they have known the .nature and extent of 
hia attributes with the infinity of his love ; could they 
have known the dreadful consequences of fUling ok 
livm him, without seeing any example, or experiencing 
any consequences of such a fedl ; could they have others 
wiee fhlt and found, that every act of oreaturely wills 
and every attempt at oreatureiy power, was a loisaking 
of that eternal wisdom and steength in which tbe« 
stood ; eoold all intelligc n\ oreaturea have been continued 
in that lowliness^ that i ea gnatton, tbat gmtitude of bunn 
ing affedien whieh the slain will of th^ mortified ainper 
fe^s, when eaUed up into the gsaee- and enjoymei^t of 
his God ; eouid those endearing reiattona hava subsisted 
in creation, which have since newly risen between God 
and his lapsed oreaturea, wholfy sobasquent the^eto-^ 
these rolations, I say, or ledamption, of megeneratiOBt 
of a power of oanvenioa, that extracts good out of ovDU 
•t aiOTath|tliioapaitaQSram«afliiirii»ttidlui nffiMMM^ 
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titm €omH Mmhtm] f mmm $MM\me9^ eonld halve be^n 
iJilinteteit, wMkNit th€iv gtoond mr fr>und!fttion in the 
$/iminahm of •▼il, ii» lapn or fsllisig off would ever hate 



H«re Mf« Cttnioii ^msetf | and bte auditors eontiffiied 
im k kind of i—p e e t fti l mtning, as attentive to what he 
Diiflit farther oflkr. At length the Earl exclaimed, 
fikMP, newr VMffe, my brother, will I debate or question 
wMiyoQi ftiitherthan asking your advice or opinion, to 
yMen I fehattineiantly md ipif^itly submit, as I would 
to that of the hiafbeet 8era!|>h m heaven. Our dear Meek^ 
]m, hertt) and I, nad some ftnrmer converse on a ibw of 
these deep subjects, and I received inuch satis&ction 
•ml iMruetion from him ; but he was not quite so ex- 
j^idk and ooifvlncitt* as you have been.. 

'Ah, ny lord, criea Meekly, were I as intimate with 
tkit Fenr^in of wSi knOwledj^e €ts yottr precious brother 
jjB, you would not then hav^ posed me m the convema- ' 
tMA we last held oil those heMs. 

On the following day, at brealUiuit, Mr. Meekly took 
out bis po^ket-'booH, and produeed bank and stock-b^Us 
to the aoBflvnt of sometninfr upward of five thousand 
pounds. He then presented them to Mr. Clinton, and 
said, Here^ Sir, is a little ma^er toward repayment of 
Uie loan I bad' from yoa in Holland. I mess, 1 ble^s 
any God, tliat he has enabled me thus fbr to approve 
myself an honest man ; but. above all, I bless him, for 
fivtilg rae ones mofe a signt of the gracioqs .couiite- 
nafuso of my patrol. BiA fbr yeu, i had miserably 
Miriahed in a aiinKeon; to you, Sir, I owe my liberty, 
io you I «*re my life, to you J owe the recovery of the 
iimritaiice of my fbtbeiV. With respect to such obli* 
galioiM, I am indeed a beggared insolvent. But my 
i«aft is- phrased ^ith Hie thought, that the connectiou 
between us, of creditoif ots your part, ^nd of debtor on 
Bfttnei abonldri^^ain an record to.all eternity. 

Heie the worthy Meekly became oppressed under 
twns^ions of rrateMl recollection; and, putting hi$ 
l^vidlttwcbief to nis eyes, he sobbed otrt his passion. 

In the meantime, Mr. Clmton hqla the bills in bis 
hfmdt^ and oavdeSsIy casting his eye over theiHj per- 
oetvtd the amount As soon as he saw that his friend's 
tm9^n bad partly subsided, Von liave, Mr. Meekly; 
^ys be» you have been quite a gospel-steward, and have 
seUlfnea me nty own with paost unlooked-for usury ; 
und I l|cartily pray Grod, in recompense of your integri' 
tyy to gite ton the principality of many cities in the 
flemtng kjagdom ofhis Son, |tut what shaU I do with 
tl^ moDay. my dear Meekty? My wealth already 
Mwrf^nM : tt i» ray only troufa]b, nty only incumbrance. 
H-^Nm W AttMMibtt, liideod, M itht a trust tbr which 
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I know I am stricily aooountable : but I lieurtily wish 
that Providence would reclaim the whole to hims^ 
and leave me aa one of his mendicanta, who daily waH 
on the hand that Bupplieth all, who seek his kingdom, 
with necessary things ; for my Harry haa enonj^h, and 
more than enough, now, in the abundanoe of hia noble 
Ihther. You must therefore keep these bills to yonrael^ 
my worthy fViend ; retain, or give, or dispose of fliem, 
even as it shall please you; whether as .your property 
or as my property, it matters not sixpence ; out take 
them back, you must take them back, indeed, my Meek- 
ly. And so saying, he du>ved them ever from him, on 
ue table. 

Ah, my most honoured Sir, exclaimed the repininj; 
Meekly, sure you would not serve me bo! My aonl is 
but just eased of a load that lay heavy on it ibr many, 
many years* Be not then so severe aa to replace tns 
burden upon me. It would break my very heajrt, should 

Jrou persist in reftising tins HUle instance of acknow- 
edgment from one of your warmest lovevs. 

Here Harry found himself affected and distressed for 
the parties ; and, in order to relieve them, took the de- 
cision of the matter upon himself. 

Gentlemen, says be, I will, with yonr good pleasure, 
put a very quick end to this disptite *, aAoT I oflfer mysi^lf 
to you, as your joint trustee, to be your almoner and 
disposer of these bills. 

As I was lately OR my rambles thre«gb some villages 
near London, the jin|le of a number of infant voices 
struck my ear; and turning, and looking in at the 
ground-floor of a long cottage, I perceived «boat thirty 
little girls neatly dressed in a uniform, and tM very 
busily and variously employed, in- hackling, cardine, 
knitting, or spinning, or in sewing at the sampler, or m 
learning their letters, and so forth. 

The adjoining house contained., about an ^qnal num- 
ber of boys, most of whom were oceupied in learning 
the rudiments of the several bandierans, while the rest 
were busied in cultivating a back fi^, intended as a 
l^arden for these two 3^oung seminaries, ' 

I was so pleased with what t saw, that I. gave the 
masters and mistresses some small matter : and I re- 
solved, within myself, if ever I should be able, to gather 
together a little lamily of my own for the like purposes. 

Now, gentlemen, nere comes Mr. Meekly 's money 

Suite in season for saving just so much of my own. 
ut hang it, since t am grown suddenly tich, I think I 
will be generous for once in my life, wad add as much 
more out of my proper stock. I shall also make so ft«e 
as to draw on my uncle there for the like sum ; and 
these, totted togeljier^ will makjs a paeetty l^c^piuung of 
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my little project. As to my poor fitther here, he has 
iHilhing to epare, for he has already laviahed all Ida 
wealth on his naughty boy. 

My lord and the company laughed heartily at Harry's 
litile pleasantry — ^Bat harkee, honest iViend, added the 
Eari, von most not think to expose me, by leaving me 
out of your scheme ; can't you lend me as much, Hairy, 
as will answer my <iuota 1 Yes^ my lord, said Harry, 
^pon proper securities, I think 1 may venture. You aire 
a rogiie, and a darling, and my treasure; and my hohour, 
and my ornament, cried the Earl, tummg and bending 
fondly toward him. While Harry's eyesMgan to swim 
with pleasure, and, casting himself into his father's 
bosom, he there hid the tears of his swelling delight ; 
while Mr. Clinton and Mr. Meekly sat silently wrapt in 
the enjoyment of the tender scene. 

After dinner, tlie Earl said, Tell me, my ever-amiable 
Harnr Clinton, where in the world could you hide your- 
self from my inquiries these twenty years past f I have 
got some scattered sketches of your history from Mr. 
Meekly, and my son here, and nave been burning to 
learn the whole, but dreaded to ask you that favour, left 
ihe recollection of some passages should give you Aiih 
tress. I refUse no pain to do you a pleasure, my brothel. 

[Here the honourable Mr. Clinton began his story, as 
forinerly recited, and that night sent his auditors weejfh 
ing to bed. 

On the following morning, when he came to that part 
of his narrative where lady Maitland broke away, he 
proceeded as foHowetli :] 

Having travelled through several parts of France and 
Italy, I took Germany in my tour. I staid some time 
at Spa, where I drank tiie waters, and within the year 
arrived in perfect health at Rotterdam. 

On a visit to Mr. De Wit, at his villa near the city^ he told 
me, over our bottle, that he had at that time in his house 
and in his guardianship one of the most extraordinary 
women in the universe. Though she is now, says he, 
advancing toward the decline of life, she is by far the 
most finished female I ever beheld, whHe all she says, 
and all she does^ give a grace tocher person that is quite 
indescribable. She hath a youth too, her eon, with her, 
- wiio is nearly as great a rariiy as herself; and, were it 
not that his complexion is sauow, and that he is some- 
thing short of a leg, end blind of one eye, he would posi- 
tively be the most lovely of all the human species. 

You put me in mind, said I laughing, of the Baratarian 

' weneh, who was commended to governor Bancho as^ 

most accomplished beauty within a lefu;ue; with tbia 

•xcflptioii only, ti»t one eye wa« bjUndi Aim tM tot 

Vob IL 9 
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other rah with brimBtone and ?erroilioii. Bat pray who 
are theie won den ? 

That, said he, I either cannot or must not declare. 
Tbey are evidently people of the first fashion, and most 
have some uncommon reasons for their present conduct, 
as they live quite retired, and admit of no company. 

I protest, said I, you have raised my cnrioeity in 
earnest ; is there no managing so as to procure me a 
short tete-a-tele with tli6m f 1 wish there was, says he, 
for I long to know how far your sentiments ame with 
mine in this matter. Yesterday the lady told me that 
she intended to go and reside some time in England, 
and that I would oblige her, by getting a person, duly 

aualified, to initiate her and htr son in the language of 
le country. And now, if such a fine gentleman could 
condescend to undress himself, you might come tomor- 
row, as a person who wanted hire, and I might intro- 
duce you to an interview by way of treating, provided 
you are upon honour not to reveal any thing concerning 
them, or tneir place of abode. 

The next morning I waited on Mr. De Wit, under 
the appearance of a reduced gentleman, a character that 
excites a mixture of contempt and compassion. 

The lady received and spoke to me with that dignified 
complaisance which awes while it engages ; and, while 
it attracts, forbids an irreverent familiarity. She was 
indeed every tiling that my friend had boasted of her ; 
for though her person was all majesty, h^r manner was 
all grace. Will you answer for tlie discretion of this 
young man, Mr. De Wit ? I will, Madam, said he. I 
bowed to them both. 

On turning, I perceived that her son eyed me with 
much attention, and I, on my part, surveyed him with 
the utmost astonishment. ' He laboured indeed apparent- 
ly under all the disadvantages that my friend de8cril)ed ; 
but enchantment lurked in his accents, and in the dimp- 
ling of his lips ; and, when he smilecL heaven itself was 
infused tiirough the fine roundings or his olive-coloured 
countenance. 

In short, I felt such a sudden attachment to these ex- 
traordinary personages, that I resolved to keep on the 
deception at least for a few days, and accordingly en- 
gaged with them at a stated salary. 

I entered on my province. My young pupil espe- 
cially began to improve apace ; and, as I was particu- 
larly cautious in observing the distant respect that suited 
my station, I grew into great favour both with mother 
and son. 

How lon^, Mr. Pe Wit would say, do you propose to 
carry on this farce ? Till I can prevail upon them, I an- 
fwarad, to ftcoomp«Dy me to fiD^Uudi ^ I fmrny 
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dfl^tition 80 tied to them, that I cannot think of parting. 
On a day as I sat with my pupil in his apartment, he 
happened to let his book fail ; and as I stooped to take 
it. op, the picture of my Matilda, that was richly ena- 
melled, and set with brilliants to a great value, suddenly 
looses from its riband, and dropped through the bosom 
of my shirt upon the noor. 

I stood concerned and greatly abashed by this acci" « 
dent ; but my pupil, still more alarmed, started ui>, and 
catching at it, gazed upon it intensely. Ha, my friend, 
said he, I doubt you are an impostor : The jiroprietor of 
this jewel would never set himself out to liire without 
some sinister design. Who, Sir, and what are you 1 

I own, said I, my sweet fellow, that I am not what I 
seem ; I am of noble descent, and of riches sufficient to 
purchase a principality. — And what then could induce 
you to impose upon us as you have done ! — Curiosity 
at first, and then the strong inclination which I took both 
to you and your mother at our first interview ; neither 
dia I propose to reveal myself, till we should reach my 
native country, where all sorts of honours and affluence 
attend you. — ^Tell me then, said he. whose picture is 
this 1 a very lovely one indeed ! Is this the face^ Sir, of 
your mistress, or your wife 1 (looking very inquisitively 
at me.) Ah, said I, she was once mistress of thousands 
of hearts ; nobles waited before her drawing-room, and 
dukes near her toilet. She was once also my wife : but 
the dear saint is now eternally blessed in a more suita- 
ble bridegroom. 

Will you indulge me. Sir, said he, with the story of 

Jrour loves ? It may atone in a great measure tor your 
ale deception, which, however well meant, was very 
alarming. 

Here I related to him the short pathetic history that I 
told you of my Matilda ; with which he was so affected, 
and in such violent agitation, that I was quite affrighted 
for him, and stopped several times ; ,but he insisted on 
my proceeding. 

An, said he, when I concluded, should I ever be con- 
sorted in a manner that you and your Matty were, how 
blessed I shall think myself! I have, said I, a little cou- 
sin in England, and perhaps the loveliest child in the 
world, and if you wiU marry her, when you both come 
to proper years, I will settle ten millions of French 
money upon you. Mean time I beseech you to say 
nothing to your mamma of what has passed. I will no^ 
said he, unless I see a discretionary necessity for it. 

That night I went to the city to settlt; the affkin of 
my household. On my return next morning I met Mr. 
De Wit at the gate of his court, Ah. my Itiend, said he. 
pur amIablQ ^a^fts are departeo* Gonei I cried, 90110 1 
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which way, wheretp, I pray you 1 That also !■ a §Btt9^ 
" said he, which I am not pennitled to tell you. Late in 
the evening there arrived a retinue of about twenty ser- 
¥antB, strongly armed and mounted, with a flying chaise 
and six horses, and a packet of letters. The utdy did 
not go to bed, but ordered all things to be in readiness 
for their departure against the rising of the moon. When 
they were near settmg uut, and gom^ to bid me adieu. 
Have you no commands, madam, said I, for the good 
young man your tutor 1 Not a penny, said she ; I can- 
bot afford wages equivalent to servants of his quality. 
How, madam, said I, is ray friend then detected 1 But 
it was a very mnocent and friendly fraud, I assure you : 
i should not have imposed him upon your ladyship, did 
1 not know you to be safer in his nonourable hands than 
in those of any other. 

I then gave them an account of your famfl3% your vaiA 
fortune, nor was I quite silent as t\f your merits, my 
dear Harry ; and I added, that I was sensible you would 
be deeply aitlicted at the departure of persons to whom 
you were so strongly attached. There is no help fbr it, 
replied the lady ; we have reasons of utmost import for 
not disclosing ourselves to him. Tell him, however, that 
we esteem him highly — alTcct him tenderly — shall think 
of him — shall pray for him — and — ^lastly — that you saw 
us drop a grateful tear to bis remembrance. 

As I could extort no further intelligence from my friend 
Mf. De Wit, 1 parted in a half kind of chagrin, and pre- 
pared to pursue my fugitives, though I knew not what 
road to take, nor where to turn me for the purpose. At 
all adventures, however, I set out on the way to France; 
as they appeared to be of that country, as well by the 
elegance of their manners as by their ^ucncy in the lan- 
guage. 

I was attended by eleven of as brave and faithful fel- 
lows as ever thrust diemselves between their master and 
danger. 

On the fifth or sixth day, as we got on the borders of 
French FItuidenk in an open and desolate way, with a 
forest far on the left, a man rode toward us on the spur, 
and approaching, cried out, Help, gentlemen, for Hea- 
ven's sake, help to rescue my dear ladies, who are 
plundered and carried away by the bandittti They have 
already killed twenty of my companions, and I alone am 
left to cry out for rekef.—- 1 bid liiin lead, and we follow- 
ed. 

In a few minutes we came where we saw a ereat Burn- 
er of the dead and dying, covering the sana and thin 
liertwge. But our Jeaaer cried out» Stop not here, my 
noble friends ! Yonder they are, yondiMr they are I they 
bave but just taken away all our horses^ luggage, and 
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eonch, and tre now tt the phmd«r. I am weak ttiraogh 
loss or Mood, but will help yim the best I may. 

Here be Bpurred again toward the enemy, but hia 
boffle would not answer his courage. I then looked 
about to observe if any advantage could be taken ; ibr I 
perceived that the ruffians were still very numeroua» 
about thirty, who had survived the late combat; bot, see- 
ing that the country was quite open, and that we had 
nothing but resolution and our 6od to help us, I ooin- 
mendea myself to him in so good a cause, and, potting 
my horse to speed, I rode ftiU at the foe, confident or 
being well and gaHantly seconded. 

Wlien the banditti perceived us, they instantly quitted 
the plunder, and gatliering into a group, they prepared 
their carabines, and discharged them full at us as we 
drew near. 

As I happened to be fbremost, I received the greatest 
damage. One of their baHs gave me this mark in my 
neck ; another passed through the flesh of my 1^ shout* 
der, and another through my hat, and left tins sew in my 
head. 

But when we came in upon them, as tlie Romans say* 
eommiaua enae, hand to hand, had thejr doubled their 
numbenK they would have been as nothing to us. My 
faithfti) Irishman levelled half a score of tnem with his 
own hand, and in less than three minutes we had no op- 
ponent in the ftekl. I then rode up to the coach, and per- 
ceived two ladies in it,'pale as death, and sunk senseiesa 
to the bottom. 

Immediately I ordered James, my surgeonls mate, to 
take a little blood from them, and, on their recovery, to 
follow me, with all my people,- and all the horses, Das- 
'gage, Stc to the nearest mn. Then, feeling my wounds 
Begin to smart, I took my surgeon vnth me, and gallop- 
ed away. 

In about a league, we came to a large house of en- 
tertainment, and finding myself sick and qualmish^ 
through the great effusion of blood. I had my wounds dn 
redly dressed, and, tsJdng a draught of wine-whey, got 
into a warm bed. 

After a night of uneasy slumbers, the curtain of my 
bed was gently drawn aside^ and awakening, I heard • 
voice say, in soft music, Ah, my dear mamma, it is be^ 
it is he himself! 

On lifting my fteeble eyes, I perceived a vision at my 
side, of a fbmale appearance, but more wonderAil and 
mors lovely than any thing I had ever conceived of tiie 
inhabitants in bliss. Her eyes swam in glory, and her 
whole form seemed a condensing or substantiation of 
btfmmiy and fight. 

While I f a^ed in silent astonishment, I heaid unothtf 
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ipnioe My, Don't you know us, my ton, mv dear Mr. 
Clinton ? don't you remember your pupils f don't you 
remember your blind, lame, and tawny Lewis ? be is 
now turned into that passable girl tbere, whose honour 
and whose life you yesterday preserved, at the great peril 
of your own. 

Here, seizing her hand, I prened it to my lips, and^ 
cried, Am I then so blessed, my honoured maoam, as 
to have done some service to the two dearest objects of 
my heart's fixed affections ? Soft, says she, none of these 
transports , your surgeon tells us tnat repose is neces- 
sary for you. Mean time we will go and prepare the 
best regimen that the place can afford for your nourish- 
ment ; and after that, I will send a deepatoh to my lord, 
and let him know how far. how very deeply he, and we, 
and all his house, are indebted to you. 

For that day, and the following week, as my fever 
grew something hi;;h, I saw no more of the daughter ; 
and the mother staid no longer than to administer some- 
thing to me, or barely to inquire how I was. At length 
I got a cool, and began to recover, when the former vi- 
sion descended upon my ravished senses, the vision of 
that Louisa, the sight of whom never failed to bring cheer 
to the eyes, and delight to the hearts of all beholders. 

They sat down by my. side, and my lady, taking my 
hand, and looking tenderly at me. What would you 
think, said she smiling, of my Louy for a wife 1 Ah, 
madam, I exclaimed, she would be too much of bliss, too 
precious, too glorious, too overpowering for the heart 
and senses of any mortal ! Don't tell me, cries my lady ; 
in my eyes, my Harry, you are full as amiable for a hus- 
band, as she can be for a wife. Beside, you have earn- 
ed her, my son ; she is your own dear purchase, by a 
service of infinite value, and at the price of your pre- 
cious blood. She has told roe the story of your first 
love, and the recollection of it never fails to bring tears 
firom my eyes. But I must hereafter hear the whole 
firom your own mouth, with all your other adventures ; 
the smallest incident will be very interesting to me, I as- 
sure you. O, my dear, my sweet fellow, you are to a hair 
the very man I wish lor my Louisa, tne brave, the ten- 
<ter, gentle, and generous heart ; just the thing I would 
have wished for myself, when I was at the age of my 
Louy. 

But, my dearest, my honoured madam, loved and ho- 
noured next to heaven, you have not yet told me how 
your Louisa is incltnea: whereupon the bewitching 
creature, archly smiling, and blushing, and reaching forth 
a polished hand of hving alabaster. Here, she cried, I 
present you with this trifle, in token (hat J do not hate 
yon — very much. 
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, My Clinton, said my lady, I have sent off my fiTou- 
rite servant Gerard with my despatches to my lord. He 
is the only one that remams or all my retinue. Yonr 
siiTKeon has dressed bis wound, and pronounces it so 
■Ught, as not to incommode him in his journey. . I chose 
him more particularly for the carrier of my purposes, as 
he was the witness of your valour ; as he can testify to 
my lord with what intrepidity you rushed foremost mto 
the thick of the assassins ; ana j^ith what unexampled 
bravery you defeated, in a short time, a body of four or 
five times your number. These things, I trust, will have 
their due weight : for though my lord is of a lofty and 
inflexible nature, he is yet alive to the feelings of honour 
and justice, so that our afiairs have a hopeful and auspi- 
cious aspect But you are a little flushed, my child ; 
we will not encroach further upon you till to-morrow. 

During the three following weeks, though confined to 
my bed, I was permitted to sit up, and my wounds, 
though not skinned, were healing apace. What happi' 
ness did I enjoy during that ecstatic interval ! the ma- 
ternal and filial angels scarce ever left my side. One 
morning, when I just awoke firom a terrifying dream, 
they botn entered with peace and comfort, and healing 
in their countenances. 

What is the matter, my Harry, said my lady ? your 
face does not seem composed to that fortitude and 
complacence which is seated in your heart. Ah, ma- 
dam, I cried, I have been all night tormented with the 
most alarming and horrible visions I ever had in my Hfe. 
Three times I dreamed successively, that my Louisa and 
I were walking hand in hand through the fields of Ely- 
sium, or on the banks of Meander, or in the gardens of 
Alcinous, gazing and drinking in large draughts of love 
, from each other ; when at one time a huge and tremen- 
dous dragon, at another a sudden earthquake, and at an- 
other an impetuous hurricane, came, and caught and se- 
vered us far asunder. 

But my visions, mv honest friend, said the heavenly 
smiling Louisa, have been of a very different nature. 1 
dreamed that, while we were standing on the bank of a 
frightful precipice together, your Matilda descended, all 
celestial, and a thousand times more lovely than she ap- 
pears in the lovely portait that you carry about you. At 
first I feared that she came to reclaim you to herself; but 




high, and casting down upon me a look of fixed love, she 
gave me a beck with her hand, as it were to follow, and 
was immediately lost in glory. 
0» my dear childreny cried the marclfiQiipss, (for sa^ 
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die wm), mi^ht t but otice lee you united, how I BhoQld 
lift my Head! or rather, how satisfied I should be to ley 
it down in peace, having nothing further to care for on 
this ride of eternity ! 

That night I slept sounder than usuaL and did not 
awake tin the day had something adyanced. On opening 
the curtain, I saw James seated in a moody posture by 
the side of my bed. How are the ladies, James 1 said i. 
Gone, Sir. Gone, gone! I cried out Yes, Sir, gone 
indeed ; but with very heavy hearts, and both of them 
drowned in tears. Here has been a large body of the 
Gens'd Armes sent for them, so that there was no re- 
sisting. Poor Gerard went on his knees to his lady, to 
beg permission to throw himself at your honoured feet, 
as He said, and to bid you adieu, but she would not al- 
low him. Mean time, she charged me with this watch 
and ring, and this letter for your honour. 

I catcbed at the letter, and, tearing it open, read- over 
and over, a thousand times, what will for ever be engra- 
ven in my memory, and on my heart 

** We leave you, we leave you, most beloved of men, 
and we are miserable in so dotni: ; but alas we are not 
our own mistresses. My lord, for this time, has proved 
tti\)iist and un,9:TateA3l ; and reftises your Louisa, as well 
to niy praters as to your infinite merits. He has affianc- 
ed her, as it seems, to a prince of Uie blood, and his am- 
bition has blinded him to all other cotisiderations. Be 
not yet in despair, we shall exert our very utmost to get 
this injurious sentence reversed ; and if your Louisa in- 
herits my blood or spirit not all the en^nes in France 
will ever oompell her to give her hand to another. In 
the mean time, follow us not come not near us, we be- 
seech you. Should you be discovered you will inevi- 
tably be assassinated \ and we also should perish in your 
loss, my son. We are distracted by our rears for you» 
amd it is this fear that has prevented us from dtsclofong 
ourselves ftilly to you. Keep up your corresi;)ondence. 
however, with our mend De Wit and thro' him you shall 
learn the first fovourable turn that happens i«i our afiairs. 
I leave you my ring, in token of your being the wedded 
of our heart ; and Louisa leaves you her watch, to remind 
you of time past, and to look upon, when at leisure, and 

Your Kloisa p b 

Your Louisa p» ' ** 

Yes, I cried* ye precious relics, ye deUeious memoran- 
dums to my lips, to my heart ! Be ye the companions 
of my solitude, the consoleri of my affliction I Sooner 
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sh4]l thifl ami be torn off, and time itsdf paw away> 
than one or the other shall he divided ttom my custody. 

Ah, how useless are admonitions to the impatience of 
a lover ! Jervent love can know no tears. I was no 
aooner able to sit my horse, than I set ofif directly Ibr 
Paris: with this precaution only, that my people were 
to call me by my mother's maiden name ofGoodall. 

As we knew not the names or titles of those after whom 
we were in search, our eyes became our only inquisitors; 
and we daily ranged the town, poring into every carriage 
of distinction for a sight of the mother or daughter; and 
«Ten prying among the lacqueys and liveries for the face 
of our Driend Gerard. 

^ On a day, as my valiant Tirlah and I rode abroad, re- 
connoitering the suburbs, we heard a noise and shout of 
distress that issued from a distant farm-house ; and, as 
we hastened up, the tumult grew louder, and the cry of 
beln ! and murder ! was several times repeated. 

we instantly knocked at the door, but were refused 
admittance, when Tirlah alighted, ran against it, and, 
breakimr through bars and alU, with his foot, threw the 
door off its hinges. 

. On entering, we saw a man stretched on the broad of 
his Imck on the floor, with four others about him, who 
were going to use him very barbarously. Stay vour 
hands, I cned , 1 will shoot the first man through the head 
who shall dare to proceed in this business. 

Why, Sir, said a young fellow, rising, th^s man wanted 
to be gracious with my pretty young wi^. I caught him in 
the very attempt ; and so I think it but fair and honest 
tp spoil him of such sport for time to come. Ay, but 
said I, you might murder him, and I cannot suffer that 
Come, my friend, no harm appears to be done as yet, 
and if he pays a oandsome penance for the wickedness 
of his intention, I would advise you to pass mattep over 
for the present Say, how much do you demand? Five 
hundred Louis d'Ors, said the fellow; if he pays that, 
he shall t>e quit ibr this turn. 

Five hundred Louis D'Ors ! I exclaimed ; why, all the 
ctothes on his back are not worth the hundredth part of 
the sum. True, master, said the peasant, winking, but 
his pockets may happen to be richer than his clothes. 
Well, said I, if he secures you in half the sum, I think 
yott may be satisfied. Why, master, since you have said 
ft, I will not go back. Whereupon the astonished pris- 
oner was permitted to rise. 

What do you say, you very bad man'' Are you willing 
to pay this fellow the sum I agreed for, in compensation 
of the injury you attempted to do him 1 I am. Sir, said 
he, with tUKOS thanks ror your mediation. Then, haa- 
tily patting fus hand to ms pocket, he took out a note 
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on the cuatomsy which, with lome amall matter of cash, 
nmde up the money, and we departed the house together. 
Ab I was just going to mount, he came up and accost- 
ed me with elegance and dignity. Sir, said he, you have 
made me your debtor beyond expression, beyond the 
power of princes to pay. Be pleased, however, to ac- 
cept the little I have about me ; nere are five thousand 
Louis, in this litUe note-book. Not a penny, Sir, in- 
deed; 1 am by no means in want You must not re- 




taking from a pocket 

presented it to me. You must excuse me. Sir, said I ; I 
can accept of no consideration for doing an action of 
humanity; and I rejoice to have preserved a person of^ 
your distinction and generosity. I then turned my horse, 
and, though he called after me^ I rode away, being 
neither desirous of knowing or being known. 

My researches hitherto bemg altogether firuitless,! im- 
agined I might, with better likelihood, meet my beloved 
In the public widks, public theatres, or rooms of distin- 
guishedresort. 

One night, as I sat alone in a side box at the opera, 
intently gazing and hungering around for some simihtude 
of my Louisa, there entered one of the loveliest young 
fellows I ever beheld. He carelessly threw himself be- 
side me, looked around, withdrew his eyes, and then 
looked at me with such a long and piercing inquisition 
as alarmed nro, and gave me cause to think I was dis- 
covered. 

Though the French seldom hesitate, he seen^ed at once 
backward and desirous of accosting me. At length he 
entered upon converse touching the drama and the music, 
and spoke with judgment and elegance superior to the 
matter ; while I answered him with due complacence, 
but in a manner that partook of that regardlessneas for 
trifles which then sat at my heart 

Between the acts, he turned, and cast his eye sudden- 
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wonders that are reported of it I am sorry for that, 
said he, as I ardently wish that your feelings were the 
same as mine at this instant T never saw you before. 
Sir , I have no knowledge of you ; and yet I declare, that, 
were I to choose an advocate in love, a second in com- 
bat or a friend in extremity, you, you are the very man 
upon whom I would pitch. 

I answered not but seized his hand, and pressed it 
to my bosom. I conceive. Sir, continued he, notwith<r 
Ptandin^ ^our fluency in the language, thi^t you igne ^qt 
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a nttive. My name is D'A-ubigny ; I li^ at focfa a j^ace; 
and if you will do me the pleasure of a single visit, aU 
the honours, r^pects, and services, that our house can 
confer, shall be yours without reserve. Sir, said I, I 
am or Eneland ; my name is Goodall ; and as soon mb 
a certain affkir aUows me to admit of any acquaintance 
in Paris, you shall be the first elected or my ams and 
my heart. 

In a ftw nights a/ler, as Tirlah and I were turning 
a comer of the Rue de St Jaques, we saw three men, 
with their backs to the wall, attacked by nearly three 
times their number. We did not hesitate a moment 
what part to take. At the first pass I ran one of the 
assassms through the body ; Tirlah levelled two move 
with his oaken staff, and the rest took to fiight. 

Gentlemen, said one of the three, I thank you for this 
brave and seasonable assistance. Roche, run for a sur* 
eeon, I am wounded, I doubt, dangerously « — ^Pierre* 
lend me your arm — Come, gentlemen, we nave but a 
little way to my house. 

Though the night was too dark for examining features^ 
I thought that the voice was not quite unknown to me* 
Within a few minutes we arrived at a palace that retir- 
ed, inward, ftom the houses that were ranged on either 
band. On pulling the haneer of a bell, the great door 
opened upon a sumptuous nail, which led to a parlour, 
enlightened by a silver sconce that hung from the vault* 
ing. 

As we entered, the master turned short upon me, and 
looking fUll in my fiioe, and starting and lifting his hands 
in surprise, Great ruler of events ! lie cried, the very man 
I wished my brother and companion through lifo ! and 
this is the very man you have sent to my rescue ! 

Just then the surgeon arrived, and I beard him has- 
tily asking where the marouis was. On entering, he said, 
I am sorry for your misfortune, my lord ; but matters 
may be better than we apprehend: and immediately he 
took out his case of instruments. One of the ruffians, 
said the marquis, before I was aware, came behind, ana 
run me through the back. 

The surgeon then ripf open his lordship's waistcoat, 
and changed colour on seeing his shirt drenched In blood. 
But, getting him quickly undressed, and havinjs probed 
his wound, he struck his hands together, andcned, eour- 
rage, my firiends! it is only a fiesh-business-; the weapon 
has passed clear of the ribs and vitals. 

As soon as the marquis's wound was dressed, and that 
we had got him to bed, I flmcy. Sir, said I to the sur- 
geon, I may have some small occasion tor a sa^l of your 
atRoe 1 1 feel a little smart in n^y sword arni, 

On stnppihg^ be found thi|t a cnano^ fhirust had en- 
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tend ftbotit Imlf 01 inck into tiM mutde above myelboir, 
And bad ripped up eome of tbe skhi. Bat be quickly 
applied the proper dreseing, and I was preparinur totak* 
IDT leave, when tbe marauis cried oat, loa must not 
think of parting, my dear friend : you are tbe master of 
the master here, and lord of this boose, and of all that is 
in it. 

Tbe surgeon then ordered his lordship to compose him* 
self as soon as possible ; and, having wished him a good- 
night, I sent Tirlah to my lodeings, to let my peopla 
know that 1 was well, and in friendly hands. I was 
then conducted by tbe domestics to a superb apartment, 
where a bed was prepared, and where a small sapper 
of elegancies lay ibming on tbe sideboard. 

Having swallowed a few bits, with a glass or two of 
wine, I rose and sauntered through tbe room, musing 
on my Louisa, heavily sighing, and nearly despairing ot 
being ever able to find her. 

Some time after, I sat down, to undress and get to bed* 
when a number of the officers of iustioe silently entered 
my chamber, seised my sword that I had put off, and 
oominr whisperingly to me, commanded me to accom- 
pany them without making any noise. 

I saw that it was madness to resist : and, as I went 
with them, I observed that two ot the ftmily-Iiveries 
bad joined tben»elves to tbe officers. It then mstantly 
occurred that I was in the house of my rival ; that tkie 
marquis was tbe very person to whom my Louisa had bean 
destined'; that I was somehow discovered, and tbattbey 
were conducting^ me to tbe Bastile,.of which I bad hearcl 
as many affrighting stories as are usnaly told of the in- 
quisition. 

Ah, traitor..said I to myself, is it thus ]rou serve tbe 
man who but now saved your Hib at the expense ot 
bis own blood t Let no one hereafter trust to the bleet- 
ing of the lamb, or the courting ot tbe turtie ; the roaring 
lion, and the i)ounces of tbe vulture, may thus deceitftuh 
ly lurk under tbe one and tbe other. 

After passing some streets^ they took me to a large 
house, where dwelt one of their duef magistrates, beine 
also a member of their parliament HaviAg knocked 
respectfully at the gate, and waited some time, at length 
we were admitted, and they took me to a kino of lobby, 
where we staid. wnSe one of the posse went to advise 
the justiciary or my attendance. At length he returned, 
and, accosting me in a tone of surly and discouraging 
authority, Fnend, said he, my lord is engaged, ana not 
at leisure to-night ; to-morrow, perhaps he may bear 
what you have to plead in your own defence. So saying* 
he and his jbUowB thrust me into a waste room, and lockM 
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mod chaiaed the door upoa we, and langbing, bid aae to 
wwtm or cod mv heels at ]gIeaBure. 

Fool, fool that I vvas, said I, to quit the side of my 

fcl▼e and faithful companions, bow quickly should we 
ve diflcomfitted this magistrate and all his host ! but I 
must be a night>adventurer forsooth, and draw my sword 
in defence of every scoundrel who goes the street 

I then went and felt the windows, to try if I could fbrce 
a passage for making my escape; but finding that all 
were grated with strong and impassable bars of iron, 0, 
I cried, that this ^marquis, this ungrateful,' D*Aubi^y, 
were now in bis fullest strength, and opposed to roe, 
point to point, that I might reclaim f^om him, in an 
instant* the life I have given! 

-I then traversed the room with an inconstant pace, 
now rashly resolving on fUrious events, and again more 
sedately deliberating on what I had to do ; till having 
ruminated thus for the remainder of the night, I at last 
t>ecame more at ease, and resigned myself to the dis- 
{>ensations of aU-disposing Providence, though I confess, 
with a gloomy and reluctant kind of content. 

When the uay appeared, and was something advanc* 
ed, I heard my door unlocking and the cham taking 
away, and I concluded that they came to summon me 
to my trial; but instead of the officers of justice, I 
«aw near twenty men in the marquis's livery, who si- 
lently bowed down before me, and respectfully shewed 
me, with their hand, the way out of my prison. I followed 
them also in silence, and getting into the street, I wish- 
ed to know if I was really free, and turned fh>m them 
down the way that led to my lodgings ; whereupon they 
cast themselves before me, and, in a supplicating pos- 
ture, bc8oug;ht me to igo ^ith them. 

Finding then that I was still their prisoner, I gave a 
longing look out for my valiant fellows ; but as ttiey did 
not appear, I suffered myself to be reconducted to the 
man^uis's palace, and followed my obseouious comman- 
ders into tne proud apartment, to which they had led 
me the precedmg night, and where, bowing to toe ground, 
they aUleft me, ana retired. 

As I had been much fatigued in body and mind, I 
threw myself on the bed, leaving events to their issues, 
and fell into a kind of starting and intermitting slumber, 
when I heard a voice, at my side, shout out, in once- 
loved accents, 0, my dearest mamma, it is he, indeed, it 
is he, it is he himself! 

On this I awoke, and roudfed myself^, and lifting my 
languid eyes, and fixing them on the object that stood 
before me, And are you then, I cried, are yon also, 
I^ouisa, in the confederacy against me ?— Say nothing, 
you fira not tlioLouiflA I once kndff— I will»riW| I wItt 
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S forth; not all your ntes,and~b«»,uid bolts ihall 
Ld me; I will tear my body and my aool too, if posai- 
i, from you for e¥er.'— Go to yoor betrothed, to your be- 
loved ! and leave me to perish, it is a matter of no im- 
port—I am yet pleased that I saved y^or chosen ^ as it 
may one day serve to reproach you with the ments of 
the man whom he has so unworthily treated ! 

I could no more. A long silence on all sides ensued, 
save the language that was uttered by heavings and 
sobbings, when the marchioness, coming and casting 
herself on her knees by my bed, you have reason, Sir, 
she excbimed, you have reason to reproach and to detest 
every branch of our ungrateful family for ever ! you sav- 
ed myself, you saved my daughter; and yet the father and 
the husband proved averse to your deservings, and turned 
your benefits into poison, xou have now^ saved our 
son, the only one who can convey our name to posteri- 
ty : and yet firom the beginning, you have received noth- 
ing in return, save wounds, pauis, and sickness, losses, 
damages, and disappointments : and, at this very day, 
tlie most ignominious usage, where you merited endless 
thanks ana everlasting renown. Blame my Louisa then, 
and me, but blame not my son. Sir, for these unworthy 
events : he is quite innocent of them, he is shocked and 
distracted by them ; he respects and loves you more than 
ever Jonathan loved the son of Jesse. But he will not, 
he dare not see you, till we have in some measure made 
his peace. 

How, madam ! I cried, — but no more of that posture, 
it pains me past bearing. — Is it a fact, can it be possible, 
that the marquis D*Aubigny should be your son 1 Is 
he not ot the blood-royal, the very rival whom your let- 
ter rendered so formidable to me f and was it not by his 
order that I was disgracefully confined in a dungeon all 
night 1 

No, no, said my lady, he would have sufiered the rack 
first. He is in despair, quite inconsolable on that ac- 
count Let us go, my dearest Harry, let us go and car- 
ry comfort to him of whom you are the beloved. 

Ah no, my mamma, cried out Louisa, let us put no con- 
straint onMr.Clin,ton,I pray you! there has been enough 
of confinement: we leave nim now to his liberty; let 
him go, even where, and to whom he likes best. Once, 
indeed, we could have tied this all-conquering cham- 
pion with the spinning of a silkworm ; but now he tells 
us, that neither gates, bars, nor bolts shall hold him to 

Here I threw myself precipitately at her feet Pardon, 

pardon, my Louisa, t cried. pardon the misdeeming 

, tnmiroorts of ypiir lover, anc| pardon th« faulto ^ftt}9Tf 

wmwm foomit My enemtw are weiifn to me, 
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Uiey and their ii^uries afifectme not! but you are regent 
within, my Louisa: you sit throned in my heart, and 
the presumption of an offence Arum^ou makes strange 
uproar in my soul. Well, says she, reaching her hand, 
and smiling through tears, since it is so, poor soul, here 
is the golden sceptre for you ; I think I must take you 
to mercy. 

I caught her hand, and impressed my very spirit on 
the wax; and my lady, casting her arms about us, and 
kiseing us both m turns, requested that we should (o 
and carry some consolation to her dear repining Lewis. 

As we entered his chamber, the marchioness cried out. 
Here he comes, my son, we have brought your beloved 
to you ; yet not your Mr. Goodall, as you thought, but 
one who is at once, both your good angel and our good 
angel, even our own Harry Clinton, the betrothed of 
our souls. 

I took mv seat on the side of the marquis's bed, and 
looking fondly upon him, would have enquired of his 
health, but my speech for the time was overpowered by 
my anections. Ttien, taking my hand in his, The power 
ot this hand, says he, I have found to be great; but has 
your heart the power to pardon the insults and outrage 
you have received in the house of him who is so deeply 

J^our debtor 1 My lord, said I, I have already drank 
argely of Lethe on that head ; nothing but my diffidence 
of your regard can offend me. 

You know not, said my lady, you know not yet, my 
dear Harry, how this provoking business came about 1 
will explain it in a few words. 

On our return to Paris, and on our remonstrances to 
my late lord of the inestimable services you had rendered 
to his Aimily, he enquired your character among the 
English; and, notwithstanding the report of the nobility 
of your birth, and your yet nobler qualities, hearing also 
that you had acquired part of your fortune in trade, he 
conceived an utter contempt for you, and took an utter 
aversion to you. , .. , ^ . 

Some time after, as he took notice that Louisa and I 
wanted our watch and our ring, I dreaded his displea- 
sure, and gave him room to think that tlie robbers had 
taken them from us in Flanders ; and this report became 
current among our domestics. 

In the mean time, my lord became importunate with 
our Louisa, respecting her marriage witii the prince of 
C who was then with the army ; and her T^nyen 

and tears, hitherto had been the only artillery which she 
had used in her defence. But, when the couriers brought 
word that the prince wm on his return, my tord sent 
Ibr Louisa, and ga^e her Itistant md 9^1^^ ^^tPJ^ 
pntpaiv fofbef pnjmito. »m ffciwl m posltlvdy 
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and peremptorily repUed, that her soul vna alc^y 
wedded ; that she woald never prostitute her body wnftre 
her heart was an alien ; and that aH the toitnres of the 
inquisition should not change her resolution. Her fother 
thereupon rose to such ungovernable fury, that, with one 
blow or his hand, he struck her senseless to his feet. But, 
when he saw my lamb.my darHng, all pale and as dead be- 
lore him, the tide of nature returned ; and the oonmct of 
his pa<isions became so violent, that an imposthume 
broke In his stomach, and falling, he was suffocated, and 
expired on the spot. 

soon after the prince arrived. He had never seen my 
daughter ; but his ambition to possess a beauty, of whom 
the grand monarch himself was said to have been en- 
amoured, had cauned him to demand her in marriage. 
For that purpose he also did us the honour of a visiti 
Louisa refased to appear ; and I told his highness, with 
the best grace I could, that she happened to be pre-engag- 
ed. In a few days after he met my son on the Thuille- 
rics, and accosted him to the same intent ; but my son 
had been previously prejudiced in your favour, my Har- 
ry, and answered the prince, with so cold or so haughty 
an air, that further words ensued, they both drew, and 
his highness was slightly wounded; but, as company in- 
terposed, the affair was hushed up, and, shortly after, the 
"prince was killed in a nightly broil upon the Pont-nenf. 
we then wrote to our firiend De Wit to advertise you Of 
these matters, and to hasten you hither : but you arrived, 
ray child, you arrived before there could be any expecta- 
tion of an answer. 

Two days ago, as I observed that my lamb's spirits 
were something dejected, I prevailed upon her to take 
an airing to our country-villa. On our return tliis morn- 
ing, we were struck half dead with the news that our 
Lewis was wounded and dangerously ill in his bed. We 
fli>w into his room, and were still more alarmed to find 
him in a fury that is not to be imagined, while Jacome, 
hi-i old steward, was on hia knees, all pale and quaking, 
at a distance before him. Villain, he cried, what have 
you done with my friend 1 what have you done with my 
champion, the preserver of my life 7 — ^Please your lord- 
ship, said he, trembling, [ took him for a highwayman; 
I saw my lady's ring and my young mistress's watch in 
his custody ; I will swear to the property before ttie par- 
liament of Paris, and so I lodged him m prison — Ijfl — till — 

Go wretch, cried my son, recall your information ; take 
all your fellows with you, and instantly bring me back 
my friend, or your ears shall be the foHett ; trat conduct 
him to his own chamber ; I eannot yet bear to «ee htm, 
I cannot bear tt)« ToproAch Huit Mi rj* must cmt upon 
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An afflicted, and yet more astonieiied, my Louisa and I 
sat down by the aide of my son, casting looks of surprise 
and enquinne doubt on each other. At length I said. 
What is this that I hear of our ring, and our watch 1 
Alas, be is no highwayrosn who took them from us; 
they were our own free gift, a mite in return for a mil- 
lion of senrices. But do you know any thing of the 
possessor? I know, answered Lewis, that he is the 
loveliest of mankind, the preserver of my life, and that 
his name is Goodall. Ah f screamed out Louisa, there 
wears lost again; this Goodall must certainly have murder- 
ed our precious Clinton, snd poraessed himself of our gifts; 
he would never have parted with them while he haaliie. 
O my sister, said my son, when you see my friend Good- 
all, you wdl think nothing of your Harry Clinton ! 
Why, why were you so hasty, so precipitste in your 
choice ? . A robber, a mnrderer : No— -had I a thousand 
lives, I would pawn them all for the probity that heaven 
has made spparent in the face of my preserver. 

It is with shame and great reluc^ce, my dearest bro- 
ther, that at times I recite passages tending so much to my 
own praise ; and yet, did I ^mit them, I should do great 
injusuce.to the kind and amiable partiality of those who 
were so fondly my lov«« and my beloved. 

But, madam, said I~ to the marchioness, did you not 
bint something of his maj^ty *s heing enamoured of my 
Louisa 1 Ah, aoch a rival would be a terrible business 
indeed, especially in a country of unlimited power. 

There is no fear of Uiat now, said my lady. The 
king has changed his &ncy, from young mistresses and 
old counsellors, to young counsellors and old mistresses. 
But what I mentioned was once very serious and alarm- 
ing. 

My Louisa was scarce turned of fourteen, when the 
duchess de Choisseul requested her company to Marlay, 
where Uie court then was. The king nxed his eye on 
her, and enquired>who she was ; but took no farther no- 
tice at that time. Missing- her, however, at the next, and 
again at the following drawing-room, he asked the mar- 
quis what became of his fair daughter 1 said he had a 
place in his eye for her ; and desired, in an accent of 
anthority, that he wonld send her to court 

The nwrquis instantly took the alarm. He was ever 
jealous of his honour, and angularly nice in matters of 
female reputation. He fl[ave his majesty a sort of equivo- 
cal conaent ; and hurrymg home, ordered me directly to 
prepare for carrying my daughter out of the French do- 
minions. The night wss employed in hastening anid 
packing. Yf^ djsKuised our Louisa in the manner an 
you saw her metamorphosed at Rotterdam, and set off 

^r Holland bffora (tuff Tlwnw^ youkiM^Fy my ClhiiQn, 
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s# ydQ irt'Mo flf6 pfUwIptf dio'VMr in sll otif coiMcnMk*-^ 
Bat Ml me, tof h6^ini tttn you eonjectore on wiMt MS 
eodnt tlMM asMHUini Mt U|>ofi vou f — I decisis, OMUtoiii, 
MM the liitrquta, I einnot ; ])«rnap6 tliey m»look ifie for 
MotMr; tff, now I reooHecl, it might be aming toftome 
flimiltar thm #llicll I Md the other night with a pret^ 
opett-ifirlt #tiD i« mid to be in the iteeping of a ^ety 
ffett man. But, madam, you fi)rgot to tell ray- brothtr 
m>w my Mt\€t woa b&nivned, on account of Looifift, to 
Ilia pafetnai seat in Lanf^uedoc, on tlie bordera of the 
Mediterftincnn. Very true, satd the maTcltieneaa, and 
waa not i^eaHed (ill madam Maintenon was taken into 
iupreme S^vottt, 

Bat I wonder what \§ become of our flnthftil Gcrani ; 
I thought that be t^ould ha^e been the first to come, and 
to fhfovr liimaelf at tlie feet of hia hero. Indeed, my 
Han'y, he would have tired any, wlio lo^d you lesa, 
with hitf prafiaea ahd peri^ettral tallcing of you and yollr 
exploits.^-^ here he cornea. — Step in, Gorard. Is ine#e 
any mie in ttfia company that you remember befiide tlie 
fttnily? 

Genhrd then advan<;e4 with a half-frantic aapect, and 
kneeling and grappling at my hand aeemed deairouaef 
devouring it God be praised, lie ciried, God lie praiaed, 
rhy noble, mv glorious maater, that I aee you once again! 
and. above all, that I have the bleaalng oi' aeeing you in 
a pffice, where a throne of beaten gold should be raised to 
your honour. O, had 1 been here, all isorts of respect and 
Wbrahipa: inabead of indignities, aliould have be6n paid 
to yotir deservings. But I have provided for the hang- 
dor J acome; I have tiedlitm neck and heels, and tum- 
Iried him into a dark vault 

Ay, said I, but, my |;ood friend Gerard, I liave not yet 

Ebt my fhareef satififiiction npbn him; pray aliow me where 
e ie. I thett iblk>wed Cierai-d to Ihe place where the de- 
Iilomble wretch was east ; and cutting all hia cords, I 
ed him back to the company, and Warmly joined bis pe- 
tition Ibr pardon and restoration. 

A9 eoon OS J*come end Gerard mete withdrawn, Ah, 
my brother, cried the Marguis, what new n^me shait we 
find ft» a man of your new character ? Moreover, what 
aball we do With yob, what ahall we do fbr you ? Teu 
' have quite overpowered us, we aink, we drown under 
the itonae of our obHgatkHn. We have nothing worth 
your acl^ept»nce, save this simple wendi ; and what iaahe 
in comptfieon of what we owe you ? Ah, I cried, the 
iir that withetut whom all things are nothing*, she ia tie 
litirtg treaeure, the RMDhel of Rachels; seventy times 
fterven yeara were too shoit a service for her ! I would 
not exehanire tikis fitlle pearly joint of this wry little 
finger for afitlM gmt* tt»t grow in ibe nanea of ibdiiti 
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mnd BO iMigriiif , I praased fbe predieos finder i^ifli my 
Mpa; wlttle Loiitea turned upon ise an eye at saoh ineffa- 
hm stftkfiictiaii and melting acknowledgment^ as sunk 
Bpoa my smil, and wraptt it in Elysium* 

Ay but, my Hanry^ said the Maiquis, you ought not 
to prise your Louy as nrach as me ; she did not fall in 
love with you hi fost sight as I did. How did you know 
tbaty honest friend, cried Louisa ? ' Is there a necessity 
that our tongues as welias our blushes should betell-tales'f 
. Are maidens to trumpet forth tbelr thoughts* like you 
broad-fronted men, whose ornament is your boldfeced- 



Thus happy, above all styled happy upon earth, we 
joyed and lived in eaeh other, contmuuig a mutual eom> 
meree of delightful sennbiiities and love for love. 

Alas, our blisBM Junto was soon to b» broken in up- 
on. In a few days, one of the royal pages came and in- 
timated to the marchioness, that his Miyesty requir- 
ed her inmiediate presence at court. And we remained 
in a kind of fearful and fluctuating suspense till, her re- 
turn. 

Asshe entesed, the consternation in her countenance 
instantly struck an alarm to our hearts. 0, my ctiUdren, 
my dear, my dear children, we must part, she cried, and 
that too, speedily. Our hour of bliss is past; our sun- 
shhie isover; and tbe- clouds gaUier thick upon us, heavy 
lodea with wfetchetmesa. Alas, my heart misgave me 
•ver since that inauspicious encounter 4lie other momiE^, 
As we came frosa our villa a great funeral met us (aiMKl 
omen as I have heard) our carriage stopped to let ihem 
pass, and the eacriage of the duke of N o " rs drove 
up beside us. As we remained within a few paces of 
each other, he gazed at Louisa with such an unmanner- 
ed intenseness, as caused her to colour and turn aside. 
However, he aeco^ed us not, nor enquired concerning 
us ; it seems our arms and livery were too sure an indi- 
cation of our n^me and quality* In short, on my ap- 
proaching the presence, the king afiected to smile very 
graciously upon me^ and said^ I have provided, madam, 
a nc^le and princely husband for your daughter ; it is 

the duke of Ne rs. Ah ! I cried, bending my knee 

in a supplicating posture, my daughter isalrsady eogag- 
eA, by bands of the most endearing and indissoluble ob- 
ligations, to a man who has preserved the lives aild 
honours of all Qfii lamily : to a man who, 1 trusty by his 
aminent courage and qualities^ will become the brightest 
jewel in your uMuesty 's erowB. Madam, said he aeveie- 
KVf you must witndraw your election. I find I have or- 
dered matters superio* to your merits: but my wiU is the 
law here, and shaU be obeyed* I iom dejeeiadlyi curt- 
aied, and withdrew without reply. 
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Ah! I exdftimed, on what Bimnnit does this rival 
hold his abode 1 1 will inatantly ao and scale it, and at 
onoe put an end to his life and nis pretensions ! My 
lady then, throwing her arms about my neck, and press- 
ing her lips to my cheek, What romance, says slie, is 
this, my Harry 1 would you at once fight tlie duke, and 
the king, and the whole army of France ! No, my child, 
prudence reduces us to more salutary, however deplora- 
Die measures. We must part, my Harry, we must part 
tliis very night, and my Louisa most depart with you. 
My chaplain shall this minute unite you by ties that death 
alone can sunder. Alss ! my precious babes, I little ex- 
pected that your nuptials should be celebrated by tears 
and wailings! But better these than no nuptials. When 
you are once Joined, I shaU care little for myself; and if 
we meet no more here, we may yet meet hereailer, as 
happily as the barbarians who tear us asunder. 

The chaplain was then summoned, and having per- 
formed his office, no congratulations nor salutations en- 
sued, save a kiss and a sigh of mine on the hand of my 
angeL The marquis then called me and drawing me 
down to him, he pressed me ardently to his bosom, cried, 
O'my Harry, my Harry ! burst into tears, and dismiss- 
ed me. 

Meanwhile all was in bustle and hurry tbroushout the 
palace. No festival was prepared, no bridai-bed la:d. 
Horses, arms, and carriages, were all the cry; and tlie 
marchioness, with an anguishing heart, but amazing reso- 
lution, issued hw orders with a jneaence of mind that 
seemed serene in the midst of tempest 

I then sent fur my brave lUlows,. with orders to double 
their arms, and tO double their ammunition. They came 
accordingly. It was now witliin three hours of day. All 
wss despatched, all in readings, Die carriages were at 
the gate. Silence sat on every tongue, and a tear on 
every cheek. I threw > myself at my mother's feet, I 
clasped, I clung to them ; she wept aloud over me, but 
neither of us uttered a word. When, rending myself 
away, 1 took my sobbing Louisa under my arm, seated 
her gently in her ehario^ placed myself to support her, 
and away we drove. <^ 

When we got clear of the town, ana were sjieeding on 
the way, my Louisa started, and cried out, O how fast, 
how very nst thev take me fironi you. my mamma ! 
Whither, whither do they carry me % perhaps never to re- 
tum/ never to meet again ! 1 answered not, but kissed 
her Intnd, and drew her gently to me, and she seemed more 
at ease. But, after a whue, I felt her agitation at my bosom, 
and she exclaimed. From my birth to this hour of wo, 
iny blessed mamma, never was 1 from those dear arms of 
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yours ! shall T ever, shall I ever af^ain behold those eyes 
that used to look with sucK fondness upon me 1 

Here I could no longer contain, but taking- her hands 
within mine, and weeping upon them, I said. Will yon 
then, my angell Are you resolved upon breaking the heart 
of your Harry ? O no, says she, no, not for worlds upon 
worlds would I break that dear and fteling heart, the 
heart of my heart, the heart of which I became enamour- 
ed. She then leaned. her head fondly over, and in a 
while fell het asleep: while my arms gently encircled, 
and Tny soul hovered over her, as the wings of a turtle 
over her new-t>egotten. 

When she awoke, and found herself so endearingly 
situated, she gave me a look that overvalued the ransom 
of a^monarch, she kissed my hands in turns, she kissed 
the skirts of my garments. O, she cried, I will endeavour, 
I will do my best to be more composed, I know I ought 
not to repine. I am too rich, too happy. I ought to 
wish for nothing more ; I ought to wish A>r no one more; 
since my Harry is so near me, since I have him to my- 
self. — But — ^but — and here her lovely lips began again 
to work ; and the drops that trembled in her living bril- 
liants could hardly be restrained from breaking prison* 
— Soon after, the grief of her heart overweighed her 
spirits, and she fell again asleep into my arms, that open- 
ed of themselves to receive her. 

On setting up for the night, I rejoiced to find that my 
Louisa was something more alive ; and that her repose 
on the way had greatly deducted from the fttigue that I 
apprehended. 

When we had eaten a bit of supper, she looked to me 
and from me with downcast lids; and with changing 
looks and a Altering accent, began to say. Will you, 
will you permit me, my love, to be regent Ibr a little 
time, and in a very trifling matter 1 Allow me only to 
be governess for a few days, and I promise that you shall 
be my supreme lord and sweet master all the rest of my 
lifb. 

I swear, s&id I in a transport, by that precious bead, 
that you are already queen-regent of all my thoughts and 
actions; and that, during my existence, you shall dispose 
of all that I have and all that I am at pleasure. 

then, said she, my Harry, we must lie apart for some 
nights. I would not have our chaste and blessed bridal 
stamed by teats and dirges. Nay, no hesitation : you 
have sworn that I am ruler, and I will be obeyed. 

1 then cast myself at her knees, and, hiding my face 
in her lap. Cruel, cruel Louisa, I cried, I find you are 
not vet mine. What shall I do to earn you I. But I 
WiU^ patient^ if poe9|ble; I would not, fbr fjie world| 
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pot tho ooloor of rastraint on tke love of my batoff^-^ 
And 80 I kissed her gown, in token of due homage. 

Arising, I called ber maids, and desired that they would 
order their mistress-'s chamber to be prepared, as also & 
bed for themselves in the same apartment. I then se- 
cretly orderedt that a pallet should be spread for myself 
before ber outer door : and laying myaelf down, with my 
arms at my side. I guarded, like the dragon of old, toe 
precious fruit or my Hyspena. 

At length we reached CaJaia, and immediately sent to 
the beach to engage a ship for wafting us over to the land 
of freedom and rights, but the wind was contrary. 

Meanwhile the day advanoed toward evening, and any 
Louisa and I sat together in the arbour of a little pliea- 
sure-garden that lay behind the house, when James came 
hastening to us, ana cried. Hide yourself, madam« for he^ 
ven's sake hide yourself : here is the Duke deNe-~— ns 
with a large parfy of the king's light horse. 

Poor Louisa started up, and attempted to fly ; bat aba 
trembled and grew faint, and sunk down again on her 



James, said I; stay and take care of your mistress. 
Then turning with hasty steps to the house, I recom- 
mended my spirit in a short ejaculation, and mitexed, de- 
termined that the duke should accompany me in death. 
His hisihness was in the parlour. I advanced fiercely to- 
ward him. 80f Sir. says he, you have cost us a warm 
chase — Heavens ! what do I see I — and so crying out, he 
threw himself back into an arm-chair, all pantmg, and 
his aspect working with distraction and disappointment. 
Cursed chancel he again exelaimed, are you the man 
Clinton 1— Ah, I must not hurt you, I ought not to in- 
jure you ; but what is then to be done 7 — Where have 
you put my Louisa ?— But no matter ; let her pot pip- 
pear, let me not see her. X could not answer the conae- 
qnenoe.— I would be just if I could, Clinton.~0 love, O 
honour, bow you do distract me ! — ^You refused my trea- 
sures and jewels, Clinton ; but then you have rent from 
me a gem more estimable than my dukedom. — ^Help, 
saints ; iielp, angels; help zne to wrestle with mys^f !-^ 
Honour, virtue, graUtuae, 0, compel me to be just 1 — 
Tear, tear me away, while there's strength to depart ! — 
Adieu, Clinton, you are recompensed ; should wenapnen 
to meet again, I may assail you without reproach. And 
so saying, he rose suddenly, and rushed out of the house. 

I then hastened to seek my love, but had scarce enter- 
ed the gardi^n, when I saw James on his knees before 
her, endeavouring to oppose her way to the house, tiut 
she cried. Away, villain, let me pass, th^ are murdering 
iny lord, they are murdering my husband, I will go ^3 
pmah with him : then breaking away from himi afie snot 
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9laPg M^ a lApwing, till, seeJ^S «» ^vme^a^ tif^ 
sprang upon my bosom, cryin?,0 njy Hwry, o my p^rry, 
aire yon safe, are you safe ; and Hunted awayAn xayjarins. > 

The rest of my story, my lord, is no way jnoXeri^i otr 
entertaining. The serene of faeart-felt nap^ipeas fiaa 
Utile of adventure in It, and is only intoresting to the poa- 
itessoiB. 

Havings settled my affairs ii^ London, and carrying pjr 
£den along with me, I passed into Holland jto seJttleaniK 
be quit of matters there also. For the world th^t I yn^, 
ed was in my holding, and all thijjigs els^ |ippeai^4 e}met 
ctugatory or encumbering. 

. Ijk was tliere that t met our Meekly v ^nd tfiiang 0. 
piea^nt tour through the skirts of GermJ^Jiy, we enterc^d 
Fiai?c<9 ; and leaving Paris on t)ie right hand* W^ re^ea 
the Marquis's cnuntry-seat» slti^te ^lear t^nr^njty leag^vy^ 
beyond the metropolis. 

What a meeting ! what an intenriew ! my Louisa jomk 
into tears, for half an hour, on th/s bosom of hi^ niotb.er. 
And the Marquis would put me from him and pn|l ff» 
to him again, all panting with transport, and insatiate pt 
his caresses. It was too much nf joy, it was pleasure to 
paining. The domestics would no longer be r/ostrained 
from their share of the felicity ; tbey rushed in, and, aa 
though we had been new descended divinities, thjey. drop- 
ped on their knees, they fell prostrate, and clung About 
us, kissed oi}r feet, our hands, ouf garments, f^nd brol^ 
forth into cries, as tboogh ijt iiiid been the ixcM|se.Q|jf mown 1 
ing and lamentation. 

On retirmg, they got. my Louisa^s Gerard Jto Jtbem.- 
^elves; he now became a man of ipfghty ijoaijpqr^i^ 
among^them. They crowded about bim, and, ^i ajoii^ 
▼pice, out ja distraction of questjloos, enquired «Aer Dvr 
travels, our adventures, our good and evil ocouTi;enc^, 
and all that concerned us. 

The marchioness then coming, and casting h^r honour- 
ed arms around me, and isyeening upon me, cried -alou^* 

fjarry, my son, my son, J delivered my daughter fy> 
you, even as Kdna committed her Sarah, of sjMicialtmff, 
to Tottas, and I see that you havje jn^foated her ^eff 
mndly, my son, my son ! * 

As my Louisa now began to be Apparently pFegnant, 

1 jsaoiestly pressed my precious mpuuir and hfxKU^er to 
accompany us to Ensrland, the place where law wait re- 

gnt ; where there was no apprehension of ioquiaijtionsor 
stiles ; and where the peasant was gij^^e^, as wUh a 
bjilwark of adamant, against eyjury encroachment of af- 
bitrijiry power. The? a^ented with ioy ; and tii» J^ar- 
qiBs going to his escritoir, brought forjtB biJQa io^ amoHBt 
often mnttons of livres, the pwdgjco o( some ^c<^acenBfi 
which he had 4i«pQiaed of £or m^ purpose,, fyg^j f^y 
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broUwr, aays he, if I am not able to be gratefal, if I am 
not able to be f^eneious, I will at least be jaat ; here is 
the patrimony to which my lovely sister is entitled. Boi , 
said I to tbe Mazquis, my itouisa can admit of no acces- 
sion of value. Keep your goods to yourself. Remem- 
her how Esau said to Jacob. I have enough, enough, my 
brother ; these things can add nothing to the abundance 
of my blessings. But then, he criedi you must accept 
them, as a token of our loves ; and so he constrained and 
impelled them upon me. * 

Soon after, we passed to London, where we oontinu- 
ed some months, and where my Louisa was delivered of 
my little Eloisa, who was said to be the beautiful like- 
ness of her fiither. 

We then retired to my seat near Stratford, on the Ihtal 
ATon, the chief of the landed possessions that Mr. Gold- 
ing had bequeathed me ; where we remained something 
upward of nve years, happy, I think, above all that ever 
were happy upon earth. For mv Louisa was perpetual 
festivity to our sight and to our nearts ; here eyes oeara- 
ed with living ana sentimental glory : her attitudes were 
grace, her movements were music, and ber smiles were 
fascination. Still varying, yet exhibiting tbe same de- 
light, like the northern Aurora, she shone in all direc- 
tions : and she sported as though she had gdne to hea- 
ven, from time to time, and borrowed all her plays from 
the kingdom ot little chiMren. 

But, she needed not to go to heaven, since heaven was 
ever in her and round about her, and that she could no 
more move ftom it than she could move from herself. — 
She had been from ber earfiest years the beloved disciple 
of the celebrated Madam Guion : and the world, with alt 
Its concerns, its riches, and respects, had fallen off from 
her, as the cloak fell away from the burning chariot of 
Elijah. < She looked at nothing but her Lord in all things, 
she loved nothing but him in any thing. She was the 
sweetest playfellow that ever lived for the babe of the 
manger of Bethlehem; and he was, in her heart, a plea- 
fiure passing sense, as well as a peace that pa8se<yinder- 
standing. Even. in conjugal endearment, her manner re- 
signed and chastened tbe sense of possession, and her 
pudicity awed me in the midst of transport. 

Our friends now prevailed on us to accompany them 
in our turn to France; together with our prattung Eloisa, 
who was become the datiing and inseparable companion 
of her grandmother and her uncle. We again toolc Lon- 
don in our way. I there renewed, for a while, my 
old acouaintance with my fbUows in trade, and they per- 
suaded me to join them in a petition to his Majesty, (br 
the restoration of some of the lapsed rights of their ciQ/^\ 
pontion, as your lordship may remember. 
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From Catais we turned, and, by long but pteasanf 
joumics, at lengrth arrived at the Marquis's paternid aeat 
at Languedoc, that opened a delightful prospect on the 
Mediterranean ; and nere we continued upwards of five 
years more, even as Adam continued in Paradise, com- 
passed in, b]^ bliss, from the rest of the world. 

During this happy period, I often pressed my dear 
Marquis to marry : ouf he would take me to his arms, 
and4Viy, O ny Harry, shew me but the most distant re- 
semblance of our Louisa, and I will marry, and be bless- 
ed without delay. 

In the meanwhile mv angel made me the joyful lather 
of a little son. who was also said to be the happier r^- 
iemblance of his happy father. Then, though I had long 
disregarded the world, and all its concerns, as I saw a 
fiimtfy increasing upon me, and also considered the poor 
as my appointed and special creditors, I resolved olice 
more to return and settle my long suspended accounts. 

As fbr the marchioness, she protested that she could not 
think of parting with her little Eloisa, and that she should 
not be able to survive her absence (en days. So my Louisa 
and I, and my little Richard, who was named after you, 
my^ lord^ set out by sea, and, after a favourable voyai^e, 
arrired m England : comforted however with the promise 
that our friends would jdn us as soon as possible in Bri- 
tain. 

Within the ten subsequent months, we received the 
joyful tidings, that our brother was married to the third 
daughter of tlie duke of Alenson, that they were all in 
the ni^hest triumph, and would speedily be with us in a 
joint jubilate on the banks of the Avon. 

Soon alter, as my Louisa and I rode along the river, 
pleasing ourselves with the prospiect of a speedy union 
with persons so dear to us, and talking and laughing 
away at the cares of the covetous, and the ambition of 
the high-minded, a fowler inadvertently fired a shot be- 
hind us; andmv horse bounding aloft, plunged with me 
into the current fh^m whence however J v^'as taken, and 
unwiUuigly reserved to years of inexpressible misery, of 
amise^ that admitted not of a drop of consolation. 

Meanwhile my love had fltllen, with a shriek, from her 
horse, and lay senseless on the sod. Some of my peo- 

8l6 flew back, and bringing a carriage, conveyed us f^en- 
y home, wh^re my Louisa was undressed and put into 
•1>ed, from whence she never rose. Her fright had given 
such a shock to her blood and spirits as threw her into a 
yiolent fever, 

On the second day, while I sat with the physicians by 
her side, James put m his head and beckoned me forth. 
Ah, my dearest master, says he, I pray God to give you 
(^ gtrepgth and patience' of Job : you havQ great need 
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of tbeiD, f^r your catanutiAm lilw {ivmainHi la jn 
Vj^on you. Hera to & mewenger oospalcbedRom 
with rtry beayy tioiogBy that my sweet young lady, your 
darling Eloisa, was cast away in a sloop, upoi^ a p9uty or 

{ileasare, and that the good old marchioness did not oiitr 
ive her five days. Then lifting my eyes to lieayen» 
Strip, strip me, my God, I cried, to the skin, to the oone ; 
leave, leave but my Louisa, and I will bless thy dispel^ 
sation ! ^ 

On the next day, my little Diejfj wfstakeii ill <^a se- 
vere cold that he caught, through want of due attention 
during the sickness of his mother. As he was of a florid 
complexion, Ms disorder ibll suddenly in pfi intUmw%.*. 
tion on his Jungs, and, in less than twenty-four liours, 
he went to join his little bcothers and sisters in their eter- 
nity. Did I not feel tbeae losses 1 Tes, ves, my frtefids ^ 
they wrung, they rent my vitals. Tet I still lined my 
heart in an eager prayer, and repeatedly cried, Takev 
take all, even the last mite ; le^v^, leave me hot my 
Lonisft, and I will bless thee, O my Creator : 

Alas, what could this avail ! Can an ijssoct arrest the 
motion whereby the round universe continues its course 1 
On the flfth day t perceived that the eves of my Lopisaf 
the lamps of my life, began to lose meir lustre. The 
breath, that was the balm of all my cares and concerpiu 
grew difficult and short The roses of my summer died 
away on her cheek. AU agonizing* I fislt and partieisat- 
ei her changes ; and she expired, while I dropt fod lay 
senseless beside her. 

I knew not what our people did with her or me aHer* 
wards. For three weeks I lay in a kind of dozing but 
uneasy stupor : neither do I recc^Iect, during that peripd, 
when or whether I received ai;iy, kind of si^lenAnce. 

At length I awoke to the pojgnancy and bitterness of 
my situation. I did not awake to Ufh, but rather to the 
blackest gloom of t^e reglorw of diet^th. And yet it was 
from this depth and enfolding of dejBith ^one, ibat my 
soul could find, or would accept i^n aUeviation of its an- 
guish. . 

O earth ! I cried* where iA thy centre ! how deeply am 
I sunk beneaXh iti How are the worms exalted over 
me ! How much higher are the noxious is^iles that 
crawl upon earth ! I will not accuse tbeeu pou great 
Disposer ; I have had my day, the sweetest that /9ver waa 
allotted to man ! but O, thy past btessings sef ve only to 
enhance my present miseneSj and to render me ithe quMA 
accursed of m thy creatures! 

^. I then rose, and threw myself along the floor; ahd my 
nUhftd and valiant companions iimyMdiateiy cathei)edto 
me ', but finding that I would not ne lemovsecL they ca«t 
memselves around mSf 
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jUmiglit wa# sjiut out, save the dimmerinsof a U^ti 
and for seven nights and seven days, we dwelt in si- 
lence, except the solemn interruptions of smothered sobs 
and w^ilinss. 

At length my spirit reproved me. What property, 
said I to mFselfi have these people in my sufierings? or 
why should I burden those who love me with my afflic- 
tions 1 I then constrained myself and went and took 




nor your services are now of further use. Fare ye well, fere 
ye well, my worthy and beloved brothers I God will 
give you a more gracious master, but — ^bqt — such an- 
other mistress ye never — never will find I I then took 
efiph of them to my arn)s, and kissed them in turns, and 
the house was jnstantly fill.ea with heart-tearing lamen- 
tations. 

I now expected and wished to be left wholly alone ; 
but J'ames and two domestics remained against my will* 
I then endeavoured to seem easy. X even struggled to 
appear cheerful, that I might communicate the less of 
grief to the voluntary sharers in my misery. world, 
world ! I said to myseIC thou once pleasant world, wei 
have now bid a long and eternal adieu to each other! 
From thee I am cut asunder, thou art annihilated to me, 
and we mutually reject every kind of future commerce. 

Ah, how much deeper was my dpalh than that of those 
in tlie louib. ** where the wicked cease i^om troubling, 
and where the weary are at rest !'* While t was dead 
to every relish of light and of life, I ^as wholly alive to 
all the glooip and horrors of the grave. The rays of the 
sun became an oflfence to my soul ; the verdure of the 
fields, the whole bloom of nature was blasted and blast- 
ing to my sight; and J wished to sink yet deeper, and 
to dig a lower bottom to myself of darkness and distress. 




what 

as 

and bird's claws. 

My friend James, in the meantime, took a plaoe for 
me in this town, in order to remove me from scenes that 
could only serve to jperpetuate or aggravate mv misery, 
by reminding me of the blessedness that I had once en- 
joyed. 

Ha wfts now become my controller. I was parent and 
passive to any thing, to every thing : and so he conduct- 
ed me hither, I neither knew nor cared how. 

In an thi« time, ^oueh I panted aftpr a state of inaea- 
sibiiity, even as a traveller, in the burning desert, ibin^ 
«|tpr % pool w^ slacking stream, I i^ever attempted to 
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lay a violating hand on the work of my Creator. I did 
not even wish an alleTiation of my misery, since my 
God had appointed that I should be so very miserable. 

A.t length ray spirit rose from its blackness to a kind 
of calm twilight I called for a BiUe, and, since this 
world was incapable of a drop of consolation, I wished to 
know if the next had any in store. 

As I read, the whole of the letter, and of the fiicts con- 
tained there m, appeared as so many seals and veils thai 
removed from before my eyes, and discovered depths, 
under depth8| and heavens above heavens, to my amaz- 
ed apprehension* I had no vision, no revelation of these 
matters : but the conviction was impressed as strongly on 
my aoul, as though an angel of God himself had reveal- 
td them to me. 

How this came to pass I know not Homer givesio 
his heroes a sight into Aiturity, at the time that their 
toirits are breaking away fVom the shackles of flesh and 
blood : and it is not nnhkely that the eye of the soul. 
When wholly turned from all carnal and earthly objects, 
can penetrate with the greater scope and alacrity into 
concerns that are merely celestial and divine. 

I have now told you the whole of my dreary history* 
my friends, tSVL I met with our Harry; and the rest our 
Harry can tell. 

But Harry was in no manner of vein at present ibr 
entertaining or receiving entertainment from any one. 
His eyes were swelled with weeping, bis spirits totally 
depressed, and getting up, as with the burden of four- 
score vears on his shoulders, he retired slowly and silent- 
ly to nis apartment 

On an evening, after co£fee, as the earl stood fondly 
fooling with his Harry, as one child with another, he 
turned to Mr. Clinton, and said. How came it to pass, my 
brother, that Jssus suffered near four thousana years to 
elapse, before he became incarnate for the salvation of 
the world, although it was by him alone that the world 
could be saved ? 

We may as well demand of God, said Mr. Clinton, 
why he suffered near four days of creation to lapse, be- 
fore he compacted yon glorious body of far- beaming 
light For this matter was barely a type, and the sun 
himself but a shadow of the Christ tnat was to come. 
But did the world want light before light became incor-* 
porated in its illustrious circumscription 1 No, my lord, 
^Bsus, who was from eternity Uie illumination of the dark 
immensit3r of nature ; Jesus, who alone is the living 
light of spirit, soul and sentiment, the perpetual fountain 
of the streams of beauty and truth, he said. Let ths&e 
»K Liqbt! and instantly, througirthe darkness of aruined 
^orld, the intemity of his ever-living light kindled ap an 
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externity of corporal irradiation,t]iat has its effluenoa fiom 
him, and cannot beam but by him. 

Now, as a day is as a thousand yearsj atida thousand 
years as a day, in the sight of Ood{ you see that the fourth 
day of creation, wherein the light of this outward world 
was compacted into the glorious body of the sun, pre- 
cisely answers to the four thousandth year, wherein Jesus 
the %ht of eternity, was to become embodied and incar- 
nate m Christ the Sun of Riohtsoubkess. 

But, as the world wanted not light before the sun 
opened hia first morning in the east, neither did it want 
the means of salvation, before the blessed doctrine of 
Mkssiah was promulgated upon earth ! 

All sorts of sectarians, all persons of selfish and little 
minds, would make a monopoly of the Saviour ; they 
would shut him ^p into a conventicle, and say to their 
God, "Thus far shalt thou go and no farther." B ut he is not 
so to be confined. The spirit of our Jssus bloweth wide 
and where he listeth ; and he is at once both the Puri- 
fier and Redeemer, as well of all nations^ as also of all 
nature. 

Accordingly we see that the Turks who are wholly un- 
blessed by true religion or liberty, who live the slaves of 
slaves, without the form of civil government, temporally 
subjected to the will of a tyrant, and spiritually to the 
worship of a sensual imposture, yet want not the feel- 
ings of our Jesus in their heart. 

£ven the wild Indians, who never listened to the toll 
of a bell, nor even were called into any court of civil 
judicature ; these want not their attachments, their firiend- 
ships, their family-feelings, nor tlie sweet compunctions 
and emotions of the human heart, by Jssus, forming it 

to DiVllf E. 

The truth is, that i)eople live incomparably more by 
impulse and inclination, than by reason and precept. 
Reason and precept are not always wiUiin our beck ; to 
have their due innuence, they require frequent inculca- 
tion and frequent recollection : but impulse and inclina- 
tion are more than at hand ; they are within us, and Irom 
the citadel, rule the out-works of man at pleasure. 

When the apostle, speaking of Christ, affirms, that 
** there is no other name under heaven whereby a man 
may be saved;" and again, when he affirms that **tho8e 
who have not received the law, are a law unto them- 
selves,'' he intends one and the same thing. He' intends 
that Christ, from the fiill of man, is a prirciplb of re- 
hexptiov in the bosoms of all living ; that he is not an 
outward but an inward Redeemer, working out our sal- 
vation by ''the change of our depraved nfit\ire ;" that in 
andfirom him alone ftri«« the Mntim^nts and sensibili- 
tiM thai w^tim the A^an w|M| laYOi wiat expandU wl^ 
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koBcmt, llMt wrintr ft with ciMnpiiiielicm. or tet Iks^ it 
with tbe story of distant distress ; taiA tint M done ean 
be qualified to be judge «t the last day, who, from the 
first day to the last, was internally a co-operator and 
witness of all that ever passed within the bosoms of all 
men. 

Hence it is, that althoogb the Christian countries bate 
received the two tables orthe laws of Christ, his extenal 
as well as internal revelation, each witnessing to the other 
that the God of our gospel is the Grod of oor nature ;;the 
nations, however, who are strangers to his name, yet ac- 
knowledge his influence, they no not indeed hear, but 
they feel the precepts of ** that LioHf, which lighteth 
every man who cometh into the world.*' 

My dearest brother, said the earl, my c^mceptions ate 

3uito clear with respect to the omnipresence of Christ^ 
ivinity : but as his body is circumscribed by extemsl 
features and lineaments, I can form no notion of its 
being in several places at once ; bow then will it be, I 
pray yon, at and after the last day ? Will he be present 
tOf and approachable only by a select number c^ his 
samts 1 or wiU be ^o certain jonrnies and circuits through 
t!ie heavens, blesfing all in rotation wilii his beatific pre- 
sence 1 

Is not the body of yonder sun circumscribed, ray lord*? 
Most certainly. It is now, said Mr. Clinton, at a distance 
of many milhons of leagues from you r And yet yon see 
it as evidently^ and feds its influence as powerfully, as 
if it were wtHun your reach. Nay, it is more than witii- 
in your reach; it is within your existence; it supplies com- 
fbrtand life to your animal t)ody and life, and you could 
not survive an hour withontits fnfluenoe and cnjerattone. 
Now, this is no other ihan the apt type ana preflgw- 
ing promise of what Christ will be t6 his new-begotten in 
the resurrection, **when corruption shall be«wallowexi 
up of fflory, and mortal of immortality.'* The same bless- 
ed body which for the redemption of commiserated sin- 
ners went through the shameful and bloody process of 
scourges, thorns, spittings, and bufietings*, which hung six 
agonising hours on the cross; which desciended into the 

frave, and thence opened the way through death into life, 
nd through time into eternity ; even this body shall then 
shine forth inefikble beauty and beatitude, in essentially 
communicative grace and glory, thro' the height aad 
thro* the depth, through the length and. throughr the 
breadth, beaming wide beyond the universe, firom inftiity 
to infinity! • 

Father, Son, and Heiy Spirit, will then become eo- 
embodied in this divine body : they w31 be the repleticm 
of it, they will operate all thinga-by it To hti&g the 
Creator neRmr to hnr «rMitiB«% ttte Uky^iM$ CMImUt 
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^ffm Hb&n b0eott0 ^iriiMB. fkt inflnite titevuDtttibedf the 
«ifa|fitfiNMdi«Me ftccesflribie. and the kicompreiienribie 
MttmMieiMted, Irithin tlie framanity of our CBRi9r. 

Tmh wiD hia ereas tre exalted iat an ensign to the 
eirdlifi^, bendinf , and wonriiippin; unWerfle ; bin wreath 
of HiOrhfl WiD kindle aB nature with the dartinga and 
eastinga Ibrtiiof its corrnseationB, and hia reed of mockery 
will beoone thescfeptre of unlimited domination ! 

Vrem hia fire wounds sfaaU be poured forth incessant 
floods of glory and wide diifbsini; blessedness upon all 
bis redeemed: adoring worlds, m self-abjection, shall 
atrife to sink beneath the abjection that became their 
Ml^Mion : these ever«ppttrent ensigns of so dearly-puT- 
chlMed benefits, shall inevitably attract the wills of all 
ifreaturta ; they shall cause all hearts and afTecUons to 
mah-aiid cleuve to him, as steel dust rushes to adamant, 
ttod as spokes stickin the nave whereon they are centered . 
There shttB be no lapse thenceforward, no falhng away, 
fbr ever ; but God in hia Christ, and Christ in his redeem- 
ed, shall be a will and a wisdom, and an action and a 
nightinesa, and a goodness and a graciousnesB.and a glory 
lisHig cm glory, and a tdessing rising on blessedness, 
through an evei^oegiiining to a dever^nding ETsaniTt. 

O brother, brother, brother I exclaimed the earl, I am 
enraj^tured, I am entranced.— I see it all, I ftel it all. I 
am already, with all my corruptions, with all my trans- 
^ressionB, desirous of being crushed to nothing under 
thefbot of my Bedieemer. But he comforts instead of 
^trushing me. O tiiat I Were this night, this very mo- 
ment, to be dissolted, and to be with my Christ f 

That night the earl was finite happy, and pleasant, and 
aflAwtionate, eveti beyond his custom. He said and did 
ever^ thing that could be endearing to his Harry, and to 
his friends. He caressed them at parting for bed. He 
amiliugly shook hands with all the domestics that ap- 
proached him ; and, in the morning, was found dead. 
Without any notice or warning to the servants who at- 
tended and lay in the room, 

A sudden and grievous alarm was instantly given 
tlirough the fUmiJy, and quickly reached the town, and 
Bptewi through the adjacent country. 

Harry fell updn his father's face, and wept upon him, 
and kiised him, and wept aloud, and kissed him again, 
etying. My fiither ! my ftither ! 

And they laid his remains in a plated coffin, under 
eaetttdMons and a saUe canony of velvet And the 
beuae and the ooart was eireleo with mourners fh>m all 
p$s%a» And they mourned for him fifty Add nine days. 
And. on the sixtieth day, he was deposited in theftimtly 
«0inb) biit Iff* GKntdh weiad not pefmit Htrry to attend 
the Auienl of hIa fiitber/ 
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Our hero wm now the master of miHioiu, approtelifais 
to the prime of youth, glowing with health, action, ana 
vigour, of beauty incomparable, beloved of all who knew 
him, and the attraction and admiration of every eye 
where he paaaed. Yet all these advantages,' with all hii 
higher accomplishments, became as matters of no value; 
they sunk and sickened to his sense, while he felt avoid 
in nis bosom, eager after he knew not what, sighing he 
knew not why; keen and craving in his desires, yet pin- 
ing and languid in tlie want of possession. 

What is the matter, my love, said Mr. Clinton 1 My 
dear brother died in good old age. Such things should 
be expected we know that Uiey must be ; and we 
ought not to grieve as persons who are without hope. 

True, Sir, said Harry ; and yet it is a very melancholy 
thing fur a poor man- to reflect, how very rich he was a 
very little while ago. I lately had a dear brother, a dear 
mother, and the dearest of fathers ; but where are they 
all now 1 I look round the world and see nothing but 
yourself therein. And — should you too should you 
too — ^here Harry could no more* His uncle also broke 
into tears, at tne thoughts of parting with his darling 
Harry, though it were to Join his Louisa* 

My Harry, jmys he at last, we have yet two precious 
treasures left upon earth, if we did but know where to 
find them ; it is your cousin the countess of Maitland, 
and the brother of my Louisa the Marquis D'Ai^igny. 
Let us go in search of them, my son.^ Next to my Louisa, 
they are the loveliest of aU living. They abound in all 
human and divine afl^tions, and will caress us >with 
kindred and corresponding hearts 

Soon after, they set out for France, and, by a round- 
about tour of short but pleasant journeys, arrived at 
Paris, where Mr. Clinton ordered his large retinue to his 
ancient inn, and, taking only two footmen, he and Harry 
went in their post-chaise to the marquis's palace. 

On the ringing of the bell and the opening of the fixate, 
a single domestic came forth. Mr. Clinton perreived 
that all was dark in the hall, and this instantly gave an 
alarm to his ever-ready feelings. 

He alighted, however, and, stepping, with his Harry, 
up the flight of marUe, Where is your master, says he, 
where is my brother the marquis? Heaven bfess us, cried 
the fellow, are vou my master's brother 1 I have hoard 
a deal of and aoout your lordship, though I never was 
' 80 happy as to see your face before. Ho! he continued, 
and rung another bell, come aU of you ! atttend the bro- 
ther of your lord } attend the present master and }or4 of 
your household* 

Jgunediately Ml? pataco WM in^ommolioni th« pmr* 
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lour and faall were lighted up, and all seemed to have 
acquired a set of wings to their motionci. 

Mr. Clinton looked with eagerness at each of the do- 
mestics, endeavouring to recollect the features of some 
cMi acquaintance, but all the faces were strange to him. 
pray tell me, my friends, says he, where is your master ? 
wbefe-and now are he and his lady? are they still in 
good health, has he had any children by her 1 

Please your honour, said an elderly man, my mas- 
ter's first 'lady died of childbirth, and her infant pe- 
rished with her ; but he is since married to ope of the 
loveliest women in the world. He is gone, a year since, 
on an embassy into Africa ; his lady would not be left 
behind ; we lately heard from them, they are both in 
health ; and we expect that le9s than a month will bring 
them safe to us. Indeed, the kum of our prayers is for 
their happy and speedy return. 

What, said Mr. Clinton, are there none of my old 
frtends, not one of our ancient domestics to the fore 1 — 
Please your lordship, Jacome, the white-headed steward, 
•is still left ; but tho^ in good health, he is very litUe mpre 
than half alive.^— Pray go and tell nim that an old friend 
of his is here, ^nd would be very glad to see hjm ; but 
don't do things suddenly, and be very tender and careful 
in bringing him to me. 

Okl Jacome was wheeled in, wrinkled, pale, and pa- 
falytic ; and all enfeebled as he sat reclining in an easy 
ehair, he seemed to recover life and new spirits, as they 
brought him forward. Bring me to him, bring me to 
him ; my eyes are wondrous dim ; bring me closer, that 
I may know if it is my very master indeed, firing me 
but onea to know that it is his sweet pardqning face, and 
then let me die with all my sins upon me, I care not 

Mr. Clinton theii took him very lovingly by the hand. 
My good friend Jacome, says he, we are both gro^ring 
old ifind ; I rejoice however to see you once more upon 
earth. O, rriea the old man, a well-known and a sweet- 
tuned voice is that voice ; it is you then, it is you- your- 
9^) my master 1 Alas, for all your loss^ since^last we 
parted ! I have got a salt rheum in my eyes of late, and 
1 never thought of you but it began to come down. 

Heie Jacome, sobbing aloud, provoked the joint teto 
of his attending fellow-servants; though they had never 
been partakears in the foregoing ealamities, farther than 
hjf the ear, whence they were now recollected and car- 
nod home to their hearts. 

My lord, says Jacome at last, I am not the only one 

that remains of your old servants. Your Gerard too. 

who (blessings on his hands) once tied me neck and 

. heels, Gerard too is forthcoming, and near at band. Your 

honour's wonderful bounty made a gentleman of him at 

Vol. n. r. . 
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onee, md be it now in a high way with a wife and three 
cfaildiem A bnndred and a hundred times have we 
washed yonr remembrance with our tear^. And indeed 
I think your honour ought not to send for him, lest he 
should suddenly die or run distracted at your sight. 

In the mean time, one of the lacqueys had officiously 
rone and informed Geranrd of the anriral of his patron. 
He came panting, and rushed forward, as it were, to^cast 
Mmself at the feet of his lonL But stopping suddenly, 
and drawing back some irteps^ he nailed his eyee, as H 
I were, on tne face of Mr. Cfcntoii, and spreadiBg his 
kandS) cried: . 

You lire then, w k>rd, yon still live, my deatresttnas^ 
ter ! you surrire an your deaths and sufferings, Hid the 
weight often mountains has not been able to crush yon — 
O, toe times, the times, my master, never more to re- 
turn f— Will there be such times in heaven, think youl — 
wifl there be such angels there as we once lived with 
upon earth? ^ 

- Mere be clapped his hands together, and set up such 
a shout of bitter lamentation, as was enough to split the 
heart of every hearer, and in a manner, to split the graves 
of the persons whom be deplored. 

As soon as Mr. Clinton and his two old firiends had 
parted for the night. Tell me^ my dear Sir, said Harry, 
are there different kmds of gnef ; or is it merely that grief 
affects us in different ways? 

When I wm>t for my dean father, my mother, and bro- 
ther, my affliction was anguishing and altogether bitter, 
without any species of alleviating Sensation to compien- 
sate my misery. But it was fkr otherwise with me to- 
night: when I grieved in the grief of your old and faith- 
tul domestics I felt my heart breaking, but I was pleased 
that it shoula break ; I feK that it was my happiness so 
to grieve ; and I could wish a return of the same sweet 
sensations. The reason is this, my love ; when you la- 
mented your pdbrents, you lamented yourself in your 
private and i^ersonal losses ; your affliction yrss just, it 
was natural, it was laudable : -but still it was confined ; 
it participated but little of the emotion that is excited by 
the affliction of others : and the anguish was the keener, 
by being neai:iy limited to your own bosom and your 
own concerns. 

But in the griefs of my old and loving servants this 
nigh^ yon became wholly expanded ; you went beyond, 
you went out of yourself: you felt without reflection, 
now delightfVil it is to go forth, with your God, in his 
social, generous, noble, and divine sensibilities ; and you 
delightfully f^lt, my Harry, that such a house of mourn- 
ing IS more joyous to your soul than all the festivals that 
flesh and sense can open before yotu 
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And now, my child, I will finally, and once for all, 
lay open the very horrible and detestable nature of Sslt 
in your soul. 

SxLF appears to us as the whole of our existence ; as 
the sum total of all, in which we are interested or con- 
cerned. It is as the Narcissus, self-delighted, self-ena- 
moured. It desires, it craves, and claims as its right, 
the loves, attachments, and respects of all mankind. But 
does it acquire them, my Harry ? ^, never, never. Sblv 
never was oelpved, never will be beloved, never was ho- 
nourable or respectable in the eye of any creature. And 
the characters of the patriot, the hero, the friend, and the 
lover, are only so far amiable, so far reverabie, as they 
are supposed to have gone forth from the confines of 
Self. 

As Mr. Clinton, proposed to wait the return of the 
Marquis, he employed the mean season in endeavours 
to amuse his darling, and to dispel the doud of melan- 
choly that continued to hang over him. 

For this purpose, he went with him to Versailles, and 
to the many other elegant environs of Paris. He also 
shewed him the Thuilleries, and other public walks, 
where our hero became oppressed by his involuntary at- ' 
traction of all eyes upon him. 

One night happemn^ to go to the play, without the 
company of his guardian, as he came forth with the 
crowd, a carriage was opened for him ; which he took to 
be his own, and in he stepped, and away he was taken. 

In the mean time, Mr. Clinton waited supper ibr him, 
and began to grow uneasy when the clock struck twelve. 
At last his carriage and servants returned with tidings 
that they staid for him, above an hour, at the theatre, after 
the play was over : and had ever since been in search of 
bim, to no purpose. 

Though Mr. Clinton was, by nature, of an intrepid 
spirit, and was still more assured by his reliance on 
providence, he yet found himself agitated in a very 
alarming manner. He therefore retved to his closet, 
and there, on his knees, fervently commended his Hairy 
to the protection of his God. 

At length the dock struck three. Soon after, the bell 
was heard (torn the hall ; and Harry entering, with a 
page in a rich livery, flew like lightning up stairs, and 
cast himself into the bosom of his patron. 

My fkther, my father ! he cried, I have been in sad 
panics for you. -I knew the love that you bore to your ' 
good-for-nothing Harry. But indeed I could not help 
It. I could not get to you till this instant. I have been 
a prisoner. Sir, and here is my deliverer. 

As soon as they were something composedi and all 
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ieated, Hany proceeded to satisfy the impatience of his 
uncle. 

As I came out of the theatre, ruminatine on a passage 
in one of Racine's tragedies, I found a chariot in the 
spot where I had left my own, and stepping heedlesriy 
into it, I was soon set down, and hasting throi^ ttie 

freat hall, flew up stairs to salute you. But think how 
was surprised, when I suctdenly found myself in the 
most sumptuous chamber perhaps in the unirerae. It 
wtai wainscotted with mirrors of the most perfect polisb, 
whose plates were artfully buttoned and buckwd to- 
gether by diamonds, and other gems of a most dazzling 
lustre. 

All astonished, I recoiled, and was going to withdraw, 
when J was met by a lady who gracefully accosted me^ 
Have you commands. Sir, says abe, for any one in this 
house 1— A thousand pardons, madam, I perceiye my 
error ! I really thought i was set down at my own lodg- 
ings. — No j^reat ofience. Sir ; but now that I look at yon 
kigain, I thmk 3fou ougnt to pay the forfeit of your in- 
trusion, by giving me one hour of your company at 
least*— You« must excuse me. Madam, my guardian 
would be under the most terrifying alarms for me.— A 
fl^ for guardians, she cried ! you are now my prmoner; 

Sd nothing less than my friend Lewis, with his army at 
I back, shall be able to take you out of my hands. 

So saying, she rung a bell, and immediately a folding- 
door of pannelled looking-glass flew open, and showed 
us to another apartment ; where a supper, composed of 
ajl the elegancies of the season, was served up, as by 
inagic, and lay fuming on the table. 

She then took me by the hand, and, having graciously 
seated me, placed herself opposite. A nupaoer of seiv 
vants then vanished on the instant, ieavmg a dumb 
waiter of silver behind them. 

Sir, said she, we are not to have any further company. 
You alone were expected, you alone are desired, all 
others are forbidden. In short, I have seen you often 
at Uie public walks and theatrea You did more than 
strike my fancy, you laid hold on my heart I inquiied 
every thmg about you. I know vour rank, title, and 
fortune. I made use of this night% stratageij;! to decoy 
you to me ;.and, though there are few women m Europe 
of equal opulence or dignity, I think I cannot much 
demean myself by an alliance with a sweet fellow whom 
I so ardenuy love. But come, our supper cools. 

I gazed at her with admiration. She was indeed the 
most finished beauty I ever beheld. And I was inward- 
ly flattered, and in a manner attached to her, by 'her 
partiality in my favour. « 

After supper, and some futile and insignificant chat, 
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•he Arew her chair nearer to me. What say you, mf 
lord, says she, fondly ; am I to live, of to perish 1 

Ah, madam, 1 cried, love is as a little bord ; if yoa cage 
it, it win beat Itself to pieces gainst its pifison. Not 
that I regard your late threats of confinement ; my own 
arm is at all times sufficient to deliver me from your 
thraldom ; but in truth I am partly become a willing 
prisoner to you ; and time may possibly reconcile me to 
your different customs. 

What customs, I pray 3rou ? Why, madam, the ladies 
in my country use no paint except the rouge of nature's 
blush, and the paleness of chastity. Love also, in Eng- 
land, is a kind of warftre between the sexes, just sudi 
as once happened between the Parthians and old Rome; 
our ladies conquer by flying, and our men are vanquish- 
ed whUe the^ pursue. 

Peraons, Sir, of a certain nuik, said she, are dispensed 
with from contbrming to little matters of decorum. How- 
ever, if you will endeavour to adopt the manners of my 
country, I will do my best, on my part, to 9pnfonn to 
Ihdse of yours. 

So sayingj she looked languishingly at me, and dreiw 
tier chair quite close ; when, by an involuntary motion, 
I put miiie further back. Don't be alarmed, my lord, 
says shfr; women of my condition know always where 
to stop. Right, madam, said I, but possibly you might 
not be quite so successful in teaching me where to be 
stopped. 

Cold constitutioned boy ! she cried, (indignantly rising 
and colouring,) your bed lies yonder ; you may go to i^ 
if you like, and ruminate till morning on the danger of 
slighting and insulting a princess. So saying, she sw^ 
liaughtily but of the reom, and locked me in. 

During an hour after she had withdrawn, while I 
walked about, considering what I had to appvehend 
from the threats of this extraordinary woman, I heard a 
great bustling in and about the palace ; but, within an- 
other hour, all was quiet and still again. 

I then conceived thoUghts-of attempting my escape; 
but again, I held it beneath me to be caught in the 
manner ; and so I resolved to wait till morning, and 
then to force my passage through her guards in oi)en 
day. 

In the meantime, I imagined that a pannel in the 
wainscot stirred. And soon after, it was removed, and 
my young fHend here entered my chamber on tiptoe. 
He beckoned me to silence, and, taking me by the hand, 
he led me through the way by which he came. 

We then descended a narrow pair of back stairs, and, 
groping along a dark entry, he cautiously unbolted a 
door that opened into a garden; and hurrying with me 
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•croai^ he unlocked another door that opened to tlw 
■tieet, and out we g^ot, rejoicing ! 

Soon alter, we met a party of the guards, who were 
patroling the streets; and, putting a few pieces into 
their hand. I requested their safe convoy, and they con* 
ducted us home. 

My lords, said Pierre, (for Ibat was the page's name,) 
it would be extremely dangerous for you to remain an- 
other day, or even till morning, in Paris. The princess 
k the most intimate friend of Madam Maintenon. and 
through her can do what she pleases with the king. 
During my residence with her, she grew tired of two 
handsome lovers, in succession ; but thev told no tales, 
and no one can yet tell what became of tnem. 

Mr. Clinton was quite of Pierre's • opinion. He in- 
stantly sent for his people. All was hurry, pack» and 
despatch, and, toward dawning, they set out on a road 
that led to the Cantons. But, changing their coune 
again, for several successive mornings, they arrived at 
Calais by ^ long tour of near five weeloi travel. 

Mr. dlinton set up at his old inn, and after dinner 
the host entered to pay his compliments. Have vou 
any news, landlord 1 Nothing at present, my lord, all is 

auiet again. But here has been a fearfUl bustle about 
iree weeks ago. The king's army came down, in pur- 
suit of a young Englishman who ran away with a lady 
of ij^uality Arom Paris. For my share, continued he, 
looking earnestly at Harry, I fear that you pretty Eng- 
lish lads, will hardly leave us a lovely wench in toe 
nation. Harry looked quite secure, beine wholly inno- 
cent of any present desien .on the sex, out' poor little 
Pierre turned as pale as tne table-doth. 

I remember, continued our talkative host, that just 
such another affair happened when I was a boy and 
servant in this house, llere came a young Englishman, 
just such another sweet fellow as this before me, and he 
Drought with him an angel of a creature, the like of 
whom my eyes never did, nor ever shall open upon tiU 
they close in death. After him came one of our great 
dukes, with a party of the king's armj, and terrible 
things were expected. Bat thev made it up in a man- 
ner I know not how ; and my loid Anglois earned off 
his prize in triumph ! Mr. Clinton stooped his head, 
and dropt a silent tear, but held no further eonverse with 
our lanolord on the subject 

That evening a sale sprung up, and going on board, 
they were safe ancnoied, before morning, in the bay oi 
Dover. 

They then mutually embraced; and Harry catching 
his beloved deliverer to his bosom, We are now upo9 
English ground, says she ; welcome to my arms, my 
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^ear Pierre, no longer my page or serytnt, but my fViend 
and my brother ! you cannot conceive what paiii your 
otiiciouflaess has hitherto cost me, but there must be no 
more of this. Ytm sbaU bereaAer be served and attended 
as t am; nay, I myself will gladly serve you to the 
Hlinost of my power, and the extent ef my fortune. 

Ah, my iprd, eried the iovely Pierre, geimy falling at 
the feet of ais master, if you fle|)rive me of the pleasure 
«f servioK you, you deprive me of aS the pleasure Hiat 
the worla caa alford ne. ff you Smew the delight I 
And in being always mb«ut you, in watching yout 
thoughts a»d motions, in Isekine irtto ■^your tee eyes, 
and then reading yonr deaireff beftre 4faay rise to eijpres- 
sian, yon could not find in yonr heart to deprive ne of 
atfch a blessing. Well then, said Harry, raising bin 
fendiy in his-annfl, our ikUure contest sbau'^ «rhich of 
«8 «baSl.saffve the other with most aSectianand sedulity. 

Alter dinner, the evening being calm and shiny, Har^ 
took idn PJefre«mlli him along the «hore that stretches 
under the stupendous diffii (x Dover. They had not 
walked far. wh«B, geUing out of the sightof people, with- 
in the winding <^.a creek, a man advanced toward them, 
and, taking out a |)i8tol, called to Harry, and ordered him 
to thr6w down 1iis-|)urse. Our hero did not regard his 
purse ; but thinking it an indignity to be robbed by one 
man, be put his hand -to his swokL fiereAipaii the vil- 
lain cocked and le^Iad'hisrpisral; .and the l^iJthAil 
Pierre, obsennmg that he was going to fire, inatantiy 
jumped in between his master and danger, and received 
the ctall into his own bosom. 

Harry saw his darling drop, and, flsring all enraged at 
the robber, he ran him tiirice through the body, and pin- 
ned him to the ground. Then, flying as swiftly bacl^ 
be threw himself by the side of ins dying Pierve, and 

gently raising his languisbing head,, plaiced it/ondiy on 
is bosom. 
You are wounded, n^y friend, dangerously wounded 
I fear, sajrs Harry 1 Yes, my lord, I am wounded just as 
I could wish ; and I would not exchange my present 
blessed death, for the longest and happiest life that the 
worid could bestow. — But at is tune to »jandeceive 
you, .and reveal a secret, which nothing but death 
ahould ever have extorted from me. — ^I am not what 
I seem, my most beloved master! — I am a foolish 
and fond .girl, who, at the first glance, conceived a pas- 
sion for you — ^My name is Maria de Lausannet— il am 
niece to that bad woman whom you justly reacted. — 
fiut what did I propose by this disguise 1 First, your 
deliverance^ my tord, and Uiat I effected. — But, did I 
fiuther aspire to the honour of your hand 1 Far from 
H, far from it I felt ray own un worthiness ; I did not 
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think you could be mated by any thinj^ leas than an^ 
ani^eL But then to see you, to hear you, to serve, to 
touch, to be near you, to fix my ejres on you unheeded, 
and, if ponible, to win your attention by the little offices 
of my fondness, this was my happiness, the whole of 
the heaven that I proposed upon earth— I have had it, 
I have enjoyed it-— and I ouj^ht to die content— But, 
alas, to part from you, there is the pan{^ of pangs !->-4), 
if this day merits any thini^ by the offer of my own life 
Ibr the preservation of my bfeloved — then cause my 
chaste clay to be kindly deposited in the tomb of your 
ancestors; that when time shall come— my dust maybe 
neighboured to your precious dost, and there steep in 
peace— -beside you^-^tiU we spring — ^togethei^— from cot* 
luption-^-to glory and — ^immortality ! 

During these short sentences and difficult raspirations, 
Harry could answer nothing— He was suffocated by bis 
grief. 

But, putting his speechless lips to the Aiding lips of 
his Maria, he drew her latest breath into his own 
affectionate bosom, and angels instantly caught her 
spirit into the regions of purity, of love, and of raith nn- 
Idling ? 

Harry, then, plucking up strength from opptcssion, 
and courage from despair^ pressed his lips to the pale 
and unfeeling lips of his lover, ^and cried. Yes, my 
Maria, our dust shall be joined, and I feel thai onr spirits 
too shall shortly be wedded. — Then, raising her in his 
arms, and pressing her to his bosom, be bore her to tho 
town, while he poured upon her all the way the two 
fo«|iit|uns of his affection. 

when he got to the inn, and came to his nnde; 
Here, Sir) said he, I present you with a ver^ precious 
little burthen, a burthen that lies much heavier on my 
heart than it did in my arms. He then related to Mr. 
Clinton the whole of what had passed ; when, heavily 
sighing, and shedding a tear, Mr. Clinton cried. Ah, my 
Harry, I would to heaven that your Maria had lived ! 
her beauty, her services, but above all, the excess of her 
love, macfe her truly deserving of you, 

Harry ordered a carriage, on purpose, for himself and 
his beloved. Sbe was deposited in a coffin hurried up 
for the occasion ; and, notwithstanding all the remon- 
strances and entreaties of his parent, Harry proved a 
rebel, for the first time, and would not be divided from 
his Maria, till they reached London. 

There our Hanry ordered a cofRu of unalloyed and 
beaten silver to be prepared for her reception. And 
though near Ave days had passed since the departure of 
her spirit, her chaste flesh remained as pure and untaint- 
ed as that of a lamb newly shun. 
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While they were putting her into her solemn repon* 
toiy» Ahy Sir, said Harry, I pretend not to compare with 
you ; your losses. I own, have been greater than mine. 
You are a man, like your divine Master, wlioUv made 
up of soRows and acquainted with killing grieis. But 
stili you must allow, that, for my little time, I have had 
a competent share. It matters not I am reconciled 
to them. I begin to be pleased with them. And indeed 
ioy is become my utter aversion, while I think on this 
lovefl creature who willingly bled and died for my sake. 

As Harry thought it his duty, so he thought it would 
be his delight, to weep and lament his Maria for ever. 
But passions seldom are permanent ; and time, though 
it may not wholly efface, daily wears away an insensi- 
Ue portion of the deepest impresstons. 

iiarry caused the coffin of his deliverer to be exalted 
on a cabinet in his bed-chamber, that it might be always 
in his sight. But the familiarity of affecting objects - 
daily lessens their force; and Harry, week after week, 
began to contemplate the re^sitory of the loved remains 
of his Maria witn abating affliction. 

In the meantime, Mr. Clinton received k letter by the 
French mail, in answer to one which he had left for his 
brother-in-law at Paris ; and this letter informed him, 
under the marquis's hand, that he had returned ftt>m 
his embassy to the court of Morocco, and that he and 
his lady would be shortly in England. And, at the 
bottom, he found written, m a different character, "^Will 
it be any satisfaction to see them accompanied by 
your once loved— FANNY GOOD ALL 1" 

We have found them, my Harry, he cried, we have 
found them, our long and mr-sougnt friends ! the two 
treasures which our God had graciously hud in store for 
the comfort of us poor people who have lost all beside ! 
But don't let us do them the disgrace, my son, of meet- 
ing and receiving them with teare and dirges. Let me 
then prevail upon you to permit your faithftil Perre to 
be conducted by some of our people, with an honour^ 
able train of undertakers, to Enfield, and there to be 
treasured up in your fkmiiy-v&ult, where I shall speedily 
join her, and whereunto even my Harry must finally 
adjourn^ — Harry wiped his eye, and said. Be it as you 
please, my father ! 

Within the following fortnight, Harry, attended with 
his page, pot on a footman-like frock, and grippins his 
quarterstaff, of polished yew, took a walk toward the 
custom-house, to inquire if any French vessels had lately 
arrived, in hope of tidings respecting the marquis and 
the countess of Maitland. 

As he approached the wharf, he observed a crowd all 
in motion, and shouting as in the midst of some afnray. 
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Immediately he hastened dp, and making way .through 
the Mivage populace, perceived that they were insulting* 
beating, and dragging' a number of unhappy foreigners^ 
without any apparent provocation, save that their garb, 
complexion, and language, were different from their 
own ; the very reason that should have induced them to 
have treated Ihese abused strangers with courtesy and 
kindness. 

On the instant his humanity was at once melted by 
compassion, and fired into rage ; while a lady, who stood 
with her women on the stairs, cried out in ai»ents of 
the bitterest distress. One hundred, two hundred, five 
hundred pounds, to any who will save my poor people. 

In little more than twenty seconds, Harry laid near 
as many of the assailing mob maimed or sprawling on 
the area : and advancing on the crowded spectators, with 
a threatnil Jind agile whirl of his staff, they fell back in 
a hurry upon each other, and dispersing, left our hero 
peaceable master of the field of battle. 

Then turning to the bruised and bleedmg strangers, 
he raised some,, and supporting others, 'conducted them 
all to the feet of their lady. 

While he approached, she eyed him over and over in 
mute, and wondering astonishment I think myself 
happy, Madam, says he, in having done some small ser- 
vice to a lady of your fair and neble appearance. Of 
what country, may I presume-; of England, Sir, says she. 
and I am ready to present yen with five thousand 
pounds, in recompense of the gallant, the miraculous 
rescue, you so seasonably brought to me and my people. 

No, Madam, said Han^y smiling; my circumstances 
do not lay me. under the smallest temptation of setting 
any instance of humanity to sale. But I shall not be 
easy, till I aee you and your attendants safe out of the 
reach of these London barbarians. 

^He then called to some porters, and throwing them a 
4»arcel of silver, ordered them to bring all the coaches 
they could muster. And go you. says he to his pase. 
Ige to the shipping, inquire after the friends that I t<ria 
you of, and then follow me to the White-cross tavern in 
Cheapside. 

The coaches came, And Harry assisted his porters in 
carrying, helping, and gentiv stowing the maimed and 
the woundea into some of- toam.* He then handed in 
Ihe lady ; and next, coming to a blackamoor boyv, who 
had a coronet of diamonds inserted in his^cap, be offered 
to lift him in. But the youth, bending one knee^to the 
dust, and seizing ofi Harry's iMnd, eagerly and repeated- 
ly kissed it, crying out, in French, Heavenly, heavenly 
creature ! and then, breaking into tears, he sprung into 
the eoacUyand sat down by tlie lady. 
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Oar hero then bestowed the fonr female attendants, 
with such luggage as was brought on shore, intp the re- 
mmining coaches. Then, grasping his qnarternstafiE; and 
ordering the porters to attend, ne guarded and escorted 
all safe to the White-croes. 

The first thing he then did was to order private apart- 
ments for the lady ^d her attendants. He next des- 
patched the waiters for all the surgeons in the neighbour- 
hood. He then locked the room where he saw the luggage 
aaUb lodged ; ordered a sumptuous dinner to be prepared 
as soon as possible ; and, lastiy, dischai^ed the coaches 
and porters, who poured their parting blessings upon 
his head ; and all this be did with wonderful despatch ; 
for Harry was now in the wide element of bis oenefi- 
oence, as a whale in the ocean. 

Three surgeons then came, and our hero, putting five 
guineas a-piece into their hands, desired them to ex- 
amine and dress their patients ; and staid till he heard 
the delightful tidings that none of them were incurable. 
<He then sent up to the lady, to desire permission to at- 
tend her. She rose and met him as he entered. Child 
of heaven, said she, from which of the orders of angels 
have you descended? I have heard as well as seen 
what you have wonderfully done for us. Madam, said 
Harry, endeavouring to turn the discourse, I would not 
advise you to remove your people for some time : I have 
oiderea beds and apartments for them in this house ; 
where those that are tolerably well, may assist the doctors 
to attend their siek fellows till all shall be restored. In 
the meantime, I have sent to my &ther^s for his coach 
and chariot, to convey you, and this young gentleman, 
and your women, to our house, where you can want for 
no servants, since my father and -I, and all, wiU be truly 
and tenderly your servants. We are your property, Sir, 
said the lady, dispose of us as you please. 

In a little time after, dinner was served up, and Harry, 
happening to turn his head, perceived the black youth 
by stealth kissing the hat, and pressing the gloves to his 
bosom, that he had laid onti table. 

Whatever the darkness or deformify of any aspect or 
person may happen to be, if the sentimental beauty of 
soul shall burst through the cloud upon us, the dark be- 
comes light, the deformed quite comely, and we begin 
to love what was lately our aveision. Thus it was that 
Harry found himself suddenly and inevitably attached 
by the two recent proofii that this outlandish youth had 
given of his affection. 

Being all seated, Harry looked earnestly at the young 
Moor, and turning to the lady, said, I now perceive. 
Madam, how ridiculous all sorts of prejudices arc, and 
find that time and observation may change our opinions 
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to the reverM of wbst they were. I once hod an ater- 
flion to all sorts of Macks: tmt I avow that there is soni^ 
thin^ so amiable in the nee of this youth, and his eyea 
cast such a histre over the darkness of his countenance^ 
as is enough, as Shakspeare has it, to make us in love 
with nif ht, and pay no more wor^ip to the gaudy sun. 

TIm Moor, hereat, smiled celestial sweetness, and joy 
beamed ffom fau eyes, and throughout his dimpling a»> 
pect 

But who can you be, my sweet fellow, said the la^ 
who are the picture, the image, almost the thing itself 
that I was so sadly in love with five-and-tbirty yean 
ago ? Why, Madam, said our hero, you could not. navd 
been bom at that early day. Ah, you flatterer, says 
she, I am turned of forty. But pray. Madam, who was 
he that was so happy as to attract your infknt aflbctions t 
— ^Uis name was Harry Clinton. — ^Wby, madam, Harry 
Clinton is my name.*— Harry Clinton I Harry Clinton ! 
screamed out the lady, and started up ft'om her chair. — 
Yes, madam, I am son to the late em of Moreland : and 
I almost dare to hope that you were once the encnant- 
ing Fanny Goodall. — ^Yes, my lovely kinsman, I am in^ 
deed your Fanny Goodall ! 

Harry then sprung forward, and seizing her' hand^ 
kept it dwelling on nis lips. But disengaging it, she 
opened her arms, and clasped him to her ooeom, and 
wept over him as a mother would over a long-loet son ; 
while the young Moor ran and danced about the room 
like a mad thing, clapping bands, and springing, like an 
antelope, almost to the ceiling. 

When they Were something composed, the Moor 
caught the lady about the neck, and kissing her, cried; 
joy, joy, my dearest madam, the greatest of bU. joysl 
Then turning to our hero, he took each of his hands in 
turns, and pressed them to his lips ; while Harry, kissing 
his forehead, cried. My brother, my brother ! 

When they were again set to dinner, the page entered. 
My lord, says he, I have been all along the quays and 
the shipping, but can learn no tidings of the marquis 
D'Aubigny, nor of any French lamlly, save that of the 
duchess Bouillon, who, this morning, came up the river 
witb a numerous train. 

Well, says Harry, oar happiness has been already 
quite sufficient to the day, To-morrow may crown our 
wishes with full success. 

No, my love, said the lady, you cannot see the mai^ 
quia for some time. The truth is, that you find in me^ 
your Fanny Goodall, the marchioness D'Aubigny, and 
the duchess de Bouillon. But these matters sball be 
explained more clearly, when I am blessed with the sight 
<H your precious uncle. 
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News was now brougiit that the carriages were at the 
door ; when, taking a hasty bit or two, they visited and 
left orders for the care of the sick and wounded, and 
then sat out in a hurry for Pall-Mall. 

When they arrived, the duchess hastening in, inquired 
for^r. Clinton; and when she came where he was, she 
cried out, as she advanced, and as he rose to receive her. 
your Fanny, vour Fanny GoodaU, my cousin } and 
{blowing herself into his arms, dwelt there for a nunute. 
Then recoiling awliile, she looked fondly at him and 
eried, Your sister also, my brother, your sister D'Aubig- 
ny ! the wife of the brother of your heavenly Louisa! 
then clasping him to her arms^she broke into tears; and 
again, quitting him^ sat down to quiet her emotions. 

Mr. Clinton, having seated himself affectionately be- 
side her, said, These are wondrous things that you tell 
me, my precious sister ! by what miracle have these 
Uecnngs been brought about 1 

I am too much agitated at present, says she ; let me 
have a little coffee, and the matter shall be unravelled. 

As they were setting to the tea-table, Give me leave, 
Sir, said the duchess, to introduce my little black com- 
panion to your notice. He is a sweet fellow, I assure 
you, notwithstanding his complexion. He is child to 
oar royal Ariend the emperor of Morocco, who has en- 
trusted him to our guardianship 'for his travel and edu- 
cation. However he might have come by his sable out- 
ride, his father, the great Abenamin, is the least of the 
tawny of any man I saw in Africa, and his mother is 
one of the fiurest and finest women that ever opened a 
pair of living diamonds to the light; but she took fright, 
wbJle she was pregnant, at the sudden sight of a black- 
amoor. But, my Drother, I shall more particularly re- 
commend him to your regard, by telling you that ne is 
an exceeduigly pious Christian, though- as playfUl as 
lambs, and as chuckling as infimcy. 

She then turned, and taking the little Abenamin by 
the hand, led him up and placed him before her brother: 
when the youth, suddenly dropping on his knees, looked 
up to Mr. Clinton, with eyes that spoke love and reve- 
raotial awe, and besought his blessing. 

The old gentleman found himself surprisingly aflfected, 
and, lifting up his hands, cried, God be gracious to you, 
my child, and make your soul as bright as your counte- 
nance is sable ! and may the Sun of righteousness shine 
with power upon you, and soon disperse or illumine 
•very shade that is about you ! The prince embraced 
his fogs, kissed his knees, and arose. 

Soon as the coffiee was removed. You may remember, 
my dearest cousin, said the duchess, in what a hurry I 
htf t parted from you. Mr. Fairface, with whom the bulk 
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of my fortune was deposited, went off with above*a hmi* 
dred thousand pounds of my substance, beside four times 
that value entrusted to him by others. 
' I traced him to Paris, and there he had the impudence 
to give me an interview; but at the same time had the 
impudence also to bid me defiance. 

immediately I commenced suit, and sent despatch to 
London for my papers and witnesses. 

On the openinjf of my cause in court, I was summon- 
ed by the title of Countess of Maitland, otherwise Frances 
Goodall. On hearing the name, a gentleman who was 
near mer started, and turning and coming up, Pray, 
madam, says he, are you any way related to the honour- 
able Harry Clinton^ who once went by that name in this 
city? I am, Sir, aaid I, almost the nearest relation that 
he has upon earth. — He is, madam, my dearest fHend 
and brother. Pray, speak to your advocates to postpone 
your suit for a few days, till 1 am informed of the nature 
and merits of your cause. 

This was accordingly done. He desired to know 
where I lodged, and in less than an hour his chariot was 
ftt my door. 

Except yourself, my cousin, the marquis had the most 
lovely and winning aspect and ];>erson that ever I be- 
held. I soon cpnvinced him of the equity of my dem&nd, 
and of the villany of iny trustee, and made him perfect 
master of the whole affair. - But he still continued to 
visit and to stay with me a considerable part ef every day, 
under colour of being better informed touching this and 
the other particular ; the remaining time was spent in 
soliciting for me. 

At length a hearing came on ; and, after a short trial, 
honest Fairface was cast in principal and double costs« 
He was instantly taken into custody, and put under 
confinement, till he discharged the whole amount of the 
judgment in my favour. 

No sooner was our suit over, wherein I was plaintiff, 
but another was commenced, wherein I happened to 

grove but a very weak defendant. The marquis now 
ecame solicitor for himself, but with such a sweet ti- 
midity, as seemed to doubt, and greatly xlreatted the suc- 
cess of his cause. 

I could not refuse my time to him, who had devoted 
the whole of his time and assiduity to me. We spent 
whole days together. But O ! what floods of tears did 
that time often cost both him and me, while he patheti- 
cally and feelingly related your history from the place 
where you broke off, to the death of your Louisa and 
your precious infants ! 

I believe, my cousin, that, as grief is a greater soften- 
er, so It is a greater lieiaBntet of hearts than any other 
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passion. I gave the marquis, in mjr tarn, my little 
story, and dwelt on every tender minuteness of my 
infant-passion for you. An. said he, what a pity that a 
heart so susceptible of all divine and human feelings, 
should sit as a lonely turtle upon the house top, without a 
suitable mate ! 

I took him for that mate, my cousin ; and in a hus- 
t>and I found the truest and tenderest of lovers. I be- 
came pregnant, for the first time of my life, and was 
delivered of a sweet and -promising little fellow, whom 
we left at nurse in our country aeat, while I attended my 
lordt>n his embassy to Morocco. 

But here I must stop, my brother; I am under the 

C'ttive interdiction of an imperial thing called a hus- 
d, not to divulge a word further tiH he sees you face 
to face. But I trust that he has blessed tidings for you, 
my brother ; he says, that he otherwise would not have 
dared to present lumself before you after his loss of your 
Eloisa. 

Mr. Clinton smiled careless, as at the impossibility of 
any consoling event upon earth. Again smiling archly, 
I protest, my sister, said he, you appear to me to grow 
' younger for your years. I see no manner of alteration, 
save tnat you are something plumper, andrmot quite so 
slender as when we parted. O, says she, laughing, there 
may be a reason in nature for that. 

1 rejoice at heart to hear it, said Mr. Clinton ; but pray 
when may we expect my brother ? — In about two months ; 
at present he is engaged witfi the king, who is ei^tremely 
fond of him, and lately created him a duke, on account 
of the services which he rendered the state in Africa. 
We received your dear letter, my dearest Drother, at 
Paris ; but wondered who the sweet fellow could be who 
was said to accompany you. 

In the meantime, our hero and the young prince were 
in dose combination. Abeiiani^in stepped about and 
about Harry, and toyed with him, and twisted the curls 
of his careless locks around his fingers. Then turning 
and looking fondly ujp in his face. Ah, how fair, says 
he, does this black visage of mine show in those fine 
eyes of yours ! It is in truth, said Harry, so fair in my 
eyes, that I would not exchange it for fifteen of the 
fairest female fiices in Britain. The prince then caught 
his band, and pressed it to his bosom. But whaMiaU I 
call you, says he ? You are a great lord in this country, 
and in my own country I am greater than a lord. But 
I hate the formality of titles between friends, and I will 
call you my Harry, provided you promise to call me 
your Abenaihin. A bargain, says Harry, let us seal it 
with a kiss ! No, no, says the prince, we never kiss lips 
in Africa; but I will kiss your head, and your hands^ 
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and your feet too, with pleasure. But tell me, Ht_ 
what makes you so mirnty dever a fellow ; will yc 
teach me to be a clever fellow also 1 , Ay, that I will, saj 
Harry ; and to beat myself too, provided you promii 
not to hit me over hard. Abenamin laughed, and aii 
a little fist, as though he meant to overturn him. 

As soon as Harry's grief for his late Maria woul 
allow him to associate, he had been to seek his cdd fhenll 
and tutor Mr. Clement, but he found only a single dol 
niestic at home, who told him that the old gentlemai 
had been some time dead, and that the ftimily were li ' 
ly gone io take possession of a new seat that they * 
purchased in the country. 

However, as Harry found himself quite happy- in 
present society, he sought no farther acquaintance 
amusement in London. In less than three weeks, thai 
retinue uf the prince and the duchess were well restored :| 
and they all set nut for Enfield, there to await the wished 
arrival of the duke. 1 

On the third day, while they stopped at a village to 
repair the fractured harness of an over mettled horse,' 
Harry took a walk with his Abenamin along the road. 
In their way they came to a long and waste cottage, 
wheire they heard the confused clattering of junior voices. 
Harry stepped to the door, and looking m, perceived 
about forty or fifty boys ranged on benches of turf, while 
a man of a pale aspect sat on a decayed chair, instruct- 
ing them in their lessons. 

Your servant, Sir, says Harry ; pray what language 
do you teach 1 — I can teach Latin and Greek too, Sir ; 
but the people of this country choose to confine them- 
selves to the language of old England — If I am not too 
free, Sir, pray what is your name 1 — Longfield, so please 
your honour. — Longneld ! Longfield ! I have surely 
beard that name before. Pray were you ever acquainted 
with a man called Hammel Clement 1 — Hammel Cle- 
ment. Sir ! Yes, Sir ; and with a wife by whom he is 
greatly dignified. 

Your mend Clement, says Harry, is come to great 
fortune ; and, I dare answer for him, would be nearly 
distracted with joy at your sight, and would gladly di- 
vide his substance with you ; but, if you please, you 
shall be no incumbrance upon his growing family. You 
shaH instantly come with me ; and, as Pharaoh said Io 
Jacob, Regard not your stuff, for the good of all my 
lands lies before you, my Longfield. And I rejoice 
more in acquiring such aneart as yours, than if I had 
acq uired the possession of a province. 

Harry then called a few of the neighbours in, and 
giving tnem some guineas, to be change^ and divided 
among the children, in order to enable t&m to fee a 
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hat sho may pass unno^ticod, as your page, tlirongh ,the 
didst of my attendants; as also that it may prove, daring 
be travels of my darling, a preservative against the lust of 
he eye, and any further aitempt tending to violation. 

At length the time approached and pressed for my 
leparture : but how to part was the question. All at- 
endants were ordered to avoid the presence far away. 

Our metamorphosed Abenaide stood weeping beside 
IS, while her fatner and mother crushed us, successively, 
:o their bosoms. All was passion, a gush of tears, but 
lot a word was uttered on any part. 

O, my D'Aubigny, cried the emperor at length, friend, 
brother of my heart, can you conceive what I feel at this 
instant ? I regard not the world, nor the things of the 
97orld« Omit such necessary accommodations as are 
common to us with brutes ^ and all, belonging to the 
immortal and divine humanity of man, is magnetism, is 
fellowship, the feeling as of steel to adamant, and of 
adamant to steel. There is the friendship, the endear- 
ment, the- love passing love, and surpassing all other en- 
joyment. If we meet again, my D'Aubigny, I shall 
anticipate n»y heaven ! 

Again he embraced his little angel ; and again he 
embraced his queen, and besought her to be comforted. 
We then took leave, as for the last ; and again they catl- 
ed'us back, and embraced and took leave again ; till, 
seeing no end, I suddenly broke away, hurrying with 
us our Abenaide^ibr fear of observation. I forgot, how- 
ever, to tell you, that, the day before our departure, the 
royal Abenamin had enjoined me to set apart twenty 
millions of livres for the portion of his child, in case she 
should be married to any ^reat prince or poUHitate ; re- 
questing me, at the same time^notto put any constraint 
on the inclinations of his lamb. 

1 have little further to say, my brother. We arrived 
safe at Paris, where we received your letter , and, impa- 
tient to make you happy, I despatched my Fanny with 
her train and your Abenaide before me; enjoining them, 
however^ not to reveal our secret till my arrival. For 
as I had charged myself with the loss of your, Bloisa, I 
deemed myself best entitled to make you reparation in 
person. But I oufffat not to omit, that, before VI left 
Paris, I received a^rarther remittance of twenty^millions 
from your 8on«in-law; jia that we may speedily look to 
have the royal pair in England. 

Soon after, a post-chaise whirled into the court,- and 
Harry, flying out, caught Clement and Arabella into his 
strict einbrace. He- then hurried them in, where Mr. 
Clinton 'eceived- and caressed, and introduced them to 
the duke and duchess,- as persons of great merit, and his 
bigbly-valued friends. He then piesented to them his 
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Abenaide, who saluted Clement, and embraced Arabella, 
with an affectionate &miliarity. 

O Sir, cried our hero, kissing his uncle's hand, am I 
to be the last person in the world, whom you will honour 
with a salute from your bewitching daughter? I ask 
' vour pardon, my lord, said Mr. Clinton, solemnly — Ai« 
low me then at length to repair my omission, by present- 
ingto your earlship her little highness Abenaide. 

The duke and duchess and Meekly laughed! but 
flarry was not a :whit the islower. in laying hold of his 
tadvantajse. 

He kissed her forehead, her eyes, her cheeks ; and. 
-lastly, dwelt upon her lips, as though be would have infttsed 
his soul between them. Harry, Harry, cri^ Mr. Clin- 
ton, I will never introduce you to my ^irl again, unlMS 
vyou pTomiee tiotto kissao bard, and bring so much blood 
into ner foce. 

Just then a footman entered: My lord, says he to 
Harry, here are three carriages and several horsemen 
waiting without the gate ; they inquire for one master 
^ Fenton, who, they say, lives with the earl of Moreland ; 
but I assured them there was no such person in the 
house. O Sir, said Harry, these are our old friends the 
uFieidings, and out he flew. 

As he approached the carriages, the company gave a 

shout df joy. Why, Sir, Mud Mr. Fielding, a servant 

denied you to us, and said that no one of the name of 

Fenton lived here. O, says Harry, don't heed the block- 

'head, he is but a new comer. 

He tiien opened the doors of the carruiges, and hand- 
^ «d and kissed them, in turns, as they came out ; Mr. 
and Mrs. Fielding, the reverend Mr. Catharines and his 
sainted Phffibe, and N«dand his blooming bride. 

Mr. Clinton received them at the door, with the joy of 
his heart jipparent in his countenance. He then mtro- 
tluced them to his most noble brother and sister, to his 
'friend Meekly; and lastly, he presented his Abenaide to 
them, on whom they all ga2ed in.mute and reverential 
astonishment 

Harry then observing that his- unde had not equally 
presented his daughter to Ned, Sir, said he, I apprehend 
that this is not quite fair; I have already kissed the fiur 
bride of my firiend, with all my heart : and it is but honest 
~ that he should be favoured with a salute from mine in 
turn. 

Harry then took Ned by the hand and presented him 
to his beloved. While i^ed bent the knee, and toiiching 
her hand tremblingly, looked awfully to her fiice, and 
skid : Yes, bride of Eden, lovely extract of every beauty ! 
you alone can reward, you alone can deserve nim; you 
alone are fitted to be the mate of my incomparable lord 
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than that of friendship, yet I would not wish my own 
happiness at the expense of your peace ; and so I give 
you timely warning against this dangerous and haughty 
girl. 

Our company had now been upward of six weeks at 
the mansion house. Harry hitherto, had never examined 
any part of the country, or any part of his own eiitate, 
above a mile from the house. Wherefore, leaviag his 
friend Abenamin in bed, in the presumption of his being 
tired with his last day's fatigue, ne issued early forth, ac- 
companied only by his huntsman and his agent's run- 
ner, who knew and was known everywhere. 

With tbeir-stafib in their hands,. they crossed and quar* 
tered the country at pleasure, without let or obstacle. 

At length they came within prospect of a house sump- 
tuously flronted, and of a happy situation. Harry stop- 
ped here, with pleasure, comparing, as he approached, 
the acquirements of art with the advantages of nature ; 
when a servant issued forth, and humbly besought him 
to walk in. Harry heard the voice of music. What is 
vour master's name, says he ? Fielding, so please your 
honour, and we are this day celebrating the nuptials of 
his son, the young squire. 

The master of the tamily met our hero at the outward 
door. Harry recoiled at recognizing the face of the Mr. 
Fielding whom he had seen at Hampstead ; but, taking 
no notice, walked with him into the house. 

Breakfast, soon after, was ushered in, and Mrs. Field- 
ing, and Mr. and Mrs. Catharines, and Ned, with his 
blooming and blushing bride, came to the table. 

Harry chuckled ana rejoiced at heart, but still took no 
notice \ when, after some cursory conversation. Ned look- 
ed at turn with an eager disturbance, and cried, Bless me, 
my heart tells me that there is something in that face 
wAich is not quite unknown to me. If i could think, 
after my many ind late inquiries, that my patron was 
alive, bating the difference of years, I should verily be- 
lieve that you were Your Harry Fenton, cried our 

Hero, springing up ; your Harry Fenton, my dear Ned ! 

Harry then opened his arms to receive his fHend, while 
Ned leaped and catched at him, as the grappling iron of 
a corsair would catch at a ship from which great prize 
was expected. 

AU the fiunily then, so highly as they had been oblig- 
ed by our hero and his father, struggled who should be 
foremost in their acknowledgments and caresses. The 
holy Catharines, fondly taking him to his arms, cried, 
Christ be gracious to you, my chUd ! and may the God, 
who has formed you as an angel upon earth, make you 
also of the highciit order of angels m heaven ! 

After ^ner, Harry rose to take his leave ; but they 
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all )got in a KTOup and opposed his pasaafe, teffinic him 
he mast be their prisoner for that night I consent^ only 
on this condition, said Harry, that you aU promise to 
dine with me to-morrow. Why, pray Sir, where do you 
live ? says Mr. Fielding. At £nneld with the young earl 
of Moreland, says Harry ; but he has a great friendship 
for me, and the nouse is as it were my own. 

Much company arrived in the evening, and the ball 
was opened and held till late. But our hero declitied 
dancing, that his friend Ned might stand forth peerless 
in the eyes of his bride. 

Harry rose by the dawning, and footed it in an hour 
Co Enfield. He flew up stairs to salute the ftunily, but 
found no one save Mr. Clinton, from whom he received 
i^ once a warm blessing and embrace. 

Where is the duchess. Sir, and my friend Abcnamin ? 
Gone, Harry, says his nnde, about oreakfkst-time yester- 
day : a courier arrived with the joyfbl tidings that my 
brotner was on the road, and so my sister and our Abe< 
namin hastened to meet him. By this time I suppose 
they are all on their return. And now take care of your- 
selfy my Harry. The duke brings with him the sister of 
our Abenamin, the fair princess Abenaide: the docbess 
tells me, that a lovelier creature hever beheld the light : 
80 that you must guard your heart, with double bars, 
against the power of this beauty. She is vain and dis- 
dainful, Sir, excessively vain, I am told ; so that her pride 
will prove an antidote against the poison of her charms. 
However, I will haste to meet and welcome your most 
noble brother. 

Harry was mounted on a haughty charger, that was 
bought when a colt in Mauritania : he was white as new 
fitllen snow, save a black mane andtail, and three large 
UoNDd-like spots on the off-shoulder. He was so perfbcUy 
instructed and subdued to the mena^^e, that be seemea 
to have no will save tlie will of his nder i while HarryUi 
least motion, like electricity, informed every joint and 
member. 

The princess came foremost in an ojpen chariot drawn 
by six spotted Arabians. The chariot was plated here 
and there with burnished gold, and emblazoned with 
gems of lustre. But if the eye could scarce bear the 
blaze of the vehicle, much less could it support the bright- 
ness of the beauty who sat enthroned witnin it. 

Harry bpwed twice, as he approached, but she scarce 
deigned a perceptible nod of acknowledgment to his sa* 
lute. Our hero felt himself piqued. Proud beauty ! 
thought he, I thank you for your timely prevention of 
ft passion that perhaps, might have proved unhappy to 
me. He then passed forward with affected carelessness 
to salute the duke. 
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When he came up, Uie coach stopped, and Harry, fly- 
ing from his saddle, approached the window, while Im 
steed stood trembling but motionless behind him. 

My lord, said Harry, seizing the duke's hand and re- 
spectfully kissing it, if you were sensible of the ^oy that 
my heart receives front your presence, I think it would 
make you nearly as happy as myself. My sweet fellow, 
said the duke, I have often heard of 3^u at Paris, as also 
by the letters of my love here ; my longing at last is gra- 
tified, though my wonder is increased. _ 

But madam, says Harry, what have you done with my 
little playfellow, what's become of my Abenamin 1 O, 
cried the duchess, laughing, he is forthcoming I warrant 
youj but what has so bewitched you to him 1 I think 
you could not be fonder if he were a mistress. True, 
madam, answered Harry, sigtiing *, I never look to have 
a mistress that I shall love half as well ; but pray put 
me out of pain, and let me know where he is. Be paci- 
fied, said the smiling duke, he is not fkr off; and here is 
my hand and promise that you shall see him before night* 
Our hero then turned, and touching his left hand to the 
shoulder t)f his horse- he rose perpendicular, like a pynn 
mid of fire, and again descended on his seat, as a flake 
of snow on a rose bud. He then touched his white wand 
to tile neck of his steed, who instantly mounted the air, 
like a winged Pegasus; while the dutchess shouted out; 
thinking her Harry a gone-man ; but he returned as com^ 
posed as though he were seated on a bed of cotton. 

The coach now began to move, and Harry put his 
wand to the flank of ius> horse, who, turning his head to 
tfie carrif^e, as of his own accord, moved sidelong to- 
ward Enfield with a proud but gentle prancing ; while 
the duke cried out, Look, look ! O the boy ! the graceful 
lovely boy ! 

As our hero attended the carriage of the duke, the prin- 
cess and her train had got to the house ana alighted, 
while Harry opened the coach-door, and handed out the 
noble pair, who alternately^ kissed and took him to their 
arms; Mr. Clinton then came forth and received tibem 
all with transport; But Harry, under some pretence, 
wtdked away ruminating, in order to avoid the disdain- 
ful regards of the young lady. 

In the mean time, our company, r^oicing and cares- 
sing each other all the way, had got slowly, though very 
lovmgly, to the ^reat mansion parlour. The duke then 
respectAiUy taking the young lady by the hand. Permit 
me, brother, says he, to recommend to you my lovely 
ward, the fair princess of Morocco. The lady tpen ^en« 
tly bent one knee toward the ground, while she received 
the cordial blessing and salute of the old gentleman. 
. They then took their seats. When Mr. CUntoni while 
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he looked more earnestly on the princess, j^w eaddexAy 
affected, and called out for a glass of fair water and 
hartshorn. When he drank it he found himself, in « 
measure restored } and lifting his hands, he cried, I pro- 
test one would thmk that nature had copied this yoong. 
and lovely creature fh>m an image that has Iain impress- 
ed upon my heart near these forty years. 

You are m the right, ray brother, exclaimed the duke, 
it is eyen as you surmise. Allow me then, once more, to 
introduce to you the counterpart of our once adorable 
Louisa; to introduce to you my niece and your own off- 
spring, my brother ; even the daughter of- your still liv- 
ing and ever precious Eloisa ! The princess then sprung 
forward, and dropping precipitately at the f^t of her 
grandfather, she put her face between his knees, and, 
seizing both hands, she bathed them with her tears, 
crying. My father, O my father, my dear, my dearest ft- 
ther, now inexpressibly blest I inink myself to be the 
offisprinf^ of such a father ! Mr. Clinton then raising her, 
andscatmg her fondly on his knee, and grasping her to 
his bosom, I wUl not ask, he cried, how these miracles 
came about ; it is enough that I feel the attraction which 

gulls you into my heart And so saying, their tears 
owed, till they mmgled on the flooring. 

Go, my angel, said Mr. Clinton, and take yonder seat, 
that I may view and delight my soul with your sight, at 
leisure. My eyes begin at these years to see best at a 
distance. 

At length, the soft voice of our Harry was heard in 
the hall ; and the duke, whispering his brother, request- 
ed him for a little time to take no notice of what had 
p1gu9sed. 

Our hero then entered, bowing respectflilly and (grace- 
fully, but carelessly toward the side where the prmcess 
sat He then took his seat beside the duke, and bending 
fondly to him, and seizing a hand with both his hands, 
he pressed it to his lips and cried, Welcome, welcome ray 
dearest lord, to the house and the hearts of your truest 
lovers. 

Then, giving a fiance to the side where the princess 
stait, he caught a glimpse of her attractions, and sighing, 
said to himself, O, the pity, the pity ! But, no matter, her 
pride shall never suffer a single charm to take place ; and 
so thinking, he turned his eyes aside. 

Mean time, Abenaide arose, with as little noise as a 
hare from her seat ; and stealing round, like a cat cir- 
cumventing a mouse, she came behind Harry's chair, and 
reaching and covering an eye with each of ner hands, she 
turned his head to her, and made a sound with her lips 
as though she had kissed him. Harry opened his eyes 
in utter astonishment ; while in a twinkling standing he- 
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for« him, she chuckled a laugh, and cried, My Harry, 
what, have you forgot rael Don't you remember your 
old playfellow, your little friend Abenamin. 

Harry's eyes were now opened, in the midst of the 
hurry and agitation of his soul. At a glimpse he took 
in the whole oppression of her beauties : and casting 
himself, quick as a glance of lightning, at her feet, be 
seized the hem of her robing, and glued it to his mouth. 

At length, lifting up his eyes, he cried. Ah, what are 
all these wonders to me, or my happiness, unless my 
Abenamin will also become -my Abenaide ? That, re- 

elied the princess, is not at my option ; there sits my 
»rd and father, at whose disposal 1 am. 
Harry then rose, and, throwing himself At tiie ^t Of 
his revered patron, embraced his legs in silence, while 
Mr. Clinton cried out, Yes, my Harry, I understand you; 
nothing shall ever be wanting to the happiness of my 
darling, that the power of his tender parent and lovine 
uncle can effect. I can have nothing m heaven or earth 
that is not the property of my Harry. Harry kissed his 
feet and sprung up. 

Mr. Clinton then continued, I aver I am still in a laby- 
rinth. Did you not say,, my Abenaide, that you were 
also our Abenamin 1 I did. my lord^ says she, but I did 
not dare to avow myself. Ah, what a painful struggle 
did that restriction cost me ! while I panted to catch and 
to cling to your honoured feet : while I used to look and 
gaze upon you unperceived, while my heart swelled wiUi 
afTcction, ttnd my eyes with restrained tears : and while I 
kissed, in secret, the book that you read, and the ground 
tiiat vou trod on. Abenaide then sat down, and Harry* 
lightly throwing himself on the ground beside her, looked 
beseechingly around, and cried. My lord, my dearest lady, 
our still precious Fanny Groodall, canyon vouch, can you 
yfarrant that I am safe in this matter 1 Then looking up 
to the princess, and drinking her in, No^ be cried, you 
cannot engage it; I feel that I shall pensh in the very 
ecstacy of the expectation of being united to her. 

Just then Mr. Meekly came in. He had been long and 
far away, upon many a blessedtour of doing good thioudl 
the earth ; but as soon as he heard of the arrival of Em 
beloved patron and young lord, he rode post to embrace 
theqfi. 

Harry sprung from love to fViendship, and catchkig 
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gent of my heart, behold the queen of all my wishes ! 

Meekly then fixed bis eyes upon the princescL and 
soon after exclaimed ; Gracious fkther ! wnat do I see 1 
Can the Louisa be resuscitated, and now raised from the 
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« 

dead ? O then, it miist be so, she most be her d e e e entf * 
ant. No ooe^ skto my peeiteas patroneas, could prodme 
the likeaeeB o« my psitroneeB. But how this Messed mii*- 
adewBs brDv^htalKHit is the question. 

That h vof qoestfon too, my dear Meekly, said Mr. 
Clinton, if my most noble brother woald be so good as to 
solve it I will giatify yon, gentlemen, said the dnke, 
in as ftw worda ar-possibie. Meanwhile the prinoese 
withdrew. 

On mj embassy to the coml of Morooeo, I had seireral 
private mtendews with the eniperor before my creden- 
tials were opened in public I had the good Ibrtmne to 
be liked by nim, so mat he suffered no da/ to pass with«> 
out Me^sg me. His name was Abenamm^ be was ac- 
counted a great captain ; he exceeded all in fiis <lmiin- 
ions Ibr grace of fwrson and beauty of aspect ; and that 
which rendered him still more singular was, that he had 
given liberty to all the ladies of his seraglio, and, far 
many years, had kept eonataiit to the reigning satena^ 
said to be the most exijuisite beauty upon eaith. 

As we grew more mtimate, in the exuberance of his 
affection fer his enqiress, he could not refrain fiora 8peak«> 
ing of her to me; and be promised that, before I depsrt- 
ed, I should see and converse vriti^ her ; a grace, he said, 
never granted to any other man. 

AtMmctHi'the day being appointed for my public en* 
try. I TO& through the city^ attended by a samptuouv 
tram, and aligblmg.beli>iPB the palaee, advanced to the 
hall of audience. 

The emperor was seated with his sultana at hi» 
right hand, upon a thnme of ivory. As soon as I baxff 
a|>proachea the presence, «nd began to open my com- 
mission, the empress gave a great shriek, and fell over in 
• swoon upon the bosom of ner husband... 

The royal Abenamin instancy tumecf pafo as deaHw 
tore oS*her veil with trerat^ng hands to give her air, antr 
called me to his assistance, as it is aecounted proftnation 
Ibr any Moor to touch the person of the empress. But, 
O heaven ! O my friends t thuik what i^ras mv astonish* 
ment, when, in the pale ftce of the queen, I beheld the 
love'd features of our dariing ^oisa. 

The court broke up in confbsion, and her women 
came hurrying with drops and essences* As soon 'as she' 
recovered, she opened her eyes opon me ; and reaching 
out her arms, and catching me to her, she cried, O my 
uncle, my dearest uncle, am I so blessM then as to be-* 
hold you before I expire \ 

The monarch in the mean time looked upon me with 
a jealous eye, and twice put his hand to the haft of hia 
dagger, but checked his rising indtgaation, tin he should, 
have the mystery of his queen's behaviour explained* 
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The women then' raised her up and bore her to her 
mpartment ; while the emperor turning to me, with no 
very friendly aspect, ordered me to follow him. 

When I had attended a considerable time in the anti- 
dumaber, he came forth, with a serene and joyous coun- 
tenance, and embracing nde, cried, O my friend, my dear , 
kinsman, how transported am I to find and acknowledge 
yon fi>r such ! the parent of my angel becomes a part of 
myaeHfl 

He then led me by the hand into the bedchamber of 
my Eloisa, where we renewed our caresses without re- 
straint, But the monarch, fearing that these emotions 
would be too much lor her, told me that he had some- 
thing fofr mv private ear tilh dinner ; and took me into an 
adjoming closet. 

There, seating, and taking me affectionately by the 
band, I will now tell you, my uncle, says be, how I came 
by this inestimable treasure of your niece, 

I had fitted out a royal ship of my own, not as a cor- 
sair, but rather for trade in the Mediterranean. On their 
rrtum from the coast of Egypt, as they passed, after a 
▼i<dent hurricane, within sight of old CarUiage, my peo- 
ple perceived, at a distance, a sloop stranded on a snoal 
of sand about a league from the shore. Immediately 
they sent out a boat, and took the distressed company in, 
' consisting of my charmer, two flimaletXHnpanions, and 
three servants in livery, beside the boatmen. 

The intendants of my ship behaved themselves with 
all possible respect towaird the young lady and her atten- 
dants; and endeavoured to quiet her terrors, by assuring 
her that she was tree, and that their prince was a person 
of too much honour and humanity to derive any advan- 
tage from the disasters of the un/ortunate. 

The moment that they brought her before me. pale, 
^ trembling, and in tears; while she dropt on her knees, 
end lifting to me her fine eyes in a petitioning manner, 
the gates of my soul opened to the sweetly-affecting 
ima^e, and ever after closed, on their own i^<2erd, up- 
on it 

Ah,.! cried, heavenly creature, calm, calm your cause- 
less fears ! I swear by our prophet and the God of our 
prophet, that I would rather suffer the gaunch, than put 
the smidlest constraint on vour person of inclinations. 
You are firee, madam, you shall ever be free, save so far 
. as I may bind you by my tender offices and afVbctions. 

I raised her and she grew something better assured : 
when bending a knee in my turn, I kissed her robe and 
cried, look not upon me as your tyrant, look not on me 
as your lover ; but look upon me as your fViend, the 
tenderest and truest of friends, who shall ever be ready 
to Mcriflce his own happiness to yours. 
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From that time I studied every amusement, everjr di- 
Teraion, that might serve to dissipate the timid shrinkings 
of her remaning apprehensions ; while I conducted my- 
self toward her with a distant, though fond respect, not 
even presuming to touch her ivory-iiand. 

In the mean time my soul sickened, and grewccdd to 
all other women. If you were ever in love, my dear 
D'Aubigny, you know that it is a chaste as well as a ten- 
der passion. I languished indeed for her, I longed and 
languished to death ; but then it was rather for h^r heart 
than her person that I languished. 

One day, as she heaved a heavy but half-suppressed 
sigh, Ah, my angel, I cried, I can have no joy but yours, 
and yet you have griefs to which you keep your friend, 
your Abenamin, a stranger. True, my lord, says she, 
tears breaking fh>m her ; all your bounties have not been 
able to silence the calls of kindred, or claims of nature 
within me. Ah, my parents, my dear parents ; I feel 
more for you than I feel even for myself, in being torn 
from you ! 

The weight of her affliction fell, like a mountain, on 
my soul, and crushed me to her feet. You would leave 
me then, Eloisa, you wish to leave me ; bat your gene- 
rosity delays to tell me so, for fear of breaking my 
heart — Well, be it so-— go from me, you know I cannot 
survive you — ^but my death is of no consequence, my 
£loi8a shall be happy. — ^I will go this instant, I will des- 
patch my swiftest galley to Languedoc — I will write 
word to your parents tliat you are safe, that you are be- 
loved, and yet pure and untouched, since respected as a 
deity. — I will invite them to come and take possession 
of my treasures, my dominions, my heart ; but — should 
they reject my suit, I again swear by Alia, to send you 
to them, laden with wealth, though I myseJf should drop 
dead at the instant of your departure. 

The noble soul of my Eloisa became instantly affect- 
ed. She caught a hand between both of hers, and bath- 
ing it with tears, cried, O, now indeed you have bound 
me by chains infinitely stronger than all the shackles that 
fasten the slaves to the galleys of Africa. 

I kept firm to my engagement, and, in a few weeks, 
my winged messengers returned. But. O the tidings, the 
very doleful tidings for my beloved ! tney brought word 
that they found no creature, save two ancient domestics 
in the great hotel, as two ravens in the midst of a lonely 
forest. 

From these they learned, that my Eloisa's mother and 
little brother were dead; that her grandmother was dead; 
her aunt the marchioness also dead ; and that the mar- 
quis had retired they knew not wnither. 

She wept incessantly, and I wept with her.-*At length 
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she sofUy said ; You have conquered, my lord, you have 
conquered, I am subdued by your weight of aflfection ! 

that you could but conform to one article more, that we 
might be united as one heart, and one soul, and one sen- 
timent, for ever ! 

It was now, for the first time, that I dared to seize her 
hand; I crushed it to my h'ps, and thrust it to my soul. 
What would you enjoin, I cried ? I would do any thln^, 
dare any thing to be united to my Eloisa ! in lite and in 
death, bodjr to body, and dust to dust, never, never to be 
sundered, till her spirit should make the heaven of my 
sptrit hereafter. 

Ah, she suddenly exclaimed, that, that is the very thing 

1 so eagerly desire. Let the God of my heart be the God 
of your heart, let the God of my B^int be the God of 
your spirit, so shall we be united in him, and jointly 
partake of his blessedness through eternity ! 

Ah, I cried, can I forego the divine precepts of our 
prophet "i Your prophet, says she, preaches only to the 
eye and the ear, and that is all he does or can pretend to 
do : but Chbtst, my prophet, preaches in the heart, to the 
affections. From him is every good motion^ divine or 
humau: He is t(^e unknown God of your spirit, my mas- 
ter, my Abenamin; and you feel his precious power 
while you disavow his name. 

I was puzzled, I was silenced. I bent a knee in re- 
verence. Kissed her hand, and withdrew. 

I sent for the chief of the Christian missionaries, 
throughout tlie city and country. I consulted each ot 
them in private, but received no satisfaction from them. 
They all appeared equally zealous for my reformation, 
but attempted it by different, and even by opposite ar- 
guments. X 

•Some would have persuaded me to be Christian, by 
shewing the absurdity of every religion that was not 
Christian. Others affirmed, that my eternal salvation 
depended on mv conformity to certain external rules and 
penances. Wnile the greatest number inveighed against 
the Christians of every other denomination, and would 
have thrust me wholly from Christ, if I did not consent 
to receive him within tlieir stinted pale. 

I knew not what to do : I was put to a stand, and 
quite confounded by this multiplicity of conflicting opi- 
nions. At length a countryman of my own came tome 
from the desert. He had been a great sinner, but was 
converted by the sense of his sins, and he was revered 
and resorted to by the friendless and afflicted. 

I opened my soul to him, with all its doubts and dif- 
ficulties. — My friend in Christ, said he, with a gentle 
and still voice, tht^y have been leading you all astray, 
quite away iirom the haven that stretches forth its arms 
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for the reception of long-toiled marinen, whom stonns 
have at length compelled to seek a final port. 

The Ooa of your creation can alone be yonrredenkp- 
titm ; the God of your nature can alone be the -salvation 
of the nature that he imparted. But who shall convince 
you of this 1 Not all the angels in heaven, nor all the 
doctors upon earth, till the Christ of your heart shall be 
pleased to convince you that you are, as indeed you are, 
(however miffhty a monarchy) a poor, IVail, erring, vile, 
and despicable creature ; subjected to innumemble lapses 
and innrmities, sickness, passions, and crosses, gneis, 
agonies, and death. When this is effectually done, the 
whole of the business is done. You wiU call ibr and 
catch at a Saviour, in the sensibility of your want of 
him. When you come thus laden with your sins to 
htm, he will in no wise cast you out But he will take 
you, as Noah took the wearied dove into the ark, he will 
take you within the veil of his own temple of rest ; and 
all sects, forms, and ceremonies, will be as the outward 
courts^ with which you shall have no manner of com-, 
raerce or concern. 

My heart felt the weight and the fiilness of conviction. 
I took him to my arms, and requested instant baptism. 
My Eloisa was called ; we locked ourselves in : and I 
was washed by water and faith into Christ while my 
kneeling angel wept a stream of delight besiae me. 

It is said that possession cloys. But I experienced, 
my dear D'Aubigny,tbat love never cloye. Kvery day 
with my Eloisa seemed to triumph,.in heart-feit happi- 
ness, over my first bridal day. But O what was the joy, 
the exultation of my fond heart, when she gave me to be 
the fttther of a little daughter of paradise ! 

One day, while we were toying and fooling with the 
smiling inftint, and throwing her as she crowed from 
the one to the other, Ah ! my nu^and, cries Eloisa, how 
poor I was lately, no parents, no kindred, nothing but 
my Abenamin' upon the whole earth ! and now Gt>d has 
been pleased to make my affliction to laugh, and to give 
this babe for a further bond, a precious link of love be- 
tween us. 

He was just in this part of his narration when the 
music sounded to the banquet. We instantly rose and 
joined oar Eloisa. 

When the collation was removed, Madam, said I to 
the empress, have you ever heard of a relation of yours, 
ebrnitened ' by the name of Fanny Goodall, and lately 
countess of Maitland ? I have, said she, often heard my 
fond father speak of her with filling eyes. She is in this 
city, madam. She is no longer countess of Maitland. 
She is now doubly your relation, your aunt as well as 
your cousin ; and goes by the title of the marchioness 
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D*Aubigny. With the good leave of my lord here I will 
bring her to you directly. 

I went to the palace -empointed for my residence ; I 
there gave my Fanny a few heads of the story of our 
Eloisa, and took -her hastily to the presence. 

The ladies looked at each other, in long and silent 
admiration. Then opening their arms, and rushing to- 
gether, they continued some oninutes locked in mutual 
embraces. 

Madam, said the-em^serory smiUng, I think I ought to 
be aUowea the same liberties with my aunt that your 
husband took with his niece. Whereon he welcomed 
and caressed her with an affectionate fervour. 

O, exdaimedvthe royal fair, bow very poor, and how 
Tery rich our God-can suddenly make' us ! But then, 
lord of my Hie, to think of parting, of parting with these 
dear friends again, perhaps never to see them more — 
that's what sinks and wrings my heart in the very midst 
of exultation. 

That, my love« said the emperor, is the very important 
article on which I wish to consult with you and our 
friends here, our dear kindred in Christ But I must first 
show them their young relation, -my little enchantress, 
my precious pearl, my eye delighting Abenaide. 

He then stept forth, and after awhile, led in a grace- 
fVilly-moving creature, but veiled from the head to the 
waist Throw qp-your veil, my love, says he ; here are none 
but your firiends;your very dear relations,your lovely aunt, 
and your uncle the marquis and marchioness D'Aubigny. 

She did as she was ordered j and instantly broke upetk 
my sight, like a new glory arisen from mid day. 

My Fanny seized upon her, as desirous of devouring 
her. And I, in tum^took her to me with tearful eyes, 
as almost persuaded that I embiaced the newly-revived 
person of my dearest sister Louisa ; so perfect was the 
resemblance in every grace and feature. 

When we had nearJy oppressed the celestial looking 
maid with our insatiate caresses, she seized our hands, 
and kissinff them, cried. What a blessed day is-this that 
enriches Abenaide with two parents more ; another pre- 
cious father, and another lovely mbther ; happy, happy 
Abenaide ! 

Her royal father then gave a beck, and she instantly 
vanished; while her absence seemed to cast a shade 
throughout the room. 

The monarch then deeply musing and heavily sighing, 
began — ^I am now, my dearest friends, friends beloved 
above the world, and all that it contains, I am now to 
open to you my inmost heart, and to reveal a purpose 
whereon I have been ruminating these many months, 
but coukl not hit on an expedient for bringing it to pass* 
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' How opportune has our Jssus sent you to us on this 
occasion ! 

I have but two children living , my Abenaide, and a 
son, by a former woman of my seraglio. His name is 
Abencerrage ; he is a youth renowned in the field, but 
of a proud and impetuous demeanour. He had long 
conceived an illicit passion for his young and lovely 
sister. At length the fire broke forth, and he lately at- 
tempted her honour. 

I would have instantly put him to death, had I any 
other heir to succeed to my dominions. I therefore 
contented myself with banishing him my court «nd 
my presence ; though I am sensible that this has not 
availed for the extinguishing his horrid flame. 

Now, my firiends, should I die, or shoula this violent 
boy break into rebellion, for he is the favourite of the 
licentious soldiery, t tremble to think what would become 
of mi - 




kingdoi 

ciety and communion of saints, has, after many struggles, 

determined me to abdicate my throne : as soon as I can 

amass and transmit a fund sutlicient for supporting my 

Eloisa and myself, with becoming dignity, in her native 

country. 

Ah, my lord, I cried, clasping him passionately in my 
arms, regard not your treasures, delay not a moment for 
that ! your Eloisa s relations, both by &ther and mother, 
are possessed of princely fortunes, and they will be. all 
freely at the disposal of your majesty. 

An. my D'Aubigny, said he, l am not yet so duly 
mortined a Christian as needlessly to elect a state of de- 
pendence, or willingly to descend at once from the king 
to the beggar. I have however been preparing : I have 
already converted a large part of my enects into bills 
and jewels, of high value, but light portage, to the amount, 
as I think, of About sixty millions of French money : 
this I will transmit by you ; and as soon as I shall have 
compassed an equal sum, I will stay no longer in Africa. 
I will fly to your bosoms, my precious friends. 

In the meantime, this violent and lustful boy gives no 
rest to my apprehensions. It is therefore necessary that 
I commit my Abenaide to your trust. It is necessary, 
I flay, that I tear away my choicest limb, the dearest 
part of my vitals ! Support me, Chbist, in the trial ! but 
It must be gone througn. 

This, however, must be done with all possible pri- 
vacy. I am persuaded that my young viuain has his 
spies in and about ^my palace. I shall therefore request 
my dear aunt to disguise my little girl in boy s appare), 
and to blacken : eveiy part of her visible complexion, 
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new master, he and Abenamin took the thread-bare Long- 
field, on each side, under the arm, and carried him away. % 

When they came to the turn that led to the manaion- 
tiouse,. Harry perceived with much pleasure, that the 
two school-housed, which he had put m hand before the 
death of his father, were now completed. They stood 
opposite to each other, with the road between them. 
Their fronts w^re af hewn stone ; and a small cupola 
roae over each, with bells to Bammon the childicn to 
meals and to lesson. 

Here, LongOeld, si^s our bero, is to be your province. 
You are to superintend these schools at a salary of three 
hundred a ye^ r : And I wUl soon send you, with proper 
means, ttroughout the country, to muster me a hundred 
chosen children of each sex : ror I yearn to be a Ikther, 
Longfield, afltd tp gather my Amily of little ones under 
my eye and mywing. 

As soon as they allgffated, Mr. Gltntoft' and Ins Harry 
once mow welcomed the duchess^and hm Abenamin to 
their home and their hearts, - and : the date house of 
mourning became a house of joy. 

Above idl. Abenamin inspired mirth and good humour 
throughout the family; and melancholy fled before' him 
wherever he turned. He was daily inventive of new 
matters of entertainment. "He danced African dances for 
them, with wonderAll action and grace; and he sung 
African songs, that imitated and exceeded the wild and 
inarticulate warblings oC the nightingale; so that he be- 
came the darling and'Bltieideijof the whole household. 

Harry had sent for the town>-taiIor, and got Longfield 
fitted with three or four suite from his father's wardrobe. 
He then sent him an his commission, in company with 
Mr. Trusty the agent, whom he ordered to idiowfaim the 
country, to mtroduce him to the several families qf the 
peasantry,>.andto> furnish him with iMhateves sums he 
ahouldcan for. 

In the mean time, our hero and Abenamin became in- 
aeparable. ^He made the prince a present of his little 
dressed iennet,. and at times rode oufe> with him, and 
taught him the menage. At other times they would run, 
and wrestle, and play a hundred gambols through the 
walks and the gardens. 

Did you ever see the chase of the antelope, Harry ?^- 
Not I truly^'— You shall not be long so, says the prince. 
Go, gather mealllhe house, man, woman, and childj be- 
fore the door here. You shall be the hunteman, and I 
will be the antelope ; and if any of your people can catoh 
me, in a mile's running, they shau have my cap for a 
kerchief. 

Immediately the whole posse was summoned, to the 
amount of about sixty persons, male and Jbmflle; and 

VMi.^L V 
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Mr. CUnton and the duchess, hearing what they were 
about, came laaghing to the door to see the diTersion. 

Harry then nve His royal antelope about fifty yards 
law ; then cri^, Away ! and inBtantly all heels and all 
voioea were loosed after him. 

The prince then turned, and bounded over an aha that 
VQif sunk on the right side of the avenue; then, clearing 
■OYeral other obstacles, whereby he threw out the mat- 
eat number of his pursuers, he at length reached the 
fields, and shot away like an anow. 

Our Hero's huntsman headed about nine foreign and 
domestic footmen, who still held the chase, though at a 
distance ; while Abenamin led them a round of above a 
mile. Then, turning short homeward, he came flying 
up ttie avenue, w^ only the huntsman and two foHow- 
era pursuing ifar behind. At. length, reaching near the 
door, the prmce threw himself precipitately into the arms 
of his friend; as it were fbr -protection, crying, Save me, 
my Harry, save yonr'little antelope I 

Mr. CfinUM and the duchess tlieneuocessively embrac- 
ed the victor, and wished him joy. I protest, Harry, 
cried Mr. Clinten, I. will bet a thousand pieces with you, 
on the head of my A4)enamin against your famous Polly 
Truck. 

That 'night, as ourlierp sat with the prince in his apart- 
ment. Have you over, been in love, my Harry 1 «ays he-, 
I confess, said Harry, that 4 have Iiaq my twitches and 
tondencies that way. 

He then related to hhn^the tragedy of his fiiithf ul Ma- 
ria, which cost the prince -the draticbing ef a handker- 
duef in tears. 

Ah, exclaimed the prince, never, iiever will I forgive 
your Maria her death ; why was it not my lot; by some 
severer doom, to prove to you the superiority of .my 
friendship and affection ? • What cried* H arry, would you 
not leave me a single companion upon earth 1 When 
my Abenamin quits this world, r shall also bid it adieu ! 

When tears were wiped away, the ^irince took his 
friend by the hand, and said, I have a sister, my brother, 
a sister, twinned with me in the womb, and as fair as 1 
am black. All Africa is pleased to hail her* as thc^* beau- 
ty of the universe; but the truth is, that I think but poor- 
ly of her. The duke brought her with him to France ; 
and atiould he bring her to England, beware of your heart, 
my Harry ! for, though I am prejudiced against her, she 
is Uie idol of all others, who bow down to her^ as befoi^ 
a little divinity. This has made her so excessively vain. 
that die holds herself ot a different species from the rest 
of mankind, and thinks the homage of the world nothing 
less than her right. And now, my Harry, though I ear- 
nestly wish to oe allied to you by a tie, nearer if possible 
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•nd niMter, my pateon and preaenreii So wying, ]i0 
lightly touched his lips to the polished hand. But th^ 

e raises of her H«rry had gone, with a pleasant trickling, 
> the heart (tf Abenaide, and, gently raising Ned, she u* 
fectionately saluted him with a glistening eye. 

Pray Sir, said Mr. Fielding, whisperingbr, to Mr. Clin- 
ton, is the earl of Morelana in company 1' — That is he, 
Sir, pointing to Harry -— O then, cded Fielding, he is ti- 
tled below his merits ; it was fbr an emperor that naturcf 
intended him. 

Dinner was then served. — Durii^g the re^mst the duke 
said, Let us not. my brother, keep our Harry in pain : 
why should we delay the happiness of children so very 
dear to us? With regard to your child's marriage to 
some mighty prince, as your son-in*law hinted, I tninlc 
her more ennoDled and more illustrious by her marriage 
with our hero here, who purchased her at his peril, than 
if she were mated to the greatest potentate on earth. 

You must excuse me, my noble brother, said Mr. Clin- 
ton ; I will have no clandestine doings in this business. 
My girl shall be married in the iace and witnessing of 
thousands ; lest hereafter this young rogue should have 
the efirqntery to deny her. What day of the week is 
this 1 Thursday, I think ; let Monday stf'nnight be the 
day. k 

Harry rose and pressed and kissed the hand of the 
duke with rapture, and then kissed the hand of his patron 
in silent submission. 

They kept the Fieldings with them for three days. 
But Harry would not part with his Clement, nor Abenaide 
with Arabella, till the marriage should be over. Harry, 
in the presence of these two friends, attempted to take 
some little accustomed ^berties. under her name of Abe- 
namin. But the proprietor of his heart sweetly repuls- 
ed him, and cried. No, no honest friend, I will box with 
you whenever and as otfcenas you please'; but no more 
wrestling, my Harry! 

In the mean , timer all preparations were pushed into 
forwardness by Mr. Ciinton. The many shops of the 
many towns, within man^ miles around, were emptied 
ot their boards and sheeting, their knives and forks, &e. 
Thousands of tables and forms were framed, thousands 
of tents were erected. .Proclamation was made in every 
village, and all people within thirty miles were invited to 
the wedding. 

When the day approached, one hundred oxen were 
slain, five hundred sheep, three hundred swine, with fif- 
ty fat deer, &c. &c. The spits fried and th^ cauldrons 
smoked over the fires of many a field* ' 

At length the auspicious morning rose;~and'Harry and 

Voi. 11. V 
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hit bride w«re tlready up and dtes^ed in their x«8peGliT» 
apartmenta 

The prinoen was habited, after the Persian fiuhion, 
in a Test of silver brocading,- scolloped over a petticoat 
of the same fiibric, that flowed in a train behind. A 
scarf of cerulean tint flevr between her right shouMei 
and her left hip, being buttoned at each end by a rose of 
rubies; her shintngtressesof jetty black, bound together 
at her neck beneath a huge amethyst, fell down in lux- 
uriant ringlets, and shaded and revealed by turns the 
fine bend of her tapering waist ; and a coronet of dia- 
monds, through which there waved a white branch of the 
feathers of the ostrich, waa inserted on the left decline of 
her lovely head; and a stomacher of inestimable brilliants 
rose beneath her dazzling bosom, and, by a fluctuating 
blaze of unremitted glory, checked and turned the eye 
away from too presumptuous a gaze. 

Our hero, coming forth, beheld her as a pillar of fire, 
just issuing from her antichamber. He stepped back, as 
she advanced, and fixed his eyes upon her m mute as- 
tonishment; then springing fbrward, he.fellpostrate and 
kissed the hem of her robing. Again rising on one knee, 
he lifted his hands toward heaven, and his eyes to her 
glowing countenance : Oppressive power of beauty ! he 
cried, O, may every day nse, like this, on my soul-en- 
rapturing Abenaide, encircling her with fHenaship, love, 
and joy, and the knee of admiring thousands! 

Arabella attended her royal finend, and Clement his 
noble pupil, just as Longfield entered to give an account 
of his expedition. But lie had scarce begun his detail, 
when, catching the images of his long parted friends, 
he cried, Bless me. my lord, Mrs. Clement, I think 1 Yes, 
my Longfield, saia Harry, and here too is your old and 
fast friend Hammel Clement Clement would not have 
known Longfield in his present genteel plight ; but, hear- 
ing his name, aiid rscolfecting him at a glance, he flew 
and seized upon him with a strenuous embrace. Ara- 
bella then advanced to welcome her old preserver, but 
Longfield respectfully bowed and shrunk bade. 

You shall not escape me so, my dear Mr. Longfield, 
says she ; I cannot forget what I owe you, even my life 
and reputation ; and I bless the Father of mercies, who 
has put it in our power to pay part of our d6bt : and so 
saying, she embraced him with freedom and cordiality. 
Yes, my dear Longfield, cried Hammel, yours is the half 
of our fortunes, and more than the half of our hearts. 
Your heart, Sir, said Longfield, willever be most valua- 
ble; but as to any thing additional, the bounty of my 
young msater has rendered all further fortune quite super- 
fluous to jne. 

Lt^ngfleld than beckoned bis lord forth, that he might 
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relate to his eye, rather than to his ear, the saccesa of his 
commission. They hastened to a long barn, where he 
shewed Harry two ranges of beantiAil children, one of a 
hundred chosen girls, another of a hundred chosen boys, 
all dressed in a clean and elegant uniform. Harry walk- 
ed between the ranks, his heart exulting in the sense of 
its own divine humanity. Then, embracing his ^ent. 
Yes, my Longfield, he cried, these shall b*. indeed my 
children ; and I wiD prove a true and affectionate father 
to them. But let us hasten to beatow upon them a ten- 
der mother too, I trust. 

He flew back, as a glimpse of lightuine, and seizing 
and half-devouring the hand of his hridey Will you par- 
don me, my beloved, says he, some matters that happened 
before our union 1 I have collected all the chLiaren I 
ever had before marriage. I scorn anything that's clan- 
destine. They wait for your inspection ; and I hope 
that you will not prove a hard step-mother to them. You 
are a rogue, says she, archly smilmg, and giving him a 
pat on the cheek ; but come along ; and so saying, away 
they tripped. 

The pnncess walked, with a silent and musing atten- 
tion, up and down the ranges. Her heart grew strongly 
i^ectea, and, taking out her handkerchief, she wiped 
away the dropping tear. And has my lord, sajrs she to 
Longfleld, has ne indeed taken upon him to be a lather 
to all this pretty host of little ones ? He has, so please 
your highness, says Longfteld, and has accordingly cloth- 
ed and provided for them« O, she cried, under me Fa- 
fHSR wnich is in heaven, he is the dearest and sweetest 
father that ever was upon earth ! So exclaiming, she 
sprung at Harrv, and, notwithsfanjding her late coyness, 
scarce vouchaaflng Ji hand to his lips, she now grasped 
about his neck, half«mothering him wiCh the repetition 
of her kisses and caresses; and then thrusting her face 
into his bosom, she vented her passion in tears. 

On their return, they perceived Mr. Clintcn, the duke 
and dutchess, all standing iii the great folding-door ; and, 
flying up the marble steps, they both bent the knee, and 
received the joint blessmgs and succeasive caresses of 
tiieir three exulting parents. 

Just then Harry espied Goodman Dobson and his dame 
coming diffidently but pufllngly up the avenue. In- 
stantly he caught his angel by the hand, and hastened to 
meet them. He took them successively in his arms, and 
kissed them with warm aflfection,^ while, with yearning 
hearts and bowels, they wished him joy upon joy. They 
then kneeled down on each side of the pnncess, kissing 
her hands and garments, and blessing her for bestowing 
such a heaven of beauty upon their Harry. But as soon 
as Harry told her that they were his fosterers, his very 
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dear daddy and mammy ; she raised and kiaaed them in 
turna, with her arms about their necks ; and besoaght 
them to be her daddy and mammy also : for, alas, aaya 
she, my daddv and mammy are fyix away. Harry then 
gave them into the hands of the huntsman, with ordera 
to take them to the larder. 

The multitude, before this, began to thicken apace.r— 
And the ^outh had got together in the great lawn, cast- 
ing the coit and the sledge, and Raping over a cord that 
was raised between two posts. 

My lovely Harry, cried the duke, I have heard things 
almost incredible of your prowess and action, but never 
saw any sample save the mounting of your Bucephalus. 
Will you be so good to give some instance of your ex- 
cellence among yonder young competitors, whom I sup- 
)ose to be the most eminent that Uie shire can exhibit 1 
!)o, my Harry, said Mr. Clinton, cla8j)ing and kissing 
lim, indulge my dearest brother, on this our day of jubi- 
lee. 

Harry bowed, and ordered his page to bring him his 
quarterstaflf, and despatched another for a cord and two 
long poles. He then waked down the avenue attended 
by tlie males and femfiles of the whole family. 

As they approached the lawn, a vouth of uncommon 
vigour had cleared the former cord, though raised to somc- 
thmg apward of five feet in height ; but all who attempt- 
ed to follow, either recoiled or pitched, over. 

Harry then caused his two poles to be erected to an 
elevation of ten feet, with a cord reaching fy-om top to 
top. The multitude came down, in thousands, to see 
what they were about. When Harry, having cleared the 
contested cord with a standing hop,went backward from 
his lofty poles about the distance of thirty paces, then 
rushing ^rwardi he advanced one end of his staff to the 
ground, and springing and raising, andrising upon the op- 
posite end, he pitched himself over the elevated string, 
while the multitude beheld him, as a neW'-risen phcenix, 
suspended and glittering in the air, and then alighting, 
as winged, on the other side. 

The elements were rent by an universal shout, which 
followed and undulated after our company, till they shel- 
tered themselves within the house. 

Th& Fieldings then arrived, with the Reverend Mr. 
Catharines, who was appointed to join the angelic pair. 

After breakfast, the carriages were ordered out. First, 
Mr. Clinton and his Meekly moved away, in Mr. Clin- 
ton's coach and six, to the church. The family of the 
Fieldings then followed in a coach and six. and two char- 
iots, ^ext went Clement and his Arabella, intheir post 
chaise and four. The duke and dutchess then succeed- 
ed, in a sumptuous coach, proudly drawA by six Ger 
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man neyfl^ attended by along retinue of French liveriei^ 
and the dutcheas's women in a coach and four. Last 
advanced the princeaB'a four faithful Moors, mounted on 
fiery coursers, and all glitteriDg in Barbaric gems and 
adornments. And last of all came our hero and his Abe- 
naide, enthroned in her oj)en chariot, as two pearls of the 
Orient in a case of burmshed gold ; her six spotted Ara- 
bians, restraining their impatience, beat measures with 
their feet, scarce seeming to advance the pace of a tor- 
toise. Never will any sight so glorious be exhibited, till 
the heavenly Jerusalem shall descend upon earth. 

Harry's page closed the rear, mounted on his lord's 
charger, who stepped foaming behind the chariot ; and 
the long cavalcade nearly reached iirom the great hotel 
to the entrance of the town. 

The crowd, however, extended wide and ftir bevond 
the cavalcade. They bowed respectfully, and paid obeis- 
ance to Mr. Clinton, the duke, &c. as they passed : but 
as soon as they got a glimpse of the chariot of their young 
lord, their acclamations became unremitted and almost 
Insufferable to the ear, like the shouts of a Persian army 
at the rising of the sun. 

Slowly as our Harry moved, the multitude strove to 
retard him, by throwing themselves in his way, that they 
might satiate their eyes and souls with the fulness of 
beauty. B/snded knees and lifted hands, prayers, bless- 
ings, and Exclamations, were heard and seen on all sides ; 
and, all the way as they went, thousands upon tens of 
thousands shouted forth the hymeneal of the celestial pair. 



THE END. 
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